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Software system making logbook entries quick and easy. Meeting requirements of IMO, Marpol, SOLAS and several flag states for replacing many of the traditional paper logbooks. Easy to use The K-Fleet Logbook application is a designed to simplify logbook entries. Screenshot of deck logbook The software system simplifies data capture, improves
data quality and provide more efficient information exchange.
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High degree of recognition with traditional paper logbooks: Deck loghook Engine Logbook Oil Record Book P1 Garbage logbook Part 1 & 2 Radio Logbook DP logbook Operational loghook Official logbook and more Daily reporting tasks become less time consuming, reducing workload for officers to focus on operational tasks. Picture of old paper
logbook Great flexibility K-Fleet Logbook is part of the K-Fleet software system. The modular approach ensures that system solutions can be tailored to the requirements of each particular vessel type. A user friendly interface make it quick and easy to use for the operator. Sailing "Paperless" requires flag state acceptance for electronic system. KM
Electronic Logbook is accepted by major flag states. Key features Collects data from ship systems into one single data storage manually or automatically. Supports data exchange for events that shall be recorded in multiple loghooks. Benefits Compliant with IMO, MARPOL, SOLAS, and Flag States Tailored to any vessel type, and any operation Secure
documentation available on-shore “If a person intentionally destroys or mutilates or renders illegible any entry in any statutory logbook on a ship, he will be liable for a fine or be arrested for destruction of official records”. How often have we come across such disclaimers onboard while maintaining the ships’ official records? Be it the Official Log
Book, Oil Record Book or the Engine / Deck Log Books, all have to be maintained in manners that best represent the ship and the owners/managers. Normally, record keeping is a separate topic discussed in the company’s SMS systems. Some require the vessel to maintain old official records for as long as up to 5 years. Yes, that creates a lot of clutter
so to speak, but that’s that. However, since record-keeping is of utmost significance and that each event occurring onboard has to be best recorded for all the official and legal intentions, we shall discuss what one has to bear in mind while jotting down the entries in a few important loghooks. Here I would like to stress some of the points that we
sometimes miss out on while filling up the official logs onboard. This is to bridge the gap between the knowledge we have from our competence/experience at sea and the guidelines provided with each of the logbooks according to the international regulations. Official Log Book The heads of their respective departments are full and the only ones
authorized to maintain this statutory logbook and the Master has the overall responsibility to oversee its authenticity and appropriateness. The logbook is considered to be a running log of all official events such as Arrival / Departure of the vessel to/from the port, Draughts, Freeboards, Onboard Emergency Drills, Crew onboard, Fuel/Fresh Water
ROB, Master’s Handing Over/Taking Over, etc. Although some flag states do provide a short guide for keeping the official logbook and while some don'’t, it is imperative that all entries must be made in a professional and legible manner. A few pointers while making such entries - All entries should be made as soon as practicable after an event occurs,
since all the logs are running records of the vessel it makes record keeping vulnerable if delayed in its entirety. Only authorised personnel should make such entries. Master may designate personnel to do so. Entries to be signed as required by the person making such entry and by the person witnessing the event. All entries must have a date and time
recorded It will be the Master’s responsibility to ensure the Official logbook is accurately filled and signed. Entries made in the log must not be amended or deleted under any circumstances unless the Master authorizes the cancellation. If it is to be done, it is a good practice to make sure the entry is stroked out with a single line and an initial put
against the omitted entry. If the entries cannot be contained within the log books’ pages due to their length, they must be entered separately in a separate document, endorsed and attached to the logbook. A reference number may be given for easy record tracking. Oil Record Book MARPOL 73/78, Annex I states that each oil tanker of 150 GT and
above and every ship of 400 GT and above shall be provided with an Oil Record Book Part I (Machinery Spaces) and each oil tanker of 150 GT and above to carry an Oil Record Book Part II (Oil Cargo Ops). This means the log is a mandatory record of everything related to oil and its handling onboard.

