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This is a list of notable events in the development of Jewish history.



Ancient Israel and Judah (2000-586 BC) 

Year 

2000-1800 

1900 

1800-1700 

History 

The start of the Age of Patriarchs with Abraham, and 
the origin for the Abrahamic Religions, mentioned in 
the Hebrew Bible, Christian Bible and the Quran
respectively 

--

The Second patriarch Isaac, the long-awaited son of 
Abraham and Sarah, was nearly sacrificed by his 
father in a test of faith 

The Third Patriarch Jacob, after deceiving his 
brother Esau for the birthright, fled, married Leah 
and Rachel, fathered the twelve tribes of Israel, 
and was renamed Israel by God 

Image 

Abraham by Guercino 



1700-1600 

Between 
15th Century 
and 13th 
Century BC 

1446-1312-
1290? 

1380-1045? 

In the Book of Genesis. Jose h, the eleventh son of 
Jacob, was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, 
rose to power in Egypt through his wisdom and 
God's favor, and ultimately forgave and saved his 
family during a severe famine. 

The enslavement of the Jews in Egypt when a new 
Pharaoh feared their growing population, leading to 
their oppression and forced labor 

Moses led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, 
leading them on a journey that followed 40 years of 
wandering in the desert. they crossed through the 
Red Sea, Received the Torah, including the Ten 
Commandments at Mount Sinai and ultimately made 
their way toward the Promised Land during the 
Exodus. 

Biblical ·udges lead the jewish people. Othniel, Ehud, 
Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Je hthah-,­
lbzan, Elon, Abdon, and Samson. -

Jacob by Jan Victors 

The Crossing of The Red Sea 











740-722

715-687

649-609

629-587

600 

597 

The Kingdom of Israel falls to the Neo-Ass rian 
Em ire, The fall of Israel resulted in the deportation 
of many Israelites, often referred to as the "Lost Ten 
Tribes", This marked the end of the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel, leaving only the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. 

King Hezekiah of Judah, Thirtheenth King of Judah 

King Josiah of Judah instituted major reforms, 
destroyed agan altars and shrines, and renewed 
the covenant between God and the people of Judah 
reinforcing monotheism and the exclusive worship of 
Yahweh. 

Pro hec of Jeremiah, He prophesied during a 
tumultuous time that preceded the fall of Jerusalem 
and the Babylonian exile. 

The Ketef Hinnom scrolls or Amulets, are recognized 
as the oldest known surviving texts from the Hebrew 
Bible. 

The first deportation of the Judean Israelites to 
Bab Ion, when King Nebuchadnezzar II captured 
Jerusalem and exiled King Jehoiachin, along with a 
significant portion of the population. 

King Hezekiah 

Babylonian Exile by James Tissot 





Second Temple period 

539-1 BC

Year 

539 

520 

520 

516 

475 

460 

332 

History 

Jews were allowed to Return to Zion, with Cyrus II of the 
Achaemenid Em ire's permission. 

The Prophecy of Zechariah 

Zerubbabel guides the initial group of Jews returning from 
captivity to Jerusalem 

The Second Tern le in Jerusalem is consecrated, 
symbolizing the restoration of Jewish worship after the 
Babylonian exile. 

As recounted in the Book of Esther. Often associated with 
Xerxes I of Persia, Queen Esther disclosed her identity to the 
king and began to advocate for her people, identifying 
Haman as the conspirator scheming to annihilate them. 

Ezra's Mission, recounted in the Book of Ezra. With anarchy 
brewing in Judea, Xerxes' successor Persian King 
Artaxerxes sent Ezra to restore order. 

--

Alexander the Great the King of Macedonia, one of the 
largest empires of the ancient world, stretching from 
Macedonia to Egypt and Greece to northwestern India 
conquers Phoenicia and the Levant 

Image 
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Model of the Second Temple 



332? 

