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January 18, 2022 
 
 

dlanham@seatpleasantmd.gov 
 
 
 
Mrs. Dashuan N. Lanham 
Seat Pleasant City Clerk 
6301 Addison Road 
Seat Pleasant, MD 20743 
 
Re: Ethics Violation  
 
Dear Madam City Clerk,   
 
I am writing on behalf of DBlastMedia, our subscribers, and partners to lodge a formal complaint 
against Police Chief Devan A. Martin for violations of the City of Seat Pleasant Public Ethics 
Ordinance. We allege Chief Martin gave rise to circumstances suggesting that favoritism is a 
motivating force in the conduct of the City’s business, influenced the City to retain the business 
services of a specific person, and used the prestige of office to inappropriately benefit others.  
 
This complaint is based on multiple occurrences between August 2017 and August 2019. The 
first happened in August 2017, when Chief Martin engaged in contract negotiations for Kevin 
Durant Day security resources, with Guardian Security Services, LLC, a company owned by his 
friend and subordinate employee, Waine Harris. The negotiations were ultimately abandoned 
when the festivities were cancelled. On November 7, 2017, Chief Martin forwarded an email about 
home buying from his friend Terrell Bates to Economic Development Director Weyimi Ayu, along 
with the message, “Mr. Ayu, Mr. Bates is a former police officer for our city, who left to pursue 
other opportunities.  Any help you offer him would be appreciated greatly.” Bates had involuntarily 
resigned from his job just three days earlier.    
 
On December 11, 2017, Chief Martin influenced the decision to hire J Cheri Riley, whom he was 
closely acquainted with, as the Administrative Assistant for Economic Development. On May 22, 
2018, he forwarded another close female acquaintance’s (T.R.) resume to Director Sharron 
Lipford, along with the remark, “please find attached a resume for an highly recommended 
applicant for your open position.” 
 
On September 25, 2018, Chief Martin arranged for Terrell Bates to receive an equipment hauling 
contract with the City worth over $10,000. On December 17, 2018, Chief Martin forwarded the 
resume of his girlfriend’s friend (Y.M.) directly to Anthony Coleman, the Mayor’s Executive 
Assistant. On January 28, 2019, Chief Martin enlisted Guardian Security Services, LLC, to provide 
security services for the State of the City Address at Central High School. Waine Harris still 
worked for the City at the time. On March 8, 2019, Chief Martin leveraged his relationship with 
the Prince George’s County Police to seek favor for a close female acquaintance (V.A.) who had 
applied for a job with the county police.  
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Then, on May 22, 2019, he sent his friend’s resume (J.S.) to Human Resources Director Anthony 
Biddiex, and Executive Assistant Anthony Coleman, along with the message, “please see the 
attached for any open positions in the near future.” Finally, on August 12, 2019, Chief Martin 
forwarded yet another close female acquaintance’s (J.H.) resume to Executive Assistant Anthony 
Coleman. 
 
The accompanying documents and other information provided to DBlastMedia shows that Chief 
Martin has routinely abused his position to advance self-interest and those of his acquaintances 
and friends. It is our intention to have the situation investigated by the Ethics Commission and, if 
criminality is involved, the Maryland State Prosecutor. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Steve Thompson 
TEAM LEAD 

PARTNERS IN ADVOCACY 





RE:  - Resume

There are a lot of errors in the candidate’s resume. This reveals a lack of detail oriented skill. Also, I did not see 
any role that would speak to direct administraƟve skill.  Your feedback is welcomed.

From: Devan MarƟn <Devan.MarƟn@seatpleasantmd.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 12:11 PM
To: Anthony Coleman <Anthony.Coleman@seatpleasantmd.gov>
Subject: FW:  ­ Resume

See the aƩached. I will have one more for interviews for openings in the your office. 

Devan A. MarƟn
Chief of Police
City of Seat Pleasant, Maryland
"A SMART City of Excellence"

From: @gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 05, 2019 8:56 PM
To: Devan MarƟn <Devan.MarƟn@seatpleasantmd.gov>
Subject: ­ Resume

Devan-

This is one of my administrative resumes that I use for some administrative positions in education.  

