


Jack Kramer contains multitudes. He is an award-winning teacher, 
exceptional scholar with an encyclopedic knowledge of Eastern 
European history and politics, fierce advocate for the Political 

Science Department, expert handler of University bureaucracy, 
ardent Washington Nationals fan, and much more. This makes 

picking out one memory to sum him up his contributions especially 
difficult, but I’ll try . . .

 
I’ve been responsible for putting together the Department’s alumni 
panel for the last several years where alumni share their experience 

and wisdom with current students. Over thirty alumni have 
participated on these panels in recent years. Though they all speak 

in different voices, they always seem to have the same advice for 
current students. “I wouldn’t be where I was if not for Dr. Kramer.” 
“Make sure to take courses with Dr. Kramer.” “I didn’t realize it at 

the time, but I know now that Dr. Kramer made me the writer I am 
today.”

 
After the panel, Jack and his ever-generous wife Mary Lou always 

invite the alumni and a large number of current students to a 
reception at their home. Each reception has different attendees, but 

usually ends up the same way with students sharing their favorite 
Jack Kramer story. “One time in Dr. Kramer’s class . . .” “I remember 

on the European capitals tour when Dr. Kramer . . .”
 

Judging from these interactions, the long-term impact of Jack’s 
teaching and personality on students cannot be overstated.

 
-Emile Lester
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I did not attend college the first semester of my freshman year and started as a true Freshman at Mary Wash in JAN 
1971. However, I was determined to graduate with what would have been my original class of ‘74. As such when 
Class Registration Day came and we all ran to get cards for classes, etc. I knew I wanted to be a Political Science 
major and grabbed two 400- level classes. I think I got away with it; as most people thought I was a Junior transfer 
from another college. I also had decided if I did not like the 400-level classes I could not waste time with the lower 
level “required” courses and I would have to change my major.

I happened to get a 400-level class with soon to be “Dr. Kramer”. I would watch and listen as he paced the wooden 
floors and taught us about many political theorists as well as address political issues of the past and present. At 
that time I was a bit intimidated by him as well as my fellow students in the class; all juniors and seniors. With his 
beard, glasses, stature and obvious great intellect I began to call Dr. Kramer by my personal nickname for him: Moy 
malen’kiy Marx Russian for My Little Marx (Marx was German) It reflected how I felt about his presence. He was 
definitely in control of the class and knew where he wanted to take us via growth and challenging issues that we 
would discuss or listen to him present. He brought a myriad of talent and issues beyond Pol Sci as would have Marx.

That first semester a paper was due and I chose the “USS Pueblo incident” as my topic. When I had office hours with 
Dr. Kramer and told him my topic, he said...too much classified material, I should pick another topic. So I did right 
then and there until it was one he approved. At this point he said: I understand you are actually a Freshman. Some 
of the students in the class brought it to my attention and said you have not attended college until now...that this 
is your first semester. Is that true? Yes. How did you get in my class? I told him my thoughts and what I did on Class 
Registration Day. I also told him that if I did not like the best and most challenging classes the Pol Sci Dept had to 
offer, I could not waste my time on the “lower level required courses’’. I said I only had a certain amount of time to 
make up a semester, I worked 2 jobs and intended to get my teacher’s certificate since it was offered but what I 
was going to be when I graduated was an officer in the Navy. That latter part did not seem to go over well from my 
perspective. So, I asked him if he had any problems with me being in the class other than I was a freshman? I was 
carrying an A at the time in both 400-level classes and unless there was an issue he personally held; I intended to 
finish the 400-level courses and then would go back and take the lower-level required courses as well as electives. 
He thought for a moment and said; I had performed in the class so far with no problems and that he would bring it to 
the attention of the Pol Sci Department Chair. Unless the Dept. Chair had a problem with me; he would allow me to 
finish his 400-level class. However, I was not to tell anyone in or out of the class that I was a Freshman. Broadcasting 
a Freshman was taking 400-level classes was not to anyone’s benefit. If they knew I was a Freshman that was for 
them to deal with in their own manner. Dr Kramer brought it to the Dept. Chair and fortunately for me the Chair was 
teaching the other class I had chosen to take and I was holding my own with an A in that class as well.

