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WELCOME TO SAVANNAH!

Hello Nesbitt Family,

On behalf of the 2024 Nesbitt Family Connection Reunion Committee, I welcome you to the

oldest city in Georgia, beautiful Savannah! We have been working tirelessly to ensure that

this Reunion is memorable for all of us. We extend our warmest greetings as we come

together for this joyous Nesbitt Family Celebration. We are truly grateful to all of you for

being part of this fabulous Reunion. Our preparations and hard work will make this Reunion

an event you will truly enjoy and always remember. 

Warm
 Regards,

Again, we sincerely thank all of you for coming to celebrate

our family, and we hope that you will cherish our time

together. We will always share togetherness whether we

are close to, or distant from one another. When this

Reunion ends, and we must say so long for now, may we

leave with an even stronger desire to strengthen the bond

of the Nesbitt Family Connection as we anxiously look

forward to our next Reunion. May God's grace and mercy

grant you safe travels home, and may He continue to bless

you and the entire Nesbitt Family.

Richard (Rick) Truesdale, Chairman & 

2024 Nesbitt Family Connection Reunion Committee

The Nesbitt Family is not just a family; it is a unique community that loves and cares for each

other dearly. We each are an extraordinary part of this excellent Nesbitt Family Connection,

and we thank God for the tie that binds our hearts and families together. We Nesbitts have

solid values and family bonds that were instilled in us, and we must continue to instill all

these values into the next generations. We hope this Reunion will be filled with love, fun,

laughter, sharing, catching up, reconnecting, reminiscing, and making even more beautiful

memories with family. And when you leave, we hope you will better understand where we

came from and how far we have come, as well as have a greater awareness of our family

and traditions, a stronger sense of pride, and a renewed appreciation for our Nesbitt Family.



Like branches on a

tree we all grow in

different directions,

yet our roots remain

as one. 

ROOTS
Our 
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Special thanks to: 

Richard (Rick) Truesdale

Chairman

 

LEFT TO RIGHT

Ms. Christina Cachie

Mrs. Chanisse Fitchett

Mrs. Jackie Griffin

Mrs. Norma Irvin

COMMITTEE
The 

LEFT TO RIGHT

Dr. Monique Johnson

Mrs. Shawne Johnson

Mr. Ernest Mosley

Hon. Maurice Mosley

 

LEFT TO RIGHT

Mr. Sean Mosley, Esq

Mr. Bobby Mott

Ms. Michelle Russell

Dr. Tracy Worley

 Sybil Wiggins and Jamahl Wiggins as family historians,  & The Freedom Trails Savannah tour team 

Brenda Truesdale

Treasurer & Secretary
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Sanai Ranae Fitchett
CLASS OF 2024

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY
Bachelor of Science -Computer Science

Software Engineer



Did you know?

AGENDA
The 

Thursday, July 25, 2024

Friday, July 26, 2024

9:00am - 11:00PM

Registration  - Executive King Suite

Fairfield Inn & Suites Savannah

12:00 - 4:00pm

Family Cookout!

Lake Mayer Park

1850 East Montgomery Crossroads

Savannah, GA 31406

Park Location:

Community Center & 

Pavilion #2

The First African Baptist Church in Savannah is one of the oldest African American Baptist churches in

North America. Though it was not formally established until 1788, the origins of the First African

Baptist Church date to 1778, when George Liele organized a small congregation of Black Baptists in

Savannah. Join the tour bus at 9:45am on Saturday to tour this historic site.

4:00 - 9:00pm

Registration and Meet & Greet

Location - Breakfast Court off the Lobby

Fairfield Inn & Suites Savannah

Downtown Historic District 

(Light hors d'oeuvres will be served)

7:00 - 10:00PM

Trivia Night Pool Party

Pool at the Fairfield Inn &

Suites Savannah

FREE (Fairfield Inn Only)

Continental Breakfast

6:30am - 9:30am (Thur-Fri) 

7:00 - 10:0am (Sat-Sun)

FREE (Fairfield Inn Only)

Continental Breakfast

6:30am - 9:30am (Thur-Fri) 

7:00 - 10:0am (Sat-Sun)
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Choose your
 own adventure!AGENDA

The 

Saturday, July 27, 2024
EXPLORE ON YOUR OWN! Fun things to do in Savannah:

Here’s a short list of fun things you can explore on your own: 

Owens-Thomas House & Slave Quarters

Forsyth Park

Olde Pink House

Leopold’s Ice Cream

Day Trip to Tybee Island

Plant Riverside District

Segway Tours of Savannah

Savannah Candy Kitchen/Historic District

Day Trip to Bonaventure Cemetery

Wormsloe Historic Site 

City Market, known for shops and cafes.

