
   

 

 

DECEMBER 2022 

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE BENICIA YACHT CLUB—FOUNDED IN 1977 



                                                                                     

            BENICIA YACHT CLUB  

400 E. Second Street                         www.beniciayachtclub.org 

Main Number 

 Manager/Office            
Reservations 

 Membership 

 Accounting 

     707-746-0739 

     Option 1 

    Opt. 2 Call 12-4pm Wed-Sat ONLY 

     Option 3 

     Option 4 

Office Hours   

     Wed – Sat      Noon-4pm 

Club/Food Hours subject to fluctuation 

 Last Order from Kitchen 8pm   

Mon & Tues CLOSED (Except for Special Events) 

     Wed & Thurs 

Regatta Room:   4pm-8pm  
                              (by reservation only) 
Norton Lounge: Noon-8pm (Wed) 
                              Noon-10pm (Th) 

   Fri & Sat 
Regatta Room:  4pm-8pm 
                             (by reservation only) 
Norton Lounge: Noon-10pm 

   Sunday Norton Lounge 1-5pm (Bar & Potluck) 

Happy Holidays,                                                            

Hard to believe that it is already December—   
the years seem to go by faster and faster. We’ll 
be enjoying the lights and season around the 
Club, how about you?  

As we approach a new year with a new Board     
of Directors, we thank those board members 
who are leaving and welcome those who are    
remaining and coming aboard. We appreciate 
you for volunteering your time and service. 

A special thank you to departing Commodore 
Andy Zinkevich for his accomplishments, hard 
work, time, patience, dedication and for taking 
the helm and keeping us on course, while   
reaching some of our many goals. Thank You! 

Welcome to our new 2022-2023 Board of              
Directors and our new Commodore Dena Stults. 
We support your taking us further towards our 
many goals while maneuvering the multiple        
challenges you’ll face to get us there. 
All while continuing the good times!        
MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

Submittals to Wind Word are due by 15th of month by 5:00 pm; will then appear in one of the two following issues. 

Editors: John & Vicki Garcia 

 

Chef Carlos  707-750-5197  Historian VACANT E-mail if interested 

Commodore Dena Stults 707-208-4498   House Chair  Randy Norman 209-470-2522 

Vice Commodore Brian West 707-761-2307   Membership Chair Kathleen Jones 707-297-6606 

Rear Commodore Natalie Boltz Keller 707-746-0739  Port Captain Angela Grigas 707-208-2207 

Secretary Nancy Chertkow 707-746-0739  Fleet Captain  Steve Penny 707-373-1191 

Treasurer Bob  Bohnet 707-334-3802  Entertainment Chair Wendy Peterson 707-858-5915 

Director Goldie Pierce 707-746-0739  Race Chairman Dan Carnahan 707-319-5706 

Director Kathleen Jones 707-297-6606  Safety & Protocol Paul Brighton 707-746-8852 

Director Ken Buske 707-746-0739  Ship Store Manager Debi Hall 707-747-9352 

Director Randy Norman 209-470-2522  Social Media Chair Dena Stults 707-751-1582 

Jr. Staff Commodore Andy Zinkevich 908-295-1030  Sunshine Chair Kymberli Brady 408-691-7826 

Fleet Surgeon Deb Murray 925-586-2007  Wind Word Editors Vicki & John Garcia 707-745-3738 

PICYA Representative Richard Boehm 925-586-2731  Youth Sailing Director Derith Lutz 401-258-7304 

Audit Committee Chair Fred Gibson 408-836-6519     

Office / Events / Mgr.  707-746-0739 opt. 1  

Office/Restaurant Manager  707-746-0739 opt.1  

Accounting Melissa Smithcamp 707-746-0739 opt.4 Melissas@beniciayachtclub.org 

Regatta Room  707-750-5197 info@beniciayachtclub.org  

Send emails for contacts below to: info@beniciayachtclub.org and your message will be forwarded 

mailto:info@beniciayachtclub.org


FROM the HELM 
Hello everyone, 
By the time you read this, we will have a new Board of Directors. I am honored        
to serve as your Commodore this year and am so thankful to our new board       
members who have stepped up, as well as those who have continued in their service 
to our Club. I especially want to thank our board members’ significant others—being 
committed to the wellbeing of our Club takes a lot of precious time away from you. 
Please welcome and thank Brian West (Vice Commodore), Natalie Boltz Keller (Rear 
Commodore), Bob Bohnet (Treasurer), Nancy Chertkow (Secretary) and Directors 
Randy Norman, Kathleen Jones, Goldie Pierce and Ken Buske. 