Whatever the reasons; I was allowed to finish those courses and then attend the lower-level classes. I often had Moy 
malen’kiy Marx and was always challenged by his lectures, presentations and thought-provoking questions. I was 
often more comfortable in other pol sci classes but whenever Dr. Kramer was “the prof” I knew Moy malen’kiy Marx 
would challenge me as well as all of his students. His class would be interesting and thought provoking and
even if I did not agree with him, he would listen to my position as long as it was logically and scholarly presented. No 
matter the subject whether I agreed with him or not there was no doubt who was “the prof” in his classes and that his 
intellect, lectures and presentations would make one think!

Dr Kramer often introduced me to another perspective. I realized that he has a remarkable intellect, he is definitely 
confident and knew where he wanted to take a class. To this day a girl who was in a hurry to graduate with the Class 
of ‘74, majored in political science and did become a career U.S. Naval Officer is still grateful for a highly intellectual 
young professor who was thought provoking, in control yet challenging and respected enough to earn my personal 
nickname for him; Moy mlen’kiy Marx.

-CDR Jane P. K. Hammond nee’ Klein ‘74 USN Ret.
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Who could possibly forget the Denim Tuxedo?    
Jeans may be common today in the workplace 
but they certainly weren’t in 1974.  And 
honestly, I don’t know if that nickname for 
Jack’s regular outfit was well-known or just a 
bit of a giggle among my small circle of friends, 
but it absolutely conjures a particular picture 
even today.

But seriously Jack, your American 
Government class was without question  
the BEST class I took at MWC (as it was 
known then).  Warning: Best not come to 
class without having read and studied the 
assignment unless you craved potential 
embarrassment.  But your total command of 
the material made some dry source material 
interesting, and appreciated.  I appreciate it 
even more today.  

Best wishes on your well-deserved retirement.  
I hope you and Mary Lou enjoy whatever plans 
you have for the coming years.  

-Janice Anderson Weitzen ‘75
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I graduated from Mary Washington College in 1979 after transferring to 
MWC from New Mexico, and carried the mission of taking a “Kramer class” 
every semester. The transfer and “Kramer class” mission were on the advice 
of a 1972 graduate who I met when she was in an MBA program at NMSU. 
Following this grad’s advice was life-changing.

Dr. Kramer’s high standards inspired students to work harder than they 
imagined possible, pack it in, synthesize, and analyze. In class, Dr. Kramer 
used the Socratic method with greater skill than what I later experienced in 
law school. His meticulous grading of papers taught English grammar and 
mechanics. He had such passion that you knew what you were studying was 
important. He made attainment possible not through coddling, but rather 
through clarity, respect, and assurance that you could achieve. The greatest 
badge of honor was to get an “A” on a “Kramer paper.”

Dr. Kramer created opportunities for students to expand their horizons in 
multi-faceted ways. He brought in guest speakers and facilitated students 
in directly speaking with them, taking advantage of the more intimate 
environment possible on this campus. Such a thing may sound easy, but for 
the “shy person,” it is very hard, and yet, the ability to meet and speak with 
dignitaries is a mandatory skill for advancement, personal and professional.

Personally, I am deeply grateful to Dr. Kramer for referring me to an internship 
with Roland Evans & Robert Novak, and for supporting me in research and 
oral defense of a senior paper. It was a life-expanding experience to witness 
syndicated columnists at work, on Pennsylvania Avenue, just down the 
street from the White House. Regarding the senior paper, for a shy person, 
handling oral defense of an original research paper was frightening. Dr. Kramer 
conveyed through academics that my striving mattered. I thank him and wish 
him a wonderful retirement.