River Street Stroll: Shops, eateries, & scenic views  

Riverboat Cruise 

Savannah Ghost Tours

Savannah Children’s Museum (open 9am - 2pm)

Stroll through Savannah State and/or SCAD

Did you know?
Savannah State University is 

the oldest institution of higher

learning in Savannah and the

oldest public HBCU in Georgia.

(Established in 1890)

Sunday July 28, 2024
10:00 AM

First African American Baptist Church

23 Montgomery Street, Savannah, GA

Gather for family photo

5:30pm

Front stairway of the Brockington Hall of Historic Savannah

213 East Hall Street, Savannah, GA

Nesbitt reunion banquet

6:30 - 9:00pm

Brockington Hall of Historic Savannah

213 East Hall Street, Savannah, GA

FREE (Fairfield Inn Only)  Continental Breakfast: 7:00 - 10:00am 

African American Heritage Trail Bus Tour

10:00 am - 12:00pm

Hosted by Norma Irvin

Bus loads up at 9:30 SHARP! from the Fairfield Inn & Suites 

(Space is limited. Online pre-purchase of tickets is required.) 
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ADDRESSES

7.

Accommodations
Fairfield Inn & Suites Savannah

Downtown/Historic District

135 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd,

Savannah, GA 31401

Aloft Savannah

Downtown/Historic District

512 West Oglethorpe Ave,

Savannah, GA 31401

(within walking distance to the

Fairfield Inn and Suites)

Family Cookout
Lake Mayer Park

1850 E. Montgomery Crossroads,

Savannah, GA 31406

Community Center & Pavilion #2

Banquet & family Photo
Brockington Hall of Historic

Savannah

213 East Hall Street, Savannah,

GA 31404



OUR FAMILY SONGS
Family Songs

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By Pauline Williams, 1980

 [Tune: When We All Get to Heaven]
Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us, 

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

.

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Okigwe, 1978 [Tune: Side by Side] 

Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money,

 Maybe we’re ragged and funny,

 But we’re traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

We don’t know what’s coming tomorrow,

 Maybe it’s trouble or sorrow,

 But we’ll travel the road, sharing our load, side by side. 

Through all kinds of weather,

 What if the sky should fall,

As long as we’re together, it doesn’t matter at all. 

When they’ve all had their troubles and parted, 

We’ll be the same as we started,

Just traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 



Closing Remarks......................................................................................................................

Benediction ................................................................................................................................

BANQUET PROGRAM
The 

Saturday, July 27, 2024

6:30 - 9:00pm

Brockington Hall of Historic Savannah

213 East Hall Street, Savannah, GA

Rick TruesdaleWelcome & Opening Remarks ........................................................................................

Rev. Melvin SandersPrayer .........................................................................................................................................

Boston Rohan & 

Brionna Truesdale

Historical Sketch of the Nesbitt Family........................................................................

Douglas DeanFamily Song: Cooper-Nesbitt (“Side by Side”) ........................................................

Norma Irvin, Bobby Mott & 

Jamahl Wiggins

In Memoriam (2018-2024)  .................................................................................................

Shawne JohnsonGenerational Interviews (4 interviews) .......................................................................

   DINNER IS SERVED 

Chanisse FitchettFamily Kahoots ......................................................................................................................

Chanisse Fitchett &

Christina Cachie

Academic Scholarship ......................................................................................................

Jackie Dean Griffin

Sean Mosley

Minister Davis Worley

Let’s play: “Do you know who I am?”.............................................................................

Rev. Bruce WynnBlessing of Food ...................................................................................................................

Family Song: Williams-Nesbitt (“When We All Get to Heaven”).................... Courtney Rohan

Monique JohnsonRecognitions  ..........................................................................................................................

5:30pm

Gather at front Stairway, Brockington Hall

Rev. Melvin SandersWill include a Slide Show & Family Commentary......
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OUR FAMILY SONGS

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By, Pauline Nesbitt Williams,1980

Columbia, SC

Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us,

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

 “When We All Get to Heaven.”

