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- ! ) Worldways Strategy + Creative is proud to participate in the Standmg up & Standmg out

on March 8th. Today we speak with renowed
eco-designer Robin Wilson about how her childhood health issues have

| shaped the woman she is today.
ike |

Robin Wilson grew up in Austin, Texas. With the the

lush beauty of the trees, expansive lawns and floral

landscapes, she often refers to it as the “Allergy

Capital of the World”. Robin suffered from both

allergies and asthma, and her parents did all they

could to try to alleviate her suffering. Their first home

had tile floors instead of wall-to-wall carpet, the pet

was kept outside, and her diet was limited in search

processed items and focused on healthy whole foods. _ m
. | {f

Fast forward several years, and Robin lives every day
introducing beauty and wellness to others through her
firm . She serves as an
Robin's mother worked to ensure a

ambassador for the healthy environment for her

working to “to increase awareness of asthmatic child recent posts
indoor air quality issues that affect wellness in
residential and commercial spaces.” We caught up with Robin on the eve of the
launch of her hypoallergenic bedding line to discuss how those early challenges

served to help guide her in her life’s work.

Posted on March 8, 2012

AH: You are about to launch a line of
. What lead you to this evolution of your brand? Posted on March 8, 2012

RW: As a child, | remember Mom doing the weekly wash and always focusing on

bed linens, as she would say that ‘pollen from outside is gathered in your pillow”...

and she is right. People spend one-third of their lives sleeping and rarely think about

the toxins that they bring into their homes on their shoes, clothing and hair. Our Posted on February 29, 2012
product line is an option for those who want to be aware of making an impact on

their family’s health — with a simple solution of pillows, mattress pads, comforters
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and fiber beds. All at reasonable prices and woven to prevent penetration by tag cloud
allergens. The first product in the line is now available at Bed Bath and Beyond —
our

AH: Beyond your exposure to a healthy environment, how else did
your childhood contribute to your success today?

RW: | come from a family that believed in a strong work ethic. My mom’s family is
more entrepreneurial with real estate, businesses and farming/ranching. My dad’s
family were more working-class and worked with their hands. From both sides, |
have been able to have an appreciation for those who have different skills, yet a
focus on achievement of goals. Since | was a sickly child, a lot of adults were patient
with me and allowed me ask a lot of questions about what they did, why, and how.
And those bits of knowledge continue to resonate today when | am confronted with a
business problem.

AH: You spent some time as an executive recruiter and dabbled in
real estate - a bit of a change from what you are doing now. What
were some challenges in reinventing yourself?

RW: O magazine did a profile on me in 2007 which
chronicles my

Transitioning from a regular paycheck to an
entrepreneurial mindset means that you have to
understand cash flow, and you might make a lot of
money, but your liabilities affect your bottom line.
There have been many times when | paid everyone
else, and did not pay myself. It is a sacrifice you
must sometimes make when you chase your dream.

AH: What sort of advice could you have used as a young woman to
help you along your path?

| wish that someone had told me
to find a hobby | love and to get
good at it (like tennis, piano,
cooking) so that it would always
be an outlet during moments of
stress. As well, | wish that work-
life balance had been discussed
more, rather than an emphasis on
always working harder. There
were five years where | shut
down my personal life to work
100% — and while | am grateful
for the business progress, | wish
that | had found my husband
earlier...and he was in my social

circle, but | was too busy atthe  popin has learned to take time for stress-relieving hobbies
time. Thank goodness, he and |

connected just at the time my self-imposed work focus was transitioning.

Rather than find herself limited by health problems, Robin applied her experiences to
space design and product development. She was inspired by those who
demonstrated a strong work ethic but took the time to answer a young girl’'s
guestions. Robin herself is an inspiration, the second African-American woman to
launched a branded line of textile products to the mass market, and we appreciate
her taking the time to share her learnings with us.

To celebrate the launch of her bedding collection, Robin is giving
away several pieces as well as a virtual bedroom makeover over on

http://marketingsocialimpact.com/2012/03/interview-with-eco-designer-robin-wilson/[3/13/2012 1:10:24 PM]


http://marketingsocialimpact.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/rwh-avatar.png
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/robin-riding-1.png
http://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/product.asp?SKU=201418
http://www.oprah.com/money/Meet-Women-Who-Started-Over/5
http://www.oprah.com/money/Meet-Women-Who-Started-Over/5
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/behavior-change/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/behavior-change-efforts/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/causes/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/effective-partnerships/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/environmental-health/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/environmental-health/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/fair-trade/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/green-technology/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/health-related-mobile-applications/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/health-related-mobile-applications/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/healthy-behavior-change/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/healthy-behavior-change/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/innovation/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/international-womens-day/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/international-womens-day/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/linkedin/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/nonprofits/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/reduced-trash/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/reduced-trash/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/social-behavior-change-arrpoach/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/social-change/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/social-networking/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/svn/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/technology/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/women/

Interview with eco-designer Robin Wilson - Marketing Social Impact - Worldways Strategy + Creative - Marketing Social Impact — Worldways Strategy + Creative

Eacebook page. Twitter

Pinterest

Tags: allergy, asthma, eco-design, eco-friendly, international womens day, women

Previous Post Next Post

Leave a Reply

| EejDm6Yhm8pn |

Post@eriment

Worldways Home | Blog Archives | info@e-worldways.com

©2012 Worldways, Inc. All Rights Reserved. WDRI.DWAYS
Strategy + Creative

http://marketingsocialimpact.com/2012/03/interview-with-eco-designer-robin-wilson/[3/13/2012 1:10:24 PM]


http://marketingsocialimpact.com/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/blog
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/allergy/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/asthma/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/eco-design/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/eco-friendly/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/international-womens-day/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/tag/women/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/2012/02/shouldnt-we-all-be-wearing-fair-trade-organic-clothing/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/2012/02/shouldnt-we-all-be-wearing-fair-trade-organic-clothing/
http://marketingsocialimpact.com/2012/03/horses-changing-lives/
http://www.facebook.com/RobinWilsonHome/app_143103275748075
http://twitter.com/rwhome
http://pinterest.com/rwhome

	marketingsocialimpact.com
	Interview with eco-designer Robin Wilson - Marketing Social Impact - Worldways Strategy + Creative - Marketing Social Impact – Worldways Strategy + Creative


	VzaWduZXItcm9iaW4td2lsc29uLwA=: 
	form1: 
	s: 
	button1: 


	VzaWduZXItcm9iaW4td2lsc29uLwA=: 
	form3: 
	author: 
	email: 
	submit: 
	url: 
	input1: EejDm6Yhm8pn
	passthis: 
	comment: 




