
 

 

BUFFALO GAP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PROPOSED REGULAR MEETING AGENDA JANUARY 5, 2026 6:00 PM 

OLD BANK - BUFFALO GAP 
 

MR. RAY HUSSEY - TRUSTEE, MRS. CHRISTINE WELLS - PRESIDENT, MR. 
TRAVIS LASSETER - TRUSTEE, MR. MATTHREW TRAMP - FINANCE OFFICER 

 
1.  Call to Order 
2.  Roll Call and Determination of Quorum. 
3.  Pledge of Allegiance 
4.  Conflict-of-interest Declaration 
5.  Approval of January 5, 2026 Agenda 
6.  Approval of December 8, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
7.   Finance Officer. 
 a. Monthly Expenses & Financials 
  
8.  Water and Sanitation Department. 
 a. Update on Water System & Deficiencies 
 b. Report on Water Loss 
 c. Maintenance & Repair List 
 d. SCADA System Monitoring Device Installation/New Flow Meter 
  
9.  Road and Street/Grounds and Mowing. 
 a. Road Maintenance  
 b. Equipment Maintenance 
 
10.  Building Maintenance. 
 
11.  Animal Control 
 a. Animal Control Ordinance Committee Meeting January 17, 2026 , 2:00pm, Old 
Bank Bldg 
 
12. Community Center Committee. 
 a.  Upcoming Events 
 
13.  Park Committee 
 a.  Update on 2026 Projects 
 
14.  Board of Trustees.  
 a. Mail Call/Complaints/Issues to Address 
 b. Notice of Meeting Events 
 c. Nomination Packets for Board of Trustee Position due March 24, 2026 5:00pm 
 



 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
15.  Proposal to Open 1st, Cedar, and Popular Streets 
 a. Special Meeting to be held in March 2026 
 
16.  Windcross Conservancy Lease 
 
17.  Water Construction Phase 2 
 
18.  Water Outage Communications Plan 
 
19.  ORDINANCE 2025-04 – Utility Ordinance – Second Reading 
 
20.  ORDINANCE 2025-05 – AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENTALLY 
APPROPRIATE FUNDS – Second Reading 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
21.  Citizen request to vacate alley bordering Lots 27 & 28, Block 10 and Lots 29 & 30, 
Block 10. 
 
22.  USDA Loan for Well #2 – Pay off $13,790.01 or establish compliance IAW the loan 
agreement. 
 
23.  Resolution 2026-01 Publication of Payroll Information 
 
24.  Bank Designation – First Interstate Bank 
 
25.  Newspaper Designation – Custer County Chronicle 
 
PUBLIC TIME 
This is time for citizens to discuss issues or concerns for the town of Buffalo Gap 
directly to the Board of Trustees. The amount of time for discussion or presentations 
can be limited by the President of the Board. Individuals shall refrain from discussing 
personalities. No action will be taken by the Board of Trustees without first being placed 
on a future agenda. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Executive Session per SDCL 1-25-2 if needed. Motion to move into Executive Session 
pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) if required. 
 
ADJOURN MEETING - Next Monthly Meeting is February 2, 2026 at Old Bank. 



 

 

TOWN OF BUFFALO GAP MEETING.   
MONDAY DECEMBER 8, 2025. Meeting called to order on December 8, 2025, 2025 

6:00pm.   
Roll Call – Ray Hussey-Present; Travis Lasseter-Present; Christine Wells-Present; 

Matthew Tramp-Present.   
Pledge of Allegiance.   
No conflicts of interest declared.  
All motions are considered unanimous unless noted.   
Approval of December 8, 2025 Agenda, Motion by Lasseter to change the order 
of agenda items 8 & 12 Hussey moved 
Approval of November 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes Hussey moved; Lasseter motion 
Approval of November 19, 2025 Special Meeting Minutes Lasseter moved; 

Hussey motion 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Animal Control.  Establish a committee to review and update Ordinance 2013-
002 Town of Buffalo Gap Dog Ordinance.  The committee will consist of members from 
the Buffalo Gap community and Custer Country.  Contract Travis Lasseter or Margaret 
Lamont if you are interested in serving on the committee.  

