
A New Green Walking Route for London 
Connecting Bishopsgate with the Lea Valley and Beyond

Initiated by the East London Garden Society and supported by CPRE London



The Great Eastern Parks Route is a green link that 
connects various parks and gardens across East 
London. 

The route begins in Shoreditch, at the Bishopsgate 
Goodsyard, and utilises the disused railway viaduct to 
connect with Tower Hamlets and Newham, where The 
River Lea meets The River Thames.

The Great Eastern Parks Route aims to provide nature 
adventure through East London, by providing safe routes 
for walking and cycling, and promoting clean air and 
biophillic connection. 

The East London Garden Society aim to include a 
Permaculture Education Centre and a Bee School within 
the Shoreditch Forest Garden to encourage community 
cohesion and provide opportunities and education about 
the health and environmental benefits of gardening.

The Great Eastern Parks Route emerged from negotiations 
with developers  Hammerson and Ballymore to include 
the Shoreditch Forest Garden in their plans for the 
Bishopsgate Goodsyard. 

Bishopsgate Goodsyard Development is contractually 
bound to create a community park for the benefit of the 
public realm. The forest garden is located on top of the 
railway arches in Bishopsgate and will be the largest in 
Europe spanning a mile in length.

Project Introduction
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What?  

London is blessed with many beautiful green
spaces and the east end is no exception. We now
have an amazing opportunity to improve and
extend green spaces in east London by connecting
them up to form a ‘green chain’ walking trail
from the eastern edge of City of London to the
Lea Valley and beyond.

Why? 

Access to high quality, nature rich green spaces provides 
many benefits for our health and wellbeing. They can 
help to clean the air we breathe, provide healthy walking 
routes and spacefor outdoor exercise and relaxation, 
and provide a home to wildlife. As London grows and 
becomes more densely populated, we need to protect, 
connect and enhance green spaces, increasing the 
benefits they provide and safeguarding them for 
generations to come.

The Vision 

The creation of new public green space as part of the 
redevelopment of the old Bishopsgate Goodsyard will 
form the start of an exciting new east to west green route.

The route will link the existing open spaces 
as a series of green ‘stepping stones’, 
enabling people to walk from the city to the countryside 
without losing sight of nature. This would  connect local 
communities to green spaces, encourage more people to 
walk, and help improve the quality of existing open spaces.

The team are keen to work with the Mayor of 
London and Transport for London to develop the 
Great Eastern Parks Route as part of an expanded 
green walking network following the recent elections 
and the Mayor’s manifesto commitment to creating 
new walking routes ‘where they are needed’.  

Project Background
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To champion the possibility of 
a green network across East 

London.

Key Objectives

To create a new community 
and educational asset, with 
learning and practical training.

To promote sustainable and 
green strategies for reusing 

infrastructures.

To support rewilding and the 
greening of our urban areas, 
improving access to green 

spaces.
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Bishopsgate Railway Station was located on the eastern 
side of Shoreditch High Street and was used as a 
passenger station from 1840 to 1875. 

Shoreditch High Street Station was once an industrial 
goods depot known as Bishopsgate Goods Yard. The 
original station closed to passenger traffic in 1875 but 
reopened six years later as Bishopsgate Goodsyard 
to provide a freight station serving the eastern ports of 
England.

In 1964 it was damaged by a major fire and millions of 
pounds worth of goods were destroyed. The Goodsyard 
was rendered unusable and remained derelict over the 
next 40 years.

Bishopsgate Goodsyard is a 10 acre redevelopment 
to bring vitality to the currently derelict site. Drawing 
from neighbouring areas, the development offers a 
complementary mix of independent traders, new startups 
and international brands, along with a brand new park 
and 500 new homes. 

The Great Eastern Parks Route starts at Bishopsgate 
Goodsyard and follows the route of the disused railway 
viaduct that is adjacent to the overground rail line. 

