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General Caddy Rules and Procedures
GWGA expectations for caddies
1. Caddies must be dressed in golf attire.
2. Only a player or her caddie may ride in a cart, but NOT BOTH at the same time.
3. Being a caddy is a job, socialization is for after the golf round is over.
 If you have never caddied before the following are excellent tips on how to do the job.
ON THE TEE
1. Take note of the brand and type of golf ball your player is using for the round.
2. Stay quiet on the tee when a player is hitting. Keep a careful watch on your player’s drive and mentally mark it with something in the fairway or rough (usually a tree or a mound). If the sun is in your eyes, use your hand or a visor of some type to block the rays while continuing to follow the flight of the ball.
3. Help your fellow caddies by watching the flight of all the players’ balls. A good caddie knows the position of each player’s ball.
THROUGH THE FAIRWAY
1. Walk ahead or alongside of the player; do not lag behind. Walk with your hand over the clubs or a towel woven between the clubs so they do not rattle. Be attentive of where you are walking and where the group’s golf balls are.
2. When proceeding off the tee, move quickly to your player’s ball but do not go beyond the farthest ball from the green. If it is not your player’s ball, stand away from the player hitting.
3. As you approach your ball, find the closest yardage marker and walk off the yardage to the hole. You will either be adding or subtracting yardages depending upon the location of the yardage marker in relation to the ball. Yardage markers are to the center of the green. Inform your player of the yardage. This should be the only time you volunteer information. As you gain more experience, you might also want to inform your player about the wind direction and flagstick location.
4. When arriving at the ball, check to see if it is your player’s. If you cannot identify it as your player’s, DO NOT TOUCH IT. Let the player identify it. Bring the bag up directly to the ball and stand to the right of the ball (left if caddying for a left-handed player) and one pace back. Place the bag on the ground with the clubs face up and wait for the player to select a club. Once your player has chosen a club, step away a couple of paces. Carefully watch the flight of your player’s ball and note its position. CAUTION: If your player is playing through trees, stand where you will not be hit by the ball but can still watch its flight.
5. After your player has hit and if a divot was made, replace the divot quickly. Run to the divot and replace it in its original position. Place it in the hole with the roots facing down. Step down on the divot twice to make sure it is replaced properly. When your player hands you the club, clean it thoroughly. Place the club in the proper order in the bag. SUGGESTIONS: You can clean the club while you are walking to the next shot. Hand your player the putter if the shot landed on the green. A player should never have to ask for his/her putter.
AROUND THE PUTTING GREEN
The putting green is probably the most important area on the course. You should be especially careful when performing your duties here.
1. Hand your player the putter as soon as the ball is on the putting green.
2. If your player is first to land on the green, it is your responsibility to attend to the flagstick. Place your bag down on the ground nearest to the next teeing area and bring your towel with you back to your player. Offer to wash the golf ball and then proceed to the flagstick.
3. WARNING: Never lay your bag down on the fringe or putting green. Also, never run or jump on the putting green.
4. If you are not attending the flagstick, stand off the putting green in an area that is not in anyone’s line of putt. The line of putt is an imaginary line that extends from the player’s ball through the hole. Keep quiet. Never stand behind the hole or the player when she is putting.
Attending the Flagstick
1. Learn to judge which ball is furthest from the hole. This player putts first.
2. When walking on the putting green, be careful not to step in anyone’s line of putt. The line of putt extends from the ball to the hole. Be aware of the positions of all the balls.
3. When you get to the flagstick, make sure it is not stuck in the hole by twisting it. Ask the furthest-away player if they would like the flagstick out or attended.
4. If the player does not want you to attend the flagstick, remove it carefully and move to the edge of the green away from the line of putt.
5. If the player wants you to attend the flagstick, stand so your feet are at least two feet from the hole and your shadow does not cross the player’s line of putt. If you can reach the flag atop the stick, hold it so the flag does not blow in the wind. Make sure your feet are together and pointing towards the player for whom you are attending the flagstick. WARNING: Be sure not to step or stand on or near the hole, which can cause damage to the hole.
6. Once the player strikes the ball, remove the flagstick carefully from the hole. Move to a side of the putting green, being careful not to step in anyone’s line of putt. Keep Quiet. You may have to attend the flagstick for more than one player so be prepared. If you are not sure, just ask.
7.  After all the players have holed out, return the flagstick to the hole. Be careful not to hit the edge of the hole with the bottom of the flagstick. This causes damage to the edge of the hole. Quickly move off the green and meet your player at the next teeing ground. Once you get to know the course and your player, you should have her driver ready to exchange for the putter.
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