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Twenty years from now you will be more
disappointed by the things that you didn't do than
by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines.
Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.

Mark Twain-disputed



History of BYC Youth Sailing

» Officially began in the summer of 1998

 Founding Leadership: Ken Vanstory, John Dillow, Tim
and Derith Rose

» Initial Equipment: Donated El Toro dinghies and
expanded to include Vanguard Optimists, DeWitts and
420 vessels.

* Covid Pandemic hampered the program followed by
modest recovery

» November 2025 formation of BYC Youth Sailing
Steering Committee



Benicia Yacht Club Youth Sailing Steering Committee

Steve Corwin Joe Kallios

Jane Piereth Joy Carlen

Benicia Yacht Club
Youth Sailing




Spirit of Our Program

Our mission is to cultivate the next generation of sailors

by providing high-quality instruction to every child,
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Core Values

Safety First, Always: Mastery of the water begins with a "safety-first" mindset. We instill the
discipline and situational awareness necessary to protect ourselves, our crew, and our equipment.

Inclusive Excellence: Whether a student is learning their first clove hitch or perfecting a roll tac




Enrollment

New to Sailing 8-12 years old
New to Sailing 13 to 16 years old

Intermediate Sailing - previous course/passes evaluation

Other

Must be able to Swim 25 yards-test day 1



Key Skill Sets Taught-Beginners

Customs and etiquette

Safety around and on the water

Reading the wind, water, weather
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Instructor Certifications

US Sailing Level 1 or ASA 210, (18 years old for full instructor 16 Asst.)
Cal Boaters Card




Vanguard Optimist Prams




Optimist Red Dragons (similar)




Each session is 5-days
Monday-Friday

6 hours per day (10
AM to 4 PM)

2026 Scheduling-Final TBD

JUNE - JULY

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 28 1 2 3 4




What Else is Possible?

Open Sailing Hours- Weekends Saturday or Sunday 4
hours I0oAM-2PM Summer, Winter, Fall, Spring for
qualified students

Weekend Sailing Classes during School Year

Keel Boat Sailing I.essons Adults and Children

High School Sailing Club

Please be sure to complete the Survey and write on the back any
additional thoughts and/or comments
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