This further means that the record will be compulsorily checked by all inspectors/auditors coming onboard for surveys. In fact, the log is so closely scrutinised that even the slightest hint of overwriting can be ruinous. Therefore to avoid such mishaps happening, here are a few pointers. Firstly, check whether the Oil record book supplied onboard is as
per the Convention. Some publications not catering to the forms prescribed in MARPOL have been found onboard while inspection. All filling and discharges of oil and oily mixtures to/from the ship’s tanks must be recorded in this log without delay and to the best knowledge known with exact figures and units. Each entry of a completed person made
must be signed by the officer in charge. Without the Master’s signature on each completed page the loghook would be considered incomplete and ineligible. Make sure the ship’s particulates and oil tank details are correctly filled where required. Sometimes, ships have been arrested on the basis of accidental discharges not been recorded
appropriately. Even emergency discharges such as cargo jettisoning must be entered into the logbook without delay as time permits. It is also required to enter details regarding oily mixtures, tank washings, dirty ballast transferred to shore reception facilities along with the time and date of such operation. A certificate or a receipt so provided by the
shore facility must be filed onboard and a copy of such receipt may be attached to the logbook. This may help the ship ascertain that a legible transfer operation was carried out. For operations conducted at sea (considering the MARPOL regulations) such as Crude Oil Washing, Ship-to-Ship Transfer and likewise, it is crucial that the vessel’s precise
position is entered in the logbook. This will avoid further inquiries should the inspectors suspect any foul play. Garbage Record Book Another hot favourite with the inspectors surveying the vessel! This log is to be accurately maintained onboard as per Regulation 10, Annex V of MARPOL 73/78 wherein all garbage disposals, discharges or even
accidental losses are recorded. There have been cases where inspectors have been able to point out various ambiguities in the log keeping procedures. Hence, in order to steer clear of such doubts whatsoever the person in charge of the log keeping must ascertain the accuracy of the log is maintained throughout the log keeping periods. Each
Garbage Record book must be checked for the latest and revised version.
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The Master and the Person in Charge, in most cases the vessel’s Chief Officer, are responsible for keeping up to the amended international standards. The Ship staff must be able to identify different categories of garbage as per the regulations. Plastics, Food Waste, Domestic Wastes, Cargo residues, etc are distinguished into various categories of
garbage. So, when the products are discharged or disposed ashore at shore reception facilities, entries must be made in the loghook with respect to that particular product only.
For example, discharge of Cooking Oil cannot be classified as Food Waste or Cargo Residue cannot be entered as Operational Wastes. Most mistakes happen when quantities of discharged garbage entered in the logbook are found in vague amounts.