-Leslie Schluter
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My favorite Kramer quote: “Where you sit is what 
you sees!” True in policy/politics & in life. Jack 

Kramer was by far the best professor I had at Mary 
Wash - some of the most challenging and thought-

provoking discussions happened in his tutorials.

- Lauré Durbin Ferguson, class of 1981

I was a Theatre/Political Science major 
and had avoided taking a “Kramer” class 
until my junior year and then, I had to 
take a Comparative Government class. 
I remember I had to discuss a paper and 
I knocked on his door frame and with 
a scowl he said, “What do you want?” I 
said, “if you are going to be that way I will 
leave.” He burst out laughing and then 
he went on to be my advisor and friend. I 
took his seminar on Nationalism, another 
Comparative Government class and he 
sponsored my internship and I became 
the PoliSci Department Rep. He was 
instrumental in my continued love for 
politics, and I still remember he always 
quoted Animal Farm: “Some of us are 
equal and some of us are more equal.” 
Thank you, Dr. Kramer, for having high 
expectations and giving us the skills to 
achieve them.

-Laura Dick Mendelsohn, Class of 1981
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Congratulations on your 
retirement, Dr. Kramer! Your 
9 am Intro to Pol Sci 101 class 
changed the course of my life 

in the best possible way! Thank 
you for being such a dynamic and 

engaging educator.

Warm regards,
Catherine (Dordai) Schmidt

Truly appreciative of my opportunity 
to have studied underneath such 
a passionate and caring professor 
like Dr. Kramer. He, and the rest 

of the PS/IA department are a 
huge reason I am where I am today 

professionally! Thank you. 

-Johnny Cronin
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The man scared me to death! One misspelling in a paper (in the typewriter days, 
before spell check) was half a letter grade down, being randomly called on in 
class.....I felt holy terror before entering his classes.

That said, I was better prepared for his classes than any other and he always held 
my attention. I remain grateful to be a student of his!

Kristen Guthrie Corrie ‘85

Godspeed, Dr. Kramer! Long 
live the no-no list!

 -Sam Litchford
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My heartfelt best wishes to Jack! 
– Curtis Ryan



1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

As a student at Mary Washington College in the early 1990’s, I took a course in the politics of the 
USSR with Dr. Kramer. I still recall the criticality of active v passive writing. Unfortunately, it remains 
difficult to execute.

In the Spring of 1991, we traveled central Europe together for ten days to complete the practical 
portion of a Europe Since 1945 course. Our first night – spent in a Berlin hotel on Alexanderplatz that 
is still there – was my first night spent outside of the continental United States & Canada. It sparked a 
life long romance with Berlin and East German women. ‘America Get Out’ was spray painted on nearly 
every block.

I vividly recall the pile of rubble that was a church in Dresden, finding myself locked in a water closet at 
a Vienna ubahn stop and negotiating for four Budweiser Budvar using broken German and a calculator 
in an open air market surrounded by bullet scarred buildings in Budapest.

The trip – a central one in my life – ensured a life-long career in International Affairs.

Please extend my best wishes to Dr. Kramer for a long and enjoyable retirement.

Best Regards,
Jeff Bernard
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Dr. Jack Kramer was a profound influence on me during my Mary Washington years. He taught 
me first-hand the value of hard-work, preparation, and meticulous detail. I never, ever even 
thought about coming to his seminars unprepared, and these values have served me well in 

my professional career. Jack’s influence on my life allows me to pass these traits to my children 
(and I do not believe I wrote this sentence in the passive voice). All Mary Washington alumni 

fortunate enough to have crossed paths with Jack shared a wonderful and indelible experience.

-Luke P. Sbarra
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Dr. Kramer played a significant role in my college career at Mary 
Washington. As a student in his classes, an aide to the Political Science 
& International Affairs Department, and as a student representative, I 
learned a great deal about political science, the writing process, and life 
in general. 

