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Resurrection 
 

When Christians talk about “the resurrection,” we’re referring to the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Indeed, from the earliest times Christians 
have affirmed “that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). The resurrection of Jesus, which we 
celebrate on Easter, is absolutely foundational to Christian faith. 
 
But resurrection isn’t relevant only to Jesus. From the earliest days of the 
church, Christians have affirmed the resurrection of all people. In the Apostles’ 
Creed, for example, we confess our belief in “the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.” The Nicene Creed teaches us to “look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” 
 
Though the doctrine of the resurrection is both ancient and essential, it’s often 
neither understood nor emphasized among Christians today. We tend to think 
more in terms of “going to Heaven when we die” than “being raised from the 
dead in the age to come.” I’m not denying that there is truth in saying we go to 
Heaven when we die, mind you. But if we want our faith to be fully biblical, we 
need to affirm and understand the doctrine of the resurrection of all people, 
not just Jesus. 
 
One of the places in Scripture that is the clearest about our resurrection is 1 
Corinthians 15. This chapter begins with a rock-solid affirmation of the 
resurrection of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:3-9). Paul refers to this as something 
“of first importance” (15:3). But then he goes on to explain the “resurrection 
of the dead,” meaning all dead people, not just Jesus (15:12). In this 
explanation Paul writes, “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a human 
being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for 
as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ” (15:20-21). Christ as the 
“first fruits” is the beginning of the resurrection of all who will be made alive in 
Christ. We are the rest of the harvest. 
 

  Continued on p. 2 
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The resurrection of Jesus supplies the foundation for Paul’s confidence that the gospel is true. The 
resurrection of all believers gives him hope for the future. It reassures him that, even though we are “clay 
jars,” we won’t be cast aside in God’s future. Rather, we will be raised. And when this happens, our clayness 
will be transformed: “When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on 
immortality, then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory’” (1 
Corinthians 15:54). Now, if this seems a bit hard to understand, don’t worry. You’re not alone. In fact, Paul 
refers to our resurrection as “a mystery” (1 Corinthians 15:51). We believe it as Christians even though we 
don’t fully understand it. 
 
We may wonder what difference it makes that we believe in our own future 
resurrection. I’d like to mention three implications of this belief. First, the 
resurrection reminds us that our bodies have value. They matter to God and 
should matter to us. We do not believe our bodies are mere vessels to be 
discarded when our souls go to be with God. Rather, our bodies will be 
raised and transformed. This truth suggests, among other things, that we 
ought to take good care of our bodies in this life. 
 
Second, the resurrection gives us hope when life is hard. If we believed that the pains of this life were all 
there is, it would be easy and understandable if we fell into deep despair. Now, it’s important to note that 
resurrection hope does not mean we ignore the suffering and injustice of this present age. We take seriously 
the brokenness of our world and long for the day when God will make all things new, including us. 
 
Third, this longing actually empowers us to live for God’s glory, purpose, and justice in this age. After a 
lengthy affirmation and explanation of the resurrection of the dead, Paul concludes 1 Corinthians 15 in this 
way: “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you 
know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (15:58). Our belief in the resurrection encourages us to join 
God in the work of the kingdom. It reassures us that, in the end, what we do for the Lord in this age matters. 
Because of the resurrection, our “labor is not in vain.” 
 
This means, my friend, that your labor is not in vain if you work for God’s purposes and glory. The work you 
do, whether at your office, your studio, your store, your warehouse, or your kitchen is not meaningless if it’s 
done for the Lord. Moreover, somehow, in the mystery of God’s providence, what you’re doing now will 
matter in God’s future. Of this you can have confidence because of the resurrection—the resurrection of 
Jesus and your own resurrection. 

The next Church Council Meeting will be 

Wednesday, March 18, 2024 at 7pm via Zoom. 

Upload team reports or documents to the Council 

Google Drive (March 2024 folder) and send them to 

Martha Garner via e-mail. You may also e-mail them 

to Linda Stamps at luthern.epiphany@gmail.com for 

her to upload.  
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March 2024 Worship Services 
 

Worship time is 9 am Sunday morning - all in-person worship services continue to be offered online via  
Facebook Live for those who are unable or unwilling to attend worship in person.   Holy Communion is 
offered at all in-person worship services unless otherwise indicated.   

