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Vision

As we look forward to the future, Bridgewater and surrounding districts will strive to
be economically strong, environmentally friendly and affordable to live in; while main-
taining the friendly Rural Town Community that draws and keeps residents and visitors
here.

Objectives
To establish the aspirations and priorities for the Bridgewater community - to provide a
voice for the community stating what is important to them and for their future.

» Community Health and Wellbeing

» Community Buildings and Open Spaces

» Future Development

» Local Economy

Our Process

The initial Bridgewater on Loddon Community Plan was developed in 2003. In 2021
Bridgewater On Loddon Development Incorporation (BOLD) was formed to manage and
maintain the Bridgewater on Loddon Community Plan. A survey was produced to iden-
tify the communities priorities and circulated around the district in August 2021, receiv-
ing an excellent response.

This revised Community Plan has been produced from information compiled from wide
community consultation by way of surveys, meetings and talking to community mem-
bers.

Community Clubs & Groups are included in this plan, they where invited to identify their
priority projects by suppling their strategic plans.

Numerous projects from the initial Bridgewater on Loddon Community Plan have been
addressed and completed with this assistance of dedicated community members, local
government and state government.

2021 Survey Results

2021 Survey Results
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Location —

Bridgewater on Loddon is located along the Calder Highway, SN
nestled in a prime agriculture region with the Loddon River B
dividing the township. Bridgewater is 39km northwest of the

Bridgewaqtéf On Loddon

Central Victorian regional centre of Bendigo, 170km from the 5555 S
Victorian capital city of Melbourne. / - ey
7 :

History

Bridgewater was established as a crossing point for diggers enroute to the Inglewood gold
diggings. A punt operated a mile below the present bridge and was used as a crossing by
Cobb and Co. The Loddon River at this point was later used by diggers to wash their gold
when scant water supplies at Inglewood dried up or became silted by mining activity.
Chinese settlers established extensive market gardens along the river and supplied sur-
rounding districts with fresh vegetables.

The river was permanently bridged in 1862-63. A brewery was established in the 1860,
and several hotels were in existence by the 1870’. A flour mill was opened in 1873, and in
the same year a Railway League was formed and was successful in agitating for an exten-
sion of the line from Inglewood. The first train arrived in 1876.

Bridgewater’s early development was assisted by proximity to the river, as dairying and a
cheese factory supplemented sheep grazing and cereals. By the late 1880, four cheese and
butter factories has been established in the region.

A post office was opened in 1868, a school opened in 1871 and the Mechanics’ Institute was
opened in 1880.

Several sporting clubs were established, including golf (1921) and tennis (1926). A memo-
rial hall of grand proportions was opened in 1923, serving as a picture theatre and social
centre. Reticulated water was laid on by a local Water Works Trust in 1928 and electricity
from the State grid was turned on in 1940.

Four steel silos of total capacity 280,000 bushels were built near the railway station in
1963 for holding wheat, barley and oats. The flour mill had silos with a storage capacity of
500,000 bushels in 1970.

In 1972 the Waterwheel vineyard and winery was established next to the Waterwheel flour
mill.

Bridgewater Flour Mill

Bridgewater on Loddon is the Southern Gateway into the Loddon Shire
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Community Health and Wellbeing

Objective

Strategies

Safe and Secure Community
+ Neighbourhood Watch
+ Farm safety & security
¢ Livestock / Farm Theft

To support and advocate for the continuation of the
Bridgewater Police Station.

To support local Police information sessions. To support
and advocate for safe speed limits within the town.

Access to Health Services and Facilities:

+ Families and Youth

+ Seniors

¢ Improve physical and mental health

o Access to the river, facilities and busi-
ness for people of all abilities.

v ¥

To support and promote Inglewood & Districts Health
Services.

To support and promote programs established in
Bridgewater region offering services for seniors, youth
and families.

To support and promote health information days.

To promote and support facilities and business for
improved access for people of all abilities.

