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Commodore Natalie Boltz Keller

Hello BYC Members,
February may be the shortest 

month of the year, but it was full 
of the kind of energy, camaraderie, and 
momentum that make Benicia Yacht 
Club so special. Also, this might be my 
longest ‘From The Helm’ yet!

Our Crab Feed was, once again, a tre-
mendous success. Having this fun time 

with you on Valentines Day was extra 
special. From the moment the first ta-
bles were set to the last cracked shell, the 
clubhouse was filled with laughter, full 
plates, and even fuller hearts. Events like 
this do not happen by accident, they are 
the result of an incredible team of volun-
teers who give their time to make sure 
our traditions continue. Thank you to 
everyone who helped!

February also brought continued par-
ticipation in our Fundraising for Floors 
BINGO nights. We are working hard 
to raise funds and finalize details for 
scheduling this project which, as you 
can imagine, will be a huge undertak-
ing for the Club. We will be calling on all 
members to donate some time towards 
our facelift; we will have tasks for all lev-
els of ability and thank you in advance 
for your willingness to help.

As we move into March, we begin to 
feel the shift toward spring and the start 
of a more active season on the water and 
around the club. There will be more op-
portunities to meet and interact with fel-
low boaters who are cruising in via land 
or water to enjoy our club. I encourage 

each of you to introduce yourself to our 
guests, chat with them and make them 
feel welcome at BYC. We have an ex-
cellent reputation for being a warm and 
welcoming club, let’s continue to live up 
to that.

This club has always thrived because 
of its members. Your time, your enthu-
siasm, and your willingness to show 
up are what make BYC the incredible 
place it is. I am grateful to serve as your 
Commodore and appreciate the positive 
[and some negative] feedback that I have 
been receiving in the last 90 days since I 
was sworn in. If you have feedback you 
would like to provide, I am always avail-
able to chat with you!

I want to give a special shout out to 
Rear Commodore Don Kerr for put-
ting together the member survey that 
was sent out. Your feedback provided 
is incredibly valuable. Thank you, Don!

I look forward to seeing you at the 
club soon.

Warm regards,
Natalie Boltz Keller
Commodore 
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Sun� CLOSED

 Norton Lounge & Bar� 707 746-6600 
Mon-Tue� CLOSED

Wed� 12-8P

Thu-Sat� 12-10P

Sun (Member Potluck Only)� 1-5P

 Regatta Room

Wed-Sat� 4-8P (By Reservation)

Officers and Directors

Commodore Natalie Boltz Keller · Vice Commodore Joe Kallios · Rear Commodore 
Don Kerr · Secretary Mark Campbell · Treasurer Randy Norman · Director Mike 

Bernico · Director Steve Corwin · Director Sue Bittner · Director Mitch Kessler · Jr. Staff 
Commodore Bob Bohnet
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Fleet Captain Brian West · Fleet Surgeon Deb Murray · Historian OPEN · House Chair 
Randy Norman · Entertainment Chair Cyndi Hennike · Membership Chair OPEN · 

Membership Secretary OPEN · Publicity Chair OPEN · Audit Committee Joe Kallios · 
PICYA Delegate Randy Norman · PICYA Delegate Rick Albers · PICYA Delegate OPEN 

· Port Captain Angels Grigas · Race Chair Noble Griswold · Safety & Protocol OPEN 
· Ship Store Manager Debi Hall · Sunshine Chair Rachele Bohnet · Webmaster Risa 
Corwin · WindWord Editor Rick Albers [Interim] · Youth Sailing Dir. Steve Corwin · 

Volunteer Organizer OPEN

I am so happy to share that my mom, Robyn, 
and Jim Peterson are engaged!

They have built such a wonderful partner-
ship, and it has been a joy to see the happiness 
they bring to each other. Many of you know them 
both from around the Club, which makes it even 
more special to celebrate this milestone with our 
BYC family.

I could not be happier for them and wish them 
all the best in this next chapter.