All Sunday worship services are held in person and online at 9 am except for 
Sunday, March 10, which will be an afternoon service at 4pm at Collierville 

Presbyterian Church. 
 

March 3, 2024 Worship Service w/ Holy Communion - Third Sunday in Lent  
 

March 10, 2024 Worship Service w/ Holy Communion - Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 17, 2024 Worship Service w/ Holy Communion - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 24, 2024 Worship Service w/ Holy Communion - Palm Sunday  
 

March 31, 2024 Worship Service w/Holy Communion - Easter 
 

Instructions for watching via Facebook Live 

Coffee Hour and Fellowship immediately following worship  

March 3 & March 17 

https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran/videos
https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran/videos
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkTzZAlrhwit48wTYR92ramdMFYiiSBa/view


4 

 

Epiphany’s Core Values — Faithfulness, Inclusion, Love 
 

Our Guiding Principles 
We accept and appreciate your presence. 

We serve everyone. 
We grow personally through the word of God.  

We are God’s hands, feet, and voice to serve our community. 
We rejoice and share in the love of God. 

 

Our Purpose — to welcome all, sharing God’s promises and love through our actions.  

Epiphany Financial Update 

 

Kroger Community Rewards 
Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program.  

We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854. 

Donate 
As always, you may mail your check to Epiphany (see address below) 
or give via ACH bank draft (click here for  
instructions). 
 

We also accept tithes and offerings as well as payments to  
special funds (Property Fund, Food Pantry Fund, Hispanic Food Pantry 
- El Redentor) through PayPal. Please visit our website and click on the PayPal button at the top of the home 
page to donate. (You may have to refresh your website or delete cookies to use the button more than once.) 
You may also click on the PayPal logo above.   
 

You may also mail checks to: Epiphany Lutheran Church. P.O. Box 1805, Collierville, TN 38027 

In January, Tithing was 17% below budget. Meanwhile, Expenses were 12% under budget which to a large 
extent offset the Tithing shortfall.  

 Jan-24  2024 YTD 

 Actual Budget Net  Actual Budget Net 

Revenue $ 5,102  $ 6,175  -$ 1,073   $ 5,102  $ 6,175  -$ 1,073  

Expenses 
(incl. Loan) $ 6,992  $ 7,918  -$ 926   $ 6,992  $ 7,918  -$ 926  

Net -$ 1,890  -$ 1,743  -$ 147   -$ 1,890  -$ 1,743  -$ 147  

Saturday, March 16 

12pm 

at the church 

https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg6cWwSwFmh4HLw8UhHCx5Q
https://twitter.com/epiphanycville
https://www.linkedin.com/company/epiphany-lutheran-church-collierville?trk=top_nav_home
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
https://files.constantcontact.com/47a3a3ae001/b147fb0c-0213-45ce-862d-0d2d20a87092.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/47a3a3ae001/b147fb0c-0213-45ce-862d-0d2d20a87092.pdf
https://epiphanylu.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=UJPNGXK7QMW6N
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Click here to view this Lenten video series for 

individuals and congregations consists of six short 

videos that introduce people to the land, the 

theology of sumud and its significance through 

Scripture as the “way of Jesus.” Each video will be 

available in both English and Arabic. 

 

Through Sumud, the ELCA supports a viable, 

contiguous Palestinian state; a secure Israeli state at 

peace with its Arab neighbors; and a shared 

Jerusalem with equal access and rights for Jews, 

Muslims and Christians. To achieve this justice, we need your support! Join us in this call to walk alongside 

our sisters and brothers in the Holy Land by raising awareness and advocating in your hometown, 

congregation, school or synod. 

Register  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNDmVwhz-M36yL2radQv-Ol6p_b5ZnA-Y
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNDmVwhz-M36yL2radQv-Ol6p_b5ZnA-Y
https://se-reg.brtapp.com/GettingToKnowGodsChildrenPART2


Join Epiphany Lutheran Church on 

Saturday, March 16, 2024, for our 

Lenten study, using Borg & Crossan’s 

The Last Week: What the Gospels 

Really Teach about Jesus’s Final Days 

in Jerusalem.   

 

Who: All are welcome 

What: Faith study 

When: March 16, 2024, 10-11:45 am 

Where: Collierville Presbyterian Church,  

202 West Poplar Avenue, Collierville, TN 38017 

Cost: Free, coffee and donuts will be provided. 