Water and Sanitation Department. Update on Water System & Deficiencies – 
Todd Heck attended Water Distribution training and is pending the results of the 
certification exam.  The water operator will continue to work through the remaining 
deficiencies identified in the inspection report.  Water Loss was approx. 10% for 
November.  Flow meter installation is pending an install date. Water department will 
manage trashcans, if someone in the community needs a replacement trashcan contact 
Todd Heck or Christine Wells.   

Road & Streets – repairs needed to the dump truck and fuel needed for the 
heavy equipment.  The road & streets department will update the snow plow route to 
include 2nd street to Popular.   

Building Maintenance – Community Center Committee presented a quote from 
Fire & Ice Mechanical for a new heating unit, approx. cost $6,000.  The town will look at 
the 2026 budget to see if this will be feasible.  

Finance Officer. Matthew Tramp is the new finance officer, office hours will be 
Wednesdays 8am-12pm.  The following expenses were presented for approval. 10715 
DANR - Operator Certification  $60, 10716 Spirit Canyon Concrete  $3800, 10717 ACE 
Hardware  $235.14, 10718 American Legal Publishing  $340, 10719 Helms & 
Associates  $51000, 10720 SD 811  $8.40, 10721 Christine Wells  $61.50,10722 
Cheyenne Sanitation  $2571.08, 10723 Fall River Water Users Distr  $253.50, 10724 
SDML  $516,10725 Department of Revenue - IRS $1037.73,10726 Department of 
Revenue - IRS  $1294.76,10727 Fire & Ice Mechanical  $260.92,10728 SHP Holdings  
$46.24, 10729 Todd Heck  $927.19, 10730 Steve White  $188.86, 10731 Nikki Guerrieri  
$549.48, 10732 Matthew Tramp  $549.48, 10733 Ray Hussey  $101.58, 10734 Travis 
Lasseter  101.58, 10735 Christine Wells  $193.93, 10736 Department of Labor  $25, 
10737 USPS  $234, ACH US Bank  $2387.13, ACH US Bank  $2387.13, ACH 
Department of Revenue  $3.61, ACH Department of Revenue  $85.93, ACH BH Energy  
$1016.37, ACH Golden West  $104.15, ACH Verizon  $117.03, ACH USDA  $483 
The town’s liability insurance needs to reviewed and updated NLT Feb 2026.   



 

 

Community Center will begin freewill breakfast in January 2026. All donations will 
continue to go toward the upgrades to the community center.  Buffalo Gap Rodeo Club 
will host a fundraiser on Dec 13, 2025.   

Park Committee.  Concrete pads have been installed under the picnic tables and 
for the basketball court. Thank you to everyone who donated to the Park Committee – 
Your dedication to the town of Buffalo Gap is greatly appreciated.  Board of Trustees – 
inquiry from Hussey on who is responsible for clearing snow around the mail boxes 
located at the town hall.   
OLD BUSINESS:  

Proposal to Open 1st, Cedar, and Popular Streets. The town received a quote for 
$45,000 to completed a road feasibility study and then learned that in 1927 60 feet of 
the road was vacated to land owners on both sides (30 feet per landowner) leaving first 
street with a width of 20 feet.  Special Meeting will be held March or April timeframe to 
address the public’s written request to open 1st, Cedar & Popular Streets.   
 Windcross Conservancy Lease Public Hearing.  Public Hearing was held to allow 
the public to comment on the tentative lease agreement between Buffalo Gap and 
Windcross Conservancy. The public presented their concerns over the prairie dog town 
located to the south of the leased property and requested the Board of Trustees to 
reconsider until the property owner addressed the prairie dog town.  Also, a request 
from several members of the public to offer the land for public lease and provide an 
opportunity for other interested parties to lease the town property.  Windcross 
Conservancy did not have a representative at the public hearing.  The board members 
will address the future of lease at the January regular meeting. 

