
  

74th Annual Meeting of the Society of Pelvic Surgeons 

Scientific Program 
 

7:00 am – 8:15 am Breakfast 
 

8:30 am – 8:40 am Welcome & Opening Address 
 Don Morris, Department Head of Oncology, University of 

Calgary 
 

The Pelvic Surgeon’s Toolbox: Technical Essentials for Complex Cases 
 
8:40 am – 9:00 am Pelvic Sarcoma 
 Speaker: Antoine Bouchard-Fortier 
 
9:00 am – 9:20 am Vascular Considerations in Complex Pelvic Surgery 

Speaker: Kenton Rommens 
 
9:20 am – 9:40 am Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
 Speaker: Claire Temple-Oberle 
 
9:40 am – 10:00 am Orthopedic Contributions 
  Speaker: Michael Monument 
 
10:00 am – 10:15 am  Discussion & Audience Q&A 

 
10:15 am – 10:45 am  Coffee Break & Networking  

 
From Operative Notes to Outcomes: Systems for Safer Pelvic Surgery 
 
10:45 am – 11:05 am Synoptic Operative Reporting / Cancer Surgery Alberta 
 Speaker: Lloyd Mack 
 
11:05 am – 11:25 am Optimizing Rectal Cancer Care in Alberta 
 Speaker: Donald Buie 
 
11:25 am – 11:45 am Safe Surgery Checklist 
 Speaker: Mary Brindle 
 
11:45 am – 12:05 pm  ERAS in Pelvic Surgery 
 Speaker: Gregg Nelson 
  
12:05 pm – 12:20 pm  Discussion & Audience Q&A 

 
12:30 pm to 1:30 pm Lunch and Networking  

 

Thursday, October 8 



  

 

7:00 am – 7:45 am Breakfast 
 

8:00 am – 9:00 am Presidential panel: Challenges in surgical training 
 David Mutch 

 

         8:00 am – 8:10 am Introduction of topic by David Mutch 
         8:10 am – 8:20 am GYN (Mitchel Hoffman) 
         8:20 am – 8:30 am Urology (Margit Fisch) 
         8:30 am – 8:40 am Surgery (Emmanuel 
Zervos) 
         8:40 am -  8:55 am             Discussion 
        Moderator for first scientific session – Lenaine Westney 

 
         9:00 am – 9:25 am  Ortho-oncology and pelvic tumor resection: Francis       

                                              Hornicek, Brooke Crawford 
         9:25 am – 9:35 am  Floor discussion and closure  
         9:40 am -9:46 am          Abstract 1- Margit Fisch, Long-term Outcomes After 
                                                        Transperineal Reanastomosis for Post-prostatectomy 
                                                        Vesicourethral Anastomotic Stenosis 

9:46 am – 9:49 am  Discussant: Raul Ordorica 
9:49 am-   10:00 am  Floor discussion and closure  

         10:00 am – 10:20am          Abstract 2- Thomas Smith, Phalloplasty Following Total             
           (Presentation, Discussant,            Penectomy for Penile Cancer: Restoring Form, Function,                     
          Floor Discussion and closure)       and Psychosocial Well-Being. 
                                                        Discussant: Dan Wood             
                                                                                    
         10:20 am - 10:40 am         Abstract 3- Adam Feldman, Salvage cystectomy and              
                                                        genitourinary events following tri-modality therapy of    
                                                        muscle invasive bladder cancer.  
                                                        Discussant: Scott Gilbert 
 
         10:40 am - 11:10 am  Break/Visit exhibitors 
         11:10 am – 12:00 pm  Roundtable Group Discussions 

 
              Group 1: Pelvic exenteration including out of the box pelvic resection; 

indications and disciplines:  Group leader: Marcus Quek  
 

                    Group 2: Massive pelvic hemorrhage; prevention and management: Group 
leader: Emanuel  Zervos 

 
                      Group 3: Trainee autonomy, simulation, mentorship: Group leader: Bill Cliby 

 
Group 4: Operable pelvic malignancy in morbidly obese patients; best 
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practice summary - both MIS and open techniques: Group leader: 
Sean Dowdy 
 