Goals for this year are:  
● Keeping the Club in the black: so we can pay our usual bills and upgrade        
our facilities as needed.  
● Cruise-Ins & Outs: continue promoting all things boating and building             
relationships with other clubs. Angela Grigas did a great job with Cruise-Ins,     
and Steve Penny was great at planning Cruise-Outs.  
● Sailing & Watersports: continued support of sailboat racing with Dan            
Carnahan—thank you Dan!  
● Youth Sailing: continued support and promotion of Youth Sailing, thank you 
Tim and Derith Rose for all your hard work over the years.  
● Parties & Events: bring a wider variety of entertainment to the Club; we are 
seeking an Entertainment Chair now. We are open to suggestions for new ideas.  
● Keeping our food at good value for our members as well as it being delicious.           
● Have a dedicated, well-informed board that works together as a team and 
that shares in all the work involved in the running of the Club.    

I have learned so much from last year’s board members, especially Andy Zinkevich, 
Bob Bohnet, and Randy Norman as well as our staff members. I know I have a lot 
more to learn—I hope I can continue to lean on you all for your help. I am willing to 
talk to anyone with ideas for improvement to our Club and bring these ideas to our 
board. Looking forward to a fun New Year with our new board. It is a 
privilege and an honor to serve for the good of the Club. 

Happy Holidays to all! Fair Winds & Following Seas  
Commodore 

Dena Stults 



MARIE ALEX 12/1 JACQUELINE WERBLOW 12/13  

JOHN ASH  12/1 RICK ALBERS 12/19  

JOHN D'ALESSANDRIS 12/1 RISA CORWIN 12/19  

XIUHUA NICHOLAS 12/1 JANE DEFINIS 12/19  

CRAIG BUTLER 12/4 DIANE FAUSTINO 12/19  

BETH FOONDOS 12/7 THERON JONES 12/20  

SHELLY SUTTER 12/7 REAHNA MADAYAG 12/21  

DANIEL CARNAHAN 12/8 ELIZABETH RIZZI 12/21  

CAROL LYONS 12/8 RICHARD BOEHM 12/22  

HEIDI GALLAGHER 12/9 DONALD KERR 12/22  

GREG NAGLE 12/10 KIM DUCHENE 12/23  

JUDY GIZZI 12/11 IRMA MC INTOSH 12/23  

DAVID NADOLNE 12/11 BETH MC DONNELL 12/24  

LEIKO SILVA 12/12 JAEAME KOYIL 12/25  

JENNIFER MOORE 12/13 ANN FELLDIN 12/30  

CYNTHIA SEGUIN 12/13 ROB MERRICK 12/30  

MERRY  CHRISTMAS TO YOU PAT  SHUE 12/31  



 

BYC Halloween Party! 

Alex               
Schauffert                       
Pumpkin               
Carver 

THANK YOU TO HOSTS–
Bob & Rachele Bohnet  

Scott Moyer–Scariest 

John Garcia–Funniest 

Best Costume–
Michelle Thomas 

Angela Grigas–Sexiest 

Chad Hummel & Sarah 
Thompson–Most Original 



RACE 24–Season Finale   

September 29 was the last race of the season. Gary is 

off traveling in Spain, but otherwise we had the full 

team. The course was #2, from the committee boat to 

green marker 25, then to green marker 3 by the Benicia 

Bridge, and back again. The winds were about 10mph 

with a building flood. Eight boats showed up for what 

turned out to be a wonderful evening sail. The previous 

week we shredded the sock on our spinnaker that helps 

us to raise and douse the sail so we declared non-

spinnaker when we called in to the committee boat. As 

it turned out, this was a perfect evening to fly the spinnaker because we had a long downwind leg at 120   

degrees to the wind, perfect for our asymmetrical spinnaker. Ah well. We had a great start to marker 25, but 

on the downwind portion to marker 3, the rest of the racers raised their spinnakers and passed us by. The 

good news is that we got some great photos of our fellow racers looking good. It was quite a show! E-Ticket 

and Warwhoop battled most of the race neck to neck, with Warwhoop winning A fleet by less than a minute. 