Heritage, Arts and Culture

¢ Australia Day Celebrations

¢ Anzac and Remembrance Day Celebra-
tions
Local Festivals & Events
History and Heritage

Y ¥

To promote, encourage and ensure the Australia Day,
Anzac and Remembrance Day celebrations continue.

To promote and support local events and festivals.

To ensure the Bridgewater and region History and Herit-
age is preserved and promoted for future generations.

To advocate funding opportunities towards acknowl-
edged history, heritage, events and celebration programs.
To advocate funding opportunities to establish and install
History Plaques to Historical Buildings and Landmarks
outlining their history.

Sport and Recreation

Bridgewater Recreation Reserve
Bridgewater Football Netball Club
Bridgewater Cricket Club
Bridgewater Golf Club
Bridgewater Bowling Club
Bridgewater Water Ski Club
Active Farmers

* 6 6 6 6 o o

To promote and support opportunities to take part in
physical activity.

To advocate funding opportunities to the sporting
organisations that have supplied their current 5 - 10 year
Strategic Plans.

To promote and support inclusive sporting events to
provide community interaction.

To promote and support health and fitness programs in
the Bridgewater region.
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Future Development

Objective Strategies
Roads Advocate to DoT and Loddon Shire Council to
+ Road Maintenance & Upgrades ensure a safe and reliable road networks
- Sebastian Road Advocating to DoT and Loddon Shire Council

- Bridgewater Dunolly Road
- Town Roads

Road Name Signs

Weed Control

Drainage

Transport Connections

* 6 o o

community concerns and providing information regard-
ing road hazards.

To engage the community for continued feedback to
identify road issues.

To advocate and work with DoT and Loddon Shire
Council to address identified Road issues.

Advocate to DoT and Loddon Shire Council to

control weeds on the roadside.

Advocate to DoT and Loddon Shire Council to en-

sure all Roads have name signs in place to assist
emergency services.

Advocate to DoT and Loddon Shire Council to

identify drainage issues.

To advocate and support implementation of the
transport network maintenance and upgrade works that
assist increased transport movements and ensure safety.

Loddon Shire Council Urban/Town Plan

To advocate and work with Local and State Government

+ Improved footpaths and street lighting for continued improvements to the Bridgewater region
+ Improved signage growth plan and the integrated strategy town plan.

+ Improved streetscape To engage the community for continued feedback to

+ Improved gutters and drainage identify issues for future improvements

+ Improved parking To advocate and work with Loddon Shire Council to

+ Improved water quality address identified issues within the township.

+ Town Entrances and Signs

+ Install additional rubbish bins

¢ Eradication of weeds

¢ Create pedestrian crossing

+ Create bike paths / cycle way

Housing Advocate to Local and State Government for housing and

¢ Access to affordable housing

+ Land development opportunities

¢ Short-term & long-term accommoda-
tion

land development

Advocate to Local and State Government the need for
short-term & long-term accommodation in the region.
Advocate to Local and State Government the necessity to
access to affordable housing.

Mobile phone and internet services

Advocate to Local, State and Federal Governments for
improved mobile phone and internet access and coverage
in the Bridgewater region.
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Future Development

Objective

Strategies

Access to public transport

Advocate to Local and State Governments for
improved access to public transport.

Education opportunities

To promote and support acknowledged education
opportunities.

Community information and communica-
tions

To promote and ensure community information and
Local government communications are inclusive to
everyone.

To produce a Welcome Pack for new community
members

Bridgewater Rural Fire Brigade &
Emergency Management

¢ Flooding

+ Fire

To promote and ensure the continuation of the CFA in
our town.

To promote and work with local government and
other government agencies for improved Emergency
Management practices.
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Community Buildings and Open Spaces

Objective

Strategies

Bridgewater Primary School

>

%

To advocate, promote and support the future existence of
Bridgewater Primary School.

To actively promote and support local environmental
causes Bridgewater Primary School run, such as River
Detectives, Resource Smart School and Game On Recy-
cling.

