
BUFFALO GAP BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
PROPOSED REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

OCTOBER 6, 2025 6:00 PM 
OLD BANK - BUFFALO GAP 

MR. RAY HUSSEY - TRUSTEE, MRS. CHRISTINE WELLS - PRESIDENT, MR. 
TRAVIS LASSETER - TRUSTEE, MRS. NICOLE GUERRIERI - FINANCE OFFICER 

1. Call to Order. 

2.   Roll Call and Determination of Quorum. 

3.   Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.   Conflict-of-interest Declaration 

5.   Approval of October 6, 2025 Agenda. 

6.   Approval of September 8, 2025 Meeting Minutes. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

7.   Finance Officer. 
	 a. Monthly Expenses & Financials 
	  
8.  Water and Sanitation Department. 
	 a. Update on Water System & Deficiencies 
	 b. Report on Water Loss 
	 c. Park Yard Hydrant Install 
	 d. SCADA System Monitoring Device Installation/New Flow Meter 
	  
9.  Road and Street/Grounds and Mowing. 
	 a. Mowing 
	 b. Road Maintenance  
	 c. Equipment Maintenance 

10.  Building Maintenance. 
	 a. Prepare for Winter 

11.  Animal Control 
	 a. 2013-002 Town of Buffalo Gap Dog Ordinance 

12. Community Center Committee. 
	 a. Aluminum Can Collection 

13.  Park Committee  



14.  Board of Trustees.  
	 a. Mail Call 
	 b. Notice of Meeting Events 

OLD BUSINESS 

15.  Proposal to Open 1st, Cedar, and Popular Streets 
	 a. Engineering Survey Pending 
	 b. Utility Survey Pending 

16.  Update and Organize all Town Ordinances. 
	 a. Resolution 81 & 94 
	 b. Ordinance 2018-02 
	 c. Resolution 2019-01 

17.  Water Construction Phase 2. 

18.  Water Outage Communications Plan. 

19.  Opt Out Water Meter Customers. 

20.  Windcross Conservancy Use of Town Acreage. 

21.  ORDINANCE 2025-02 - ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENTALLY  APPROPRIATE 
FUNDS - Second Reading 

22. ORDINANCE 2025-003 - 2026 Budget Appropriations Ordinance - Second Reading 

NEW BUSINESS 

21.  ORDINANCE 2025-004 - AN ORDINANCE TO ADMINISTER WATER SERVICES - 
First Reading 

22.  RESOLUTION 2025-007 - WATER RATES - First Reading 

23.  USDA Loan from 1996 (Water Account) - Reserve Account 

24.  Department of Revenue - Sales Tax 2016-2018 Due 

PUBLIC TIME 
This is time for citizens to discuss issues or concerns for the town of Buffalo Gap 
directly to the Board of Trustees. The amount of time for discussion or presentations 
can be limited by the President of the Board. Individuals shall refrain from discussing 



personalities. No action will be taken by the Board of Trustees without first being placed 
on a future agenda. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Executive Session per SDCL 1-25-2 if needed. Motion to move into Executive Session 
pursuant to SDCL 1-25-2(1) if required. 

ADJOURN MEETING - Next Monthly Meeting is November 3, 2025 at Old Bank. 



















ORDINANCE 2025-004 

AN ORDINANCE TO ADMINISTER WATER SERVICES 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF BUFFALO GAP, COUNTY OF CUSTER, STATE 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

DEFINITIONS 

Service Connection - The point of connection between the customer’s piping 
or constructed conveyance, and the water system’s meter, service pipe, or constructed 
conveyance. 

Applicant - the owner or occupant of each individual residence or commercial premises 
in which a water service connection is provided to include, but not limited to, the owner 
or occupant of each apartment in a multifamily dwelling, each mobile home in a mobile 
home park, and hotel or motel facilities. 

