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Jack Kramer contains multitudes. He is an award-winning teacher,
exceptional scholar with an encyclopedic knowledge of Eastern
European history and politics, fierce advocate for the Political
Science Department, expert handler of University bureaucracy,
ardent Washington Nationals fan, and much more. This makes
picking out one memory to sum him up his contributions especially
difficult, but I'll try...

I've been responsible for putting together the Department’s alumni
panel for the last several years where alumni share their experience
and wisdom with current students. Over thirty alumni have
participated on these panels in recent years. Though they all speak
in different voices, they always seem to have the same advice for
current students. “l wouldn’t be where | was if not for Dr. Kramer.”
“Make sure to take courses with Dr. Kramer.” “I didn’t realize it at
the time, but | know now that Dr. Kramer made me the writer | am

today”

After the panel, Jack and his ever-generous wife Mary Lou always
invite the alumni and a large number of current students to a
reception at their home. Each reception has different attendees, but
usually ends up the same way with students sharing their favorite

Jack Kramer story. “One time in Dr. Kramer’s class ... “| remember
on the European capitals tour when Dr. Kramer ...

Judging from these interactions, the long-term impact of Jack’s
teaching and personality on students cannot be overstated.

-Emile Lester




| did not attend college the first semester of my freshman year and started as a true Freshman at Mary Wash in JAN
1971. However, | was determined to graduate with what would have been my original class of 74. As such when
Class Registration Day came and we all ran to get cards for classes, etc. | knew | wanted to be a Political Science
major and grabbed two 400- level classes. | think | got away with it; as most people thought | was a Junior transfer
from another college. | also had decided if | did not like the 400-level classes | could not waste time with the lower
level “required” courses and | would have to change my major.

| happened to get a 400-level class with soon to be “Dr. Kramer”. | would watch and listen as he paced the wooden
floors and taught us about many political theorists as well as address political issues of the past and present. At
that time I was a bit intimidated by him as well as my fellow students in the class; all juniors and seniors. With his
beard, glasses, stature and obvious great intellect | began to call Dr. Kramer by my personal nickname for him: Moy
malen’kiy Marx Russian for My Little Marx (Marx was German) It reflected how | felt about his presence. He was
definitely in control of the class and knew where he wanted to take us via growth and challenging issues that we
would discuss or listen to him present. He brought a myriad of talent and issues beyond Pol Sci as would have Marx.

That first semester a paper was due and | chose the “USS Pueblo incident” as my topic. When | had office hours with
Dr. Kramer and told him my topic, he said...too much classified material, | should pick another topic. So | did right
then and there until it was one he approved. At this point he said: | understand you are actually a Freshman. Some

of the students in the class brought it to my attention and said you have not attended college until now...that this

is your first semester. Is that true? Yes. How did you get in my class? | told him my thoughts and what | did on Class
Registration Day. | also told him that if | did not like the best and most challenging classes the Pol Sci Dept had to
offer, | could not waste my time on the “lower level required courses” | said | only had a certain amount of time to
make up a semester, | worked 2 jobs and intended to get my teacher’s certificate since it was offered but what |

was going to be when | graduated was an officer in the Navy. That latter part did not seem to go over well from my
perspective. So, | asked him if he had any problems with me being in the class other than | was a freshman? | was
carrying an A at the time in both 400-level classes and unless there was an issue he personally held; | intended to
finish the 400-level courses and then would go back and take the lower-level required courses as well as electives.
He thought for a moment and said; | had performed in the class so far with no problems and that he would bring it to
the attention of the Pol Sci Department Chair. Unless the Dept. Chair had a problem with me; he would allow me to
finish his 400-level class. However, | was not to tell anyone in or out of the class that | was a Freshman. Broadcasting
a Freshman was taking 400-level classes was not to anyone’s benefit. If they knew | was a Freshman that was for
them to deal with in their own manner. Dr Kramer brought it to the Dept. Chair and fortunately for me the Chair was
teaching the other class | had chosen to take and | was holding my own with an A in that class as well.

Whatever the reasons; | was allowed to finish those courses and then attend the lower-level classes. | often had Moy
malen’kiy Marx and was always challenged by his lectures, presentations and thought-provoking questions. | was
often more comfortable in other pol sci classes but whenever Dr. Kramer was “the prof” | knew Moy malen’kiy Marx
would challenge me as well as all of his students. His class would be interesting and thought provoking and

even if | did not agree with him, he would listen to my position as long as it was logically and scholarly presented. No
matter the subject whether | agreed with him or not there was no doubt who was “the prof” in his classes and that his
intellect, lectures and presentations would make one think!

Dr Kramer often introduced me to another perspective. | realized that he has a remarkable intellect, he is definitely
confident and knew where he wanted to take a class. To this day a girl who was in a hurry to graduate with the Class
of ‘74, majored in political science and did become a career U.S. Naval Officer is still grateful for a highly intellectual
young professor who was thought provoking, in control yet challenging and respected enough to earn my personal

nickname for him; Moy mlen’kiy Marx.

-CDR Jane P. K. Hammond nee’ Klein 74 USN Ret.




Slavic Address

Two Mary Washington College faculty
members addressed the American
Association for the Advancement of
Slavic Studies at the organization's re-
cent annual conventlon in St. Louis,
Missouri.

Richard Warner, assistant professor
of history, and Jack Kramer, assistant
professor of economics and political
science, both read papers based on their
speclal studies of Eastern European
history and government.

Warner spoke on the polities involved
in the assassination of Emperor Paul I
of Russia, a topic he is expanding as
part of his doctoral dissertation.

Kramer delivered a talk on political
corruption in the Soviet Union, and his
study will be published in the March,
1977 issue of the Western Political
Quarterly.

Warner has been a member of the
MWC faculty since 1968 and Kramer has
been a faculty member since 1971.

Who could possibly forget the Denim Tuxedo?
Jeans may be common today in the workplace
but they certainly weren’t in 1974. And
honestly, | don’t know if that nickname for
Jack’s regular outfit was well-known or just a
bit of a giggle among my small circle of friends,
but it absolutely conjures a particular picture
even today.

But seriously Jack, your American
Government class was without question

the BEST class | took at MWC (as it was
known then). Warning: Best not come to
class without having read and studied the
assignment unless you craved potential
embarrassment. But your total command of
the material made some dry source material
interesting, and appreciated. | appreciate it
even more today.

Best wishes on your well-deserved retirement.
| hope you and Mary Lou enjoy whatever plans
you have for the coming years.

-Janice Anderson Weitzen ‘75
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“‘do it yourself™
Hostelers Live

As college classes resume al
schools mcross the United States,
thousands of your fellow stodents
have returned from enjoyable hostel-
ing trips throughoul Europe and por-
tions of the United States

American Youlth Hostels natlonal

Virginia,

! ever of col-

lege-age hostelers, who used the none

profit travel program Lo stay inexpen-

sively overnight at some 4,500 hostels
inthe U5, and the rest of the workd.

e miost bosteling is done by bi-
cyclists and backpackers, many hos-
teling actlvities abound throughowt
the winler at cross-country and down-
hill skilng areas,
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whak mmeakoes b s dangerous

esting Lies Tied for tenth place were
Son-of-5am, Doug Lorber, and Earl

' Fife. The administration also made
atch Out for Kramer! & i o

{the only female aominated) ted for
i eleventh place with Prince Woodard,
ballot applications. Jim Eoyd tied with the investor of the

Fuolitical science students beware!
Jack Kramer, one of the most re-
novwnied political science professors,
was voled Lhe most dangerous man on
campus [n an election held before fall
break The contest was sponsored by
the College Republlcans in conjunc-
tion with the passing oot of absentee

The contest was a toss-up between
John Dalton, Henry Howell, nnd Jack
Kramer untll the very end when the
students finally put Kramer on tog,
followed by K.J. McIntyre, ldl Amin,
David Soul, Othe Campbell, and Bill
Crawley,

The rontest produced some inter-

pay tollel. Raman Singh, Mike Mc-
Guire, and Dr. Johnson tled for
twelith place. Other members of the
Mary Washington community who
were also nominated were John Al-
bertine and the head of ARA; but none
were half as dangerous as Mr. Kram-
er. Congratulations; Jack!