Cheers,
Natalie Boltz Keller

Commodore 

tDear members and dear 
friends to all of us at the 
Benicia Yacht Club. Robyn 
Boltz and Jim Peterson.
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Ahoy BYC Members,

Please join me in congratulating Living Happy 
on their outstanding victory in the 2025 Jazz 
Cup!

In true yacht club fashion, while the race results 
were immediate, the trophy presentation took 
the scenic route. We appreciate Living Happy’s 
patience and good humor, and we are happy to 
report the Jazz Cup is now officially up to date 
and has their name added!

Congratulations again to the crew of Living 
Happy, well sailed and well deserved. 

P h o t o s  Fr o m  N o b l e  G r i s w o l d

B Y C  Va l e n t i n e  D a y 
R a c e  ( F r o s t b i t e 
N o .  4 )

Noble Griswold,
Race Committee Chair

Valentine’s Race Day 2026 opened the 
way Carquinez loves to do in February—
cool air, fog, flat water, and notmuch wind 

in sight.
Five brave captains and crews showed up, ready 

to take on whatever the Bay had to offer us.
We chose Course #6, a 7-mile beat to the Car-

quinez Bridge and a run back. 
At the start, the West wind was steady and light 

and the ebb was strong.  We ran a staggered start 
with the higher-handicap boats off first. 

The early starters made good use of the strong 
current and slipped away as the fleet was carried 
steadily toward the bridge, framed by increasing 
sun, green hills, stiffening wind and the growing 
presence of the steel bridge structure. 

At the Carquinez Bridge, Hurricane Gulch held 
the lead, followed closely by Fogcutter, Wood-
stock, Warwhoop, and E Ticket.  The boats round-
ed the weather mark and ran into a wall of ebb 
current.  

After the bridge, the fleet fanned out across 
the channel. Soon the middle and North sides 
began to pay. 

Hurricane Gulch and Fogcutter battled down 

the middle, while Warwhoop and E Ticket 
worked the North shore. 

Fogcutter struggled with a spinnaker issue, 
and Woodstock’s choice not to fly their spinna-
ker,  proved costly against the steady ebb.

Soon it was Hurricane Gulch and Warwhoop 
out front, with E Ticket in hot pursuit. 

As the boats rounded the First Street Islands, 
it truly felt like anyone’s race—three boats, three 
lanes, one finishing line, with the Benicia water-
front alive with the energy of the day.  

When it all shook out, the finish was incred-
ibly tight, with boats separated by mere seconds.

Finish Order:

1 Hurricane Gulch

2 Warwhoop

3 E Ticket

4 Fogcutter

5 Woodstock

 Frostbite Race #4 Winner: Hurricane Gulch

 Sweetheart Trophy Winner: Warwhoop (mixed 
crew)

A beautiful Valentine’s Day on the water, great 
racing, and a perfect reminder of the magic that 
Carquinez and Benicia’s Riviera can deliver—
even in February. 

J a z z  C u p  R e c a p

q Chuck Hooper’s Warwhoop on Valentine’s Day

q The Jazz Cup
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p Racers during the Valentine Day Frostbite, with 
the Carquinez Bridge in the background

We held our first Nautica Group meet-
ing on Saturday, January 10, kicking 
off the New Year with conversations 

around water related events and activities avail-
able to Benicia Yacht Club members and to our 
Benicia community.  Working within BYC, the 
Nautica Group is  working to identify and pro-
mote opportunities in the club, in the marina, and 
along Carquinez Strait to fulfill the commitments 
of our club charter.  So, with that said, here is a 
quick overview of activities already working for 
2026.  Join us for tomorrow’s meeting (February 
14th) as these opportunities continue to develop.

•	 The US Coast Guard Auxiliary held its 
first of the year boater training program 
last month.  They have scheduled a boat 
inspection day at Benicia Marina on Feb-
ruary 28.  They will also be scheduling 
boat inspections on opening day, April 
18th.