Congratulations, Chuck, for a nice end to the season. We managed to finish 2nd out of three boats in our 

fleet—even so, we finished with a beautiful sunset, a comfortable sail, and an evening of fellowship with   

the Playpen2 crew. Who could complain? I just want to take a moment to acknowledge the real hero of BYC 

racing, Captain Dan who organizes the races and makes sure all is in order. None of this happens on its own, 

and without his efforts, there would be no racing. Fair winds and following winds to all—and looking forward 

to next year.         —Stephen W. Dale -Playpen 2  

Mark your calendar for BYC 2023 Cruise-Outs! Please volunteer for one of the adventures and email 

Steve Penny to confirm (he will help you). Sign-up sheets posted on the Norton Lounge bulletin board. We’ll try to accommodate 
everyone but first-come, first-served. Land cruisers and any suggestions welcome! 

MONTH DATES DESTINATION(S) CRUISE DIRECTOR(S) EMAIL(S) 

January 20-22 Vallejo Yacht Club Richard Boehm rlboehm@yahoo.com 

February 17-19 Napa Valley Yacht Club   

March 17-19 Petaluma Yacht Club   

April 21-23 Pittsburg Yacht Club   

May (Memorial Day) 26-29 Marin Yacht Club   

June 23-25 St Francis Yacht Club   

August (Summer Cruise) TBD Delta Marina, Pittsburg Yacht Club Doug Vaughan                 

Steve Penny 

dugvon@sbcglobal.net   

sjpenny5@gmail.com 

September 22-24 Angel Island Brian West brian@westengineers.com 

October (Harvest Cruise) 20-29 Richmond Yacht Club, Schoonmaker, 

Oakland Yacht Club 

  

November  8 Planning Meeting   

December 16 Benicia Lighted Boat Parade   



Commodore - Dena Stults 

Vice Commodore - Brian West 

Rear Commodore - Natalie Boltz Keller 

Secretary - Nancy Chertkow 

Treasurer - Bob Bohnet 

Director - Randy Norman 

Director - Goldie Pierce 

Director - Kathleen Jones 

Director - Ken Buske   

Jr. Staff Commodore - Andy Zinkevich 

BYC 2022/2023 Board of Directors   

BYC STORE                       

Buy That                                  

PERFECT GIFT -                        

While Helping BYC!                       

WATCH FOR                

FLASH SALE NOTICES! 

Dan Courter 

Tom Ho &      
Wife Jane DeFinis  

Please welcome our new members                                          

Greg Ames along with  

REGATTA ROOM 

RENTAL  



HARVEST CRUISE-OUT REPORT Oct. 21-29 
The Harvest Cruise is called the “Commodore’s Cruise.” It went from October 21 to 29 just after the Benicia 

Yacht Club annual membership meeting, election night and a long busy year. It was a very welcome change 

for me. I must start and end by thanking my Captain and hosts Bob Cates and Marcia Wisgirda for ferrying 

me from stop to stop on Sugarfoot and graciously providing a berth when needed. Kathy Monroe joined us 

land cruising and we had a hotel room in Sausalito, but having the boat available was relaxing. 

In years past, the Harvest Cruise involved 3 or 4 stops. This year stops included the Richmond Yacht Club, 

Sausalito Yacht Club and Oakland Yacht Club. While on the way we also stopped at the Sausalito Cruising 

Club and Encinal. It was a delicious mixture of clubs, cruising and side trips. 

At Richmond, we started out with 4 boats including those belonging to Bob Cates and Marcia Wisgirda 

(Sugarfoot), Steve and Ginger Penny (Oasis), Doug Vaughan and Karis Foster (Cielito), and Brian and Eileen 

West (Lega Sea). Manager Curtis Lew and Harbormaster Danny 

Harris treated us well. 

We had a couple of boats drop out at the last minute for       

very good reasons, but some were able to join land cruising   

instead. At Richmond we had 18 for dinner with the addition    

of Martina Wolter, Gary Johnson, Steve and Terri Dale, Paul   

and Pat Brighton, Kriss and Frank Kastl, Kathy Monroe, and  

John and TJ Kitchen. It was great to have the land cruisers along 

for rides and companionship. Several land cruisers joined us 

again in Sausalito.  

While in Richmond we took side trips to the Rosie the Riveter National Historical Park and to Lara’s for      

dinner—both fun stops. 

Then it was on to Schoonmaker Point Marina (SPM) in Sausalito. On the way there we stopped at Sam’s          

in Tiburon for lunch (see photo above). Always a favorite stop of mine for dock and dine. They didn’t          

disappoint. Other side trips included restaurants in town and 

the Bay Motel near to our dockage. 