Jnternational Relations Club

Officers: President, Susan Lynn Hekiner, First Vice-President, Leslie Schulter; Second Vice-President, Beth Innis;
Secretary-Treasurer, Debby McGehee. Members: Janine Peake, Sue Stapleton, Vickie Dobbs, Mancy Reid, Keke Korte,
[ebarah Pheifter. Clifford A. Hart, Barbara Hammer, Ann Meaney, Dita Zapata, Jeanie Loudensiager, Cheryl A, Tobias,
Suzanne M. Guadagno, Kathy McMullen, Liz Greathouse, Nancy Carson, Rachel Crimsby, Creg Miller, Carmela
Sperlazza, Lisa Cicenlo, Donna Smith, Sarah Nix, Debbie Schenkel, Cindy Hitt, Cindy Sunderman, Rose McCartmey,

Rose Coleman

]

Members of the IRC held a medel Security Council in Manroe on October 3, 1977
Topics discussed were the Middle East and South Africa.

In March of 1933 the Intermational Relations Club was orga-
nized at MWC through the efforts of Oscar H. Darter. Dr. Darter
had joined the faculty in 1926 as professor of history and head of
the history and social science department, a position he con-
tinued to hold for thirty-four years until his retirement in 1960,

The club was established under the auspices of the Camegie
Endowment for International Peace; the local group was limited
to majors and minors in the department of social science and
devoted itself to studying problems of international nature.

261

The purpose of the Intemational Relations Club
continues to be to further an interest in and a
knowledge of past and present international affairs.
Under the leadership of Dr. Jack Kramer the club has
greatly expanded its activities and its membership
this year.

In October, MWC Model Security Councils were
sponsored to discuss South Africa and the Middle
East. Another was held in January. For fundraising,
keg parties were held in November and February.

Four intercollegiate conferences were attended by
IRC members. Ford Hart, Nancy Reid, and Susan
Hektner attended the conference at Randolph-Macon
Woman's College. Leslie Schluter, Janine Peake, Liz
Greathouse, and Ann Meaney participated in the
Georgetown University National Model Collegiate
Security Council. In the spring, four members were
sent to the 1978 Princeton Model United Nations
Conference and seven to the 1978 National Model
United Nations in New York City.




| graduated from Mary Washington College in 1979 after transferring to
MWC from New Mexico, and carried the mission of taking a “Kramer class”
every semester. The transfer and “Kramer class” mission were on the advice
of a 1972 graduate who | met when she was in an MBA program at NMSU.
Following this grad’s advice was life-changing.

Dr. Kramer’s high standards inspired students to work harder than they
imagined possible, pack it in, synthesize, and analyze. In class, Dr. Kramer
used the Socratic method with greater skill than what | later experienced in
law school. His meticulous grading of papers taught English grammar and
mechanics. He had such passion that you knew what you were studying was
important. He made attainment possible not through coddling, but rather
through clarity, respect, and assurance that you could achieve. The greatest
badge of honor was to get an “A” on a “Kramer paper.”’

Dr. Kramer created opportunities for students to expand their horizons in
multi-faceted ways. He brought in guest speakers and facilitated students
in directly speaking with them, taking advantage of the more intimate
environment possible on this campus. Such a thing may sound easy, but for
the “shy person,” it is very hard, and yet, the ability to meet and speak with
dignitaries is a mandatory skill for advancement, personal and professional.

Personally, | am deeply grateful to Dr. Kramer for referring me to an internship
with Roland Evans & Robert Novak, and for supporting me in research and

oral defense of a senior paper. It was a life-expanding experience to witness
syndicated columnists at work, on Pennsylvania Avenue, just down the

street from the White House. Regarding the senior paper, for a shy person,
handling oral defense of an original research paper was frightening. Dr. Kramer
conveyed through academics that my striving mattered. | thank him and wish
him a wonderful retirement.

-Leslie Schluter
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Love, Hate and Jack Kramer

By SHANNON MCGURK

Jack Kramer, an Associate
Professor of Political Science
at Mary Washington College,
was interviewed in his office,
an airy and bright room, but
very austere.

Kramer was talkative and
cheerful, using colorful lan-
guage and many hand move-
ments. The controversy
around Dr. Kramer is typified
by a quote from one of his stu-
dents, who said, “Dr. Kramer
is the only Professor I can hon-
estly say 1 have loved and
hated at the exact same time."”
What does Kramer think of
this?

“1 remember the same rela-
tionship I had with the first
reader of my dissertation,
David Powell. I used to hate
David—we're the best of
friends professionally and per-
sonally now—but I used to hate
the guy. I hated him because 1
had so much respect for him
and nothing I ever did for him
was right all the time. There
was always something wrong
with the damn thing.

“I used to hate it, but at the
same time I knew it was good
for me. Looking back I know
that this guy inculcated stand-
ards in me and he made it clear
that you just can mot hand in
slop. 1 remember slop, to
David, was very broadly de-
fined, and he demanded stand-
ards, rigorous standards of
quality. So do I. We rarely
achieve these standards, but
we have to strive for them.

“I think this wish for ap-
proval, and frustration at not
getting it, is what you were get-
ting at with that love-hate
thing.”

It has been said that Kramer
is not an objective grader, and
as a result, he is a controver-
sial figure. When given a
chance to address this, he re-
sponded in the following man-
ner:

“I don't accept the idea of
subjective-objéctive. 1 don't
think there’s such a thing as
objective grading. We as pro-
fessionals, I hope, can agree on
a minimal eritical criteria, and
we must have certain stand-
ards, but nobody can objecti-
vely grade a paper, because
the interpretations of those
standards are radically differ-
ent. It's the old hard sciences
versus the soft sciences argu-
ment. 2 + 2 equals 4, but is Sha-
kespeare a good poet? The cri-
teria here are inherently
subjective.

“Now, I don't apologize for
subjective grading. I think a lot
of students consider *‘subjec-
tive' arbitrary or capricious.
That is simply not true. I sit
down and I give you the most
professionally competent opin-
ion I can give you on a paper.
Not every other professor I
consider a professional will
have the same evaluation be-
cause their criteria may be dif-
ferent.” .

Asked if, as a professor, he is
egotistical, Kramer said,
“Yes, absclutely. I don’t think
you can be a good professor
and not be an egotist. The anal-
ogy I would make to teaching is
acting, the stage. If I stand up
in front of three hundred peo-
ple in Battle Creek, Michigan
to talk on National Defense, for
the most part I have to be a
cocky person. You've got to be-

Associate Professor of Political Science Jack Kramer

lieve in what you're saying. I
‘mean, ‘I'm Jack Kramer and I
got some good stuff to spin
forth to these people and they
want to hear what I have to
say, and well they should." If
these dudes don't hear and
listen to what I have to say, I
have to tell myself that it is not
I who will be the worse off.””

“What I have to do is estab-
lish a credibility as a professor
30 that you think I am profes-
sionally competent in my field.
To make you believe that I
have to start from the premise
that I am professionally com-
petent.”

In response to a skeptical
look, Kramer adds, “I'm not
saying that you should go out
there with the attitude that
“Hey, I am sooooooo great,”
not at all. By all means no your
liabilities.” -

What, might one ask, are
those? There are definitely
things Kramer says he is not
good at, but “*... I always
thought I would be a good
newspaper writer. I can write

well, I write quickly and I feel I-

can package things well. What
that leads to is writing good,
solid, empirical pieces about
‘sexy,’ catchy topics. 1 don’t
have a mind well suited to the-
ory. I know what I can do and I
know what I can't do. I know
my liabilities. In that sense I
am egotistical. I have to know
that what I am saying is worth
saying and most of all, worth
listening to.