Site Coordinates: 51°31’21.5”N 0°04’31.3”W

Project History
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1. Brick Lane Entrance 2. Fleet Street Hill 3. Vallance Road 4. Hemming Street 5. Brady Street 6. Tapp Street

Existing Site Conditions 

1
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7. Collingwood Street 8. Coventry Road 9. Buckhurst Street 10. Cambridge Heath 
  Road

11. Malcolm Road 12. Globe Road

Existing Site Conditions 

7 8 9 10 11

12
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One of Six New Walking Routes for London

London Greenways

A proposal for six new walking routes that will provide 
walking links between green spaces, create greener 
streets and help revitalise the network of existing routes 
such as the Capital Ring and Thames Path.

The Greenways map has been produced by the London 
Ramblers, with support from CPRE London, London 
Living Streets, Long Distance Walkers Association, 
Sustrans London, Inspiral London and London National 
Trust. 

Alongside the Great Eastern Parks Route:

- Counter’s Creek
.
- Five Boroughs Link

- Forgotten Rivers Walk

- Romford Greenway

- Southern Rivers Link

Greenways Map design by Urban Good.
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Shoreditch High Street

Whitechapel

Stepney Green

Bethnal Green

Bethnal Green

Brick Lane

Cheshire Street

Cambridge Heath Road

Bethnal Green Road

Vallance Road

Globe Road

Goodsyard Development Site
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The Great Eastern Parks Route Location
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St Mathew’s

Vallance Gardens

Weavers Fields

Shacklewell Street

St Bartholmew

Corfield St Park

Warner Green

Middleton Green

Museum Gardens

Meath Gardens

Elder Gardens

Spitalfields City Farm

Boundary Gardens

Pollard Square Globe Fields

Allen Gardens

Nomadic Community Gardens

Carlton Square

Brady St 

Shoreditch Church

100m 200m 400m 800m

Bethnal Green Garden

Goodsyard Development Site

A New Green Link for East London
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The Shoreditch Forest Garden, part of the Goodsyard 
Development, will be the largest urban forest garden 
in Europe. It utilises the disused railway viaduct that 
connects Allen Gardens and Shoreditch High Street 
Station. 

The forest garden aims to connect the local community to 
nature, mitigate air pollution and aid carbon sequestration.
The park will be self sufficient and sustainable, providing 
respite within an area of high density. 

There is the potential to site a Permaculture Education 
Centre and Bee School to further connect local residents 
with nature, proving knowledge of food growing and the 
ecosystem that they are a part of.

Key Themes: 01 Forest Garden
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Adjacent to the site is the Spitalfields City Farm which has 
strong links to the local community through volunteering, 
education and recreation. The farm promotes the benefits 
of healthy and sustainable lifestyles, natural ecosystems, 
local wildlife and biodiversity. 

The nearby Nomadic Community Garden is dedicated 
to transforming disused spaces into urban gardens for 
people to grow their own produce, create art, share 
skills, and discover what it means to build their own 
community from the bottom up.

Incorporating these initiatives into the design of the Great 
Eastern Parks Route will connect to the surrounding 
community, encouraging autonomous interaction and 
engagement with the space. Above, The Edible Bus 
Stop demonstrates how small urban spaces can be 
maximised for local food production. 

Key Themes: 02 Productive Landscapes
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Surrounding the site are various community groups and 
recreation facilities. The Repton Boxing Club is London’s 
oldest boxing gym and has seen many famous faces take 
to the ring. Superkilen Park in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
incorporates various furniture elements to facilitate the 
local community needs.

By incorporating opportunities for sport and recreation 
that are aligned to community needs, the site will cater 
to the needs of the community, enhancing its usage 
and activation. The Peckham Coal Line creates space 
for people to experience outdoor recreation through 
play and exercise. 

The global pandemic has shown how outdoor space is 
at a premium in densely populated cities like London. 
The Camden High Line connects to surrounding amenity 
spaces via an accessible walking and cycling route to 
provide local residents with abundant outdoor amenity 
space.   

Key Themes: 03 Sport and Play
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Views from the linear park include the City of London, 
Allen Gardens, Weavers Fields, Bethnal Green Gardens 
and the surrounding East London residential areas. 
Creating viewpoints along the route will celebrate the 
rich architectural history of the area and provide quality 
spaces to dwell. 