Water Outage Communications Plan – January 
Water Construction Phase 2 – Opening Bids were Dec 8, 25, 2pm, 10 bids were 

received.  Tentative award for the Buffalo Gap Phase II Watermain System Improvements 
Project, Base Bid, is made to Black River, Inc., Summerset, SD in the amount of $437,803.50 
pending funding agency approval. 

ORDINANCE 2025-04 - ADMINISTER WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES – 
First Reading. Discussion on contractors and railroad obtaining water from fire hydrants 
– Water Dept will get a quote for a meter to be installed and identify where 
contractors/railroad can access water.  

Liquor License for Buffalo Gap Rodeo Club.  Event liquor license was issued to 
Buffalo Gap Rodeo Club Hussey moved, Lasseter second. 

SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS ORDINANCE 2025-05 – First 
Reading 

Pubic Time – concerns over the grading/plowing of the detour due to the bridge 
construction east of town.  

Executive Session – none 
Adjourn Meeting – 7:05pm, Lasseter moved, Hussey motion. Next meeting 

January 5, 2025 6pm Old Bank Building. 
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ORDINANCE 2025-04 
 

AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED, UTILITY SERVICES IN THE TOWN OF BUFFALO GAP. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the Town of Buffalo Gap, County of 
Custer, State of South Dakota: 
 

CHAPTER 1. UTILITY SERVICES. 
 
1.1. DEFINITIONS. 
 
 Board: The term Board means the Board of Trustees of the Town of Buffalo Gap. 
 
 Town: The term Town means the Town of Buffalo Gap, a South Dakota 
 municipality. 
 
 Premises: Distinct and definite locality or building or part of building used by a 
 distinct entity or individual that either owns, leases, or controls the location. 
 
 Premises Owner: The term Premises Owner means any owner, occupant, or 
 agent, whether the property owner or a lessee, of a Premises. 
 

Utility Services: The term Utility Services means, collectively, the water services 
and sanitation services of the Town of Buffalo Gap. 

 
1.2. WATER SYSTEM, GENERALLY. 
 
The water system of the Town of Buffalo Gap shall be operated as a public utility of the 
Town, and the rates, charges, rentals, regulations, and all provisions of this Ordinance 
and related Resolutions, both as may be amended from time to time, shall be applicable 
thereto. 
 
1.3. SANITATION SERVICES, GENERALLY. 
 
Sanitation services in the Town of Buffalo Gap shall be operated as a public utility of the 
Town, and the rates, charges, rentals, regulations, and all provisions of this Ordinance 
and related Resolutions, both as may be amended from time to time, shall be applicable 
thereto. 
 
1.4. WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES FURNISHED SUBJECT TO PROVISIONS. 
 
Any person or entity applying for and/or receiving water and from the water system 
belonging to the Town and sanitation services receives such water and sanitation 
services on the express condition that the water and sanitation services are taken 
subject to all rules and regulations prescribed by this Ordinance and other Town 
Ordinances and Resolutions, and to all new, revisions, additions, or amendments 
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thereto, and penalties provided for any violation of such rules and regulations of the 
Town. This Ordinance shall supersede all other utility ordinances. 
 
1.5. ORDINANCE MODIFICATION. 
 
The rules and regulations prescribed by this Ordinance shall not be considered as a 
contract between the Town and any parties affected thereby in a manner as to prohibit 
the Town from altering or amending the same, or from establishing such additional and 
reasonable regulations as may from time to time appear to be necessary. 
 
1.6. FEES AND COSTS, GENERALLY. 
 
The Town, through resolution made and passed by the Board in accordance with state 
law, may set by Resolution any fee, cost, penalty, rate, or other expense mentioned but 
not specifically set in the Town code and may, by resolution passed by the Board in 
accordance with state law, notice, change, modify, increase, or adjust in any way, the 
Town’s utility services’ fees, costs, penalties, expenses, or rates established in the 
Town Ordinance or code. 
 