Education Opportunities:

>

>

To promote, support acknowledged education opportu-

nities

To actively promote early childhood education opportu-
nities such as Playgroup at Bridgewater Primary School

Bridgewater Memorial Hall

To advocate, promote and support the future continu-
ation and redevelopment of the Bridgewater Memorial
Hall.

Public Toilets

To advocate and work with Loddon Shire Council to
maintain accessible sanitary public toilets.

Bridgewater Cemetery’s

To advocate, promote and support the future continu-
ation of Bridgewater Cemetery and ensure the Old
Cemetery’s history is maintained.

Playgrounds, Parks and reserves

Parks and public open spaces

To promote and support parks, reserves and public
open spaces for social opportunities for interaction in
community.

Natural environment

¢ Corella and animal pest control
¢ Weed eradication

¢ Landcare Group

To maintain the beautiful Natural Environment of our
region by advocating, promoting and supporting Local,
State & Federal government programs in animal pests
and weed control.

To promote and support Clean-up Australia Day
programs in the region.

To promote and support the formation of a local
Landcare group.

River

Swimming Hole

Foreshore development

Improved walking & cycling tracks
River front preservation

Health

Improved river access for people of all
abilities

Boat Ramp rubbish removal improve-
ments

Boat Ramp improved signage

Safe use for everyone all year

Pier at Hotel

Exercise equipment located along the
river

* * 6 6 o o o

* & o o

To advocate, promote and support, with Local govern-
ment and State authorities, to maintain and implement
improvements to the Swimming Hole, walking & cycling
tracks.
To advocate and promote with Local government and
State authorities improvements to Boat Ramp area.
To advocate and promote with Local government and
State authorities the safe use of the river for everyone all
year.
To advocate, promote and support to maintain and
preserve the river health.
To promote and work with Loddon Shire Council for
continued development to the Bridgewater Foreshore
project.
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Community Buildings and Open Spaces

Objective

Strategies

Bridgewater Train Station

To promote and support the development of the
Bridgewater Train Station.

To advocate growth and programs acknowledged in their
current strategic and business structure plans.

Local Economy

Objective

Strategies

Tourism and marketing
¢ Caravan Park

¢ Local winery’s

+ Loddon River

+ Bridgewater Hotel
+ Bridgewater Motel

+ Bridgewater Recreation reserve
¢ Arts & Culture

To promote and support future Tourism growth within
our region.

Promote the value of successful strategies and advertis-
ing of tourism in the Bridgewater region.

Promote and encourage local Tourism locations and
attractions on social media.

To promote and support a visitor information tourist
stand.

To promote and support Arts & Culture programs in the
Bridgewater region.

Economic development
Agribusiness processing
Agriculture

Tourism

Food & Water security
Housing

*
*
*
*
*
+ Businesses in township

Loddon Valley

Victoria's backyargy

To advocate and promote future investment to grow the
economy and enhancing the prosperity and quality of
life for all.

To advocate and work with Local, State & Federal Gov-
ernments to ensure strategic economic development and
growth for the Bridgewater region.

To promote and support additional businesses within the
township.

To encourage and support shop front building owners
along main street to permit business opportunities for
future growth and create employment.

To advocate and promote Loddon Shire Council to
assist with the opening of closed shop front business to
provide convenience and take way stores and create
employment opportunities to the region.

To promote and support Agriculture information func-
tions.

To advocate and promote with Local and State govern-
ments for future housing and land development within
the Bridgewater region.

To advocate and promote with Local, State & Fed-

eral governments for food & water security in the
Bridgewater region.

Advocate to manage settlement growth to limit the
impact on agricultural productivity, natural resources
and environmental assets.

To advocate and support ongoing investment in

water infrastructure and management of water resources
to enhance security and efficiency of water supply to
agriculture and township.
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Local Economy

Objective Strategies
Local businesses > To promote and support local businesses within the
+ DPost office Bridgewater region.
¢ Wineries > To promote and encourage all to support our local
¢ Agriculture businesses.
¢ Agribusiness processing > To promote and support local business to ensure goods
+ Business in town and services are provided in the Bridgewater region.
> To advocate and promote the continuation of our pro-
ductive Agriculture industry in the Bridgewater region.