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Prince Okigwe,1978

Waterbury, CT 

Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money,

 Maybe we’re ragged and funny,

 But we’re traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

We don’t know what’s coming tomorrow,

 Maybe it’s trouble or sorrow,

 But we’ll travel the road, sharing our load, side by side. 

Through all kinds of weather,

 What if the sky should fall,

As long as we’re together, it doesn’t matter at all. 

When they’ve all had their troubles and parted, 

We’ll be the same as we started,

Just traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

“Side by Side.”
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6.

Iceletta Jenkins

09/29/1938

Daughter of Ellen Roundtree

Granddaughter of

Mary Nesbitt

(Lemon)



The Nesbitt Family Reunion grew from a long talked about dream of
Ellen Roundtree, Lucille Nesbitt and Ethel Lee Ford. There was a
realization that there were five generations of Nesbitts living. From
this revelation was born the idea of a Family Reunion. For several
years, many family members had openly expressed a desire for a
reunion to renew acquaintances, meet family members and pay
tribute to those responsible for our being. 

The first reunion began with a telephone call by Ellen Roundtree and
then many more subsequent calls and correspondence (not realizing
that family members in Connecticut had the same idea). It is said,
“great minds think alike” and thus the dream became a reality – the
first “Nesbitt-Williams” Family Reunion. 

The first was held in Columbia, South Carolina, July 14-16, 1978 at the
home of David and Pauline Williams and Ellen Roundtree. There were
members present from 11 States – from as far west as Los Angeles, CA 
and as far east as Waterbury, CT. The family members discovered that
this family was musically inclined and at one time, there were seven (7)
sets of twins. Plus, many family members had given their children the
same names!

The reunion started out as a backyard gathering and now the
participation has grown in numbers so much that we have moved to
hotels for accommodations and banquet, over a 4 day timeframe. 
The Nesbitt Connection, as it is fondly called, is held every two years.
The following is a chronological listing of the date, location and host
hotel of each reunion. 

OUR REUNION
HISTORY

Flip to see

where we’ve been! 
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July 14-16, 1978 ......................................................... Columbia, SC
July 24-26, 1980 ......................................................... Columbia, SC
July 23-25, 1982 ......................................................... Waterbury, CT
July 27-29, 1984 ......................................................... Philadelphia, PA
August 8-10, 1986 ......................................................Columbia, SC
July 22-24, 1988 ..........................................................Waterbury, CT
August 3-5, 1990 ........................................................Columbia, SC 
July 29-31, 1994..........................................................Waterbury, CT
July 6-8, 2001 .............................................................Waterbury, CT
July 24-27, 2003 ..........................................................Largo, MD
July 29-31, 2005 .........................................................Rochester, NY
July 27-30, 2006 .........................................................Charleston, SC
July 24-27, 2008 ..........................................................Waterbury, CT
July 29-August 1, 2010 ...............................................Raleigh, NC
July 26-29, 2012 ..........................................................Philadelphia, PA
July 24-27, 2014 ..........................................................Columbia, SC
July 28-31, 2016 ..........................................................Largo, MD
July 26-29, 2018 ..........................................................Charlotte, NC
July 28-29, 2022 ..........................................................Virtual Reunion
July 25-29, 2024...........................................................Savannah, GA

 

WE’RE WE’VE BEEN

We pray for continued growth and discovery of our roots that give us a sense

of identity and for the Nesbitt Connection to stay “connected” as WE ALL

strive to keep our history alive ! 

Where to next?

Nesbitt reunion dates & locations since our first gathering 
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OUR FAMILY SONGS
Family Songs

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By Pauline Williams, 1980

 [Tune: When We All Get to Heaven]
Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us, 

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

.

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Okigwe, 1978 [Tune: Side by Side] 

Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money,

 Maybe we’re ragged and funny,

 But we’re traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

We don’t know what’s coming tomorrow,

 Maybe it’s trouble or sorrow,

 But we’ll travel the road, sharing our load, side by side. 

Through all kinds of weather,

 What if the sky should fall,

As long as we’re together, it doesn’t matter at all. 

When they’ve all had their troubles and parted, 

We’ll be the same as we started,

Just traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

the nesbitt 

continues .  .  .