The success of the High Line in New York, is down to 
its integration with the surrounding urban landscape. 
Viewpoints are incorporated into the linear park to create 
space for people to relax and watch the world go by. 

The Goods Line, Sydney is an 800m linear park that 
provides space for rest and recreation in the heart of the 
city. Space has been allocated for a variety of activities 
that cater to the needs of the downtown population.  

Key Themes: 04 Viewpoints 
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Biodiversity is key to the success of an ecosystem. 
The nearby Weavers Fields includes a woodland walk 
containing trees and shrubs that were planted in the 
late 1980s to assist with natural regeneration and has 
further enhanced its biodiversity interest.

The Highline, New York incorporates native species 
into the planting palette to increase biodiversity. Native 
species attract a wider range of insects, creating 
the foundation of an ecosystem pyramid. The route 
incorporate the industrial heritage of the site to increase 
interest. 

The Peckham Coal Line aims to green the city by 
connecting existing pockets of nature along the 
line, providing more open and green space for local 
communities in central Peckham, helping to improve 
local air quality, biodiversity and access to green space.

Key Themes: 05 Biodiversity 
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Bethnal Green has a large Bangladeshi population, 
whose culture is celebrated at Weavers Fields each year. 
Weavers Fields also celebrates the industrial heritage of 
the area by recognising the importance of the Huguenots 
and their contribution to the local community during the 
17th century. 

East London has a high concentration of street art with 
Brick Lane at the epicentre. Providing the opportunity 
for local artists to make their mark on their community 
will create engagement with the space and expand the 
cultural remit of the area. 

Superkilen Park in Copenhagen is the result of the 
creative collaboration constituting a rare fusion of 
architecture, landscape architecture and art. The 
landscape welcomes the diverse cultures that surround 
the site, using motifs and iconography to inform the 
visual language of the park. 

Key Themes: 06 Arts and Culture
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Key Themes: 07 Heritage and History

Shoreditch High Street Station was once an industrial 
goods depot known as Bishopsgate Goods Yard. The 
missing link is formed of the disused railway viaduct that 
is adjacent to the overground rail line. 

Relics of the industrial past are located along the viaduct 
near Pedley Street. Commemoration of the districts past 
could be included in the Missing Link to celebrate the 
heritage and history of the area. 

Efforts to celebrate this industrious past have been 
woven into the architecture surrounding the site. Corten 
steel facade treatment on Redchurch Street displays the 
850 year site history showcasing the names of previous 
tenants of the building. 
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Key Themes: 08 Commercial Opportunities

The Great Eastern Parks Route presents the opportunity 
to uncover the arches on the ground level, creating 
more activation and interaction along the linear route. 

Space should be deciphered by local community needs 
and could include art galleries, co-working space, studios, 
community clubs and cafes. 

Utilisation of archway spaces has provided commercial 
space for thousands of small business owners across 
the UK, who make a unique and vital contribution to 
the UK economy.
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           Arts & Culture
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Vallance Road
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            Forest Garden 

            Commercial

        Heritage & History

            Productive Landscape

Concept Design 
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Focus Areas / Themes

The first section of the Great Eastern Parks Route provides 
a great opportunity to extend the Forest Garden in the new 
Goodsyard development via a new bridge link into Allen 
Gardens and the wider neighbourhood. The Shoreditch 
Forest Garden will be the largest urban forest garden in 
Europe, connecting the local community (new and old) with 
nature, the environment and work to mitigate air pollution 
and provide a green oasis in the heart of the city. 

Building on the relationship between Spitalfield City Farm, the 
Nomadic Gardens and other local food growing initiatives, 
there is a great place to introduce further productive 
landscapes along the Great Eastern Parks Route itself. 
Providing scope for further volunteering, education and 
recreation. The new green corridor will further promote 
the benefits of healthy and sustainable lifestyles, natural 
ecosystems, local wildlife and biodiversity.