“If someone were to ask me
do I think there are people on
this faculty who are smarter
than I am, I would have to say
yes. Examples? Yeah, Fickett,
for instance is inherently a hell
of alot smarter than I am.""

A rumour has circulated that
Kramer at one time worked at
the Harvard Russian Research
Center. To the query as to
whether or not he has, Kramer
paused and replied ““Yeah, but
work is not a good word, I was
a Research Fellow. The Rus-
sian Research Center is just
that, a research center, and
people go there for varying pe-
riods of time, but not less than
six months. You simply do re-

search. For example, I wrote
several articles, several kinds
of studies. I wrote on political
corruption in the Soviet Union
and I wrote on the Vatican's
stand towards communist
countries. Essentially, when
you go to the R.C.C. you get a
desk. You have the full facili-
ties of Harvard available to
you and you write. Of course
you also get a lot of kinetic in-
terchange with the bigger
names in your field of study.
The Russian Ambassador
would come over to the R.C.C.
and have lunch, and everyone
would chat with the guy. The
R.C.C. is not paying you in the
sense of a salaried employee,
though, so I wouldn't say I

*worked there, in that sense.”

Actually, Kramer says, the
only job he has ever had has
been teaching. Why teaching?

“No conscious decision. I
originally went to graduate
school because I didn't really
have any strong vocational ori-
entations, there wasn't any-
thing I really wanted to do, and
U.Va. gave me a fellowship. It
didn’t cost me anything to go to
grad school, and believe me,
1966 was a bad time to be out in
the world, cause you were
going to get drafted.

“I was a teaching assistant
at grad school. It was some-
thing I liked and something I
thought I was good at. This was

photo by Houston Kempton

1970, and my wife, Mary Lou,
was still in school. We were liv-
ing on a grad student’s wages,
which meant we were starving

Kramer goes on to add *. ..
Mary Wash called up and they
wanted to get someone to teach
this Soviet Comparative
course. I came up and it was
obvious that they were trying
to find somebody full time for
that course and some other
courses like it and they offered
me the job. I'm lazy, they
handed me a job, I needed the
money and took it. I liked it, so
1 stuck withit."”

Professors, as educators, are
influential in the eyes of adu-
lating young intellects. As
such, are they conscious of
being role models? I asked
Kramer this and he looked out
the window, and answered;

A little bit, I guess I'm con-
scious of it, but not much. I like
to think that I am a ‘“‘model™
for students, but I tend m_‘thinjk

restricted to academid
Kramer answered in the n{
ative, qualifying his answer
saying that he really has
given the matter that m
thought. ““. .. I think it is i
portant,” he says, “to exhil
standards for students. I p
sonally think of those sta
ards in academic terms."

What about those standard
Does Professor of Political
ence Jack Kramer feel
standards are too rigorous, a
has he found that his metho
are effective?

“I think as a teacher it's
just the capacity of my effy
tiveness as a teacher that {
terrnines how the studd
comes out in all this, but it
a lot to do with the student

" or herself. I know that I tend

do much better with peog
who are not easily intimidal
Because people, who are si
me out.” Some people becoy
terrified and avoid m
They're terrified to come to
class.

“I suppose a pedagogi
specialist would say ‘reach
to these people,’ but I would
swer that at a certain leve!
your life you have to accep
certain responsibility for
standard of excellence in wo
1 expect my students to do g
tain kinds of things. These
things that are essential in
1 expect a level of excelle
from my students. I feel
it's better to have me tel
them when they are pay
me, than to have it hap
when they're out on the
market trying to earn a b
and their boss says ‘What
hell am I paying you for?
don’t have the skillsI need .

1 am interested in my
dents as people, but inside §
classroom I want them to b4

_productive as they possibly

aggravated, fine.”

The standards Kramer
mands of his students are ify
mous, and as a result the 1
himself is in a way also
mous. To the question ‘Who
you?' Kramer laughed

be. If that means getting ti |
1

in pred ntly

terms. Maybe in the same way
David Powell was a model for
me.

“I would like to think that
when I have my students read
my articles I show them that I,
too, am a student. That I am
exhibiting standards I want
them to emulate. I try to hold
myself to a standard.”

Asked if he thought this was

i
1
then b very seriou:
am someone who strives to
good about himself. I have #h
of pride in myself,” he repfl]
“and I'm very pragmatic. i
people to think well of me 3
particularly want to think
of myself.”

please see page 5

REBELS

Saturday night, Maury Stadium, 8:00 PM

SEMI-PRO

From MWC, 3 blocks towards downtown, turn right on Barton St..

FOOTBALL

Admission $3.00
Students $2.00

New Kent, VA
VS.Roadrunners

egotistical in that I would |




Arms control lecture questions
nuclear freeze possibilities

by ANNE BABER

Will the continued stockpiling of
nuclear weapons bring about the
destruction of society as we know it?
This question was addressed Mon-
day, October 11, by Herbert Scoville,
Jr. current director of the Arms Con-
~ trol Agency. "

Scoville called arms control one of
the ‘‘bigest concerns of our time.”
The well-attended lecture, sponsored
by the Campus Christian Comm-
munity, spured several questions
from the audience. The lecture was
followed by a heated question and
answer period.

Scoville emphasized the difference
between arms limitations and the
nuclear freeze movement, which he
does not support. He went further
by outlining the growth of the move-
ment and emphasizing proposed
legislation. .

Dr. Jack Kramer, professor of
political science, said some theorize
that a disbanding of nucléar
capabilities could conceivably lead
us directly into a conventional war.
He cited the fact that the United
States saw two world wars within
. twenty years. Since the nuclear age
we have passed thirty-seven years
without a major war, implying that
fear of nuclear conflict has kept the
world out of a major conflict.

Dr. Richard Krickus, another
MWC political science professor,
said conventional forces would seem
the alternative to nuclear wéapons,
yet this would almost surely call for
reinstitution of the draft. He

wondered how many college
students would be in favor of a
nuclear disarmament with that in
mind. Scoville denied Krickus’
allegation vehemently.

At the International Relations
Club - sponsored reception for
Scoville, he fielded more questions
and informally discussed the arms
limitation movement with interested
students.

A major concern of many students
was whether or not the Soviets could
be trusted to uphold their end in
such a bargain. Scoville said the
United States has such sufficient
means of monitoring what weapons
the Soviets have that nothing would
get past our intelligence. The US
would surely know if they were to
cheat, he said.

Scoville added that the Soviets
have as much at stake as the US.
They do not want a nuclear war
either and it is also to their benefit to
limit production of the arms that
could destroy the earth, he said.

The nuclear arms question adds to
.the philosophical debates that have
for centuries centered around war,
Intellectuals have long debated the
development of new means of killing
people in wars. The 15 and 16 cen-
turies saw much concern over the
development of guns and artillery as
new methods of destruction.

The US now deals with essentially
the same issue, though considerably
raised in proportion. It is a question
that significantly affects the future
of every American.

| was a Theatre/Political Science major
and had avoided taking a “Kramer” class
until my junior year and then, | had to
take a Comparative Government class.

| remember | had to discuss a paper and
| knocked on his door frame and with

a scowl he said, “What do you want?” |
said, “if you are going to be that way | will
leave.” He burst out laughing and then
he went on to be my advisor and friend. |
took his seminar on Nationalism, another
Comparative Government class and he
sponsored my internship and | became
the PoliSci Department Rep. He was
instrumental in my continued love for
politics, and | still remember he always
quoted Animal Farm: “Some of us are
equal and some of us are more equal.”
Thank you, Dr. Kramer, for having high
expectations and giving us the skills to
achieve them.

-Laura Dick Mendelsohn, Class of 1981

My favorite Kramer quote: “Where you sit is what

you sees!” True in policy/politics & in life. Jack

Kramer was by far the best professor | had at Mary
Wash - some of the most challenging and thought-

provoking discussions happened in his tutorials.

- Lauré Durbin Ferguson, class of 1981



MORE PROFESSORS . . ..