Community Identified Priority Projects
By Community Consultation

Road Maintenance & Upgrades
- Sebastian Road

- Arnold Road
- Town Roads

Council Urban/Town Plan Renewal
- To address numerous issues within the town boundary
- Land development for housing

Town Shops and Businesses
- Additional food & grocery businesses within the town
- Access to unutilised shops within the town

River & Environment
- Continuation of the foreshore projects
- Eradication of corellas

Community Buildings
- Bridgewater Primary School Continuation
- Bridgewater Memorial Hall Redevelopment

Access to Public Transport

- Bus service
- Rail link

Agriculture
- Food & water security
- Continuation of our productive Agriculture industry
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Community Clubs & Groups Priority Projects

By Strategic Planning

Bridgewater Recreation Reserve Inc.

Bridgewater Recreation Reserve is the Sporting Precinct in Bridgewater on
Loddon and is the home of:

> Bridgewater Cricket Club

> Bridgewater Football & Netball Club

> Bridgewater Golf Club

> Bridgewater Tennis Community

> Active Farmers Bridgewater

Identified Projects

>

VYV VYV VY VY VY VYVYVVVYVYVYY

Courts repair and resurfacing

Weather protection around the courts

LED lighting upgrade for tennis/netball and 2x football towers
Electronic scoreboards for football/netball

Internal Change rooms men, toilets upgrade and floor sealing
Outside fencing along Bridgewater/Maldon Rd

Drainage around the perimeter of the ground and around courts
New goal posts

Mower for golf club

Improve curtains at end of veranda.

Tank water to be connected to new change rooms

Landscaping

Drainage between new change rooms and existing pavilion
Repurpose old female change room and football office and umpire room
Bump Track (Bikes)

Cricket Practice Net (Fixed or Mobile)

Solar battery

Bridgewater Bowling Club Inc.
Identified Projects

>

vVvyVvyvVvyyvyy

Improve and maintain the front Green.

Improve drainage and upgrade car parking along Elden St.

Install adequate LED Greens lighting.

Upgrade shelters to the Green ends.

Purchase new Green mower.

Installation of veranda and extended sunshade to main building.
Ensure that the on-going maintenance of facilities reflects a vibrant,
active club.
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Bridgewater On Loddon Community Plan Review

Bridgewater On Loddon Development (BOLD) community planning committee have completed a review of the Bridgewater on Loddon Community Plan.

Our process

We identified completed projects together with identifying current priorities for the community. Modifications made to sections where required.

The community organisation’s that provided their priority projects, via their strategic plans, were contacted to provide us with an updated list and
identify the priority projects. A late inclusion from the Bridgewater Recreation Reserve has been included in this review from 19th June BOLD General
Meeting.

Our major objective identified in this community plan review is the Bridgewater Memorial Hall Toilet upgrade / replacement. The current external toilet
block is “not fit for purpose” and people are not hiring/using the hall because of this.

BOLD will collaborate with Loddon Shire Council to develop building plans and to build appropriate toilet/bathroom facilities for all ability access/acces-
sible toilets connecting to the main hall. To ensure the upgrade of toilet facilities meets the Disability Discrimination Act requirements.
To ensure these toilet/bathroom facilities are appropriate for when used as relief centre.

It was identified in the Bridgewater Memorial Hall Master Plan 2014-2023 that “External toilet block in average condition. No DDA compliant toilets.”

Loddon Shire Council Building Asset Management Plan.
The Bridgewater Memorial Hall is identified as a level 2 community hall for general public use serving the larger community and Medium use
public toilets and amenities.

The Loddon Shire Council Building Asset Management Plan, “Future Demand” section identifies:
Demographics

Projection

The population of Loddon Shire is increasing in age. Between 2011 and 2016, there was a 8% in-
crease in the number of residents over the age of 60. This trend is expected to continue.