CHAPTER 2. WATER SERVICE CONNECTION PROCEDURE. 
 
2.1. APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICE CONNECTION. 
 
 2.1.1. New Water Service Connections. 
 
 a) For Premises where water service connection does not exist, a written 
application for a new water service connection shall be made to the Finance Officer by 
the applicant or owner of the property along with a meter pit connection fee and security 
deposit as established by resolution. The fee and deposit shall be paid by check or 
money order. The security deposit must be paid in full to the Finance Officer prior to any 
water service connection being established or turned on. The security deposit shall be 
recorded by the Finance Officer and a receipt issued to the applicant. The new service 
connection fee can be paid in full at the time of the deposit or billed with the first water 
bill. 
 
 b) The application shall provide the legal description of the property and the 
nature of the water use, whether such is commercial or residential. 
 
 c) The application will be reviewed and decision made by the Board of Trustees 
at the next available regular or special meeting following the application. 
 
 d) No water service connection may connect to more than one residential or 
commercial dwelling, except as provided in this Ordinance. 
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e) Upon approval, one meter will be provided per residence or commercial 
property to include one meter for each apartment unit in a multifamily dwelling, each 
mobile home in a mobile home park facility, and each hotel or motel facility. 
 
 f) No application for a water service connection will be approved until any existing 
water accounts of the applicant are paid in full. 
 
 g) After twelve (12) consecutive monthly payments without a late fee, the deposit 
may be refunded. To be eligible for the refund, the applicant must request the refund of 
the water deposit in writing to the Finance Officer for approval by the Board of Trustees. 
 
 h) The procedures in this section apply to applications for an additional meter pit. 
 

2.1.2. Existing Water Service Connections. 
 
a) For Premises where there is an existing water service connection, a written 

application for water service connection shall be made to the Finance Officer by the new 
applicant or owner of the property along with a meter pit connection fee and security 
deposit as established by resolution. The fee and deposit shall to be paid by check or 
money order. The security deposit must be paid in full to the Finance Officer prior to any 
water service connection being established or turned on. The security deposit shall be 
recorded by the Finance Officer and a receipt issued to the applicant. The new service 
connection fee can be paid in full at the time of the deposit or billed with the first water 
bill. 
 
 b) After twelve (12) consecutive monthly payments without a late fee, the deposit 
may be refunded. To be eligible for the refund, the applicant must request the refund of 
the water deposit in writing to the Finance Officer for approval by the Board of Trustees. 
 
 2.1.3. The Town may deny an application for a water service connection to any 
applicant if: 
 
 a) The applicant fails to provide a completed water application; 
 
 b) The applicant fails to pay the required deposit and connection fee; 
 
 c) The applicant is indebted to the Town for any reason; 
 
 d) The water service connection to the Premises does not fully meet Town 
Ordinances or any other lawful standards. 
 
2.2. TAPS AND WATER METERS. 
 

2.2.1. For any Premises Owners whose application for a new water service 
connection has been approved by the Board, a tap into the water main and a water 
meter and water meter pit with associated equipment including a curb stop/valve are 



4 
 

required. The tap may only be installed by the Town or its agents at the Premises 
Owner’s expense, with such cost being determined by the Board by Resolution. The 
water meter and water meter pit and associated equipment will be provided by the Town 
and may only be installed by the Town or its agents. Such installation will be at the 
expense of the Premises Owner but will remain the property of the Town. 

 
2.2.2. No person shall be permitted to tap or make connections, either directly or 

indirectly, with any of the distribution systems of the Town water services, whether a 
main or service line or otherwise, except through the Town. 
 