ERGINE LG o My DATE

. Y ———— - BT

R P ] RN e o Eom e

e e e e e = ] - p— —r [——

The Person in Charge must amount the garbage onboard as per the international requirements and generally measured in cubic meters. During the inspection, it has been found that recognizing the accuracy of the amount of garbage discharged or offloaded has not been converted precisely with sundry amounts entered in the log. What’s more, the
same mistake has been found to be ‘copied/pasted’ throughout other entries. For example, 0.5m3 of garbage amounts to 500 litres by volume. So, if 500 litres by volume of plastics are disposed of ashore every 3 days (assuming the vessel is in port) it calls for a recalculation. Sometimes, entered amount 0.5m3 is mistaken for the actual amount
discharged 0.05m3 (50 litres by volume). This is a reason for concern. Each entry must be countersigned by the Person in Charge and Master to endorse all the entries for closure. Overwriting an entry must be avoided at all costs. It is always recommended to strike the incorrect entry cleanly and provide initials. The Ship’s position must be logged
down along with the time when garbage was discharged at sea. Care must be taken here that all discharges at sea comply with MARPOL Annex V regulations. It is a good idea to plot the same on the chart for easy reference. In the next article, we will take a look at some more points to be considered while filling three more important record books on
ships. Disclaimer: The authors’ views expressed in this article do not necessarily reflect the views of Marine Insight. Data and charts, if used, in the article have been sourced from available information and have not been authenticated by any statutory authority. The author and Marine Insight do not claim it to be accurate nor accept any responsibility
for the same. The views constitute only the opinions and do not constitute any guidelines or recommendations on any course of action to be followed by the reader. Logbooks are an important part of daily routines carried out onboard ships as they help in keeping together all important records and parameters for future reference. Similar to the points
discussed in our previous article on entries in bridge log book, it is important that ship engineers are also liable to maintain a separate Engine Room Log Book as part of their routine. In this article, we will discuss the important things that are to be mentioned in the engine room log book. An engine room logbook is a track record of all ship machinery
parameters, performance, maintenance, and malfunctions. The recorded values and information are used as a reference, to compare and record data to assess the ongoing performance of different engine room machinery. The log book entries are very important during machinery breakdown and accidents are also taken as reference or evidence by
the insurance company, surveyor etc. for the insurance claim if some accidents take place. A responsible marine engineer Watchkeeper has to fill the logbook for his/her own watch period without fail, along with the signatures of all watchkeepers for their concerned watch timings. Chief engineer also must countersign this book every day to make
sure all the entries are being filled in it as per the company requirement. In a manned engine room, during every watch machinery data is recorded manually taking the reading from the local gauges. It is a common practice that watchkeeper’s assistant for that particular watch (TME, Oiler etc.) has recorded all-important machinery local parameters.
The entry of these parameters must only be done by the watch-keeping engineer and not by the assistant. The following information must be written in a new logbook: Ship’s name International Maritime Organization (IMO) number Call Sign Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) Number Port of Registry Engine room team including all engineer
officers and ratings Following entries must be filled in the engine room logbook: Date and voyage where the ship is heading The position of the ship (at sea, at port or at anchorage) Readings and Parameters of Main Propulsion Engine Readings and Parameters of Auxiliary Engine (Generators) Readings and Parameters of Other running Machinery
Main engine RPM and Load on the Engine Speed of the ship in knots Daily Entry for all the lube oil ROB ( Rest or Remaining onboard) Daily entry for all grade of Fuel Oil Remaining onboard Remaining onboard value of Sludge and Bilge Running Hour Counter for important machinery Running details of Oil Pollution Prevention Equipment (Time and
Position) Record of any Major Breakdown and reason for the same Record of Incident or accident in the engine room (Fire, Flooding etc) Record of grounding, collision and other accidents Record of Major overhauling of important machinery Record of all Bunkering operation ( Time, Place and quantity) Record of all Sludge and garbage disposal
operation Remarks for additional work done in a watch Remarks for Surveys and PSC inspection Operation of MARPOL equipment with ship position in Lat and Long Remarks and entries according to national and international rules and regulations; measures takes in the interest of sea-worthiness; safety of life at sea; care of cargo; safety of the
vessel and environmental protection Record the soundings of bilges/empty tanksEvery instance of behavior by an engine room crew inside the engine room, which may result in the dismissal of that seafarer or other disciplinary measures, including behavior involving violence, causing danger to any person, criminal damage, alcohol, or the use, supply,
or possession of controlled drugs or the misuse of any prescription medicine The presence of stowaway on board Acts of piracy against the ship or acts of piracy witnessed against another ship Interventions by a port state or coastal state affecting the normal operation of the ship, including detention of the ship for violation of safety or marine
environment protection standards Any kind of civil claims Upon the arrival or departure of a vessel from a port, the present quantity of sludge/ bilge and fuel and lube 0il quantity on ship must be recorded Upon the departure of the vessel from every port, the quantity of fuel and lube oil received at port must be recorded During the staying of a vessel
in a port, the following must be recorded: - Any spare or machinery part loaded or discharged. - The receipt, if any, of fuel, and other supplies. - Whether There were any crew change and name/rank of new engine room crew Signature of the concerned watchkeeper Signature of Chief engineer to make sure all entries are in position Few things to be
kept in mind while entering records/ data in ship’s engine room log book: Time format in hours using four digits - 0001 to 2400 All entries must be in readable handwriting and must record all events clearly, briefly and accurately. The duration of the voyage over the last 24 hours taking into consideration the hour change A ship shall be required to
preserve the official logbook for a period of 3 years after the last entry was made If a wrong entry has been made, it should be corrected by single strike along with the signature of the Watchkeeper, who corrected the entry The log book should be kept in the engine room and should be readily available for inspection demanded by: - Company
appointed Executive Office/ internal surveyor - Class surveyor or insurance surveyor - The port state authority at a port Under the Maritime regulations, following acts by a ship staff are considered as an offence: If a person destroys or mutilates an engine-room loghook or an entry in an engine-room logbook If a person renders illegible to make an
entry in an engine-room logbook If a person makes a false or fraudulent entry in, or an omission from, an engine-room logbook If a person signs an entry in an engine-room logbook knowing the entry to be false or fraudulent You may also like to read - What is Chain Register On Board Ships?
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