150-
100 

Alexander visited Judea to meet High Priest Jaddus, who 
showed him the prophecy of Alexander's life and conquests 
from the Book of Daniel. This account is regarded as 
apocryphal and likely created in the early Hasmonean 
periodill 

At some point during this period, the Tanakh Hebrew Bible 
was finalized and canonized. Jewish religious texts written 
after Ezra's time were not included in the canon, though they 
gained popularity among various Jewish groups. Later works 
incorporated into the Greek translation of the Bible (the 
Septuagint) came to be known as the deuterocanonical 
books. 

The Hasmonean dynasty rules Judea. The Hasmonean 
140- kingdom expands outward to ldumea, Samaria, Perea,
63 Galilee, and Gilead due to weakness and dissolution within 

the Seleucid Empire. 

Sculpture of Alexander the Great 

Set of scrolls comprising the entire 
Tanakh 





1st century AD 

Year 

6 

6 

26-
36 

30 

30-
70 

66-
135 

History 

Province of Roman Judea created by merging --Judea proper,
Samaria and ldumea. 

Hillel the Elder, considered the greatest Torah sage, dies, 
leading to the dominance of Shammai till AD 30, see also 
Hillel and Shammai. 

Sanhedrin trial of Jesus took place before Pontius Pilate, the 
Governor of the Roman province of Judaea's Roman trial of 
Jesus. Following this Roman trial, Jesus was crucified, 
marking a pivotal moment in history. This event laid the 
foundation for Christianity, as the A ostles began to spread 
the Gospel message to various communities including the 
Jewish ones. 

Helena of Adiabene, a vassal of the Parthian em ire in 
Meso otamia, converts to Judaism. Significant numbers of 
Adiabene population follow her, later also providing limited 
support for Jews during Jewish-Roman wars. In the following 
centuries the community mostly converts to Christiani . 

Schism within Judaism during the Second Tern le eriod. A 
sect within Hellenised Jewish society starts Jewish 
Christianity, see also Re'ection of Jesus. 

Start of the Jewish-Roman wars which resulted in a Roman 
victory, and the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, 
During the siege, approximately 1,100,000 people were 
killed, and 97,000 were captured and enslaved.� This 
conflict also contributed to the separation of Christianity from 
Judaism, following this defeat, Roman Judea remained under 
Roman control, renamed and merged into the province of 
Syria Palaestina. The Sanhedrin was relocated to Yavne by 
Yochanan ben Zakai, see also Council of Jamnia. Fiscus 
Judaicus levied on all Jews of the Roman Em ire whether 
they aided the revolt or not. (War ended AD 135) 

Image 

Crucifixion of Christ as depicted by Giotto 



70-
200 

73 

Period of the Tannaim, rabbis who or anized and elucidated 
the Oral Torah. The decisions of the Tannaim are contained 
in the Mishnah, Beraita, Tosefta, and various Midrash 
compilations. 3

Final events of the First Jewish-Roman War - the fall of 
Masada. Christianity starts off as a Jewish sect and then 
develops its own texts and ideology and branches off from 
Judaism to become a distinct religion. 

Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans (1850 painting by David 

Roberts) 

Depiction of the Roman triumph 
celebrating the Sack of Jerusalem on the 

Arch of Titus in Rome. 

Talmudic period (AD 70-640)

2nd century 

115-117

Kitos War (Revolt against Trajan)- a second Jewish-Roman War initiated in large Jewish
communities of Cyprus, Cyrene (modern Libya), Aegipta (modern Egypt) and Mesopotamia
(modern Syria and Iraq). It led to mutual killing of hundreds of thousands Jews, Greeks and
Romans, ending with a total defeat of Jewish rebels and complete extermination of Jews in
Cyprus and Cyrene by the newly installed Em eror Hadrian.