CHAPTER 1- WATER SERVICE PROVISIONS 

WATER DEPARTMENT SUPERVISION AND JOB DESCRIPTION 

The Water Department shall be under the supervision of the Town of Buffalo Gap Board 
of Trustees. 

The Water Department shall consist of Maintenance Worker(s) and Operators(s). The 
water operator(s) shall maintain a current state certification and have passed the State 
Water Board Exam. They shall be responsible for the management and operation of the 
water and wells of the Town of Buffalo Gap. He (she) shall read or supervise the reading 
of meters, over-see all state required testing, connecting and disconnecting water 
services, and shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to him (her) by the 
Town of Buffalo Gap Board of Trustees. Meters shall be read on the last day of each 
month. 

EMERGENCY WATER LIMITATIONS 

The use of town water for street, lawn or garden sprinkling is subordinate to domestic 
use or fire protection and may be restricted by the Town at any time by resolution of the 
Town Board of Trustees; no street, lawn, or garden sprinkling shall be done during a fire. 
The Town Board of Trustees may limit or prohibit temporarily the use of town water for 
any purpose, except domestic purposes within the consumer's dwelling, during an 
emergency. This emergency water limitations section does not apply to the use of 
privately owned water wells. 

APPLICATION FOR WATER SERVICE CONNECTION 
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	 a) Written application for a water service connection shall be made to the Town 
Finance Officer by the owner or tenant of the property along with a security deposit and 
connection fee, as established by resolution. The deposit is to be made by the person 
responsible for the water bill. The security deposit must be paid in full to the Finance 
Officer prior to any water service connection being established or turned on. Such 
deposit shall be recorded by the Finance Officer and a receipt issued to the applicant. 

	 b) Upon discontinuance of the service, the applicant shall be entitled to a refund 
of the security deposit once the water bill is paid in full. 

	 c) After twelve (12) consecutive monthly payments without a delinquency notice, 
the water deposit may be refunded.  The applicant shall be required to request the 
refund of the water deposit in writing to the Finance Officer for Town Board of Trustee 
approval.   

	 d) All applicants that do not currently hold a security deposit, shall continue to 
receive water connection services, but in all other respects shall comply fully with the 
requirements of this ordinance. 
	  
	 e) The Town of Buffalo Gap does not accept credit letters from previous utilities. 

	 f)  If an applicant moves to a new location within the Town of Buffalo Gap, a new 
deposit shall not be charged if the applicant has maintained at least twelve (12) 
consecutive monthly payments without a delinquency notice.  A new water service 
connection fee as stated in the water rates resolution shall be charged applicable to the 
new location. 
      
UNAVAILABILITY OF SERVICE 

The city may decline water service connection to any applicant if: 

	 a) The applicant fails to provide a completed water application; 
	 b) The applicant fails to pay the required deposit and connection fee; 
	 c) The applicant is indebted to the Town for any reason; 
	 d) The water service connection to the proposed premises does not fully meet all 
Town and other lawful standards; or 
	 e) The property has an unpaid water bill from the same applicant. 
	  
NEW OR ADDITIONAL WATER SERVICE CONNECTIONS  

Where there is no existing water service connection, or an additional or different water 
service connection is to be established, a written application shall be made in writing to 
the Town Financial Officer by the owner or agent of the property to be served.  
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The application shall designate the legal description of the property and the nature of 
the water use, The town shall provide one meter pit per resident/family living/dwelling.  
The application shall be accompanied with a new meter pit and service connection fee 
as established by resolution. 

No application shall be approved until the applicants past water accounts are paid in 
full. 

No application shall be approved to connect one water meter pit to more than one 
residential or commercial dwelling.  One meter pit per residence or commercial property 
to include, but not limited to, each apartment in a multifamily dwelling, each mobile 
home in a mobile home park and hotel or motel facilities. 

WATER METERS ARE REQUIRED 

All water meter pit equipment, including the post and equipment that is installed above 
the meter pit is the property of Town of Buffalo Gap. 