Jack Kramer

by ANNE BAVOCA

Sitting in a fixed but relaxed posi-
tion, feet atop his desk, Jack Kramer
feels good about being a teacher
students will remember ten years
from now.

Although Kramer is encouraged
by the results of the Bullet poll, half-
jokingly he remarks, “And I thought
most students wanted to block me
out of their memories completely.”

Kramer's words are only half in
jest because he knows students are
intimidated by him. He says,
however, intimidation is “never his
intention.” In fact, intimidation wor-
ries Kramer because, “it causes
blockages and makes a teacher less
effective.” Kramer's teaching style
incorporates much class participa-
tion, and this, he says, inherently
causes students to feel intimidated.

In all his classes, Kramer works to
develop the analytical, writing and
oratorical skills of the student. Tt is,
“essential to know how to sell
yourself in this world,” he insists.
Kramer's goal is to make students
marketable, help students express
themselves clearly and coherently.

Congratulations on your
retirement, Dr. Kramer! Your
9 am Intro to Pol Sci 101 class
changed the course of my life
in the best possible way! Thank
you for being such a dynamic and

engaging educator.

Warm regards,
Catherine (Dordai) Schmidt

Having taught for the past eleven
years, Kramer says a course in which
students memarize facts and details
accomplishes virtually nothing. “A
liberal arts education means not
simply to consume a body of facts, it
goes far beyond that,” Kramer says.

He admits most people begin to
mellow after leaving graduate
school, but says he has gotten maore
rigorous with each year of his life. 1
won't tolerate sub-standards. I
always demand 110 percent from

photos by TH

everyone because most human be-
ings never demand enough of
themselves."

Kramer finds the majority of
students who take his courses rise
above intimidation. They learn to ex-
press themselves coherently, and
benefit from what he has demanded
of them, Students see Jack Kramer
as one of the driving forces of their
undergraduate careers, a person
they will remember long after facts
and details have floated away.

Truly appreciative of my opportunity
to have studied underneath such
a passionate and caring professor
like Dr. Kramer. He, and the rest
of the PS/IA department are a
huge reason | am where | am today
professionally! Thank you.

-Johnny Cronin
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“Dixie Lee’”’ Crowned Wo-man 1984

by JANE ELLEN MOSES

After two hours of grueling com-
petition, Troy ‘'‘Dixie Lee"
Knighton, who thrilled the audience
and judges with her southern belle
charm, was crowned Miss Wo-man
1984,

Worries that the "Cuddles" photo
scandal had sullied the pageant's
reputation beyond repair, were soon
dispelled. The 11 “'young ladies" who
participated were received warmly
by frenzied screams and shouts from

the audience that had tilled Dodd
auditorium to capacity.
Alan *
Bradshaw,
Rob *“Trixie"
Baker, . David
Biggs, “Rachel”
“Fifi" Adenan, Larry
Byvik, Troy "Dixie
and Phil “Bootsie”
The pageant was officiated by
M.C. Jack Kramer, who graciously
donated his time to host the contest.
Honorable judges included some of

Dan “Daniele” Ratner,

Kneebone,
“Candy "
Ray Daisey, Abas

Jack Kramer hosted WO-MAD

“Arrabelle” -

MWC's finest, Ann Thompson,
Talley Booker, Bette Luttrell, Wo-
man's past M.C. “Big Dick"
Palmieri, Steve "Bow tie" Stageberg
and MWC's very own Bob Birt.

The audience was pacified between
set changes by pop entertainment,
courtesy of the four-member band
“The Visitors"”, The band’s songs in-
cluded The Go-Go's, “Our Lips are
Sealed”” and The Pretenders, ' Back
on the Chain Gang.”

The competiton opened with the
parade of evening gowns. Each con-
testant was a picture of individual
beauty. The swim suit competition
followed. Contestants reappeared
scantily clad and ready to strut their
stuff. Alan “Nicki" Potts and Larry
“Arabelle” Byvik both gave
memorable appearances in tight-
fitting bikinis. Jay “Bubbles” Brad-
shaw was captivating with his
“western look', consisting of
cowboy boots and deep purple suit.

Contestants were given the oppor-
tunity to prove they could be real
Wo-men in the talent portion of the

competition which followed._

Clad in a black body suit and black
seamed stockings, Alan “Nicki"
potts performed her seductive bar
room song and dance “Don’t Tell
Mama", Obviously words of advice
for all “ladies” involved in the Wo-
Man contest.

*G.G." Baker and David “Candy
0'Slice” Biggs thrilled the audience
as they teamed up to do a little
break-dancing to the tune of “Jam
On It”,

Troy “Dixie Lee" Knighton also
showed the audience there was more
to her personality than southern
charm. Dressed in a white, toga mini-
dress, bangle bracelets and bran-
dishing a whip, “Dixie Lee" belted
out her version of “The Warrior."

At the close of the talent com-
petitiion the girls returned to the
stage in their original gowns,
breathlessly awaiting the judges
choice of three finalists. '

Jack Kramer received the judges
decision and announced the three
finalists. Alan “Nicki"

Potts, David_

ndy O'Slice” Biggs, and Troy
Dixie Lee" Knighton,chosen from
the 11 contestants, stepped forward
in obvious excited anticipation.
After being individually questioned
by Kramer, the girls returned to
center stagé as the judges
deliberated.

When the results were finally an.

nounced, Troy “Dixie Lee"
Knighton was crowned Wo-man
1984, Alan "Nicki" Potts was first
runner-up, and David “Candy
O'Slice” Biggs, was the second
runner-up.

“Dixie Lee" accepted the erown
and bouquet with her typical
southern poise, as she was mobbed
by her fellow “Wo-man" contenders.

Editor's Note: We at The Bullet can
appreciate that being a Wo-man can
sometimes be a real "drag.”

Godspeed, Dr. Kramer! Long
live the no-no list!

-Sam Litchford

The man scared me to death! One misspelling in a paper (in the typewriter days,
before spell check) was half a letter grade down, being randomly called onin

class.....I felt holy terror before entering his classes.

That said, | was better prepared for his classes than any other and he always held
my attention. | remain grateful to be a student of his!

Krist

n Guthrie Corrie ‘85




Internship Program

Under Review

by M. JACKSON BEATTIE

Senior intern Dawn Kidd asserted,
“Looking back on my college years,
some of my most pleasurable and
educational experiences transpired
while I was working as an intern,"”

Surprisingly, though, the intern-
ship program has become the focus
of criticism among many faculty
members as enrollment has declined
sharply since last spring.

According to Amy Hale, assistant
dean for academic and career advis-
ing and director of internship pro-
grams, the number of interns has
declined from 97 last year to 69 to-
day.

The Faculty Committee on Special
Projects is currently looking into
this situation and ways to improve
the program. A questionaire publish-
ed by the committee and distributed
to students in many classes last
week should aid them in determining
why intern enrollment has dropped.

While the panel may make their in-
itial recommendations this semester,
Hale said it is unlikely that any ac-
tion will be taken to change the
system before next fall

Although hesitant to make any
comment before seeing the results of
the survey, Hale stated that the
dwindling number of participants
may be the result of changes in facul-
ty department policy.

“Recently a number of depart-
ments decided to no longer give
credit toward the major for intern-
ships. Also many no longer give
graded credit,” she said. A total of
six departments do not give credit
toward the major, while two depart-
ments allow a maxitnum of three
credits. In addition, six departments
do not limit the number of credits
awarded for interns. .

Jack Kramer, a sponsor of six in-
terns and chairperson of the Politjcal
Science and International Affairs
department explained, I am a sup-
porter of the internship program and
have little but praise for it under cer-
tain reservations.” :

“Since it is wvery difficult to
evaluate a student's performance,
our students intern on a pass/fail
basis. Because political science ma-
jors have fewer optional courses
than international affairs majors
and more required classes, we
bestow credit for internships only to
international affairs majors,” he
said.