Impact on assets

Increased demand for works and upgrades to enable greater accessibility.

Upgrade of Council buildings to meet Disability Discrimination Act requirements.

Disability Discrimination Act

Projection

Likely that recognition will continue to rise and legislative targets will increase i.e. upgrading of Council’s buildings to meet DDA requirements.
Impact on assets

Additional upgrade and renewal costs.




Bridgewater on Loddon is the “Southern Gateway” into the Loddon Shire and have an increasing

population and tourism to our region.

We require a community hall with the appropriate toilet facilities that are “fit for purpose” that
meets the needs of all our community members ensuring equal access to people with disabilities.

Completed Projects

Bridgewater Memorial Hall

Interior main hall project, works completed:

Ceiling restored to original

Decorative tin wall panels restored to original
Plastering to walls

Floor repaired and sealed

New doors

Repaired windows

Installed blinds for windows

Painting to all interior

Upgraded power

New lighting

Other projects completed:

Secured area underneath supper room
Installed solar system

Concrete path to external toilet block
Installed new water tank

Installed new stage curtains

Current Priorities

The committee have identified the current
priorities for Bridgewater on Loddon and
District.

See the following priorities and actions table.

Modifications

The removal from the community plan of the
Bridgewater Golf Club and Active Farmers
Bridgewater as user groups of the Bridgewater
Recreation Reserve. These organisations no
longer continue.

This review was tabled at BOLD’s 20th March 2025 general meeting and was received and accepted.
A late inclusion from the Bridgewater Recreation Reserve has been included in this review from 19th June 2025 BOLD general meeting.




Priorities and Actions

0 Build d Op nace
Objective Task Partners Timeframe Priority Status
Bridgewater Memorial |To continue Loddon Shire Council, |1-5 years High Commenced and
Hall redevelopment of the |Local Community Ongoing. Continue to
Bridgewater Memorial |Bendigo Bank, State and obtain funding for
Hall in keeping with Federal governments, identified projects.
Bridgewater Memorial |other funding agencies.
Hall Master Plan.
Bridgewater Memorial |To repair lime mortar to [Loddon Shire Council for|1 year High Commenced. Project
Hall retain structural community planning has received Loddon
> External Repair integrity of the building. |funding. Shire Council
To gain quotes for this community planning
project. To apply for funding just waiting on
Loddon Shire Council the builder to begin the
community planning project.
funding for this project.
To engage successful
qguoted builder to
complete the project.
Bridgewater Memorial |To have the required Loddon Shire Council, as|1-5 years High Concept. Initial

Hall
> Disabled Access

assesments to idenitify
all access requirments
as per Disability
Discrimination Act 1992.
To implement all
upgrades required as
per Disability
Discrimination Act 1992.

the owner of this asset
and the regulatory
authority, to fund the
required works to the
Disability (Access to
Premises — Buildings)
Standards 2010.

discussions have been
held with various
Loddon Shire Council
employees. Continue to
work on this task.




Priorities and Actions

Objective Task Partners Timeframe Priority Status
Bridgewater Memorial |To collaborate with Loddon Shire Council, as|1-5 years High Concept. Initial
Hall Loddon Shire Council to |the owner of this asset discussions have been
> Toilet facilities develop building plans [and the regulatory held with various
upgrade /replacement |and to build appropriate [authority, to fund the Loddon Shire Council
toilet/bathroom building plans for this employees. Continue to
facilities for all ability project. Loddon Shire work on this task.
access/accessible toilets [Council, state & federal
connecting to the main [government to provide
hall. To ensure the funding for this project.
upgrade of toilet
facilities meet the
Disability Discrimination
Act requirements.
To ensure these
toilet/bathroom
facilities are appropriate
for when used as relief
centre.
Natural Environment |To control/regulate the |To collaborate with 1-5 years High Commenced. Support

> Corella Control

long-billed corella
population in our
region.

