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You are not living in a low-tax country. You are living in a high-FEE country that convinced you
the fees are not taxes.

THE QUESTION NOBODY IS ASKING

Americans are told constantly that they live in a low-tax nation — that the price of freedom is paying your own way,
making your own choices, and staying out of the "socialist" trap of high-tax countries like Norway.

So let us do what the political class never does: the actual math.

When you add up every dollar an American is legally or practically required to spend just to participate in modern
life — not luxuries, not choices, but mandatory costs — the picture changes completely.

NO NORWAY: WHAT YOU PAY — AND WHAT YOU GET

Tax Element ‘ Rate / Notes

Base income tax 22% (flat rate on general income)
Progressive bracket tax 1.7% up to 17.6% depending on earnings
National insurance contribution 7.6%

25% — healthcare and education EXEMPT from VAT

VAT (consumption tax) entirely

Real effective tax burden (middle income) approximately 30—35%

What That Buys You
° Healthcare: Free at point of use. Annual out-of-pocket costs capped at approximately $264 USD. Everything above
that threshold is free for the rest of the year. Hospitalization: FREE, always, for every citizen.
° Education: Free from age 6 through university — including for international students.

° Allemansratten (Right to Roam): Constitutional right to walk, camp, hike, and swim on ANY land including private
property. Every beach. Every coastline. No resort required.

. Social Infrastructure: Robust public pension, paid parental leave (~49 weeks), and a social safety net built on the
premise that collective welfare is not charity — it is infrastructure.

. Transportation: A car is OPTIONAL. Public transit is real, funded, and functional. Note: Norwegians who choose to
own a car pay high fuel taxes and vehicle levies — driving is a deliberate lifestyle choice, not a survival requirement.

us AMERICA: THE REAL MATH

The median American household earns approximately $83,700 per year (U.S. Census Bureau, 2024). The figures
below reflect a single-income household with family health coverage — the most common American financial

profile. Here is what that household is REQUIRED to pay — not optionally, not by choice, but by law or practical
necessity.



4 THE SINGLE-EARNER COMPARISON
A single Norwegian earner at middle income pays roughly 30—35% in total taxes and receives universal healthcare, free
university, and 49 weeks of paid parental leave. A single American earner at comparable income pays 41-43% in
combined taxes and mandatory private costs — and receives none of those guarantees. One earner in Norway costs less
and delivers more than two earners pooling resources in America. This is not a rounding error. It is the system working
exactly as designed.

Layer 1 — Government Taxes (The Part You Know About)

‘ Tax Type ‘ Annual Amount % of Income
Federal income tax (effective rate) ~$7,800 9.3% of income
FICA payroll tax (employee share, 7.65%) ~$6,400 7.65% of income
State income tax (national average) ~$3,000 3.6% of income
Property tax (average homeowner) ~$3,000 3.6% of income
Sales tax on purchases (average) ~$2,000 2.4% of income
Gas and excise taxes ~$600 0.7% of income

Government Tax Subtotal: ~$22,800 | ~27% of income

Layer 2 — The "Hidden Taxes" (Mandatory Private Costs)

These are not optional lifestyle choices. These are costs you MUST pay to legally drive, house yourself, and not die
from a medical bill.

‘ Cost Category ‘ Annual Amount % of Income
Health insurance premium — employer plan, employee ~$6,850 8.2% of income
share (family) ! e
Out-of-pocket healthcare costs (deductibles, copays, N o .
prescriptions) $1,400 1.7% of income
Mandatory auto insurance (national avg, Federal Reserve o o .

2025) $1,993 2.4% of income
Homeowners / renters insurance ~$1,951 2.3% of income

Private Mandate Subtotal: ~$12,200-$13,600 | ~14-16% of income

S NOTE ON MANDATORY AUTO INSURANCE

Unlike Norway, where robust public transit makes car ownership a genuine choice, most American households have no
viable alternative. Decades of deliberate infrastructure policy prioritized highway expansion over transit investment,
leaving the majority of American communities — suburban, rural, and exurban — with no functional public
transportation option. Car ownership, and therefore mandatory auto insurance, is not a lifestyle preference in America.
It is a structural requirement for employment, healthcare access, and basic commerce. The cost is real, mandatory, and
invisible in standard tax comparisons.




THE SIDE-BY-SIDE: TAX BURDEN BREAKDOWN

us USA (Government

Tax Category NO Norway Only) us USA (TRUE Total)
Income Tax (effective) ~22-34% ~9.3% federal Same
Social Security / FICA Included in above 7.65% employee share Same
State & Local Tax ~2% municipal ~3.6% Same
Property Tax Modest / municipal ~3.6% Same
VAT / Sales Tax 25% (healthcare EXEMPT) | ~2.4% Same
Health Insurance Premium FREE / $264 cap X NOT included ~8.2% (family)
Out-of-Pocket Medical FREE above cap X NOT included ~1.7%
> .
Mandatory Car Insurance thlonal e X NOT included ~2.4%
transit)
4 —
Home/Renters Insurance o . ne ¥ NOT included ~2.3%
enclosure risk

REAL TOTAL BURDEN ~35-38% ‘ ~27% (incomplete) ~41-43%

NORWAY: ~35—-38% REAL BURDEN | USA: ~41-43% REAL BURDEN

Norway costs you LESS when you count everything. And Norway gives you universal healthcare, free university,
every beach, every forest, and 49 weeks of paid parental leave in return.

WHAT YOUR MONEY ACTUALLY BUYS

This is the comparison that never appears in American political debate:

‘ What You Get ‘ NO Norway ‘ us USA
. X Premium + deductible + copay =
Universal Healthcare v] C d at ~$264/yr then FREE
apped at ~5264/yr then $8,000-$15,000/yr
University Education FREE for all citizens X $30,000-$100,000+ in student debt
Beach & Coastline Access Every beach, by constitutional law I::rkWaIk through a resort or pay to
Land Access / Right to Roam Camp anywhere, hike anywhere X Posted. Fenced. Trespassing laws
enforced

. . . . . X Mandatory in most of America —
Car Ownership Required? V] Optional — robust public transit

B i sl I by design, not default
Paid Parental Leave ~49 weeks guaranteed X ZERO federally mandated weeks
Retirement Security Robust public pension for all X Hope your 401k survives the

market crash

Road Quality Maintained, durable infrastructure X Potholes return within 2 years




‘ What You Get ‘ NO Norway ‘ us USA

Out-of-Pocket Medical Cap ~$264 USD annually x Unlimited L medical bankruptcy is
uniquely American
Mental Health Coverage Covered under national system p>r<ovGi(;):rd luck finding an in-network

WHY THIS WAS BUILT THIS WAY — ON PURPOSE

This is not an accident of history. The American system hides its true cost deliberately — spread across premiums,
deductibles, copays, mandatory insurance policies, tolls, registration fees, and penalties — so that no citizen ever
sees the real number in one place.

The result is a population that believes it pays low taxes while actually paying MORE than citizens of countries it
mocks as "socialist."

The fees are the taxes. The mandatory costs are the taxes. The system was designed so you would never add
them up.

You just did.
"You are not free because you pay less. You are managed because you never see the full
bill."
— The Watcher
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