Dawn Kidd, who is currently com-
pleting her third internship, works
for Congressman James Olin.
Responding to the belief that stu-
dent time would be better spent in
class, Kidd said, “The practical ex-
perience I've gained and the career
opportunitites opened for me as an
intern could not have been achieved
in the classroom.”

Hale, who received her masters in
social work from the University of
Michigan, has viewed internships
from many angles. She undertook
several internships as an
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dent as well. In addition, Hale work-
ed for the state of Michigan follow-
ing her graduation and empolyed a
number of interns in her work there.

During the eight years she served
as an instructor for the MWC
sociology department, Hale spon-
sored many interns. “The positive
experiences I've had as an intern and
working with interns inclined me to
take this job, which I've had for five
years,"" Hale said.

Two of Hale's main respon-
gibilities include running career
workshops and advising and
counseling interns. She stated that
in talking to students she tries to
match their interests with the 400
job possibilities she has on file.

After receiving an internship
packet it is the student’s duty to ar-
range for an interview and apply for
the job. Once a job is obtained, Hale
works with the student in deciding
how much credit should be awarded
upon successful completion of the in-
ternship, As many as six credits or

i
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as few as two can be given, but four
credit internships are the most com-
mon.

“The process of becoming an in-
tern is easier than most people think,
but it is important to plan ahead and
secure the job in advance.” In cer-
tain jobs which require a security
clearance it's best to apply one year
ahead of time, Hale said.

While more than two-thirds of the
interns this year are seniors,
students can become interns as early
as the summer prior to their junior
year. Approximately one-third of the
internships are paid.

Students interested in obtaining
an internship or learning more about
the program should contact Amy
Hale at X4694, G.W. 204.




Final Examination

My heartfelt best wishes to Jack!
- Curtis Ryan
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Infernational Politics Toward the Year 2000:
Resoiving Today's Tensions for Tomomow's Peace

Ir. Jack Kramer for a predic-
n to visit Berlin and the Ber-
of getting a piece of the wall
as a memento of history,

U.S. Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference

As a student at Mary Washington College in the early 1990’s, | took a course in the politics of the
USSR with Dr. Kramer. | still recall the criticality of active v passive writing. Unfortunately, it remains
difficult to execute.

In the Spring of 1991, we traveled central Europe together for ten days to complete the practical
portion of a Europe Since 1945 course. Our first night - spent in a Berlin hotel on Alexanderplatz that
is still there - was my first night spent outside of the continental United States & Canada. It sparked a
life long romance with Berlin and East German women. ‘America Get Out’ was spray painted on nearly
every block.

| vividly recall the pile of rubble that was a church in Dresden, finding myself locked in a water closet at
a Vienna ubahn stop and negotiating for four Budweiser Budvar using broken German and a calculator
in an open air market surrounded by bullet scarred buildings in Budapest.

The trip - a central one in my life - ensured a life-long career in International Affairs.

Please extend my best wishes to Dr. Kramer for a long and enjoyable retirement.

Best Regards,
Jeff Bernard
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Student Spotlight:
Anne Daugherty, Class of 1998

A Feature Honoring Outstanding Students And Graduates

By Mike Hurris

Daugherty (center) shown with MW U roommates Sarah Gilbert (left) and Lara
Fedorov (right).

[rom the [

Dr. Jack Kramer was a profound influence on me during my Mary Washington years. He taught
me first-hand the value of hard-work, preparation, and meticulous detail. | never, ever even
thought about coming to his seminars unprepared, and these values have served me well in

my professional career. Jack’s influence on my life allows me to pass these traits to my children
(and | do not believe | wrote this sentence in the passive voice). All Mary Washington alumni

fortunate enough to have crossed paths with Jack shared a wonderful and indelible experience.

-Luke P. Sbarra




Dr. Kramer played a significant role in my college career at Mary
Washington. As a student in his classes, an aide to the Political Science
& International Affairs Department, and as a student representative, |
learned a great deal about political science, the writing process, and life

g[A in general.
2000-200 %

| first met Dr. Kramer when | registered for Politics of the Soviet
Successor States as a sophomore in the Spring of 1999. | managed to

slip into the class during the Drop/Add period. Walking into Monroe
Hall, I knew | needed to take the class to graduate, but | had no clue what | was getting . During that
semester, | learned where Moldova was, to avoid writing in the passive voice, to study the index of
our textbooks for his infamous ID tests, and that Ronald Reagan said only one thing Dr. Kramer ever
agreed with, “that the USSR was truly an evil empire.”

-y B

MWC
PSG '

In the Fall of 1999, | was hired as a student aide in the political science department. To this day, it
was still one of the best jobs | ever had, even though | only made minimum wage (despite Dr. Kramer
repeatedly promising me a raise of a quarter an hour). | worked in the department from 1999-

2001 and interacted daily with all the professors in the department, where | could see, up close

and personal, what it was like teach political science. Working with Dr. Kramerl, | learned how to
translate the hieroglyphics of his handwriting and to excavate his office, looking for missing papers
and books.

Through my job as a student aide (and as an elected student representative from 2000-2001) | was
also able to see the bigger picture of that the professors did, particularly Dr. Kramer. They cared,
deeply, about teaching and interacting with students. | would spend a lot of time in Dr. Kramer’s
office, talking about political science, the 2000 Election, Russia, and even life. In our conversations,
| saw how much he cared about his wife, Mary Lou. | respected how their marriage fit them, how he
cooked, and she paid the bills.

To this day, | am forever grateful to Dr. Kramer for
recommending me a (paid!) internship on Capitol Hill with )
the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe in ) -
the summer of 2000. | was struggling to find a Capitol Hill . _
internship on my own, but Dr Kramer was able to secure MEET THE FACULTY. i
an invaluable experience for me, working with a bipartisan, o e fu)
joint committee, comprised of members from both the ) :
House and Senate. That summer, | was able to meet
Newt Gingrich, Bob Dole, Steny Hoyer, and John McCain,
along with working with professional staffers on joint
congressional resolutions.

Dr. Kramer encouraged my love of political science and
proved to be a great mentor during my time at Mary
Washington. | thoroughly enjoyed all my interactions with
him and consider myself blessed that | transferred into his
Politics of Soviet Successor States class as a sophomore.

-Judy Gross



Dr. Kramer is truly one of the best professors | have ever had, even if | had
to transfer out of his class. He did his best to help me out during a rough
period and | will always be grateful for that.

- Lauren Reyes
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Poli Sci Majors Cope With Overcrowding And Understaffing
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Congrats to Dr. Kramer- one of the best two tour guides of a European Capital tour! The other- Dr. Blakemore.
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Students pose in 5L Mark's Square in Venice, [taly
on the European Capitals Tour.

- Amy Acors



Summer Days-Abroad
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sccompanied the Mary Washingion students as
well

“We weren't just with Americans, learning
about the Scottish people, we aciually ot jo know
them,” senior Marths Heusen sasd.

Mary Washington College students sasd the trip
also helped them build friendships among
Ihemselves.

“Of course | met new people while in Scotland,
but | became betler friends with the Mary
Washingron students thal went as well,” Tripodi
said. “1 kmew them from classes, but had never
gonen to know them personally.”

Professor Morton hopes that shedents are able
to apply whit they have learned in the classroom
to 8 wider perspective and take thal new
knorwledpe back with them.

“T want students to come away with the idea
that historic preservation i a global activity, that
it's mol something we just do in Amersca,” Morton
said. “Every nation has something 1o preserve,
and by learning how they go about preserving their
culiure, we learn what they value,”

Another group of stadents improved their
Spanish speaking skilli and cultural awareness
through full imme rion in 8 three-week program
in Merida, Mexico, Seventesn students lived with
host families and took courses from Mary
Washingion College Spanish professors at the
Universidad Autonoma del Yucatan.

"I really liked being in another country and
diverging myself into another cubture.” said junior
Megan Blodgetn who traveled o Mexico with the
Modern Foreign Languages Department. “The
people were very friendly but riding the public
buses was kind of scary.”