Family Graduations of 

Eddie & Jackie Dean Griffin

Grandson: Austin E. Griffin Swartz with family May, 2024 - High School

Grandnieces: Caylah & Cayden with

 parents CJ & Rochelle Dean Atkins.

 May, 2023 - 8th Grade 

Grandniece: 

Asha with mother Erica Dean Glenn, 

June, 2022 - 8th Grade
    God Is Truly Blessing!



OUR STORY

SPIRIT OF OUR ANCESTORS 
It is time to remember the Spirit of our ancestors, It is

time to feel the Spirit of our ancestors, 
It is time to feel the call of the ancestral spirits, hear the

rhythms of our ancestors,
 feel the spirit of our ancestors watching over us. 

It is time to hear the call of the ancestral spirits, feel the
rhythms of our ancestors,

 know the spirit of our ancestors are watching over us, 
The ancestral spirits are talking to us, taking us deeper

and deeper, higher and higher, 
those who are lost, have been found, everyone is

moving in unison, 
feeling the rhythms of our ancestors, the beat of the

drums, hips swaying, hands clapping, hearts pounding,
feeling the gentle protective winds,

 feeling the healing energy of the sun,
 feeling in rhythm with everything, everyone, 

There is a peaceful calming presence among us, The
ancestral spirits are with us, 

They speak of their love and protection for us, 
They speak from their heart and soul, 

They remind us to love and protect planet earth 
and not lose touch with 

our ancestral roots, our Ancestral voice, They remind
us to teach our children to 

remember the spirit of our Ancestors, 
remember the spirit of our Ancestors, The spirit of the

Ancestors has spoken. 

Top to bottom:
Virginia Nesbitt Goodson

Sophia Lara
John Nesbitt

© Marcia Moonstar 2024 
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let's get in touch

123 Anywhere St., Any City, ST 12345

123-456-7890

www.reallygreatsite.com

hello@reallygreatsite.com

@reallygreatsite

NESBITT FAMILY 
HISTORICAL SKETCH

Throughout the Nesbitt Reunion history various family members have been able to compile

an auspicious amount of family information. In the beginning, they utilized oral history, 

group interviews and personal recollections. With the introduction of the computer, research

technology has enhanced those efforts greatly, by allowing more in-depth information to be 

gleaned. 

With our groundwork firmly in place, the 2018 Reunion Committee set out with one mission.

The focus was to attempt to locate the one missing puzzle; information on the Nesbitt

brothers’ one sister – Grace Nesbitt Wilson. While on this journey, we stumbled on 

a number of unanticipated details. Much of what was discovered via 1870, 1890, & 1900

Census records, Death Certificates, 1897 & 1906 City Directories, and the 1860 Slave

Schedule Census Index, is now included in this Historical Sketch. These documents are

shown elsewhere in this journal. It is our sincere prayer that a professional genealogist is

hired to thoroughly investigate our Nesbitt ancestry. The process is tedious and time

consuming. It’s evident to us, only the surface has been scratched!! 

Grace (est. 1835), John (1844) and Israel (1846) were born into slavery. They were the

property of slave owners, James, Joseph or Niles Nesbitt of Spartanburg District, South 

Carolina. Blacks were not included in census data prior to 1870. Prior to 1870 they may have 

been listed as property on the Slave Schedule. This is shown on the next pages of the 1860

Slave Schedule, as well as Census Information for Israel and Bena Nesbitt. Here, slave

owners James, Joseph or Niles are listed as their “parents.” Grace (Gracie) appears in the

1870 United States Federal Census for Columbia (Richland County), with three children,

Sibbie (Cilby), age 8, Frank age 7 and Thomas age 5. She is listed as widowed, head of

household, and working as a farm laborer. 