Once at SPM we tied up and started to explore. Harbormaster 

Bill Hughes knew a lot of BYC folks and was a fine host. A      

couple of people mentioned before we went that the Sausalito 

Cruising Club (SCC) was a fun place to go. It was not a formal 

stop, but for me was one of the highlights. As luck would have 

it, SCC was open Monday night and celebrating blue Monday 

with a local blues band (see the picture).  

Sausalito Yacht Club was one of the more formal nights of the trip. Mitch Kessler, the club manager and        

a BYC member, was a super host. Roxanne was very flexible in setting things up. They gave us our own     

room with a beautiful view of Richardson Bay. In addition to some of our other land cruisers, Rich Boehm, 

Jacqueline Vullierme, Ken Buske and Judy Goode also joined us in Sausalito. 

—more— 



Harvest Cruise-Out (cont’d) 

Thursday it was a short run across the bay and through the Estuary to Oakland Yacht Club (OYC). The OYC    

leg of the trip was a little more laid back than the other two stops. For one thing, our walk to the club was a 

lot shorter than at Richmond or Sausalito and the boats were all    

together. Also, Brian, Eileen, Doug, and Karis all were former       

members of OYC. 

When we arrived, Doug and Karis suggested a trip to Jack London 

Square to Scott’s Seafood Grill and Bar (photo to left). We wandered 

around and saw Jack London’s cabin. 

I was delighted that Doug put me at the helm of Cielito, (a fine      

Cutwater-manufactured flybridge model) for part of the trip from 

OYC to the guest berth. 

Cielito is a fine craft   

indeed. During the trip      

I was briefly at the helm 

of Sugarfoot and Cielito and fondly remember both experiences. 

Those and my Thursday jaunts on Playpen II are some of my   

favorite times these days.  

On Friday we went to visit the carrier Hornet in Alameda. We 

made another side trip to Quinn’s Lighthouse. Harvest Cruise 

side trips were not formal, but they were memorable. One of 

our side trips was a walk to Encinal Yacht Club (EYC) for a drink.              

We were treated well there. The handcrafted EYC bar in the shape of a boat is a beauty to behold. 

Oakland Yacht Club advertises itself as the friendliest club around. They certainly showed it. Ziggy met us      

at the dock, helped us tie up, then the next night served us dinner. Adam was most accommodating. Ben   

Yamanaka, club manager was our host. We shared a lot of experiences with Ben. A high point was when    

Michael, a member of OYC came over and brought us a bottle of wine saying how much he enjoyed his trips 

to BYC and hoped that we had a good time. 

We did.             —Andy Zinkevich 

   My Captain Bob Cates and Sugarfoot 

Calling All Cruisers! 
The cruise committee is asking for expressions of interest in a   
September 2023 cruise out to Angel Island.  
Note that this cruise-out would be different than most since boats 
would be tied to a buoy in Ayala Cove with no water or electricity 
hook-ups.  
There are no trip details at this time. If there is sufficient interest, 

Fleet Captain Steve Penny will add the Angel Island cruise-out to the tentative schedule with details to follow 
after the first of the year. 
Please email sjpenny5@gmail.com if interested, thanks!  

mailto:sjpenny5@gmail.com


Veterans Day 2022  
On Friday, November 11, BYC celebrated        

Veterans Day with a convivial spaghetti dinner, 

free for all veterans. Club members were         

treated to many stories. We salute and                

thank all our veterans for their service! 

 

 

 



             BYC Safety Information for January 2023 

   Carbon Monoxide 

It is a Cal. State Law that Carbon Monoxide decal is placed facing out on 
the exterior of the stern or transom of vessel. There is also a decal that 
is to be placed by the wheel or where the driver is sitting. These stickers     
are free and are available at the BYC Club by the Cruisers sign up board. 
Carbon Monoxide will be around the back of the boat when engines or 
generators are running. It is always a good idea to have monoxide sen-

sors on your vessel especially in the sleeping quarters.                                 
Boating Law The Cal. Operational Law can be found on page 16 in              

The Cal. Guide to Boating Law and Safety book 

                                    Pot 

It is against Federal Law to be smoking recreational cannabis on your vessel at any time, even at a dock 
since you are in federal waters. The Coast Guard enforces federal laws.  