2.2.3. The location for the water meter pit will be chosen by the Town. Any costs 
associated with the location or installation of the water meter pit and associated 
equipment shall be the responsibility of the Premises Owner. 
 

2.2.4. No person may use water from the Town water system if the water is not 
drawn through a water meter provided by the Town. 

 
2.2.5. No person or contractor shall make any cross-connection to the Town 

water system with any other water system, whether supplied from a well, cistern, or any 
other source, either manmade or natural. Nor shall any person or contractor make any 
cross-connection to the Town water system with any drain pipe, sewer pipe, septic 
system, or other line, pipe, or system. 

 
2.2.6. No person shall tamper with water meters or water meter pits or otherwise 

alter or remove water service equipment. Any person who damages water service 
equipment will be responsible for the cost of repairs and replacement of such damaged 
equipment as well as the cost for damages to any other property caused by such 
tampering, alteration, removal, or other damage. 

 
2.2.7. No person other than a duly authorized agent of the Town shall turn on or 

off or in any manner interfere with a water system connection. 
 
2.2.8. No residential or commercial property shall share water meter pits. One 

water meter pit per residential or commercial dwelling to include but not limited to each 
apartment in a multifamily dwelling, each mobile home in a mobile home facility and 
each hotel or motel facility. 
 
 a) Where more than one Premises share one water meter pit, the Premises 
Owners so sharing shall each be required to pay the monthly minimum water rate in 
addition to the usage rate fee. 
 

b) Upon the sale or transfer of the Premises that has a shared water meter pit 
with other Premises, water services will be disconnected and not reconnected until all 
Premises so sharing such water meter pit establish and have installed individual water 
service connections including water meter pits in compliance with this Ordinance. 
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c) Upon request by Premises Owners, the Board may authorize, in its sole 
discretion, a shared water meter pit. Such authorization will be on the terms and 
conditions as set by the Board. 
 

2.2.9. Water meters will be read on the last day of each month except for 
weekends and holidays.  The meters will be read the first business day following a 
weekend or holiday.  

 
2.2.10. No person shall remove a water meter without prior approval from the 

Town. No person shall break, deface, or damage any water meter, water meter pit, or 
associated equipment including the seal thereon. 
 
2.3. SERVICE LINES; INSTALLATION AND REPAIR. 
 
 2.3.1. Service lines are that portion of water line that leads from the Town’s water 
main to the Premises. All service lines must be laid and constructed in accordance with 
all applicable regulations and at the expense of the Premises Owner. 
 
 2.3.2. Each Premises shall have its own service line connected with the Town 
water system in accordance with this Ordinance. No service line may be extended from 
one Premises to other Premises. 
 

2.3.3. The cost of installation of all water service lines shall be the responsibility 
of the Premises Owner. 
 
 2.3.4. The cost of any repairs or maintenance to any water service line or for 
damages caused by a water service line shall be the responsibility of the Premises 
Owner. 
 
 2.3.5. If a Premises Owner fails to properly and promptly repair a defective 
service line, the Town is authorized to immediately shut off the water service to the 
Premises. The water service will not be reestablished until the necessary repairs have 
been made to the satisfaction of the Town and the Premises Owner has paid all 
applicable fees for water usage, disconnection, and connection. 
 
 2.3.6. The Town is not responsible for any damage resulting from a damaged or 
broken service line, or any other damage that may result from shutting off or turning on 
water for any purpose or for any variation in pressure. No Premises Owner is entitled to 
a reduction in usage fees or other fees because of a leaking or broken service line or 
other water service fixture or equipment. Water damage that has occurred is the 
responsibility of the Premises Owner. 
 
 2.3.7. No person may use Town water service water from any Premises without 
the consent of the Premises Owner from whose water service connection the water is 
drawn. 
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2.4. HYDRANTS. 
 
 2.4.1. No person other than a duly authorized representative of the Town or a fire 
department shall open, close, or operate any hydrant that is part of or connected to the 
Town water system. 
 