Over the years, we have been told, John (b. 1844) came to Columbia from Charleston, South

Carolina area where he worked on a ship as a cook. John met and in 1875, married Bettie 

Williams who worked as a nurse in the community. Her mother’s name was Mariah Williams

and she had one brother named John. John and Bettie Williams Nesbitt had thirteen

children, seven sons and six daughters .
16.



let's get in touch

123 Anywhere St., Any City, ST 12345

123-456-7890

www.reallygreatsite.com

hello@reallygreatsite.com

@reallygreatsite

NESBITT FAMILY 
HISTORICAL SKETCH

In birth order, they were: John Nesbitt, Hugh Nesbitt, Euginia Nesbitt Valentine, Jesse

Nesbitt, Lucy Bell Nesbitt Brooks, Mary (Toby) Nesbitt Johnson Lemons, William Nesbitt,

Anna Lee Nesbitt Brooks, Sallie Nesbitt, Alice Nesbitt Geiger, Robert (Robt) Nesbitt, Samuel

Nesbitt, and Ezelle Nesbitt Israel was born in 1846 and died in 1895. He was employed as a

tailor, which was considered a valuable skill during his time. He practiced his trade in

Columbia, South Carolina, where he met and married Bena (Benie) Cooper, who was also

born into slavery. Bena worked as a nurse at the State Mental Hospital, an institution that’s

still in operation today. 

Israel and Bena Cooper Nesbitt had ten children, six sons and 4 daughters. In birth order,

they were: William Walter Nesbitt, John Nesbitt, Charles Nesbitt, David Nesbitt, Israel

Nesbitt, Thomas Nesbitt, Matilda Nesbitt Mott, Annie Nesbitt Prince, Virginia Nesbitt

Goodson, and Ellen Nesbitt Gilmore Granville. 

It is still unknown what has become of Grace Nesbitt Wilson’s children and offspring. The

children of the Nesbitt brothers left home and settled in other cities of South Carolina as well

as Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Washington, DC. Now in 2024,

we represent eight generations from the Nesbitt siblings and their spouses. We live all over

the United States and Europe. To our knowledge, cousins can be found in Arizona,

California, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New

Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,

Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, New Jersey, Nevada, Washington, DC as well as Germany and

Switzerland. To God, be the Glory ~ “WE ARE FAMILY!” 

*Please Note: the 1870, 1880, 1900, 1910 census were utilized. The 1890 census was

destroyed by fire. Also spelling of names in the census was how the census taker “heard” or

“interpreted” the person’s first & last names. For example, Grace is also Gracie, Bena is

Benie, Robert is Robt, while Nesbitt is spelled Nesbit & Nesbett. Date of birth & ages were

often approximated by the census taker as well as the family member. 

(cont.)
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NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

With love from: Al, Sybil and Jamahl Wiggins

GOOD 
TIMES! With Family
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NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

WILLIAM NESBITT 19.
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NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS
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In sincere gratitude . . .
Thank you for your kind expressions of sympathy. We appreciate all of the love, kindness and
support shown to us during this difficult time. It will always be remembered by the children of

John Nesbitt Russell. 

Michelle, Yvette, 
Monique & John (JC)

John Nesbitt Russell
November 19, 1942 - April 25, 2024
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NESBITT FAMILY TREE

GRACE NESBITT WILSON
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let's get in touch

GRACE
 NESBITT
 WILSON

NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

2nd Lt of the United States Air Force
11-97-42 to 05-05-2023

With Love and respect for your service
from your children,

 LaDeirdre and LaChandra, the 5 grands 
and 3 great-grands

Willette Elaine Sanders
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NESBITT FAMILY TREE

JOHN & BETTIE NESBITT
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let's get in touch
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NESBITT FAMILY TREE

ISRAEL & BENA NESBITT
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OUR FAMILY SONGS
Family Songs

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By Pauline Williams, 1980

 [Tune: When We All Get to Heaven]
Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us, 

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

.

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Okigwe, 1978 [Tune: Side by Side] 

Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money,

 Maybe we’re ragged and funny,

 But we’re traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

We don’t know what’s coming tomorrow,

 Maybe it’s trouble or sorrow,

 But we’ll travel the road, sharing our load, side by side. 

Through all kinds of weather,

 What if the sky should fall,

As long as we’re together, it doesn’t matter at all. 

When they’ve all had their troubles and parted, 

We’ll be the same as we started,

Just traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

To  the Nesbitt Family

L-R: Lewis , Jordan and Norma Dean Irvin L-R: Jackie  Dean Griffin, Walter Douglas Dean

 and Norma Dean Irvin

  TRIBUTE TO OUR PARENTS
Mr. & Mrs. John & Rachel (NESBITT) Sanders, 

Parents of John Melvin Sanders & Willette Elaine Sanders
Lovingly submitted by: John Melvin Sanders
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NESBITT FAMILY CENSUS

JOHN NESBITT 27.



NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

let's get in touch
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JOHN NESBITT
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OUR FAMILY SONGS
Family Songs

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By Pauline Williams, 1980

 [Tune: When We All Get to Heaven]
Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us, 

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

.

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Okigwe, 1978 [Tune: Side by Side] 



NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

let's get in touch
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ISRAEL NESBITT

1897 City of Columbia Directory 

30.



NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

let's get in touch
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1906 City of Columbia Directory 

William & Edna Nesbitt Patillo Elllon Hall WilliamsArthur & Ellon Hall Williams Ellon & daughters, Rhoda and Janis

Rhoda & Janis

Ellon, Rhoda, Janiis & Okema

Grands

6 Generations

STRONG.
Charles & Janis McIntosh

1st Great Grandson

Grands

Grands



NESBITT FAMILY RECORDS

let's get in touch
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JOHN & BETTIE NESBITT

1906 City of Columbia Directory 
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Sean Mosley, Esq., Serena Mosley, Aza Mosley, Esq.

Family  Updates:
Sean and Aza wed in August of 2019
and were blessed with the birth of their 
daughter Serena on October 29, 2021



Nesbitt family members we’ve lost 2018 - 2024

John Nesbitt Russell
April 2024 

IN MEMORIAM

Trevalyn Rivers Sr.
October 2023 

Psalm 73:26

Edward J. Fisher
June  2022 

Ssgt. Marcus N.Fisher
July 2021 

Nanette Harold-Elliott
2021

Thomas Clark 
May 2024

Patricia Diane Davis
January 2024

Josephine James Stradford
December 2023

Timothy E. Fisher
February 2022 

Gary Maness
April  2022 

Beverly M. Riddick
December 2022 

Milton P. Riddick
June 2023

34.
Willette
Elaine
Sanders
May 2023

Eric
Maurice
Robinson
February 2023

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God  is the strength 

of my heart and my portion forever."



THE
 PASSING
 YEARS

By Grace E. Easley

Life passes by so fast, Lord -- I know I’m sure to miss 

A vital part unless You keep reminding me of this.

 There’s so much that I want to do, a lot I’ve left undone, 

So many plans discarded - and a few I’ve not begun. 

Life passes by so fast, Lord - How often I’ve been told, 

It always does around the time that we are growing old. 

“For everything there’s a season” is wise as well as just, 

But I had rather wear me out - Than fall apart with rust. 

Life passes by so fast, Lord, the days, months, the years,

 Lord keep a smile upon my lips, and blot away my tears. 

Teach me to lean upon Your Arm  when pain and sickness strike, 

To tell the facts from fantasies, that sometimes look alike. 

Life passes by so fast, Lord, and yet how kind You are 

In granting me the precious years that I have had so far. 

So let the days grow shorter, the darkest shadows part, 

But put the wrinkles on my face........And never on my heart! 

Nesbitt family members we’ve lost 2018 - 2024

Julia (Priscilla) Wiley, 2019

Mildred E. Paris, 
January 2019

Bessie (Pauline)
Roundtree Williams
November 2019
David Williams Sr.
February 2020
Tonya S. Williams 
(eldest daughter), May 2020

Umphray G. Hall, May 2020 

Melvin Keith Godbolt,
June 2020 

Gwendolyn S. Henderson, 
January 2020

Elaine Nesbitt Haskell
July 2020 
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OUR FAMILY SONGS
Family Songs

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By Pauline Williams, 1980

 [Tune: When We All Get to Heaven]
Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us, 

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

.

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Okigwe, 1978 [Tune: Side by Side] 

Brionna Truesdale
Blair Truesdale

Married 27 years on July 26!

and devoted father, 
Rick Truesdale: 
Happy 27th Anniversary
on July 26th and I look
forward to many more
with you!  

Love,
Brenda

To my loving husband...

Brionna, congratulations on achieving your BA Degree from Towson University and your teaching
career, and Blair for your Certificate of Excellence from 2023-2024 from Bowie State University. 

I am so proud and love you both so much.  - Mom 

Brenda and Rick Truesdale



VERY IMPORTANT
NESBITTS

2022- 2024

All the things! Engagements, Weddings, Births, Graduations, Recognitions & Awards

Yaairah D. Foster: High School (Smryna High School) - 2023, In process to obtain
certification as a childcare worker. 