Ana Chichester, sisocime professor of modern
foreign languages, mught a bilingual class on
contemporary Méxican poetry, snd Karen Burell,
sensor becture of modern foreign language, taught
aclass on Hispanic culture. The students said that
whide they liked the fact that they were studying
the culture in class, they could experience that
culture in the oity and in their homes.

“I really liked the class because rather than just
siting in a clxs, you actually pet © po out and
experience the culture by going out in the streets
and 1o the market and 10 museums and soulf,”
Junior Katie Swegan said. "It wasn't just heaning
abour it in books but instead we go 1o live it

The students said having the experiences of
living with Mexican familses fostered the learmng
NV nment.

*Staying with a family was the most incredible
past of it all because it really gave s a chance o

immerse ourselves into their culture,” junior Kristen
Walthall said.

“1 think that is one of the strengths of this program in
that we find families that are mare than helplul in hosting
American students and they praise us for how well
prepared and how well mannered the students are,”
Chichesier said. “ was so pleased with the way that the
group handled all sons of adversity and how they did a
lot more outside of what 1 had planned for them to do.”

Outside of the city of Merida, the groap wok many
excursions to nearby archeological sites, such as the
Mayan ruins of Uxmal and Chichen-liza to eshance their
learning experience of the Mayan culture. The group
visited Lol-tum, & cave where Mayan rituals wok place
many Yyears ago. Along the way, the group also found
several cenotes, underground swimming kboles.

The group also went 1o nearby Progreso Beach as well
a5 an ecological nature preserve called Celestun which
wias full of flamingos. Several of the students spent a
fun-filled weekend at the sla Mujeres, an island just
twenty minules from Cancun. Crthers opted 1o go 1o the
hackpacking destination of Tulum [or the weekend, a
nearbry site full of reins abong the beach

Photo counesy. of Parer Blakemore
Lisa Marie Carlion, Katrina Wilson, John
East and Allison Jennings at the Terezin
concentration camp in the Czech Republic.




2002 European
Capitals Trip

My first experience with Dr. Kramer was
as asophomore on the European Capitals
Tripin 2002. That was my first experience
because | couldn’t get into any of his
classes until I was a senior.

Like most students and professors, he

college papers or journal articles on them
to get abook deal.

| remember giving a 40 minute
presentation on nuclear energy in
Eastern Europe for my project on Eastern
European integration into the EU, | still
have no idea how | managed to get an A
on that, | suppose Dr. Kramer was in a
generous mood that day.

-Jason “Tex” Lancaster MWC ‘04

called me by my nickname, Tex. | don’t
think | even wrote my name on most
papers, just drew a Texas flag.

I remember Dr Blakemore and Dr Kramer
joking with each other over whether 1A
or history was a more important subject.
With a BA in |A and an MA in history, |
resemble that debate now.

That was my first time in Vienna, and the
first time | really spent thought on the
Austro-Hungarian Navy, almost 20 years
later, | have a book deal to write a book
on the Austro-Hungarian Navy. Without
that trip, | don’'t think | would have written




Midterm
Elections
Approach

1« ELECTION, page 1
throughout the day on Tuesday to get out the
vote
For UMW junior Elise Memita, getting
out the vote takes on a more literal meaning.
As a student employee at the campus post
office Memita said the rush of absentee
ballots has been difficult to manage.
“People’s ballots keep getting sent back

because they think they don't have to put
stamps on the envelopes,” Memita said. “I've
had to hand back at least 10 ballots already.”

According to senior Tessa Merma, UMW
Legislative Action Committee’s social chair,
the committee sent out a total of about 300
absentee ballots filled out by in-state

students.
In a race as close as this every vote counts, .
according fo Professor Lechelt

Lechelt has already mailed off his
absentee ballot

“1 voted for Webb, for what its worth,”
Lechelt said. “Party identification is the main
reason why people vote the way they vote.”

UMW mathematics Professor Larry
Lehman attributes his decision to endorse
Webb to party affiliation,

Lehman, who is the only UMW professor
listed on of ecrets.org who has made a
campaign contribution during the 2006
election cycle, said party alignment is
particularly important in this midterm
election,

“I view the war in Iraq as the most
important issue nationally,” Lehman said.
“Chany the party alignment in Congress
may be the only way to deal with that.”

Dr. Jack Kramer, head of the political
science and international affairs department

said he has also made political contributions -
during the current election cycle, but he
chooses not to make that information public.
“In my role as a professor I do not wish to
be seen as having a bias towards either

party,” Kramer said

Dr. Kramer was one of my favorite professors at Mary
Washington. His Soviet Successor States class in the early
aughts was straight out of ‘Dead Poet’s Society. We had about
10 students around a big table in a Monroe Hall classroom
discussing frankly unbelievable world events. Nothing could
beat Dr. Kramer becoming more and more animated about an
incredible political event before consigning a despot to the
“trash bin of history” (his favorite classroom catchphrase). There
was no worse fate for world leaders discussed in Dr. Kramer’s
political science classes than being sent down the hall to the
history department. Dr. Kramer your passion was passed on to
your grateful students.

Thank you and enjoy your retirement,
Connor Hannigan ‘05

Dr. Kramer,

| wish you a happy retirement! You are an amazing teacher

and one of the most influential mentors of my life. | will always
remember your list of no-no’s! | kept a copy that | will pass to my
children. You offered two pieces of advice that changed my path.
First, you encouraged

me to travel outside of my comfort zone. | refocused my study
abroad plans away from Europe and went to South Africa.
Secondly, you advised “Kara, graduate school is not the place to
find yourself. Get a job.” | have passed those wise words on to
other young people. Following your guidance, | moved to DC. My
husband and | work for DoS and have traveled the world; | write
to you from Zambia!

Thank you for sharing your wisdom, knowledge, and humor. |
graduated UMW 16 years ago, but still feel the effect of your
tutelage. Thousands of former students will pass on your wisdom
- surely your impact will ripple through many generations. | wish
you all the best in the years ahead.

With a grateful heart,
Kara McCulloch Kowalik, Class of 2005



USING LIBERAL ARTS
TOOLS TO MEND
INTERNATIONAL FENCES

The United States Air Force's
inadvertent bombing of the Chinese
Embassy in Belgrade in 1999 trig
gered the kind of international drama
usually reserved for the movies.
Chinese citizens took to the streets,
trashing the US. Embassy in Beijing,
Unfortunately, one of Americas most
experienced China-area diplomats
was back home receiving an award
for his work

That diplomiat, Clifford “Ford™
Hart "80, wouldn't remain stateside
for long, though. Within days, he
was on a plane bound for China,
where he was serving his third tour
There, he joined a team of American
diplomats who met with top Chinese
officials, clarified what happened and
determined the proper amount of
restitution. After months of delicate
exchanges, tensions cooled

Four years later, Harl was
working in the White House as
the Director for China and Taiwan
Affairs on the National Security
Council staff. Regularly briefing
President Bush and Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice and coordinating
activities among US, agencies, he
played a central role in framing U.S
policy toward China. After complet-
ing his White House assignment in
2004, Hart helped set up a new State
Drepartment office of post-conflict
reconstruction and stabilization.