Age Restrictions 

No person under16 years of age may operate a boat with a motor of more than 15 horsepower, except 
for a sailboat that does not exceed 30 feet in length, or a dinghy used directly between a moored boat 
and the shore (or between two moored boats). The law allows children 12-15 years of age to operate 
boats with a motor of more than 15 horsepower or sailboats over 30 feet if supervised on board by an 

adult at least 18 years of age. Violating these provisions constitutes an infraction.                                        
The Cal. Age Restrictions can be found on page 16 in The Cal. Guide to Boating Law and Safety book. 

Mandatory Boater Education Requirements. 

Beginning on January 1, 2018, recreational power boat operators who are age 20 and younger shall be   
required to carry a boater education card. Once issued by the Division of Boating and Waterways, the    
California Boating remains valid for boat operator’s lifetime. DBW will issue the cards to persons who    
provide proof that an approved vessel operator examination has been passed since January 1, 2015        

Approved courses may be found online at www.CaliforniaBoaterCard.com.                                                                                                                            
The California Boater Card requirement will be phased in over the next several years                                   

based on operator age.                                                                                                       

                    Year                          Operator Age    
                  January 1 ,2018                                 Persons 20 years of age or younger 

                  January 1, 2019                                 persons 25 years of age or younger 

                  January 1, 2020                                 persons 35 years of age or younger 

                  January 1, 2021                                 persons 40 years of age or younger 

                  January 1, 2022                                 persons 45 years of age or younger 

                  January 1, 2023                                 persons 50 years of age or younger 

                  January 1, 2024                                 persons 60 years of age or younger 

      January 1, 2025                                 All persons regardless of age 

The Cal. Age Restrictions can be found on page 1 in The Cal. Guide to Boating Law and Safety book. 

 

Paul Brighton Safety Officer 

Staff Commodore & U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 

http://WWW.CaliforniaB








Advertise in the Wind Word 

Ad Size Month Year 

2” x 2” $20 $220 

Business 
Card 

$25 $275 

1/4 pg $45 $495 

1/2 pg $85 $935 
info@beniciayachtclub.org 

 

Every 3rd Friday of the month at BYC 

Hosted by Stephen Wheet 

COME JOIN FANS & FRIENDS!  

MONDAY NIGHT   

FOOTBALL & DINNER 

Cost: $10  

BYC WEEKLY 

GUEST CHEFS       

Sign-up sheet for 

chefs in Norton 

2022 First Saturday 
MEMBER CLEAN SWEEP 

Maintain Curb Appeal 
General Restoration 
Landscape Upkeep 
Planned Projects 

 
8:00 am to 11:00 am 

The first Saturday of each month 

Last Cruise-In of the Year! 

Please welcome Discovery Bay with 4 boats 

(12  people) on December 2 thru 4! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Janet Brock Hughes 
  ARTIST • Water Colors 

707-246-9531 • beniciajanet@aol.com 
991 Tyler St. Studio 216 • Benicia, CA 94510 

 



    DECEMBER 2022 
         Watch for calendar updates on BYC website and on e-blasts 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 SUNDAYS 

NORTON  
LOUNGE OPEN  
DRINKS ONLY  

1-5 pm 
 

 

CLOSED 
MonNite 
Football 
 
 

 

CLOSED 
 

 
Trivia 6pm 
 
 

1 2 
 

3 BYC  
Members 
Work Day 
8-11  
 

4 SUNDAYS 

NORTON  
LOUNGE OPEN  
DRINKS ONLY  

1-5 pm 

5     CLOSED 
MonNite 
Football 
 

6 

CLOSED 
 

 

7 
Trivia 6pm 
Pearl Harbor 
Day of           
Remembrance 

8 9 10 

11  SUNDAYS 

NORTON  
LOUNGE OPEN  
DRINKS ONLY  

      1-5 pm 
Frostbite Race 

#2 

12 

CLOSED 
MonNite 
Football 
 

13 

CLOSED 
BYC BOD 
Meeting 
7pm 
 

14 
Trivia 6pm 
 
 

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 SUNDAYS 

Hanukkah 
(lasts through 
December 26) 
 

19 

CLOSED 
MonNite 
Football 
 
 
 

20 

CLOSED 

21 
Trivia 6pm 

               

BYC 
Member Meeting 
7pm 

22  23 24    

CLOSED 

CHRISTMAS    

EVE!  

25  CLOSED 

CHRISTMAS 

26 
Kwanzaa 
(lasts 
through 
January 1) 

27 

CLOSED 

28 
Trivia 6pm 

29 30 31  

 

 

PARTY!!!! 