Sahana Dru Bradley: Middle School (Basis DC) - 2024. Earned admission to the
National Cathedral School of Washington, DC (High School)

Sanai Ranae Fitchett: College (Prairie View A&M) - 2024
Earned a Bachelors of Science in Computer Science, Cum Laude

Jacob Edward Fitchett: High School  (The McDonogh School) - 2022, and is
currently a Sophomore attending Florida A&M, majoring in Computer Science/Cyber Security

Ella Weston: High School (Berkmar High School) - 2020, and is currently attending
Georgia Gwinnett College. She is Majoring in Film and is currently on the Dean's List.

Shakera Stewart: College (Joseph’s University) - 2024 
Earned a Masters Degree in Health Administration. 

Caylah Dean Atkins: Middle School (Midland Arts Conservatory) - 2023, rising 10th Grader

Cayden Dean Atkins: Middle School (Midland Arts Conservatory) - 2023, rising 10th Grader

Austin Edward Griffin Swartz: High School (Cannon School) - 2024 
Earned admission to the University of Miami on a full athletics scholarship

Asha Glenn : High School (Claremont Middle School) - 2022, rising 11th Grader

GRADUATIONS

Brionna Truesdale: College (Towson University) - 2022. Earned Bachelor's of Art Degree from 
Towson University, and is currently teaching at Eleanor Roosevelt High School.

Blair Truesdale: Transferred to Bowie State University as a History & Government Major; 
received Certificate of Excellence from Dept of History & Government for outstanding scholastic
achievements for the 2023-2024 academic Year.

Boston Rohan: High School (Windsor High School, California) - 2022
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VERY IMPORTANT
NESBITTS
2022- 2024

Sean Mosley, Esq: 
Celebrated as Waterbury Connecticut’s African-American “Mayor for the Day” - 2024
Named “Administrator of the Year” for the City of Waterbury - 2024
Awarded the 2024 Juneteenth Black Dads Matter Award from Bridge to Success in 

      Waterbury - 2024
Elected to the Board of Alderman in Waterbury representing the 3rd Aldermanic District- 2023

weddings

Aza Mosley, Esq: 
Admitted to the Connecticut District Court Federal Bar - 2024
Inducted into Jack and Jill of America, Incorporated with Serena and Sean Aza Mosley -
2024
Named “One of Connecticut’s Most Influential African-Americans” by the Connecticut
Chapter of the NAACP - 2024
Inducted into the Links Incorporated, Waterbury Chapter 
Honored for her military Service by Black Women United of Waterbury, Connecticut 

Kyle and Sierra Staten - wed May 21, 2024

recognitions & awards

Serena Mosley: 
Baby Dedication: Grace Baptist Church in Waterbury Connecticut - 2022
Dance Recital: with the Tia Russell Dance School in New Haven, CT at the Lyman
Center for Performing Arts - 2023 and 2024

Enomi Lyn Worley: College (Harford Community College) - 2023.  Earned an Associates of
Science in Business Administration. She is currently attending Morgan State University,
majoring in Human Resources Management, set to graduate in 2025.

Taarif Willis: promoted to 6th Grade (Sunnyside Elementary) - 2024  

Taslim Willis: promoted to 4th Grade (Sunnyside Elementary) - 2024  

GRADUATIONS (Cont'd )

Brenda Truesdale: 
Promoted to Associated Director of Guidehouse Inc. Legal Department, Federal Sector

Richard Truesdale: 
2023 Recipient of Science Spectrum Trailblazer Award at 2023 BEYA STEM
Conference

Terry Wiley Kendrick: 
Honored by Grace Baptist Church “Consistent Sunday Alter Beautificaiton” - 2022

Christina Cachie: 
Named a Washingtonian Magazine’s Top Agent 2023, and a 2024 GCAAR Realtor Silver Winner
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VERY IMPORTANT
NESBITTS
2022- 2024

The Late Farris A. Weston's Children 

Derek Weston's daughter Ya'el L. Weston, was born on May 24th 2018. 
His son, Jahmyre-Kadeem Farris Elison-Weston, was born January 29th 2023. 

Aliyia J. Weston, graduated on December 9th, 2023 from Gwinnett Technical College,
located in Lawrenceville, Ga. wth a Diploma in Accounting. 