All dwellings or places supplied with a water service connection from the Town of 
Buffalo Gap shall be metered by the Town of Buffalo Gap 

A suitable place for a meter pit, preferably on city right of way and accessible for 
examination shall be chosen by the Town of Buffalo Gap at the expense of the owner or 
occupant. In any case, where the neglect, refusal to repair, or refusal to pay expenses 
thereof the water service connection may be discontinued until such costs and a fees 
are paid. If the water pit equipment, including the post and equipment installed above 
the meter pit is intentionally damaged or harmed by the owner or occupant it shall be 
repaired at the owner's or occupant’s expense.  

No person shall tamper with a water meter pit or turn on the supply of water to a service 
pipe from which the supply has been turned off by the Town of Buffalo Gap due to the 
account of a nonpayment of a water bill or for any other reason. Anyone violating this 
provision shall be guilty of a violation and upon conviction thereof by a court of 
competent jurisdiction shall pay a minimum fine in the amount of five hundred dollars 
($500.00), the Town of Buffalo Gap attorney and court fees (SDCL S 9-19-3)  

The property owner shall be responsible for payment of all water bills incurred on his 
property whether incurred by property owner, tenant, or any other person with or without 
the permission of the property owner. 

NOTICE OF DISCONTINUANCE REQUIRED 

	 a) Owners or consumers desiring to discontinue the use of the Town Utility 
Services shall give notice to the Town Financial Officer.  Regular rates shall be charged 
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and billed until such notice is given. Billing stops at the next billing period following 
notification.  

	 b) Owners or tenants of rental properties must give notice of change of tenants if 
the utilities are being billed to the tenant. 

	 c)  A disconnection and reconnection is required between tenants or owners in 
order to secure a customer deposit with the Town Financial Officer and to ensure all 
accounts are paid in full. 

	 d) A water service disconnection fee or water service reconnection fee shall be 
charged each time the Town of Buffalo Gap is required to turn off or on utility services, 
including transfer of service. 

	 e) If the Town of Buffalo Gap becomes aware of the change in occupancy before 
the proper notification is given to the Financial Officer.  The Town of Buffalo Gap 
reserves the right to immediately disconnect the water service connection provided to 
the place of business or residency being serviced. 

TERMINATION OF WATER SERVICE CONNECTION 

The Town shall have the right to terminate utility service to any customer or refuse 
reconnection to any customer for any of the following reasons: 

	 a) The written application contained falsified or fraudulent information 

	 b) Nonpayment of any utility bill for more than two (2) billing periods. 

	 c) Deterioration of the water service connection to the customer's premises to 
such an extent that water would be wasted or leaking if water service continues; 

	 d) Intentional harm or damage to the meter pit, post or remote reader without 
contacting town, or failure to reimburse town for repairs of any meter and all meter pit 
equipment, including pit and remote reader; 

	 e) Tampering with the water meter or any part of the water meter pit including the 
post and equipment installed above the meter pit.  

	 f) Reselling or diverting any utility service without proper approval therefore; or 

	 g) Vacancy of the premises. 

LANDLORDS RESPONSIBILITIES FOR WATER SERVICE CONNECTION AND FEES 
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An owner of rental property, whether commercial or residential, is hereby held 
responsible for payment of any delinquent water charges, which are not promptly paid 
by the owner's tenant or tenants. 

This applies to all rental property, whether commercial; single family residential, 
apartment complexes, mobile home courts, or other rental property. The owner shall be 
furnished with a copy of the notice of delinquency that is served upon the tenant. 

MORE THAN ONE CUSTOMER FROM ONE SERVICE 

Owners who lease or subdivide shall be responsible for water discharged on said 
premises. If more than one meter is placed on a service pipe, the meters shall be set so 
that no one of them shall measure water which has passed through another meter. 