Hart, 46, lives in Arlington with
his wife, Kay, a former US. diplomat,
and two daughters

When he was an international
affairs and Russian major at Mary
Washington, he aspired to play a role
in LS, foreign policy. While also

attracted to public service in the mili-
tary or intelligence, Hart said, “1 was
always most interested in diplomacy
Al the end of the day, the Foreign
Service was always my top preference”

Cin his way to the State
Department, he stopped at Sen. Joe
Biden’s office (D-Del.) before moving
on to graduate school at the University
of Virginia. Since joining the Foreign
Service in 1983, he has utilized his
Russian language and Soviet politics
skills - developed at Mary Washington

du:mg assignments in Moscow
and as Kazakhstan desk officer in the
mid-1990s. The focus of Hart’s career,
however, has been China

After his first diplomatic assign-
ment at the US. Consulate General in
Guangzhou, Hart took an intensive
two-year full-time course in Chinese.
Completing it just at the time of the
Tiananmen Square demonstrations
in 1989, Ford spent his next China
assignment at the U.5. Embassy in
Beijing as an economic officer during
a fragile period in US.-Chinese
relations. In 1990, Hart ran the U5
governments team that monitored
Mongolia’s first truly democratic elec-
tion. Back in Beijing during the first
Gulf War, Hart helped to ensure that
Chinese companies observed United
Nations' sanctions against Irag

In subsequent years, Hart served
in Washington in various positions
and again in China from 1997 to
2000, During that time he won the
Foreign Service’s coveled Director
Generals Award - the Department’s
highest commendation for diplo
matic reporting - for his assessments
of Chinese national politics and
Beijing’s relations with Taiwan. That
award is what brought Hart back 10
Washington during eruption of the
1999 crisis in Beyjing

Throughout every assignment
in Asia, the Soviet Union and
Washington, Hart continued to
apply the liberal arts experience he
acquired at Mary Washington. “One
of the indispensable skills a diplomat
must possess is the ability to write
clear, accessible prose and have
strong analysis behind it,” he said

In that respect, Mary Washington's
professors - especially Jack Kramer
did an enormous amount for me.

Kramer, chair of the Department
of Political Science/International
Affairs, said Hart’s accomplishments
are no surprise. "He is a beautiful
writer,” Kramer said. "And his oral
communication is very effective. He
has outstanding analytical abilities
and a good work ethic”

Today, as Diirector of the Office
of Taiwan Coordination, Hart helps
manage the United States’ complex
relationship with Taiwan. “The only
place in the world where the ULS
today confronts the possibility of a
war with a major power is with China
over Taiwan,” Hart said. In light of
that assessment, a worldly weight
rests with Hart's Mary Washington
honed diplomatic skills

= Les Shaver 97
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Dr. Kramer has been one of the
most inspiring and challenging
educators I've ever experienced
in the classroom. He would cover
my papers in red ink, push me to
re-examine my arguments, and
dissect every sentence. However,
his office was always open, and he
truly cared about each student. |
still have the paper saved where
I got an A (it still looks like a
murder scene in the margins).

I hope Dr. Kramer plans some
amazing trips to Europe for when
the pandemic is over!

-Nick D
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Colleagues

A retirement celebe aticn for
Distinguished Professor of History
William B. “Bill” Crawley br. at the Jepson
Alumni Executive Center on the evening
of graduation witnessed the reunion
of four professorial stalwarts from the
19705, Jaining Crawley (pictured second
from right) were, left to right, former
economics professors John M. “Jack”
Alberting and William “Bud® Clatanaoff
and current Distinguished Professor of
Political Science John M, “Jack” Kramer.,
All four joined the faculty in the early
1970s. Few social science students of
that era did not take classes from at least

one of them,

Their tenures at Mary Washington
eventually launched Albertine and
Clatancff imo other prominent
positions. After working as an economic

contest

International Relations

connection between the two.

schools.

Retirement Reunites

Nicholas Jacobs "11 has won a prominent national essay
competition, bringing to eight the number of times since
1995 that UMW undergraduates have claimed the top spot
in the political science honor society Pi Sigma Alpha’s annual

This record of academic achievement is unmatched, as no
other school in the nation has won more than twice,” said Jack
Kramer, chair of the UMW Department of Political Science and

Jacobs recently won first place in Pi Sigma Alpha's 2000
competition for the best undergraduate class paper. His
paper, Professional Reputation: Why the First Year of the
Americon Presidency is Overstated, makes the case that the
outcomes of a president’s first year cannot be used as a simple
pradictor of future success or failure bacause there is no

A political science and education major, Jacobs is treasurer
of the UMW chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha and has been named to
the Dean’s List. His essay also was a winner in the natural and
social sciences category of Mary Washington's 19th Annual
Student Writing Contest. In addition, he presented the paper
at the annual Virginia Social Science Association Conference

i 2009 and received a UMW grant to conduct research on
segregation in District of Columbia charter schools. He is
writing an honors thesis on democratic education in public

advisor In the federal governmient for
a number of years, Albertine founded
Albertine Enterprises Inc., a merchant
banking, consulting, and lobbying
firm. Clatanoff worked for the US
departments of Labor and State. He
recently retired after assignments
in such areas as Bahrain, Japan, and
Switzerland

Crawley remained at Mary
Washington for 40 years prior to his
retirerment earbier this vear, Kramer
continues 1o teach at UMW, serving
for the past 27 years as chair of the
Department of Political Sclence and
International Affairs

The UMW connection for three of the
four - Albertine, Clatanoff, and Crawley
- goes beyond their employment at
the University, as they all married Mary
Washington graduates. Each of their
wives has had her own connection with

UMW Political Science Department
Continues String of Victories

S —

competition,

the institution: Kathy Deneke Clatanoff
72 taught economics for a time; Mona
Davis Albertine 71 was a member of
the Board of Visitors and served as rector
from 2004 to 2006; and Terrie Young
Crawley "77 was president of the Mary
Washington Alumni Assoclation from
1996 to 1998 and is currently secretary of
the UMW Foundation board of directors,

Fi Sigma Alpha, which has nearly 700 chapters on college
and university campuses across the United States and in
Guam, is the only honor society for college students of
pGlIIIl.' al science and QOver THTeEnt

Nicholas Jacobs, a senior political science and education
major, won the top award in a national political science essay




Dahlgren Hosts Lecture Series on National Security

By RIVES KUHAR

The University of Mary
Washington Dahklgren Campas
Center for Edecation asd Re-
scarch is curremly holding a
five-pam lecture series on na-
Lsona] secarity.

The serics began om March 7
when Associate Professor of po-
litical sciemce Jason Davidson
spoke. Davidson™s lecture was
focused around his  book,
*Amen<a’s Allics and War™

“We take these kinds of
things very seriously and put &
kot of time into preparing be-
camse we wanl the sudience 10
et what they deserve,”™ David-
s0m said.

Having the opportunity o
share personal experise with an
esteemed audience of military
instillations and professionals
and incite a valuable conversa-
tiom was rewarding towards
Davidson

“When you have such an ex-
penienced audience o inseract
with, everything s opem o a
conversation... | was pleasantly
surprized by the quality of ques-
tioes | received. For me itwasa
wonderful experience,” David-
son said

Mark Saffersione, executive
director of the UMY Dahlgren
Campas, echood Davidson's ex-
perience by recognizing the im-
portance of the audience.

“The value of this lecture s2-
rics is that it's & tremendous op-
portunity for the university and
its Faculry s become guickly en-
gaged with an audience 1hat is
umique and different than an all-
studen! population,” Safferstone
said

Safferstone added that stu-
dents should anend not only to
undersiand 1he issues of allies
mnd their threat to the ULS,, bt
also vo wee o different side of
their professors

“What the students can find
inspiring is o see that the pro=
fessor whaose classes they sit in
week afler week, semesser after
sEMesler, are not only greasl
teachers of undergraduares, bl

also these same pm{:wm exe
preas extreme knowledge that is
respected by a sophisiicated an-
dience,” Saffersione said.

Jack Kramer, professor of po-
litical science, spoke on April 4
ahoul “National Security Envie
ranment in the 2151 Cenbary.™

Before 1he lecture, Kramer
was looking foreand 1o speaking
a Dahlgren, a place thai uses
this bemelicial infoemation on &
daily basis 10 develap mililary
and allved delernse,

“The n':ilir,ar:r 4 always for-
wand thinking,"™ Bramer sabd. “[1
wanl] 10 provoke thinking...
give.-both sides of the angument
and have studems think in daffer-
ent ways.”