Where can I find the book:  You can purchase the book 

online at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Books-A-Million. 

Registration & Questions: Email us at info@epiphanylu.org 

 

See you there! 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+last+week+by+borg+and+crossan&crid=2QCAK5SCX9A9G&sprefix=The+last+week%2Caps%2C151&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_13
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-last-week-marcus-j-borg/1100247435?ean=9780060872601
https://www.booksamillion.com/search?filter=&id=9073556657756&query=the+last+week+borg
mailto:info@epiphanylu.org
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We are collecting snack foods for Binghampton Christian Academy. They are 

running very short for their residential student and After School Tutoring Pro-

gram that totals 47 students. They are a 'peanut free' school. However, there 

are still a wide variety of snacks that can be individually wrapped or in the 

large family sizes (Costco or Sam’s Club). Things like Goldfish and fruit snacks 

for example. Small bottles of water are also welcomed (sometimes they for-

get their water bottles). 

There is a tub outside of the Pastor's office for you to drop off items. 

Thanks for your help! 

Twila & Linda 

We will continue collecting change on the first Sunday of every month in 2024 to 
benefit the Alpha Omega Veterans Association. Please help us support this 
worthy organization - our next collection is  
Sunday, March 3. Thanks for your support! 
 

Social Ministries/Outreach 

Please note that our next 

meeting has been changed 

from March 28th to March 

21st at 7:00 via Zoom. 

Social Ministries/Outreach is planning the 2024 
year. They'd like your ideas for the God's Work 
Our Hands project. If you have a suggestion, 
email Twila Hooverson.  

Mark your calendars for April 23, 2024 at 4pm. 
We will be serving dinner at Calvary Mission.  

https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/126?id=1185.302.1.1eec7646680ef1475894d62ccd4907eb
mailto:hooverson4@icloud.com
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Happiest of Birthdays and God's Blessings! 

Lori Goetz Mar 9 
Jill Bryson Mar 11 
Bill Sykes Mar 16 
 

 

Have we missed your birthday?  Please send the month/day to Linda Stamps
(lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com) so you can be included! 

Click here to find out what’s 

happening at your library! 

 

Click here to find out 

what’s happening in 

your town! 

Investing in Epiphany Lutheran Church 
 

If You Are Over 72 
As many of you know, if you have an IRA investment account and you are over 72 you are required to take a 
minimum distribution from that account each year. What you might not be aware of is that you can make 
contributions to any charitable organization from this distribution and those contributions are tax exempt. It 
is excellent way to make a contribution to Epiphany. You should check with your investment advisor and find 
out how you can take advantage of this 
benefit. 
At Any Age 
If you have an investment portfolio with significant gains, ask your financial advisor about setting up a  
charitable donor-advised fund. You can transfer stock, mutual funds, etc. directly to it without paying capital 
gains and that transfer counts as a charitable contribution for your itemized deductions. Many investment 
companies sponsor donor-advised charitable funds (e.g., Fidelity, Schwab, Vanguard); some banks (such as 
Bank of America) offer them as well. You can then manage this donor-advised fund to donate to charities 
(including Epiphany) whenever you want. 

Town of 
Collierville 
Tennessee 

mailto:lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com
mailto:lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com?subject=Birthday
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=2546c326c8&view=lg&permmsgid=msg-f:1764376171340670009
https://www.colliervilletn.gov/government/town-news
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March 2024 Calendar of Events 
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information) 

 Pastor LaVonne’s Office Hours Pastor LaVonne holds office hours on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays - please e-mail her to make an appointment.   