Taking inspiration from the nearby Repton Boxing Club, 
London’s oldest boxing gym, the route can cleverly integrate 
play and recreation spaces into the route. An integrated 
approach to the public realm, providing new safe and 
accessible spaces to move through the city. The increased 
urban space enables residents of all ages and abilities to 
move through the city whilst observing social distancing. 
The initiative supports World Health Organisation measures 
to make cities more friendly to pedestrians and cyclists.

            Forest Garden             Sports & Play           Productive Landscape
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Focus Areas / Themes

A new accessible and inclusive social space along the Great 
Eastern Parks Route, connecting the community, existing 
parks and culture along an active green corridor. The 
area has a rich cultural heritage, from the Huguenots, the 
Bangladeshi community to the more recent arts and fashion 
that has swept through East London. The route provides 
a unique opportunity to celebrate the unique and unusual, 
providing playful and engaging places for both visitors and 
residents alike.

The route has a rich history, both in terms of the industrial 
character of the railway and the social, culture identity of the 
area throughout the years. Ideas for the route can build on 
the Weavers Fields Park that commemorates the Huguenot 
silk weaving industry. There is a real opportunity to weave the 
heritage throughout the Great Eastern Parks Route, creating 
a strong social narrative and place identity. 

The Great Eastern Parks Route provides a great opportunity 
to work with the existing businesses under and nearby, and 
at the same time catalyse underused and empty units and 
spaces along the route. The Arch Co. provide a strong and 
dynamic partner to co-develop the strategy for revitalistation 
and celebration of the local business community. 

        Heritage & History           Arts & Culture             Commercial
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Project Schedule

The project is based on four phases: 

01. Initiation
02. Planning
03. Implementation
04. Delivery Closure. 

Following approval of the proposal in the planning 
phase, a more detailed implementation plan will be 
developed. 

Our aim is to create a project timeline that is realistic, 
with clear milestones and deliverable outcomes.

Our goals are to:

01. Outline the expectations in terms of completion 
dates, including start and end dates and milestones. 

02. Define goals and specify priorities.

03. Keep all stakeholders and hold team members on 
track. Include provisions for changes to the schedule, 
such as delays etc.
 
The more detailed project plan will be based on agreed 
specific goals and desired outcomes. It will also include 
a number of choices, financial options and phased 
implementation over the short and medium to long term 
based on success and external factors such as funding 
availability.

To ensure the project is successful we will initiate the 
following steps: 

01. Create a mission statement. 
02. Create a work schedule. 
03. Define key tasks and action. 
04. Define responsibilities. 
05. Set project milestones. 
06. Work closely with 

This will help to create a timeline that is realistic, 
comprehensive and clear and one that will be adjusted 
accordingly to reflect changes so that updates can be 
shared with all stakeholders.

The project schedule document will be a high-level 
summary Gantt chart of the key milestones and stages. 

The chart will be supported by precedence diagrams, 
resource histograms and project life cycle. The project 
manager will ensure that the project schedule is 
continually reviewed and used and that all changes are 
being conveyed to all key stakeholders and relevant 
parties. 
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Management, Evaluation and Monitoring 

A formal outline of the project execution and oversight 
structure will be developed as part of a detailed project 
management plan. Our strategy will be based on a 
chosen project management methodology, subject to 
further approval from the project committee.
 
The project will be subjected to periodical reviews by 
the project review team and project review report will 
be generated from the project review process. The 
project’s status will indicate whether the project complies 
with project management standards such as Quality 
Assurance (QA). A quality plan will be produced that 
includes responsibilities for quality and how it will be 
controlled. 
 
A risk management strategy will be agreed upon with the 
appropriate stakeholders. The project manager will be 
responsible for identifying, assessing, and managing the 
individual risks and overall project risks that are recorded 
in the risk register.  In order to address overall project risk 
during the concept phase, we will define the benefits 
that the project is expected to deliver, together with the 
degree of risk that can be tolerated within the overall 
project. Once these decisions have been made and 
the project is initiated, then the traditional Project Risk 
Management process will be used to address explicitly 
the individual risks.
 