I first met Dr. Kramer when I registered for Politics of the Soviet 
Successor States as a sophomore in the Spring of 1999. I managed to 
slip into the class during the Drop/Add period. Walking into Monroe 

Hall, I knew I needed to take the class to graduate, but I had no clue what I was getting . During that 
semester, I learned where Moldova was, to avoid writing in the passive voice, to study the index of 
our textbooks for his infamous ID tests, and that Ronald Reagan said only one thing Dr. Kramer ever 
agreed with, “that the USSR was truly an evil empire.”

In the Fall of 1999, I was hired as a student aide in the political science department. To this day, it 
was still one of the best jobs I ever had, even though I only made minimum wage (despite Dr. Kramer 
repeatedly promising me a raise of a quarter an hour). I worked in the department from 1999-
2001 and interacted daily with all the professors in the department, where I could see, up close 
and personal, what it was like teach political science. Working with Dr. Kramerl, I learned how to 
translate the hieroglyphics of his handwriting and to excavate his office, looking for missing papers 
and books. 

Through my job as a student aide (and as an elected student representative from 2000-2001) I was 
also able to see the bigger picture of that the professors did, particularly Dr. Kramer. They cared, 
deeply, about teaching and interacting with students. I would spend a lot of time in Dr. Kramer’s 
office, talking about political science, the 2000 Election, Russia, and even life. In our conversations, 
I saw how much he cared about his wife, Mary Lou. I respected how their marriage fit them, how he 
cooked, and she paid the bills. 

To this day, I am forever grateful to Dr. Kramer for 
recommending me a (paid!) internship on Capitol Hill with 
the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe in 
the summer of 2000. I was struggling to find a Capitol Hill 
internship on my own, but Dr Kramer was able to secure 
an invaluable experience for me, working with a bipartisan, 
joint committee, comprised of members from both the 
House and Senate. That summer, I was able to meet 
Newt Gingrich, Bob Dole, Steny Hoyer, and John McCain, 
along with working with professional staffers on joint 
congressional resolutions.

Dr. Kramer encouraged my love of political science and 
proved to be a great mentor during my time at Mary 
Washington. I thoroughly enjoyed all my interactions with 
him and consider myself blessed that I transferred into his 
Politics of Soviet Successor States class as a sophomore.

-Judy Gross
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Dr. Kramer is truly one of the best professors I have ever had, even if I had 
to transfer out of his class. He did his best to help me out during a rough 
period and I will always be grateful for that.
– Lauren Reyes



1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995

Congrats to Dr. Kramer- one of the best two tour guides of a European Capital tour! The other- Dr. Blakemore.     – Amy Acors
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My first experience with Dr. Kramer was 
as a sophomore on the European Capitals 
Trip in 2002. That was my first experience 
because I couldn’t get into any of his 
classes until I was a senior.

Like most students and professors, he 

Watching the changing of the guard in London.

Dr. Kramer walking at Chartwell.

“The happy camper car” on the train ride from Vienna to Florence. 
Dr. Kramer and Dr. Blakemore walked through the train checking 
on the students, 5 of the 6 students in our car were swimmers so 
there wasn’t really any bickering or complaining, we were just happy 
campers enjoying the train ride through Austria.

called me by my nickname, Tex. I don’t 
think I even wrote my name on most 
papers, just drew a Texas flag.

I remember Dr Blakemore and Dr Kramer 
joking with each other over whether IA 
or history was a more important subject. 
With a BA in IA and an MA in history, I 
resemble that debate now.

That was my first time in Vienna, and the 
first time I really spent thought on the 
Austro-Hungarian Navy, almost 20 years 
later, I have a book deal to write a book 
on the Austro-Hungarian Navy. Without 
that trip, I don’t think I would have written 

college papers or journal articles on them 
to get a book deal.

I remember giving a 40 minute 
presentation on nuclear energy in 
Eastern Europe for my project on Eastern 
European integration into the EU, I still 
have no idea how I managed to get an A 
on that, I suppose Dr. Kramer was in a 
generous mood that day.