Group 5: Vascular surgery; what skillsets should the oncologic surgeon 
have?: Group leader: Scott Gilbert 

 

12:00 pm- 12:30 pm 5-minute report out per table 
12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch 
1:30 pm- 1:45 pm Eulogies 
1:45 pm – 2:15 pm Presidential Address 

 

          7:00 am – 8:00 am         Breakfast 
        Moderator for second scientific session -Larissa Temple 
 

 

          8:00 am – 8:20 am            Abstract 4- Antoine Bouchard-Fortier, Surgical and 
Oncologic 
            (Presentation, Discussant,          Outcomes Following Major Vascular Resection 
          Floor Discussion and closure)      for Patients with Retroperitoneal/Pelvic Sarcomas.                  
                                                       Discussant: Wolfram Knoefel 
 

 8:20 am- 8:40 am Abstract 5- Amit Merchea, Preoperative Biopsy in Solid      
                                             Presacral Tumors: Still Valuable? 
                                             Discussant: Emanuel Zervos 
 

 

          8:40 am – 9:00 am            Abstract 6- Amanika Kumar, Incidence and 
Predictive Factors   
                                                       of Late Complications after pelvic exenteration or   
                                                       intra-operative radiation for gynecologic   
                                                       malignancies.  
                                                       Discussant: Jeannie Chern 
  
         9:00 am – 9:20 am         Abstract 7- Hermann Kessler, Anal adenocarcinoma in   
                                                        inflammatory bowel disease: clinicopathologic features   
                                                        and association with fistula formation.  
                                                        Discussant: Virginia Shaffer 
  

 

          9:20 am - 9:40 am         Abstract 8- J. Jean Ashburn, Endorectal ultrasound 
(ERUS): an   
                                                        accurate and invaluable tool for identifying suitable   
                                                        candidates for transanal excision/transanal endoscopic  
                                                        microsurgery (TAE/TEM) in early staged rectal tumors.   
                                                        Discussant: Najjia Mahmoud 
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          9:40 am – 10:10 am           Break with exhibitors 
          Moderator for third scientific session- Michel 
Finan 
 
          10:10 am- 10:30 am         Abstract 9- Joannie Neveu, Concurrent bariatric and 
oncologic   
                                                        surgery for early-stage endometrial cancer: a prospective  
                                                        cohort study to examine safety and clinical effectiveness.   
                                                        Discussant: Nadim Bou Zgheib 
 
          10:30 am - 10:50 am          Abstract 10- Viola Heinzelman-Schwarz, Multimodal 
profiling  
                                                         in ovarian cancer informs treatment recommendations   
                                                         and unveils chemotherapy-associated tumor  
                                                         heterogeneity.  
                                                         Discussant: Janos Tanyi 
 
          10:50 am –11:10 am          Abstract 11- Tina Gao, Repeat Sentinel Lymph Node 
Biopsy in  
                                                         Recurrent Vulvar Cancer: is this procedure reliable?   
                                                         Discussant: Alon Altman 

Moderator for fourth scientific session – Fiona Burkhard 
 
          11:10 am- 11:30 am           Abstract 12- Robert Giuntoli, Any role for surgical 
management  
                                                         of inguinal lymph nodes for patients with locally  
                                                         advanced vulvar cancer?  
                                                         Discussant: Christhardt Kohler 
 
          11:30 am –11:50 am          Abstract 13-  KevincElias, Longitudinal serum miRNA 
expression   
                                                         for serial assessment of ovarian cancer risk 
                                                         to inform timing of risk-reducing salpingo-  
                                                         oophorectomy.  
                                                         Discussant: Rudger Klapdor 
 
          11:50 am –12:10 pm          Abstract 14- Giuseppe Vizzielli, Mesorectal-sparing vs 
total  
                                                         mesorectal excision in cytoreductive surgery for  
                                                         advanced ovarian cancer: a multicenter, long-term,  
                                                         propensity-score-matched study.  
                                                         Discussant: Dennis Chi 



  

 
 


