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FCSS/RCHHS:

All procedures followed by FCSS/RCHHS staff will meet legal requirements for unexplained, unnatural or unexpected death in the home.
Health Care Aides are not required to notify the deceased’s family of the death.  This responsibility rests with the client’s physician and or Medical Examiner’s office.
Health Care Aides must not clean the body, move the body, or do anything to the body or immediate environment that will alter its appearance, nor take anything away that is directly attached to the body.
The Fatality Inquiries Act defines unexplained, unnatural, or unexpected death as: Death occurring under the following situations:
Unexplained death, unexpected death when the deceased was in apparent good health, death as a result of violence, accident, or suicide, maternal death during or following pregnancy, death that may have occurred as a result of improper treatment, death that occurs within 10 days of an operative procedure, death of a person not under a physicians care, death from poison, death of a person under child welfare custody, death resulting from disease, ill health, injury, or toxic substance arising from employment either now or in the past, death of a person in custody.
PROCEDURE:
If Home Support staff are present when an unexplained, unnatural or unexpected death occurs, he or she activates the Emergency Medical System.
If the body is cold, rigid, or there are signs that death occurred some time previously phone the Home Support Supervisor immediately, or the Home Care nurse if appropriate.
If staff have reason to suspect the death involved violence or a dangerous situation still exists, leave the residence immediately and make calls from a safe place.
Health Care Aides must complete an incident report within 2 working days of the event.
Health Care Aides who discovered the unexpected death are encouraged to make use of support and other community services as soon after the event as possible.
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This policy shall be reviewed at the discretion of the Board but at least annually.