In those situations where both residential and commercial activities are taking place on 
the same water hookup, the owner or occupant of the property shall be required to pay 
two (2) water minimums. (One for the residential use and one for the commercial use) 
And further, where more than one commercial enterprise is operating from the same 
water meter, but have separate facilities, the owner or occupant of the property shall be 
required to pay two (2) water minimums. 

Effective this ordinance, no property shall share water meter pits.  One water meter pit 
per residential or commercial dwelling to include but not limited to each apartment in a 
multifamily dwelling, each mobile home in a mobile home facilities and hotel or motel 
facilities.  

WATER SERVICE CONNECTION FEES 

	 a) All applicants within the Town of Buffalo Gap shall pay to the Town of Buffalo 
Gap for water discharged on the property as stated in the water rates resolution.   All 
water service connection fees including sanitation, and surcharges are stated in the 
water rate resolution which shall be reviewed and updated annually by resolution by the 
Town Board of Trustees. 

	 b) All applicants shall pay a late fee if the payment is received after the due date 
stated on the water bill.  All water bills are due the first of the month following the billing 
period.  Any payment after the due date is considered delinquent.   
	  
	 c) Any applicant unable to fully pay the water bill, due to financial or economic 
hardship may make a timely, written request to the Financial Officer to have any bill or 
bills set up on a written and signed payment arrangement plan of a specified amount 
per week or month. So long as the applicant abides by the written payment plan, the 
Town of Buffalo Gap shall not consider termination of service.  Any violation of the 
written payment plan shall subject the applicant to immediate termination of the water 
service connection. 
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	 	 1) The Finance Officer reserves the right to deny a request for a financial 
or economic hardship.  In the event of a denial, the applicant has the right to appeal in 
writing to the Town Board of Trustees. The Town Board of Trustees shall hear the 
appeal at the next regular or special meeting of the Town Board.   The appeal shall be 
heard in an executive session to protect the privacy of the applicant and a decision 
made during the next regular meeting or special meeting of the Town Board.   

	 	 4) If water service connection is terminated due to nonpayment, the Town 
of Buffalo Gap shall restore the water service only after the account and fees are paid in 
full to the Financial Officer.  

	 	 	 a) If after six (6) months non-payment of water fees has occurred, a 
lien shall be taken against the property in Custer County. 

	 	 	 b) All applicants shall pay a fee for any returned checks as 
established in the water rates resolution. 

In cases where meters fail to register the amount of water used, charges shall be based 
upon the average used during two or more preceding periods of similar length and 
during a similar time of year. 

SLEEP/VACATION WATER SERVICE CONNECTION RATES 

The applicant can provide a written request to the Finance Officer for the water service 
connection to the property to be temporarily disconnected for sleep or vacation 
purposes.  The following criteria must be met in order to temporarily disconnect the 
water service connection. 

	 a)  The property shall be vacant for more than 30 days.  
	 b)  A disconnection fee established in the water rates resolution. 
	 c)  A monthly maintenance fee as stated in the water rates resolution shall be 
paid. 
	 d) The water department shall continue to read the meter monthly and any water 
discharged over the 3,000 gallon minimum shall be charged to the customer's account. 
	 e) During this time, the Town of Buffalo Gap is not liable for any frozen water 
lines or water breaks from the meter pit to the residence. 
	 f) The customer is held responsible to notify the Finance Officer of their return in 
order to have regular water fees resumed. 

CHAPTER 2- SANITATION SERVICES 

All applicants shall be given a container for trash. Additional trash containers may be 
available, depending on supply, for an additional monthly fee that shall be set by 
resolution by the Town of Buffalo Gap Board of Trustees. 
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Any and all applicants to whom water service is furnished by the Town of Buffalo Gap 
shall be charged for garbage. 

All applicants shall pay a monthly fee, set by resolution of the Town Board of Trustees. 
The monthly fee shall be charged regardless of use of service. 

Sanitation charges shall be billed and be due and payable simultaneously with monthly 
water bills. 