•	 The Youth Sailing Program is being resur-
rected under a steering committee led by 
Steve Corwin.  Here’s what’s in the works

1.	 One issue we’ve had is securing instruc-
tors.  Benicia Yacht Club’s youth sail-
ing team will now be hosting a train-
ing program for instructors.  They are 
working on schedules, and interest is 
bay area wide.

2.	 Currently the plan is for 4 week-long 
youth sailing classes.  Schedules and 
costs are developing. 

3.	 A town hall meeting is scheduled for 
February 23rd to poll perspective par-
ents in the community on what they 
would like to see in the program.

4.	 We hope to sponsor weekend open sail-
ing days for our graduating youth sail-
ors so they can continue to hone their 
skills throughout the summer

5.	 We have a crew working on boat resto-
ration and maintenance – more hands 
are always welcome.

•	 Our Fleet Captain is looking for Cruise-
outs directors to plan and organize excur-
sions to other bay area yacht clubs.  We 
are encouraging land cruiser to join in 
with these events.  It is an opportunity to 
see and explore these port cities from a 
water side POV. 

•	 The planners for the Benicia Waterfront 
Festival have again invited racers to stage 
a regatta on Saturday, July 25th, in con-

Nautica Group Update

junction with their program.  We hope to 
expand this opportunity to include other 
bay area yacht clubs.

•	 The July 3rd Benicia Main Street Torch-
light Parade - help us decorate and/or join 
in as we parade up First Street.  This year 
we can highlight the resurgence of our 
youth sailing program.

•	 The San Francisco based Sea Scouts re-
turn on August 6th - we will host a bar-
beque dinner and many of these the sea 
scout sailors will then join the crews of 
our Thursday night sailboat racers. 

•	 We will work again with the City of Beni-
cia to host a collection station for Califor-
nia Coastal Clean-up on September 19th.

•	 This year, working with the city and local 
community groups, we hope to expand 
our participation in programs for food 
drives, blood drives, and book drives; and 
this year work with other city agencies to 
hold a coat drive.

•	 Come out to tomorrow’s meeting and in 
March as we explore and expand ideas 
from our membership to bring nautical 
themed fun and excitement to BYC. 

Randy Norman, Nautica Group
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Banquet Space iS availaBle at the Benicia Yacht cluB

Hold your meeting or special event in one of Benicia’s great 
historic buildings, with breathtaking marina views 

You need not be a member of the Club to rent the banquet room, 
although current members receive a discount on rental fees

Catering and catering equipment are available with the space

Ceremonies can be performed on the club’s lawn, 
facing the Benicia Marina Promenade

Space is available nights, Thursday through Sunday, and days 
Wednesday through Sunday. Other times may be available

Standup Cocktail Capacity: 150  Seated Dining Capacity (indoor + 
outdoor): 200  Wi-Fi Internet access

More details can be found at the BYC website:
www.beniciayachtclub.org/catering

You can also call the Club Office: 707 746-0739
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                    Cruise-In Calendar
February 20-22 (Dinner Sat) Vallejo
April 10-12 (Dinner Sat) Encinal
May 29-31 (Dinner Sat) Ballena
June 26-28 (Dinner Fri) San Francisco
July 31-August 2 Point San Pablo
August 14-16 San Joaquin
September 18-20 Half Moon Bay
September 22-24 Cruiser Haven
October 8-11 Sea Ray Club
November 27-29 Richmond