-Jason “Tex” Lancaster MWC ‘04

2002 European 
Capitals Trip
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Dr. Kramer was one of my favorite professors at Mary 
Washington. His Soviet Successor States class in the early 

aughts was straight out of ‘Dead Poet’s Society.’ We had about 
10 students around a big table in a Monroe Hall classroom 

discussing frankly unbelievable world events. Nothing could 
beat Dr. Kramer becoming more and more animated about an 

incredible political event before consigning a despot to the 
“trash bin of history” (his favorite classroom catchphrase). There 

was no worse fate for world leaders discussed in Dr. Kramer’s 
political science classes than being sent down the hall to the 

history department. Dr. Kramer your passion was passed on to 
your grateful students.

Thank you and enjoy your retirement,
Connor Hannigan ‘05

Dr. Kramer,

I wish you a happy retirement! You are an amazing teacher 
and one of the most influential mentors of my life. I will always 
remember your list of no-no’s! I kept a copy that I will pass to my 
children. You offered two pieces of advice that changed my path. 
First, you encouraged
me to travel outside of my comfort zone. I refocused my study 
abroad plans away from Europe and went to South Africa. 
Secondly, you advised “Kara, graduate school is not the place to 
find yourself. Get a job.” I have passed those wise words on to 
other young people. Following your guidance, I moved to DC. My 
husband and I work for DoS and have traveled the world; I write 
to you from Zambia!

Thank you for sharing your wisdom, knowledge, and humor. I 
graduated UMW 16 years ago, but still feel the effect of your 
tutelage. Thousands of former students will pass on your wisdom 
– surely your impact will ripple through many generations. I wish 
you all the best in the years ahead.

With a grateful heart,
Kara McCulloch Kowalik, Class of 2005
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Dr. Kramer has been one of the 
most inspiring and challenging 
educators I’ve ever experienced 
in the classroom. He would cover 
my papers in red ink, push me to 
re-examine my arguments, and 
dissect every sentence. However, 
his office was always open, and he 
truly cared about each student. I 
still have the paper saved where 
I got an A (it still looks like a 
murder scene in the margins). 
I hope Dr. Kramer plans some 
amazing trips to Europe for when 
the pandemic is over!
 -Nick D
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I think I took every single class he taught. By the end of my undergrad, he 
called me a glutton for punishment because of my attendance in his classes.

– Joshua Clarke
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When I was a Sophomore, I somehow 
made it into one of Professor Kramer’s 
Senior seminars. I remember on the first 
day he said, if by the end of the course 
you know my political leanings I have 
done something wrong. I was so taken 
with this thinking that now, more than a 
decade later I still remember it clear as 
day. I also remember his style of calling 
on people and how nervous I would be to 
walk through that door each class. But 
even being so nervous that I distinctly 
remember crying in my car afterwards, it 
was still one of my favorite UMW
memories. After I graduated Professor 
Kramer was one of the few Professors I 
stayed in touch with. He inspired me to 
think critically, challenge intentionally and 
will forever be a highlight of my academic 
career.

-Leah Kieff, Class of 2011
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UMW’s IRO Spring 2019 VICS Conference Delegation

From Left to Right: Kyle Lehmann (Class of 2020), Julia Gibbons [Club President] (Class 
of 2019), Michael Silberstein (Class of 2021), Zachary Handlin [Club Treasurer] (Class 

of 2020), Josie Vernick [Club Secretary] (Class of 2021), John Flood (Class of 2020), 
Jacob Lewis (Class of 2021)
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Dr Kramer was so crucial to my overwhelmingly positive experience at 
UMW. I really valued his support and guidance as I took classes under 
him and during my time as political science student aide. It was always 

lovely and interesting to be invited into his office during office hours and 
discuss matters of the department, the development of research, and 

current events. Due to his influence, I worked hard to try new areas for 
my academic enrichment, presenting my Honors thesis in Washington DC 

at the Pi Sigma Alpha conference, running for Pi Sigma Alpha president, 
and helping other Political Science and International Affairs students with 

International Relations Organizations. However, what I remember most 
fondly about Dr Kramer was how much he truly cared for the department 
and opportunities for the students in it. Hosting Political Science Career 
Panel events at his house, making the time to meet with students about 

their writing, and being a consistently cheerful presence in Monroe made 
being a part of our department truly special. Working so closely with Dr. 
Kramer, I always felt supported and encouraged to pursue my academic 

curiosity to the furthest lengths, and also supported as a person.