131-136













Jews living in England, under King Hen Ill, were blamed for counterfeiting the money and 
when the local citizens began to exact revenge on them, the king expelled his Jewish subjects 
in order to save them from harm.l17

1249-1250 
The Hafsid caliph in the Magrheb and the A ubid sultan of Egypt issue decrees that Jews and 
Christians to wear a dinstinguishing badge. The so-called shikla continues to be in use for 
Tunisian Jews into the nineteenth century.l181

1250-1300 
The life of Moses de Leon, of Spain. He publishes to the public the Zohar the 2nd century AD 
esoteric interpretations of the Torah by Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his disciples. Thus begins 
the evolution of modern Kabbalah (esoteric Jewish mysticism). 

1250-1550 

1267 

Period of the Rishonim, the medieval rabbinic sages. Most Jews at this time lived in lands 
bordering the Mediterranean Sea or in Western Euro e under feudal systems. With the decline 
of Muslim and Jewish centers of power in Ira , there was no single place in the world which was 
a recognized authority for deciding matters of Jewish law and practice. Consequently, the rabbis 
recognized the need for writing commentaries on the Torah and Talmud and for writing law 
codes that would allow Jews anywhere in the world to be able to continue living in the Jewish 
tradition. 

Nachmanides (Ramban) settles in Jerusalem and builds the Ramban S nagogue. 

1270-1343 

1276 

1290 

Rabbi Jacob ben Asher of Spain writes the Arba'ah Turim (Four Rows of Jewish Law). 

Massacre in Fez to kill all Jews stopped by intervention of the Emir.l191

Jews are expelled from England by Edward I after the banning of usu in the 1275 Statute of

Jew 

14th century 

1300 
Rabbi Levi ben Gershom, aka Gersonides. A 14th­
century French Jewish philosopher best known for his 
Sefer Milhamot Adonai ("The Book of the Wars of the 
Lord") as well as for his philosophical commentaries. 

1304-1394 

1343 

Jews are repeatedly expelled from France and 
readmitted, for a price. 

Jews persecuted in Western Europe are invited to 
Poland by Casimir the Great. 

1346-1353 

Pottery in the museum of the synagogue 

of Sopron, Hungary, built around 1300. 

Jews scapegoated as the cause of the growing Black Death. See also Medieval antisemitism 





1493 

1496 

Ba ezid II of the Ottoman Em ire issued a formal invitation to the Jews expelled from Spain and 
Portugal and sent out ships to safely bring Jews to his empire. 

Jews expelled from Sicily. As many as 137,000 exiled. 

Jews expelled from Portugal and from many German cities. 

Early Modern Era 

16th century 

1501 

1506 

1511 

1516 

King Alexander of Poland readmits Jews to Grand Duch of Lithuania. 

Lisbon massacre: Dominican friars promised absolution for sins committed over the previous 
100 days to those who killed the Jews of Lisbon, and a crowd of more than 500 people (many of 
them sailors from the counties of Holland and Zeeland, and the Kingdom of German ) gathered, 
persecuted, tortured, killed, and burnt at the stake hundreds of Jews. Women and children were 
beaten to death. Some Portuguese families saved their jewish neighbors by hiding them. 

Printing of Jewish books by mechanical press began by Daniel Bomber )271

Venetian Ghetto established, the first Jewish ghetto in Europe. Many others follow. 

1525-1572 

1534 

1534 

Rabbi Moshe lsserles (The Rema) of Krakow writes an extensive commentary to the Shulkhan 
Arukh called the Mappah, extending its application to Ashkenazi Jewry. 

King Sigismund I of Poland abolishes the law that required Jews to wear s ecial clothes. 

First Yiddish book published, in Poland. 

1534-1572 

1547 

1550 

1550 

Isaac Luria ("the Arizal") teaches Kabbalah in Jerusalem and (mainly) Sated to select disciples. 
Some of those, such as lbn Tebul, Israel Saru and mostly Chaim Vital, put his teachings into 
writing. While the Sarugian versions are published shortly afterwards in Italy and Holland, the 
Vitalian texts remain in manuscripti for as long as three centuries. 

First Hebrew Jewish printing house in Lublin. 

Jews expelled from Genoa, Italy. 








