Project monitoring will be done by regular status and 
progress reports from the project manager. Given the 
data about the team, the project and the prediction of 
over dues, we will be able to identify the most efficient 
way to manage the resources and continually assess the 
project status. The above will be achieved by providing 
recommendations and suggestions and by ensuring that 
recommended actions are being implemented.
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Get Involved and Support the Project

Help us make the Great Eastern Parks route a reality. If 
you support the vision, please sign up and support the 
work of the project team. 

London is a green city, but it could be so much greener 
and this project can help to enhance and connect 
existing green spaces, making it more accessible and 
inclusive for all.

Contact: thegepr@gmail.com

Website: www.thegepr.org

Existing supporters include:

The project is being managed by an appointed committee.

- Geoff Juden - Project Manager and Delivery
- Will Sandy - Landscape Architecture and Placemaking
- Beata Maria Rzepecka - Project Development Coordinator
- Emanuele De Angelis - Design, Media and Marketing
- Cyrille Etienne - Financial Coordinator 
- Neil Sinden - Project and External Affairs Adviser

Bishops Goodsyard by Faulkner Browns Architects
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Appendix 
Associated Green Spaces with connections to the Great Eastern Parks Route

The Great Eastern Parks Route - Brochure 01



Bow Ecology Park 

The site was originally osier beds but became an iron works 
in 1846 run by the Thames Iron Works & Shipbuilding Co. 
In 1990s,  it was converted into an ecology park after 
a survey identified a number of rare plants and grasses 
on the site including exotic “stow-away” species which 
had self-seeded after being carried into the area aboard 
cargo boats, along with a number of national rarities 
such as the Hairy Buttercup, Walthamstow Cress and 
Unreel’s Wormwood, found nowhere else but Docklands. 

The site was officially opened to the public on 21 June 
2006 as a nature reserve and a site for environmental 
education. The site has been landscaped to provide 
wildflower meadows and a series of interlinked 
ponds. The peninsula is surrounded by the tidal River 
Lea, with large areas of exposed mud at low tide. 

Local Green / Blue Spaces

East India Dock Basin

The East India Docks were opened exactly 200 years 
ago in 1806 by The East India Company. Today only 
the entrance basin remains, surrounded by new 
residential and office developments, and redesignated 
as a bird and wildlife sanctuary. Big black waterfowl 
flap and glide across the water, retiring (if disturbed) 
to perch on wooden rafts in the middle of the mud. 

Around the perimeter of the basin are patches of reed 
bed, woodland and meadow, as well as one of the big 
black beacons erected by British Gas to celebrate the 
Millennium. The dock gates have been refurbished and can 
be walked across, while from the riverfront there’s a perfect 
view of the Dome on the opposite side of the Thames. 
Barges and speedboats chug by, planes from City Airport 
swoop overhead and in the distance the DLR rattles by.

Shoreditch Forest Garden

Members of the East London Garden Society 
campaigned for years for a wildlife haven to tackle 
air pollution in Shoreditch and Brick Lane. They 
argued a forest garden planted at the Bishopsgate 
Goodsyard development would also encourage 
wildlife and improve people’s wellbeing believing it 
could one day lead to Europe’s biggest forest garden. 

Developers Ballymore and Hammerson told Geoff Juden, 
the society’s chairman, that they had added a “forest-
type environment” along the Brick Lane stretch of wider 
plans for a park. Mr Juden said: “This is good news. We 
are suffering from a climate emergency. We have toxic air. 
The best way to tackle this is to have as much greenery 
as possible and a forest garden will help do this”. 
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Limehouse Basin

The Limehouse Basin was bui l t  by the 
Regent’s Canal Company and opened in 1820.
At one point the basin was the principal entrance 
from the Thames to the country’s canal network. 
The dock was linked by the Regent’s Canal 
with the Grand Junction at Paddington and 
was of immense importance to the economy. 