 2.4.2. No person other than a duly authorized representative of the Town or a fire 
department shall attach, remove, or replace any hose, meter, backflow prevention 
device, or other apparatus to or from any hydrant which is part of or connected to the 
Town water system. 
 

2.4.3. Nothing in this section shall prohibited duly authorized contractor of the 
Town for a Town project who is engaged in the work of constructing additions, repairs, 
improvements, or maintenance to the Town water system from making connections to 
hydrants in accordance with the approved plans of the Town project that were prepared 
by a licensed professional engineer. 

 
2.5. EMERGENCY WATER LIMITATIONS; DISCONNECTION; LIABILITY. 
 

2.5.1. The use of Town water for street, lawn, or garden sprinkling is subordinate 
to domestic use or fire protection and may be restricted by the Town at any time by 
resolution of the Board. No street, lawn, or garden sprinkling shall be done during a fire. 
The Board may limit or prohibit temporarily the use of Town water for any purpose, 
except domestic purposes within a Premises dwelling, during an emergency. 

 
2.5.2. The Town reserves the right at any time to disconnect service from any 

main to any and all Premises in the event of a water main break or for the purpose of 
repairing, connecting, extending, or cleaning the infrastructure. To the extent 
practicable, the Town will give notice to the water users affected. In case of emergency, 
as determined in the Town’s sole discretion, water service to any and all Premises may 
be disconnected without notice. 

 
2.5.3. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to relieve from or lessen the 

responsibility or liability of any person owning, operating, controlling, or installing any 
water service equipment or water service line for damages to persons or property 
caused by any defect therein or negligence in the handling thereof, nor shall the Town 
be held as assuming any such liability by reason of the approval or disapproval by the 
Town of any equipment or installations as authorized herein. 
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2.5.4. The Town will not be responsible for any damages to persons or property 
caused by the breaking of water meters, water meter pits, or associated equipment or 
service lines or other water service fixtures, including those damages resulting from 
variation in water pressure. 
 
2.6. WATER SERVICE CONNECTION FEES; BILLING GENERALLY. 
 

2.6.1. All Premises Owners who have a water service connection to the Town 
water service system are responsible for payment of all water bills incurred on the 
Premises including all applicable fees, surcharges, and late fees, in addition to fees 
related to the amount of water usage whether incurred by the Premises Owner or other 
person with or without the permission of the Premises Owner or as the result of a 
damaged or broken line, equipment, or fixture. 
 
 2.6.2. All Premises Owners, whether residential or commercial, are responsible 
for payment for all water from the Town water system used on the Premises, to include 
sanitation fees and surcharges as provided in this Ordinance and applicable 
Resolutions. 
 
 2.6.3.  Billing for water service will be made on a monthly basis. The bill for water 
services will be based on the monthly reading of water usage and any applicable fees or 
surcharges and such bills shall be made payable to the Town. Monthly bills are due and 
payable by the first day of each month. Any bill that remains unpaid on the 10th day of 
the month will be considered delinquent. A late fee in an amount determined by a 
Resolution of the Board will be applied to each delinquent bill. 
  
 2.6.4. A fee in an amount established in a resolution adopted by the Board will be 
charged for any returned checks. 
 

2.6.5. Any Premises Owner who receives water services who is unable to fully 
pay the water bill may make a timely written request to the Finance Officer to have any 
bill set up on a payment plan of a specified amount per week or month. The payment 
plan shall be in writing and establish a specified amount to be paid on a weekly or 
monthly basis. As long as the applicant abides by the written payment plan, the Town 
will not disconnect services and late fees will not accrue. Any violation of the written 
payment plan shall subject the Premises Owner to immediate termination of the water 
service connection and a continuation of the application of late fees each month the 
outstanding bill and any subsequently accrued bills are not paid in full. 
 

a) The Finance Officer may deny a request for a payment plan for any reason. In 
the event of a denial, the Premises Owner may appeal the denial in writing to the Board. 
The appeal shall be heard at the next available regular meeting or special meeting of 
the Board . 
 