-Julia Gibbons
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I think a fun running exchange I had with him was that he would call me his 
resident “political historian.” Or whenever there was anything in class dealing 
with statistics or data analysis he would jokingly say something to the effect 
of “this is the boring nerd stuff that Kyle likes.”

I remember one day in the Spring of 2019, I had just left Dr. Blakemore’s 
office on the main floor. I had just exited the history office and entered the 
hallway. On the other side of the hallway, I saw Dr. Kramer coming down the 
stairs, presumably on his way to room 212.

We were the only two in the hall at the time. I waved and said hello from a 
distance. In response, he winks, shoots me two finger guns, and disappears 
into room 212 without saying a word.

Some fun quotes from my last semester of Russian Foreign Policy:

“Going back to my childhood I’ve had an aversion to phones” -1/14/2020
“I am proud of my mastery of the computer. (Beat) I’m cutting edge.” 
-1/21/2020
“Pardon my harshness, but this guy was a total bird brain.”
“What was going on between Putin and Berlusconi is just wild. Takes me back 
to my
fraternity days... But we don’t need to go into that.”
“Yup, yeah, hey! I found it!”-Dr. Kramer after finding his pen
“Where the hell is the toilet paper? The Kazaks have it!”- Dr. Kramer 
indirectly predicting the Covid-19 pandemic, 02/20/20

-Kyle Lehmann

Happy retirement! 
I wanted to write this to thank you for educating me. I 

have very fond memories of your classroom, and I have 
no doubt that many of my best qualities as a writer 

were ingrained there. I actually made it to WM Law, 
and that’s thanks to you and the excellent department 

you’ve run since the dawn of time. So, thank you for 
dedicating so much of your time to help me and other 

students achieve their dreams.

-Zach Handline
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The first time I met Jack was in December 2002 (!) when I flew in for my interview for the 
tenure-track American Government position that was vacated by my good friend and fellow 
gender politics scholar, Michele Swers, who left UMW to go to Georgetown. I flew in during 
a snowstorm, and my flight was delayed and then eventually rerouted to Reagan National, 
instead of Dulles, which delayed my drive down to campus even further and threw the 
interview schedule into disarray. Upon checking into the motel where I was staying I promptly 
locked the keys in the car, so Jack had to come get me and bring me to campus, even as campus 
had closed because of snow. No worries, as Jack reassured me, the “show must go on.” I gave 
a job talk to a packed room of students and faculty who came out for my Friday talk even on a 
snow day - the last day of classes - before finals. I was mystified and smitten - if a chair can turn 
out students on the last day of the semester when the University was actually closed then this 
place had something special to offer.

Jack, at various 
times during a given 

semester: 

“You’re not going to 
believe this email I got 

from ...”

“Hey sports fans...”

“You can’t let the 
inmates run the 

asylum...”

“One day when you’re 
chair...”

“Why are you still here 
(insert day and time)?”

Thank you, Jack, for setting the standard for what it means to be a true teacher-scholar, to 
support us in our professional development and celebrate our accomplishments, and to create 
a collegial, supportive, and productive department. It’s been a real pleasure working with you 
these many years, and I wish you and MaryLou good health and quality time together enjoying 
your respective retirements.

-Rosalyn Cooperman
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Enjoy your retirement! Thank you for answering all 
my questions during my first year at UMW. I feel very 
fortunate to be in a department that is not only very 

productive but is also very collegial. I wish you and your 
wife a wonderful retirement.

-Melissa Martinez

Jack Kramer.  Legend.Jack Kramer.  Legend.Jack Kramer.  Legend.
–Dan Steen
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