Thank you in advance,

Anthony Coleman
Fri 8/16/2019 2:43 PM
Inbox

To:Devan Martin <Devan.Martin@seatpleasantmd.gov>; 







Fwd: 

See the attached  
 
Devan A. Martin 
Chief of Police 
City of Seat Pleasant, Maryland 
"A SMART City of Excellence" 
(O) 301-499-8700 
(C ) 240-713-4868 
[http://www.seatpleasantmd.gov<http://www.seatpleasantmd.gov/>]www.seatpleasantmd.gov
 

(Sent from my iPhone please excuse any typo's)
 
Begin forwarded me sage  
 

  @gmail com  
 December 17, 2018 at 9 34 14 AM EST 

 Devan Martin Devan Martin@seatpleasantmd gov  
 

 

Hello, 
 
I just wanted to touch bases to see if there were any updates  I hope I m not being overbearing  I know it s the holiday season
but I haven t heard anything from you since our last conver ation  Thanks in advance
 

 
301
 
On Tuesday, November 27, 2018,  @gmail.com> wrote: 

 
Hello,
 
I was wondering if you had an positions available in your office? 
 
-   
301   
On Wednesday, October 31, 2018, Devan Martin <Devan.Martin@seatpleasantmd.gov> wrote: 

Thanks when can you come for a interview? 
 
Devan A. Martin 
Chief of Police 
City of Seat Pleasant, Maryland 
"A SMART City of Excellence" 
(O) 301-499-8700 
(C ) 240-713-4868 
www.seatpleasantmd.gov
 

Devan Martin
Mon 12/17/2018 10:16 AM

To:Anthony Coleman <Anthony.Coleman@seatpleasantmd.gov>;



(Sent from my iPhone please excuse any typo's)
 
On Oct 31, 2018, at 5:14 PM, @gmail.com> wrote: 
 

Hi Devan,
 
I’m Bryanna’s friend . Unfortunately, I just saw her email regarding the position in the mayor’s office.
If the position in no longer available please keep me in mind for any other opportunity that may present
itself. I have attached my resume. Thanks in advance.
 
Sincerely,
 
-  
301  
 
 
 
 
 

ProfessionalResume Revised.docx>



2018  General Resume

Gree�ngs,
 
Please find a�ached a resume for an highly recommend applicant for your open posi�on.
 
Thanks & All the Best,
Devan A. Mar�n
Chief of Police
City of Seat Pleasant, Maryland
"A SMART City of Excellence"
 
  

Devan Martin
Tue 5/22/2018 5:18 PM

To:Sharron Lipford <Sharron.Lipford@seatpleasantmd.gov>;

 1 attachments (134 KB)

2018  General Resume.pdf;
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Security Officer Request

Good A�ernoon Mr  Harris,
 
The City is reques�ng (7) un armed security officers in uniform for the State of the City event today Monday, January 28,
2019. They would need to be on-site for briefing no later than 1700 hours. They will be released star�ng at 1900 hours.
 
Thank you!
 
Marcus A. Jones, #0124

Assistant to the Chief of Police
Office of the Chief, Devan A. Mar�n
Seat Pleasant Police Department
Support Services Bureau
6011 Addison Road
Seat Pleasant, Maryland 20743
E MJones@seatpleasantmd gov
Headquarters (301) 499-8700 | Office (240) 719-3035
Cell (240) 350 8877  |  Fax (301) 499 8702

 “A SmartCity of Excellence”
 

Marcus Jones
Mon 1/28/2019 1:46 PM

To:Waine Harris <Waine.Harris@seatpleasantmd.gov>;

Cc:Devan Martin <Devan.Martin@seatpleasantmd.gov>;

Importance: High













N.O.VATIVE HAULING: T00443696 

Status: 

ACTIVE 

Owner: 
INNOVATIVE HAULING, LLC 

STE 789 

745 FLEETST 

NATIONAL HARBOR MD 20745-7548 

Location: 
N.O.VATIVE HAULING 

STE 789 

745 FLEET STREET 

NATIONAL HARBOR MD 20745 

Expiration Date: 
03/29/2023 
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