The basin was connected to the river by three locks 
– one for ships and two for barges, however its use 
declined with the growth of the railways and because 
the facilities were too small for the larger steam 
powered ships and the two smaller locks were closed. 
Now it is a place for nature mixing with local residents. 

Mile End Park

Opening in 1999, Mile End Park is a linear stretch of 
green that starts at Roman Road and runs southwards 
like a ribbon alongside Regent’s Canal, crossing over 
bustling Mile End Road and ending at the Limehouse 
basin. Along the way it includes a surprising number of 
facilities: a skate park, a climbing centre, an arts venue 
and an Ecology Pavilion, and that’s only mentioning a few. 

This is an East End park which truly has something 
for everyone. Strolling through its 32 hectares of 
winding paths and glades overlooking the slow-moving 
water of Regent’s Canal, it’s astonishing to think this 
site was, until recently, a derelict stretch of land left 
largely untended since the aftermath of the Blitz.

Meath Gardens

Meath Gardens is a jewel of a secret park set back 
from the Roman Road. It started as the Victoria Park 
Cemetery but after becoming a park in 1895, the 
space became so neglected that by the middle of the 
20th century it even had a chemical plant built on it. 

In 2015, Joanna Milewska, a landscape architect with 
LDA Design, rallied a group of residents to form the 
Friends of Meath Gardens. She helped them to draw up 
an ambitious landscape strategy to share with the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets. Since then, local volunteers 
have been responsible for planting and maintaining 
hundreds of native hedging shrubs, native bulbs and 
native trees. The long-term goal for the Friends of Meath 
Gardens is to create a green corridor across Bethnal 
Green, linking fragmented green spaces in urban settings 
with Meath Gardens, Mile End Park and Victoria Park.

Local Green / Blue Spaces
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Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 

Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park knits a vibrant area 
of East London into a modern urban destination - 
redefining the historic industrial and creative heartlands 
of Stratford and Hackney Wick as an exciting and 
sustainable place to live, work, study, play and visit. 
Award winning parklands, waterways and playgrounds 
are free to visit every day. Former Olympic and 
Paralympic venues – including London Stadium, the 
London Aquatics Centre, the Copper Box Arena and 
Lee Valley VeloPark.  A new heart for east London, Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park is the city’s newest park. It will 
be a new home to thousands and a new destination 
for millions. The Park is now open for the public to 
visit and is already coming alive as visitors explore its 
unique parklands, waterways, venues and attractions.

Spitalfields City Farm

Established in 1978 in response to local people’s wishes 
to convert wasteland into allotments, Spitalfields City 
Farm is sited on a former railway goods depot, spread 
over 1.3 acres of land owned by the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets and Railtrack. Successive bids to various 
charitable trusts, companies and public funding bodies, 
as well as strong local support have enabled the farm to 
continue and grow, gaining charitable status in 1980. A 
stone’s throw from the City, their farmyard and gardens 
have offered safe space to the local community and 
visiting groups for over 40 years. The farm volunteers 
work with a wide range of people to help them 
experience the full range of benefits from being outdoors: 
gardening, harvesting, cooking vegetables, caring for 
animals, volunteering and taking part in events. The farm 
provides opportunities that empower people, helping 
them gain new skills and confidence to improve their 
employability, combat loneliness and make new friends.

Victoria Park 

In 2010 the National Lottery Big Lottery Fund awarded 
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets a £4.5 million 
grant towards a £12 million programme of major 
improvements to Victoria Park. Plans included a new 
building, the Eastern Hub, comprising a cafe, public 
toilets, community rooms and adult play facilities to 
promote healthy living. With the park’s refurbishments 
that began in 2010 it was decided to restore the island 
to its former glory; the lake was extended back around 
the original area, the pagoda was replicated through the 
use of many photographs and eye-witness information 
and then, to complete Pennethorne’s unfinished vision, 
the plans for his original bridge were discovered and the 
bridge built after over 100 years.  Now a favourite with 
many, there are community events taking place each 
Summer, in the largest park, in this part of east London.

Local Green / Blue Spaces
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