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SUNDAY 8t March 2026

“Therefore ,since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which
we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”

RomansCh.5v1 &2

10.00 am Mrs. D. Harris
Readings:-

Exodus Ch. 17 v 1-7
Romans Ch. 5v 1-11
John Ch. 4 v 5-42

Prayer Diary:- Church Council Secretary, Church Council Treasurer, Church Council Reps
and Group .

SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY 15th March 2026
Mothering Sunday
10am — Mr. D. Elliott



Daily Prayer at 9:00am every day (except Sunday): This is now on Microsoft
Teams. Just download Teams and you can go straight on to it or use this link
https://teams.live.com/meet/9414857191536
EcoShop

The Eco Shop is open on Tuesdays from 10am to 1pm and we would love you to come along to
try us out. You will be able to buy 10 items for £4. Please bring your own bag if you can.

There are 2 bins in the café area for donations (nothing perishable please) to be sold in the shop.
We look forward to seeing you at the Eco Shop — please support us.

?
AN YOU HE

Due to the success of the Eco Shop and Cafe we desperately need more help. If you have
an hour or more to spare between 10 am and 1pm please contact either June Howard-
Norman or Linda Harkins.

HAVE YOU ANY OLD SPECTACLES YOU CAN’'T USE ANYMORE??

If so please bring them down to Church and put in the box which will be
provided and Andrew will take them to Specsavers in Middlesbrough to be
recycled.

SONGS OF PRAISE SERVICE
Ron and Dave have put together a Songs of Praise Service which will be held here
at Trinity on Sunday June 7th at 2.30pm.


https://teams.live.com/meet/9414857191536
https://teams.live.com/meet/9414857191536

The Spring Lecture 2026

Wesleyan Methodists on the Move

From Hull to Swan River Colony, Australia

Presented by

Dr. Christine Seal
At Great Lumley Methodist Church

Front Street, Great Lumley, DH3 4JB

Bus Service No.78 between Consett, Stanley and Sunderland via Chester-le Street.
Church Car Park at rear of church. Public Car Park opposite front of church.

Saturday 28th March 2026 at 2.30pm.

Light refreshments will be available £5. Please book and pay in advance to Tel.01434 608733
by 215, March 2026

All are welcome. Admission £2 for non-members

The North East Methodist History Society was formed over fifty years ago to provide a forum for those interested in
Methodist History in the North East. With 100 members, drawn mainly from the region, it holds two major regional
meetings each year and publishes a much-respected Bulletin to be found in local record offices and libraries. The
Society also has a substantial collection of historical books and pamphlets housed in the Lit and Phil Library in
Newcastle. A web site can be found at www.northeastmethodisthistory.weebly.com




Worship at Home for Sunday 8" March 2026 Jesus: Barrier Breaker by John Hinton

Welcome: Welcome to worship at home, we begin with a Prayer of Approach:

Unconfined God, we are thankful that you are for the whole of life and not just for the sacred hours, not just
for the sanctified spaces, not just for the right-thinkers and not just for the acceptable folk! Amen

Lord’s Prayer

StF 248: | heard the voice of Jesus say (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74kyfROS4q8&list=RD74kyfROS4q8&start_radio=1)

Message: Todays gospel reading tells the story of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at
the well - it is the only time in the gospel accounts that a whole chapter is devoted to Jesus’s encounter with
someone! But before we hear it, we need to remind ourselves of the context — Jesus, a Jewish Rabbi, enters
into a conversation with a Samaritan woman- Jews and Samaritans were at that time bitter enemies and the
conversation occurs at a sensitive location, a shrine on Mount Gerizim — that itself was the source of a dispute
between the Jews and the Samaritans that dated back 300 years! We religious folk know how to argue!

John 4: 5-42

There is so much we could explore in this story, but | would like us to think about two things. Firstly, how Jesus
used the opportunity of a very ordinary encounter - it started with him simply being thirsty & asking for a drink
- to share his kingdom message; and what that might mean for us. Secondly, how in this one encounter, Jesus
challenged so many taboos, broke so many barriers; and what that too might mean for us.

As Christians we know that we are challenged to evangelise, to share our faith and bring others to hear the
message of Jesus. We know that ... but we also know how hard it can be, how daunting it can appear. But it is
so often a case of grabbing an opportunity and seeing where it may lead. When Jesus asked for a drink of water
to satisfy his thirst did he know that he would end up staying for two days sharing his message with a whole
village? | suspect not, but when the conversation opened up then Jesus took the opportunity to move the
dialogue on from drinking water to living water. From quenching his thirst to feeding their souls. We too will
get opportunities to share our faith with others, often in the ordinariness of life, but will we take them?
Moving onto the second point. Jesus was given many titles by his followers either at the time or over the
decades following his life as the church began to evolve. Messiah, Advocate, Good Shepherd, High Priest,
Immanuel, Lamb of God, Light of the world ... and so on! | would humbly like to suggest another title, that of
Barrier-breaker. Like now, Jesus’s world was full of taboos, of divisions, of social, cultural and religious
segregation. Time and again we read how Jesus broke those barriers. He embraced the outcast & the leper, he
responded to the touch of the woman who was haemorrhaging even though in that state she was classed as
impure, he ate with those considered sinners, he forgave the lawbreakers, he spent time with tax collectors, he
cured people on the Sabbath and in this one encounter Jesus broke so many barriers: he spoke to a woman
who was alone, he asked to share a cup with a Samaritan, he continued in conversation when her somewhat
dubious history became clear and the conversation itself took place at a very controversial place for the Jews.
Jesus - barrier-breaker! If we seek to follow Jesus then surely, surely we too are called to be barrier breakers.
How sad then that the church, over the centuries up to and including the present day, has so often erected
barriers rather than break them down. Barriers based on wealth, on colour, on denomination, on sex, on sexual
orientation and gender identity. How wrong is it that the church so often lags behind society when it comes to
accepting and loving those who are different? The church should lead and society follow not the other way
around..... and if our churches so often fail we, as individual Christians, should lead the way!

StF 255: The kingdom of God (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqCOqgQhFyo&list=RDvqCOqgQhFyo&start_radio=1)
Prayer of Intercession: God of wisdom, we pray for those who thirst for knowledge. Bless researchers seeking
to find ways to eliminate disease in order to bring healing and hope to sufferers and their families. Guide and
inspire them in their quest. Quench their thirst with your living water. God of mercy, we pray for those who
thirst for justice. We hold before you those who work throughout the legal system May they be conscientious
in pursuing the truth Quench their thirst with your living water. God of compassion, we pray for those who
thirst for healing and restoration across our world and for all those who are suffering as a result of warfare.
Quench their thirst with your living water God of love, we pray for those who thirst for your presence and your
healing touch. Be near to those who are sick in hospitals and at home and to those who care for them. Quench
their thirst with your living water We pray in the name of Jesus who offers living water to all Amen

StF 706: Longing for light (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eeBHrn2Dt0&list=RD7eeBHrn2Dt0&start_radio=1
Blessing: May the peace of God enfold us, the love of God uphold us and the wisdom of God direct us. Amen