According to the LIMW's
Draklgren Website, future topics
and presentations include “The
Baltic S1ases: Strategic Consid-
erations and American Foreign
Policy™ with Jack Kramer,
*Stmbegic Challenges i Norihs
east Asiaz Implications for US
National Security Policy™ with
Professor of Political Science
and Intermational Affxirs Eliza-
beah Larus and “The Security
Implications of the Arab Spring”™
with Associste Professor of Po-
lincal Sciemce Ramjit Singh.

According to Saffersione,
Dahlgren is planning mone lec-
ture series for the fanare.

“This shoows how the umiver-
ity comimnues o support the pro-

I think | took every single class he taught. By the end of my undergrad, he

Foreign Affairs Essay Ranks High
at Naval Academy Conference

- Joshua Clarke

International affairs major Callie
Kyhl "12 was named first runner-up
for best civilian paper in the Naval
Academy Foreign Affairs Conference
(NAFAC) national essay contest. Her
winning paper was titled U.5.-China
Competition in the South China Sea: A
U5, "Eclipsed” or “Resurgent.”

Jack Kramer, UMW distinguished
professor of political science and
international affairs, worked with Kyhl
on the semester-long independent
study for which she wrote the essay.

“This is a truly outstanding and
very well-deserved achievement on
Callie's part,” Kramer said. “It is also
a testimonial to the outstanding

education Callie has received at

UMW, where faculty and students

routinely work closely together.”
Kyhl is a paralegal for Livesay

& Myers in Manassas, Va,, and she

once held a seat on the Remington

Town Council. A member of Phi Beta

Kappa and the UMW Pre-Law Society,

she hopes to complete Virginia's
Law Reader Program and become a
licensed attorney.

Held in April, MAFAC is the
country’s leading undergraduate
conference, bringing together
promising students from around
the world to discuss current global
affairs,

called me a glutton for punishment because of my attendance in his classes.

Callie Kyhl "12

fesssonal development of safety
and secunity of the nation,” said
Salferstone.

According 1] LMW'
Diahlgren websisg, the Joint Wars
fxre Analysis Center (IWAC),
the Fredencksburg Regional
Chamber of Commerce™s Mili-
tary Affsirs Council and the
LMW Polizical Seienee and Ip-
termatbonal Affairs Depariment
created this lecnare series, which
is free, open 1o the public and
held in Dahlgren’s University
Hall, Boam 110, froem B am, i
10:30 am. on selecied daies,

Registration is necessary 1o
ersure seating for each lechare,




When | was a Sophomore, | somehow
made it into one of Professor Kramer'’s
Senior seminars. | remember on the first
day he said, if by the end of the course
you know my political leanings | have
done something wrong. | was so taken
with this thinking that now, more than a
decade later | still remember it clear as
day. | also remember his style of calling
on people and how nervous | would be to
walk through that door each class. But
even being so nervous that | distinctly
remember crying in my car afterwards, it
was still one of my favorite UMW
memories. After | graduated Professor
Kramer was one of the few Professors |
stayed in touch with. He inspired me to
think critically, challenge intentionally and
will forever be a highlight of my academic
career.

Jack Kramer
Political Science and
1" H‘ﬂ]dli“ﬂill \”Elll"'ﬂ -Leah Kleff, Classof 2011

Lydia: A A very good critique that addressed all requirements of this assignment and was both well
written and well organized.

And, BY FAR, the most important thing: you seem finally (!!) to have banished “in order” to the
syntactical trash bin of history where, hopefully, it will reside forever never again rearing its ugly head in
your writing....




UMW'’s IRO Spring 2019 VICS Conference Delegation

From Left to Right: Kyle Lehmann (Class of 2020), Julia Gibbons [Club President] (Class
of 2019), Michael Silberstein (Class of 2021), Zachary Handlin [Club Treasurer] (Class
of 2020), Josie Vernick [Club Secretary] (Class of 2021), John Flood (Class of 2020),
Jacob Lewis (Class of 2021)




Dr Kramer was so crucial to my overwhelmingly positive experience at
UMW. | really valued his support and guidance as | took classes under
him and during my time as political science student aide. It was always
lovely and interesting to be invited into his office during office hours and
discuss matters of the department, the development of research, and
current events. Due to his influence, | worked hard to try new areas for
my academic enrichment, presenting my Honors thesis in Washington DC
at the Pi Sigma Alpha conference, running for Pi Sigma Alpha president,
and helping other Political Science and International Affairs students with
International Relations Organizations. However, what | remember most
fondly about Dr Kramer was how much he truly cared for the department
and opportunities for the students in it. Hosting Political Science Career
Panel events at his house, making the time to meet with students about
their writing, and being a consistently cheerful presence in Monroe made
being a part of our department truly special. Working so closely with Dr.
Kramer, | always felt supported and encouraged to pursue my academic
curiosity to the furthest lengths, and also supported as a person.

-Julia Gibbons




Happy retirement!
| wanted to write this to thank you for educating me. |
have very fond memories of your classroom, and | have
no doubt that many of my best qualities as a writer
were ingrained there. | actually made it to WM Law,
and that’s thanks to you and the excellent department
you've run since the dawn of time. So, thank you for
dedicating so much of your time to help me and other
students achieve their dreams.

-Zach Handline

| think a fun running exchange | had with him was that he would call me his
resident “political historian.” Or whenever there was anything in class dealing
with statistics or data analysis he would jokingly say something to the effect
of “this is the boring nerd stuff that Kyle likes”

| remember one day in the Spring of 2019, | had just left Dr. Blakemore’s
office on the main floor. | had just exited the history office and entered the
hallway. On the other side of the hallway, | saw Dr. Kramer coming down the
stairs, presumably on his way to room 212.

We were the only two in the hall at the time. | waved and said hello from a
distance. In response, he winks, shoots me two finger guns, and disappears
into room 212 without saying a word.

Some fun quotes from my last semester of Russian Foreign Policy:

“Going back to my childhood I've had an aversion to phones” -1/14/2020

“I am proud of my mastery of the computer. (Beat) I'm cutting edge.”
-1/21/2020

“Pardon my harshness, but this guy was a total bird brain.”

“What was going on between Putin and Berlusconi is just wild. Takes me back
tomy

fraternity days... But we don’t need to go into that.”

“Yup, yeah, hey! | found it!™-Dr. Kramer after finding his pen

“Where the hell is the toilet paper? The Kazaks have it!"- Dr. Kramer
indirectly predicting the Covid-19 pandemic, 02/20/20

-Kyle Lehmann



The first time | met Jack was in December 2002 (!) when | flew in for my interview for the
tenure-track American Government position that was vacated by my good friend and fellow
gender politics scholar, Michele Swers, who left UMW to go to Georgetown. | flew in during

a snowstorm, and my flight was delayed and then eventually rerouted to Reagan National,
instead of Dulles, which delayed my drive down to campus even further and threw the
interview schedule into disarray. Upon checking into the motel where | was staying | promptly
locked the keys in the car, so Jack had to come get me and bring me to campus, even as campus
had closed because of snow. No worries, as Jack reassured me, the “show must go on.” | gave
ajob talk to a packed room of students and faculty who came out for my Friday talk evenon a
snow day - the last day of classes - before finals. | was mystified and smitten - if a chair can turn
out students on the last day of the semester when the University was actually closed then this
place had something special to offer.

Jack, at various
times during a given
semester:

“You're not going to
believe this email | got
from..”

“Hey sports fans...”
“You can't let the
inmates run the

asylum..”

“One day when you're
chair..”

“Why are you still here
(insert day and time)?”

Thank you, Jack, for setting the standard for what it means to be a true teacher-scholar, to
support us in our professional development and celebrate our accomplishments, and to create
a collegial, supportive, and productive department. It’s been a real pleasure working with you
these many years, and | wish you and MaryLou good health and quality time together enjoying
your respective retirements.

-Rosalyn Cooperman




Enjoy your retirement! Thank you for answering all
my questions during my first year at UMW. | feel very
fortunate to be in a department that is not only very
productive but is also very collegial. | wish you and your
wife a wonderful retirement.

-Melissa Martinez
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