Gabrielle, L.J. Weston, graduated from Berkmar High School, located in Lilburn, Ga, with a
3.3 GPA, in May of 2022. She enrolled in Savannah College of Arts and Design (SCAD),
located in Atlanta, Georgia, in August of 2022. She majored in Fashion Design. 

The Grandchildren: Ya'el L. Weston, graduated Kindergarten, in May of 2024. Janiyah A.
Mills, graduated Kindergarten (Honor Roll), from Bethesda Elementary School, located in
Lawrenceville, Georgia, in May of 2023. U'nytii R. Tate-Weston, graduated the 5th grade,
in May of 2022. 

Inyahsha J. Weston, Graduated Kindergarten, May of 2022. 

Jeremiah A. Mills, Graduated Kindergarten, from Bethesda Elementary School, located in
the Lawrenceville, Ga, in May of 2022. 

Janiyah N. Mills, Graduated Pre-K, from Gabri-Ella's Educational Wonderland, located in
Lawrenceville, Ga, in May of 2021.

family updates (Cont'd )

Your paragraph text
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Umphray G. Hall Jr.

October 10, 1932 - May 27, 2020

BELOVED HUSBAND OF 
MARJORIE GILMORE HALL

“Father and Grandfather.”



A word of thanks...
A special thanks to everyone who donated this year* to the

 Norton E. Dean Cachie Academic Excellence Scholarship Fund. Since it’s inception, we have 
provided a over a half dozen high school and college students with scholarships monies for their 

educational  expenses. 

Linda Bain Clark
Christina Cachie

Valerie Fisher
Aaron & Chanisse Fitchett

Carl J. Sr & Maritha J. Frederick 
Eddie & Jackie Griffin

Norma Irvin
Shanwe Johnson 
Monique Johnson 

Elliott Johnson 
Duane Jones 

Ernest & Gloria Mosley
Sean & Aza Mosley, Esq. 

Robert & Annie Mott 
Sharen Nesbitt Jones 

Kimberly Rivers 
Monica Robinson 
Nilena Samuels 

Al and Sybil Wiggins
Bruce & Barbara Ann Wynn 

Thank you for for upholding our legacy of academic achievement.

. 
Norton E. Dean Cachie

Virginia State College (now University) Bachelors of Education ‘65, Summa Cum Laude
State University of New York (SUNY) at Stony Brook - Masters Degree

. 
*Denotes donations received as of the date of printing (June 25, 2024)

With Deep Gratitude . . .The Scholarship Committe: Christina Cachie, Chanisse Fitchett and Norma Irvin
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OUR FAMILY SONGS
Family Songs

Williams-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song

By Pauline Williams, 1980

 [Tune: When We All Get to Heaven]
Verse 1
Sing the wondrous love of families, 

Sing of John and Bettie too;

In our homes so bright and blessed, 

There’s a welcome for all of you.

Verse 2
Onward to the souls before us, 

Soon their beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open, 

We shall meet those blessed souls.

Chorus
When we all get together,

What a lot of laughter there will be; 

When we all see each other,

We’ll talk of old memories.

.

Cooper-Nesbitt Family Reunion Song 

By Thelma Okigwe, 1978 [Tune: Side by Side] 

Oh, we ain’t got a barrel of money,

 Maybe we’re ragged and funny,

 But we’re traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

We don’t know what’s coming tomorrow,

 Maybe it’s trouble or sorrow,

 But we’ll travel the road, sharing our load, side by side. 

Through all kinds of weather,

 What if the sky should fall,

As long as we’re together, it doesn’t matter at all. 

When they’ve all had their troubles and parted, 

We’ll be the same as we started,

Just traveling along, singing a song, side by side. 

Love,
 Mom & Dad

Congrats
Sahana!

Back in the day. Today.

Congrats to you Sahana on earning admission to the National Cathedral School of Washington, DC.  
You’re a great person and we couldn’t be prouder!

[Great x 3 Granddaughter of:

Israel & Bena]

Sahana Dru Bradley



LET’S KEEP
IN TOUCH!
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LET’S KEEP
IN TOUCH!
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LET’S KEEP
IN TOUCH!
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T H E  N E S B I T T

F A M I L Y

R E U N I O N

July 25 - July 28, 2024

Marriott Fairfield Inn & Suites

Savannah, Georgia

Thanks for Coming!

2016

(Maryland) 2020 & 2022

(Virtual)