Loddon Shire Council,
State and Federal
government
departments to obtain
funding and implement
a program for our
region.

obtained from Loddon
Shire Council. Contacted
Members of Parliament
State & Federal to gain
support. Continue
discussions. Obtain
funding to implement
successful program.




Priorities and Actions

Community Health and Wellbeing

Sport and Recreation
> Bridgewater
Recreation Reserve

along Newbridge Road.

and Federal government
departments, the Loddon
Shire Council, to obtain
funding.

Objective Task Partners Timeframe Priority Status
Safe and Secure Organise and prepare Local & adjoining Police. |6 months to 1 year High Initial idea tabled at a
Community community policing Ambulance Victoria and meeting. President
information night. Inglewood and District volunteered to arrange
Organise and prepare Health Service this these information
community Health nights.
information nights.
Heritage, Arts and To ensure the community [To communitcate with Yearly: High Commenced. To continue
Culture: can celebrate Australia Loddon Shire Council to  |26th January. with this tasks annually.
> Australia Day Day, Anzac, prepare for Australia Day. [25th April.
Sl s Remembrance Day and To communitcate with our|{11th November.
> Anzac and the annual community local RSL branch to December.
Remembrance Day Christmas Carols yearly prepare for Anzac and
Celebrations here in Bridgewater. To  |Remembrance Day. To
> Community apply for funding to cover |Communitcate and work
Christmas Carols costs for these events. with Bridgewater Primary
School to prepare for the
Community Christmas
Carols.
Construction of a fence To collaborate with State [1-5 years Medium Initial idea. Bridgewater

Recreation Reserve
included this project in
their 2021 strategic plan.
This project is identified
under Community Clubs &
Groups Priority Projects in
the original community
plan.

Bridgewater Recreation
Reserve to obtain project
costings.




Priorities and Actions

Community Health and Wellbeing

Objective Task Partners Timeframe Priority Status
> Bridgewater Construction of public  |To collaborate with 1-5 years Medium Concept. This is a new
Recreation Reserve |[toilets. State and Federal project received from
government the Bridgewater
departments, the Recreation Reserve. This
Loddon Shire Council, to project is not included
obtain funding. in their 2021 strategic
Bridgewater Recreation
Reserve to develop a
concept plan for this
project.

Objective Task Partners Timeframe Priority Status
Economic To collaborate with To communicate and 1-5 years Medium Commenced. Continue
development Loddon Shire Council engage with Loddon to collaborate with
> Tourism tourism, visit Loddon Shire Council tourism, Loddon Shire Council

valley, to promote our

area. To ensure tourist
information is available
in our town.

visit Loddon valley, for
programs events and

opportunities that are
available for our area.

Tourism and Marketing
and Loddon Valley
Tourism Team. Continue
to work on this task.




Priorities and Actions

e Develop
Objective Task Partners Timeframe Priority Status
Loddon Shire Council |To engage with the Loddon Shire Council to |1-5 years Medium Concept. Over the years
Urban/Town Plan Community and work  |provide the funding to there has been 2
with Loddon Shire complete the updated Urban/Town Plans for
Council to develop an  |plan and fund this Bridgewater, an
updated Urban/Town [project as identified in updated plan is
Plan the plan. required. Liaise with
Loddon Shire Council
and community
members to develop the
Urban/Town Plan
Roads To ensure a safe and To communicate and 1-2 years High Commenced. To make
reliable road network. [liaise with Loddon Shire contact with new DoTP
> Upgrades To communicate Council and Department representative and

~ Sebastian Road
~ Town Streets

> Maintenance
~ Bridgewater
Maldon Road
~ Bridgewater
Dunolly/Arnold
Road

community concerns
and providing
information regarding
road/street hazards and
issues. To ensure all
roads/streets have
name signs in place to
assist emergency
services.

of Transport and
Planning our community
members concerns and
providing relevant
information and to
identify any missing
roads/streets name
signs

connect with Loddon
Shire Council the
identified concerns. To
identify missing
roads/streets name
signs and forward these
to relevant authority.