Monthly fees are determined by the Town Board of Trustees and rate changes shall be 
established by resolution from time to time as needed. 

CHAPTER 3 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

IMPLIED CONTRACT BETWEEN TOWN, USER, AND PROPERTY OWNER 

The rules, regulations and water and sanitation rates in this ordinance provided or as 
elsewhere set out in this code or future ordinances and resolutions of the governing 
body shall be considered a part of the contract of every person applying for water and 
sanitation service from the Town of Buffalo Gap, and every owner of property for which 
such application is made, and every such person by taking water, or by virtue of their 
ownership of the land for which application is made, shall be considered to express his/
her assent to be bound. This ordinance shall supersede all other utility ordinances from 
the past. 

CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF ORDINANCE 
  
The provisions of this ordinance shall be cumulative to other ordinances not in conflict 
with it and shall not operate to repeal any such other ordinances. 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES 

All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed. 

SEVERABILITY OF INVALID PROVISIONS 

If any provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid, its invalidity shall not affect any 
other provision of this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid provision, 
and for this purpose the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 

NOW BE IT ORDAINED that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with this 
ordinance are hearby repealed. Should any section or part of this ordinance be 
determined to be invalid, the same shall not invalidate the remaining section(s) of 
this Ordinance. This Ordinance shall be effective upon passage and publication 
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hereof, as it is necessary for the support of the municipal government and its 
existing public institutions. 

Dated at Buffalo Gap, Custer County, South Dakota this     day of            ,2025 

APPROVED: 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED hereby approved this 6th day of October 2025. 

__________________________________________ 
Buffalo Gap Town Board President 

Vote:      
 
Trustee Ray Hussey	 - aye/nay          

Trustee Christine Wells  	 - aye/nay 

Trustee Travis Lasseter	 - aye/nay 

First Reading Date: October 6, 2025 

Second Reading: ______________ 

First Published Date: ______________ 

Second Publishing Date: ______________ 

Posted: ______________ 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________________ 
Nicole Guerrieri, Finance Officer, Town of Buffalo Gap 

(SEAL) 
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RESOLUTION 2025-07 

PUBLICATION OF WATER RATES 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees for the Town of Buffalo Gap, County of Custer, South 
Dakota resolves to provide a listing of water system deposits, fees, fines, lawyer, court 
costs, and indicated amounts for the Town of Buffalo Gap Water Distribution System in 
accordance with Ordinance 2025-04, for the period commencing January 1, 2026; 

AND WHEREAS, water system deposits, fees, fines, lawyer, court costs, and indicated 
amounts detailed herein shall be as follows; 

SECURITY DEPOSIT	 	 	 	 $   100.00 

NEW SERVICE CONNECTION FEE     	 	 $.    25.00 

NEW METER PIT AND CONNECTION FEE  	 $3,000.00 

DISCONNECT FEE		 	 	 	 $     25.00 

MONTHLY MAINTENANCE FEE	 	 	 $     30.00 PER PIT 

MINIMUM MONTHLY WATER USE FEE		 $       9.00 UP TO 3,000 GAL PER PIT 

ADDITIONAL MONTHLY WATER USE FEE	 $       3.00 PER 1,000 GAL PER PIT 

LATE FEE	 	 	 	 	 	 $     15.00 

RETURNED CHECK FEE	 	 	 	 $     40.00 

SANITATION RATE		 	 	 	 $     22.00 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these deposits, fees, fines, lawyer and 
court costs, and indicated amounts are hereby approved this 6th day of October 2025. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

__________________________________________ 
Buffalo Gap Town Board President 
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Vote: 
 
Trustee Ray Hussey	 - aye/nay          

Trustee Christine Wells  	 - aye/nay 

Trustee Travis Lasseter	 - aye/nay 

First Reading: October 6, 2025 

Published: ______________ 

Posted: ______________ 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________________ 
Nicole Guerrieri, Finance Officer, Town of Buffalo Gap 

(SEAL) 
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