
 

The prison-industrial complex 

in the US has become a major 

source of profits. Not only have 

many prisons been privatized, 

where the government pays 

huge amounts to private 

companies to incarcerate 

prisoners, but prisoners are 

also contracted to private 

companies to work for close to 

no pay. Many people, 

especially youths, are in prison 

for simple drug possession.  

 

 

JOIN TODAY 

Help Make the Changes 

We need in America! Let’s 

turn this around! 
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The US invests more 

money towards 

incarceration than 

education! The US #1 

prison population in 

the WORLD! 
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Corporations and governments 

collude in prison slavery racket 

By Mark Maxey, MPD, National 

Coordinator 

Whose money is it? Many 

departments of corrections (DOCs) 

supplement their state budgets with 

business deals. These deals mean 

free or under 50-cents-per-hour use 

of prison workers. It’s a billion-dollar 

industry that many Americans know 

nothing about. 

Over 50 prominent American 

corporations have been exposed for 

using prison laborers to reduce their 

payroll costs over the last several 

years. Prior to 2016, organic grocery 

giant Whole Foods sold a 

$12-a-pound bag of tilapia that was 

labeled “from sustainable American 

family farms.” This family farm was 

actually Colorado prisoners making 

74 cents a day  or less. And their 

fancy goat cheese? The goats and 

milk were produced by the same 

prisoners. Whole Foods saved money 

and the Colorado Department of 

Corrections likely made a bundle. 

Some McDonald’s crew member 

uniforms are made by  prisoners 

making even less money —a lot less—than the 

ones who wear the uniforms. Walmart has 

been known to buy produce from  prison-run 

gardens . Female inmates in South Carolina 

have in the past sewn intimate apparel for 

Victoria’s Secret. In fact,  whistleblowing 

inmates  were placed in solitary confinement 

when they exposed that they had been told 

to remove “Made in Honduras” labels and 

replace them with “Made in America” 

labels. In 1993, AT&T laid off thousands of 

union employees in call centers to be 

replaced by a  prisoner answering  call 

center. Those prisoners made less than $2 a 

day. 

The  website  of Buycott, which encourages 

consumers to make sure the companies they 

shop with match their principles, lists many 

surprising American companies who have 

relied on exploited prison labor. They 

include: Abbott Laboratories, Autozone, 

Bank of America, Bayer, Cargill, Caterpillar, 

Chevron, Costco, John Deere, Eli Lilly, 

GlaxoSmithKline, International Paper, 

Johnson & Johnson, Sears, Koch Industries, 

Mary Kay, Merck, Motorola, Pfizer, ConAgra 

Foods, Starbucks, United Airlines, UPS, 

Verizon, Wendy’s. When you purchase 

products from these companies, you might 

be unknowingly participating in the prison 

labor system. 

On a side note, but worth 

mentioning: The hidden fact is 

that just  ten companies  own the 

world markets for most of the 

products we use in our homes 

everyday. Many of the corporate 

titans of the Trump era (and 

within his administration) are 

essentially the same exploiters 

who have dominated our economy 

for the past century. Yet what is 

more pronounced today is that 

some of those companies are 

exploiting prison workers by using 

a loophole in the  13th 

Amendment  to the U.S. 

Constitution. 

 

The nation’s incarceration rate 

has spiked as much as  500 percent 

in the last 40 years , driven in part 

by the War on Drugs & bipartisan 

“tough-on-crime” policies. While 

the prison population has 

skyrocketed, government funding 

for housing the prisoners has not 

kept up. That has forced the 

incarcerated to help pay for the 

high cost of their imprisonment 

through steep fees. Coupled with 

low or in some cases non-existent 

wages, that has left inmates in 

destitute conditions over the 

course of their sentence. 
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