 2.6.6. Disconnection for non-payment. 
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 a) If the bill for water services is not paid within 45 days from the due date and 
the delinquent bill is not part of an approved written payment plan, the water services 
may be disconnected in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
 b) Ten days prior to disconnecting the water service, a notice of intent to 
terminate the service will be mailed by first class mail to the Premises Owner or the 
person or entity who has the water services account with the Town. The notice will 
include the procedure for the Premises Owner or the person or entity who has the water 
services account with the Town to contest the intended disconnection. 
 
 c) Water service that has been disconnected due to nonpayment will not be 
restored until the account and any applicable fees are paid in full. 
 

d) In cases where meters fail to register the amount of water used, charges shall 
be based upon the average used during two or more preceding periods of similar length 
and during a similar time of year. 
 

2.6.7. Standby Water Service Connection Procedure. A Premises Owner can 
make a written request to the Finance Officer for the water service connection to the 
Premises to be temporarily disconnected for standby purposes. The following criteria 
must be met in order to temporarily disconnect the water service connection. 
 
 a)  The Premises structure must be vacant for more than 30 days. 
 
 b)  The Premises Owner must pay the disconnection fee as established in the 
water rates resolution. 
  
 c)  The Premises Owner must pay a monthly fee at the standby rate, including 
sanitation fees and surcharges as established by resolution. 
  
 d) The Town will continue to read the meter monthly and any water usage will be 
charged and shall be paid by the Premises Owner. 
 

e) If a water meter reading shows water has been used during the standby 
period, the Premises will be removed from standby status and all regular water service 
fees, including a water connection fee, will be resume and be charged to the Premises 
Owner. 
  
 f) The Town shall not be liable for any frozen water lines or water line or fixture 
breaks and any resulting damage that occurs as the result of the Premises being or 
having been in standby status. 
  
 g) The Premises Owner must notify the Finance Officer of their return in order to 
have the water service connection resumed. 
 
2.7 CUSTOMER RELOCATION. 



9 
 

 
A Premises Owner is required to notify the Finance Officer of an occupancy change, 
relocation, and/or discontinuation in water service. Written notice must be given to the 
Finance Officer a minimum of three (3) business days before such occupancy change, 
relocation, and/or discontinuation of water service in order for the change to take effect. 
Failure to give such notice shall cause the Premises Owner to be responsible for all 
charges that accrue until such notice is given. 
 
 a) Owners of rental properties must ensure notice of change of tenants is given 
in accordance with this Ordinance where the utilities are being billed to the tenant. 
 
 b) Upon the notification of a change of occupancy, the Premises Owner may 
receive a refund of the security deposit if no late fees have been charged during the 
time of service and the water bill is paid in full. 
 

c) Owners of rental properties are responsible to ensure all fees and surcharges 
are paid in full before a new tenant can request a water service connection. 
 
 d) A new service connection and disconnect fee shall be charged each time the 
Town is required to turn off or on utility services, including transfer of service. 
 

CHAPTER 3. SANITATION SERVICES 
 
3.1. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
 

3.1.1. All Premises Owners with a water service connection will be given a 
container for trash. Additional trash containers may be available, depending on supply, 
for an additional monthly fee that shall be set by resolution of the Board. 

 
3.1.2. All Premises Owners with a water service connection shall be charged for 

sanitation services regardless of use of sanitation services, unless the Premises do not 
have a structure. The fees charged for sanitation services will be set by resolution of the 
Board. 
 

3.1.3. Fees for sanitation services will be billed with monthly water bills. The 
same terms of payment and penalties for non-payment for monthly water bills as 
provided in this Ordinance apply to the payment of fees for sanitation services. 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any 
provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this 
Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. 
 