Sun 3/3 9 am - CPC and via Facebook Live  Third Sunday in Lent 
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion  
Coffee Hour & Fellowship 

Sun 3/10 4pm - CPC and via Facebook Live 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion  

Sun 3/17 9am - CPC and via Facebook Live Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion  
Coffee Hour & Fellowship 

Sat 3/16 10am - CPC Lent Study  

Sat 3/16 12pm - CPC Congregational Meeting 

Mon 3/18 7 pm - Via Zoom Church Council Meeting 
Join here:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85341174437  

Thurs 3/21 7 pm - Via Zoom Social Ministries/Outreach Meeting 

Sun 3/24 9am - CPC and via Facebook Live 
 

Palm Sunday 
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion  

Fri 3/29 3pm - CPC and via Facebook Live Good Friday 
Worship Service w/Holy Communion 

Sun 3/31 9 am - CPC and via Facebook Live  Easter 
Worship Service w/ Holy Communion 

March 2024 Prayers 
 

Every month, the ELCA provides its Prayer Ventures for 
member congregations.  The link to the monthly pray-
ers can always be found on our website on the Chris-
tian  
Education page, along with an ELCA Daily Bible Reading 
and Luther Seminary’s God Pause Daily Devotion.  Here 
is the link for this month’s prayers.   
 
You may also access our Epiphany Lutheran Church  
prayer list here.  If you would like to add someone to 
the prayer list, please email Linda Stamps.   

https://epiphanylu.org/calendar
mailto:lvmj00@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85341174437
https://epiphanylu.org/christian-education
https://epiphanylu.org/christian-education
https://epiphanylu.org/christian-education
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/PV_0324_letter.pdf?_ga=2.187615336.1300533074.1709318732-1248313107.1709318732
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/PV_0324_letter.pdf?_ga=2.187615336.1300533074.1709318732-1248313107.1709318732
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JUp5znpAzKqW6aa1N-XMjUNDOywg7hFfCM6Q5fI5RXA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com
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Tax Season Just Got Easier 

This Spring, volunteers from AARP will be at the Library to assist patrons 
with completing their taxes. Patrons will be helped on a first come, first 
served basis beginning at 10 a.m. There will be no appointments this year.  

How to Participate  

Please sign in with the AARP volunteer upon arrival. Sign in will close when 
capacity is reached. Please bring all important documentation with you to 
the Library. Visit their website for details. 

Tax aide will take place this year on Tuesdays, February 6 to April 9, 2024, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Halle Room. 

About Tax Aide 

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free filing program, and 
it’s aimed at taxpayers who are 50 or older. It’s available across the country 
and staffed by volunteers who are trained and certified by the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

https://www.colliervilletn.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fwww.aarp.org%2fmoney%2ftaxes%2finfo-01-2011%2fimportant-tax-documents.htm&____isexternal=true
https://www.colliervilletn.gov/?splash=https%3a%2f%2fwww.aarp.org%2fmoney%2ftaxes%2faarp_taxaide%2f&____isexternal=true
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Click here to learn more. 

https://www.colliervilletn.gov/Home/Components/News/News/2039/534?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Poetry Display Entry Form 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSem0RhhgAybQvj_bY3Yj7sHx3_-XVj9MK20-XhvoaFxKxyOvw/closedform
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Epiphany Lutheran Church Rev. LaVonne Johnson pastor@epiphanylu.org 
Worship Location Email info@epiphanylu.org 
Collierville Presbyterian Church (USA)  Website www.epiphanylu.org 
202 W. Poplar Avenue Facebook www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran 
Collierville, TN  38017 Twitter www.twitter.com/epiphanycville 
Mailing Address Instagram https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville 
P.O. Box 1805 YouTube 
Collierville, TN 38027   

March 2024 Worship Servants 

Worship Servant SignUp Genius 

2024 SignUp 
 

 
If you need assistance, email Linda Stamps - she will be happy to help you sign up if you have 
any issues!    

 
Worship servants still needed for Sundays - 
please consider volunteering!  
 
Want to know more about being a worship  
servant?  You can review the duties and  
guidelines here. 

View current prayers 
 

Please send your prayer requests to  

Linda Stamps. You may also  

submit a prayer request online here.  

Thank You! 

mailto:pastor@epiphanylu.org
mailto:info@epiphanylu.org
http://www.epiphanylu.org
http://www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
http://www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg6cWwSwFmh4HLw8UhHCx5Q
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E4AACAD2DABF49-worship6
mailto:lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TbFI1JbFuo0q1djmcfF-LHLHdLt_NovS
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TbFI1JbFuo0q1djmcfF-LHLHdLt_NovS
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JUp5znpAzKqW6aa1N-XMjUNDOywg7hFfCM6Q5fI5RXA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com
mailto:lutheran.epiphany@gmail.com
https://epiphanylu.org/contact-us