March
2 Mark Amaro
3 Kristine Hoffman
5 Kathy Monroe

Steven Corwin
John Mcguire

7 Melissa Demmon
8 Kathleen Lemke
9 Laura Munoz
10 Leticia De La Cruz Salas 

Nattenberg

13 Carol Sterkel
Alex Poulsen

16 Delena Darnell
18 Robert Hedrick

Susan Jones-Szabo
20 David Randall
21 Pat Belcher
25 John Lazar

Daniel Demmon
Marty Diefenbach

26 Greg Roberts
27 Ron Tosch

Jessica Cowley
28 Joseph Wilder
29 Cyndi Hennike
30 Ketty Fedigan

Cruising Out News

Hello BYC Cruisers, spring is in the air. It’s 
been a long winter but boating

season is right around the corner. Set your 
sights on the first real Cruise

Out of the 2026 season to Pittsburg Yacht Club. 
A short one hour voyage

up river to one of the more accommodating 
and friendly Yacht Clubs

around the Bay. We leave on Friday March 27. 
A 9:30 am departure

allows you to ride the flood all the way to Pitts-
burg. The PYC Port Captain

has guaranteed us hospitality and good weather. 
I know she can at least

deliver on the first promise. 

Ahoy mates, Cruise outs are fun!

April is a lovely time of the year to be in Sausalito.  This is boating at its finest:  
A gorgeous journey to Richardson Bay, with views of Angel Island, the Golden 
Gate Bridge, and San Francisco skyline along the way.    Sausalito is rich in his-
tory and amenities:   The Bay Model Visitor’s Center [only one of its kind in the 
world], the Mathew Turner historic ship replica, seaside paths to stroll, and great 
restaurants and shops to explore.  The Sausalito Yacht Club, with stunning views, 
will be one of our dining venues.  Land cruisers are always welcome.  

Cruise Directors:  Armand Seguin:  707-816-7428 & Cynthia Seguin:  620-757-
6666

To sign up, email:  armand.seguin11@gmail.com -or- stokalo2u@gmail.com

Please note:  docking & dining space is limited.

https://schoonmakermarina.com        

Brian West, Fleep Captain



SAILING4PARKINSONS 
R E G A T T A 

C O R I N T H I A N Y A C H T C L U B 
T I B U R O N . CALIFORNIA 

Y A C H T C R U I S E - O U T A P R I L 1 1 

B L A C K T I E F U N D R A I S E R A P R I L 1 1 

RACE & VIEWING A P R I L 1 2 

T E A M F O X 
FOR PARKINSON'S RESEARCH 

SAILING L 
PARKINSONSL Event info: 

sailing4parkinsons.org 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

M A R C H  2 0 2 6

Regatta Room
Rotary 10am

Norton Lounge
Racers Mtg 7pm

 Regatta Room
Lions 5pm

Club Clean Up 
8-11am

Club
Closed

Regatta Room 
Board Meeting 6pm

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Regatta Room
Rotary 10am

Regatta Room
Sirs 10am

Soroptimist 5:30pm

Regatta Room
Private Event

5-11pm

Regatta Room
Nautica Group 

9-10:30am

Frostbite #5
Regatta Room

Rotary 10am

Norton Lounge
Membership Mtg

7pm

Norton Lounge
Bingo 6pm

Beer Can Races Start!

Regatta Room
Friendship 10am

Soroptimist 5:30pm

Regatta Room
Private Event

12-5pm

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

A P R I L  2 0 2 6

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Club
Closed

Regatta Room
Rotary 10am

Regatta Room
Rotary 10am

Regatta Room
Rotary 10am

Norton Lounge
Membership Mtg

7pm

Regatta Room
Sirs 10am

Soroptimist 5:30pm

Beer Can Race #2

Regatta Room
Friendship 10am

Soroptimist 5:30pm

Beer Can Race #4

 Regatta Room
Lions 5pm

Beer Can Race #1

Club Clean Up 
8-11am

Easter Decorating

Easter Brunch
W/ Egg Hunt
Easter Bunny

Cruise In:
Encinal YC

Cruise In:
Encinal YC

Cruise In:
Encinal YC Regatta Room 

Board Meeting 6pm

Beer Can Race #3

Club Clean Up 
for

Opening Day

OPENING
DAY

Club Clean Up 
After

Opening Day

Beer Can Race #5
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