This Ordinance will become effective 20 days following publication, which will occur 
after the Ordinance receives a second and final reading by the Board of Trustees and is 
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duly approved.  ATTEST:  Christine Wells, Board President, Matthew Tramp, Finance 
Officer First Reading Date: December 8, 2025 
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ORDINANCE 2025-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENTALLY  APPROPRIATE FUNDS 
 
Be it ordained by the Board of Trustees for the Town of Buffalo Gap, County of Custer, 
South Dakota that the following sum is supplementally appropriated to meet the 
obligations of the municipality and comply with SDCL 9-21-7. 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Buffalo Gap has received additional funds in the General Fund 
from contributions and donations that were not anticipated in the annual budget. 
 
Source of Funding: 
------------------ 
367 Contributions and Donations  
 from Private Sources     $  3,150 
------------------ 
Total Appropriations:      $  3,150 
 
General Fund 
========== 
452 Park       
 422 Services and Fees    $ 3,150 
========== 
 
Total Appropriations    $ 3,150 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the following supplemental appropriations 
be made to the General and Water Fund for fiscal year 2025 and that the movement of 
funds are hereby approved this 8th day of December 2025. 
 
        
 
______________________________________ 
Buffalo Gap Town Board President 
 
 
Vote:      
 
Trustee Ray Hussey - aye/nay          
 
Trustee Christine Wells   - aye/nay 
 
Trustee Travis Lasseter - aye/nay 
 
First Reading: December 8, 2025 
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Second Reading: _____________ 
 
Published: ______________ 
 
Posted: ______________ 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________________ 
Matthew Tramp, Finance Officer, Town of Buffalo Gap 
 
(SEAL)  
 



RESOLUTION 2026-01 

PUBLICATION OF PAYROLL INFORMATION 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees for the Town of Buffalo Gap, County of Custer, South 
Dakota resolves to provide a listing of the classification and salaries of Municipal 
officers and employees for the Town of Buffalo Gap in accordance with SDCL 6-1-10 
and SDCL 9-14-28, for the period commencing January 5, 2026;  

AND WHERAS, all employees shall be paid not later than 5 business days after 
approval from the Board of Trustees;  

AND WHEREAS, all salaries and compensation of the Town of Buffalo Gap board of 
trustees’ and employees’ names herein shall be as follows;  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES         $60.00 per regular; $50 per special meeting 
Ray Hussey, Christine Wells, and Travis Lasseter 
  
FINANCE OFFICER     $1,190.00 
Matthew Tramp 
 
DATA ENTRY     $100.00  
Christine Wells  
 
ROAD MAINTENANCE           $15.00 per hour, $22.50 per OT hour  
Steve White  
 
WATER MAINTENANCE            $16.50 per hour, $24.75 per OT hour  
Todd Heck  
 
WATER OPERATOR (CERT)    $18.50 per hour, $27.75 per OT hour 
Todd Heck (Distribution Certificate)    
  
GROUNDS/MOWING MAINTENANCE  $16.00 per hour, $24.00 per OT hour 
Steve White, Tammy White 
 
ANIMAL CONTROL     $16.00 per hour, $24.00 per OT hour 
Margaret Lamont  
 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT RATE   $21.00 per hour 
 
DUMP TRUCK OR CDL RATE   $19.00 per hour 
 
EQUIPMENT RENTAL RATES:   Board approval required 
 



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these wages, salaries, and specific 
services of municipal officers and employees are hereby approved this 5TH day of 
January 2026. 
 
SIGNED BY CHRISTINE WELLS __________________________________________  
PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES TOWN OF BUFFALO GAP  
 
Vote:  
Trustee Ray Hussey - aye/nay  
Trustee Christine Wells - aye/nay  
Trustee Travis Lasseter - aye/nay  
 
First Reading: January 6, 2026 
 
Published: ______________  
 
ATTEST:  
SIGNED BY MATTHEW TRAMP _________________________________________ 
FINANCE OFFICER, TOWN OF BUFFALO GAP 
 
 
 
(SEAL)  


















