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AT THE PIKE COUNTY FAIR
June 4-8, 2024

SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE - LINK ON WEBSITE!
$60 - adult $40 - kids rides included with admission only - 4 and under free
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Pike County Fair Schedule
June 4-8

Tuesday - Queen Pageant - 7 PM, under pavilion • Horse Speed Show • Sheep and Goats - 9 AM
Wednesday - Heartland Garden Tractor Pull - 6 PM  • Beef - 1 PM

IFPA Truck and Tractor Pull - 6:30 PM • 2 tracks
Thursday - Swine - 9:30 AM • ITPA Truck and Tractor Pull - 6:30 PM • Pedal Pull - 6:30 PM

Friday -  Full Throttle Monster Trucks - 7 PM
Saturday - Baby Contest - 10 AM • Little Mr. & Miss Contest - 11 AM 

Domination Motorsports Southern Memorial #9 Tour Demolition Derby - 6:30 PM

LIVESTOCK TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

Pike County Fair Index
Queen Pageant - Page 5

Baby & Little Mr. & Miss Contest - Page 6
Monster Trucks - Page 8

Demolition Derby - Page 9
Speed Horse Show - Page 33

Livestock, Education, Art, Ag Produce - Pages 40-56
Larry Hill - Tractor Pull History - 64-66

Tractor Pull - Page 67
Local Business Spotlight - 68+69

2024 Presenting Sponsors

BUCHANAN 
EXCAVATING
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Show Times:
Tue. - 6 & 8 p.m.
Wed. - 6 & 8 p.m.
Thur. -  6 & 8 p.m.
Fri. - 6 & 8 p.m.

Sat. - 4, 6 & 8 p.m.

ADMISSION INCLUDE CARNIVAL RIDES

ADMISSION & FEES
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2024 Heartland Pullers Schedule
Date Time  Location Event

Saturday, June 1, 2024  11 A.M. Mendon, IL Tech Day/Test & Tune
Wednesday, June 5, 2024  6 P.M Pleasant Hill, IL Pike County Fair
Sunday, June 23, 2024 12 P.M. Griggsville, IL Western IL Fair
Wednesday, July 10, 2024  6 P.M. Lewiston, MO Lewis County Fair
Saturday, July 20, 2024 6 P.M Pittsfield, IL Pittsfield Lake Pull
Sunday, July 28, 2024 11 A.M. Adams Co, IL Adams Co. Fair
Tuesday, July 30, 2024 6 P.M. Palmyra, MO Marion Co. Fair
Saturday, September 14, 2024 11 A.M. Pittsfield, IL Pittsfield Lake Pull

*Schedule subject to change

Heartland Garden Tractor Pullers 
& IFPA Pull South Track - 6:00 PM

750, 850 lb. Kids Classes
950/1050 Small Tire
950/1050 Big Tire

950/1050 Sportsman
1050, 1100 Predator

1050, 1100 Stock Twin
1050 Big Twin - 2 Hooks

1050 Stock Altered - 2 Hooks
1200 750CC Light Outlaw - 2 Hooks

Pedal Tractor Pull - Thursday 6:30 PM
Pedal Pull Sponsored by Crowder Seed Sales
Classes: 30-45lbs. • 46-60 lbs.  • 61-80 lbs. • 81-100 lbs.
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221 Mansion St. • Louisiana, Mo • 573-725-5109
the.pierre.221@gmail.com

"In House Pizza, Wings, Sports at the bridge"
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2024 Pike County Fair Grant Sponsor

Full Moon Farms Petting Zoo & Pony Rides

Visit us daily at the fair!



-12-

Pike County Concrete
1501 Kamar Dr.

Pittsfield, IL 62363
Plant - 217-285-5548
Office - 217-285-2808
Fax - 217-285-4255

Lorc Weir 
217-242-2275

Ewers Dozing
217-779-7537



-13-

KC's Home & Hardware
117 E Quincy St, Pleasant Hill, IL 

(217) 734-2116

Casteels
110 W. Adams St. Pittsfield

217-285-4488

Proud to 
support 

the 
Pike County 

Fair!



-14-

903 IL-16 Jerseyville
618-498-4274

Bank of 
Springfield
3400 Wabash 
Ave, 
Springfield, IL
(217) 529-5555
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Jon Borrowman, Application Sales Altorfer Inc.

 Phone: 217-935-8550
Mobile: 217-836-0867

Email: jon.borrowman@altorfer.com

9670 Tabor Rd • Clinton, IL  61727

www.altorferag.com
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Hannels Service Inc.
Matt Fuhler, Owner

Full Auto Repairs & Tires
207 W. Quincy St. 

P.O. Box 466 
Pleasant Hill, IL 62366

P: 217-734-9013
F: 217-734-9467

hannelsservice@outlook.com

204 Bay St in Pleasant Hill 
• Rooms Available
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217-289-3555
www.bntrucking.net

www.sloans.com
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PLEASANT HILL
217-734-2395

Proud Supporter of the Fair!

618-535-0033NOW HIRING:
Production Welders

Assemblers
Service Technicians
Material Handlers

800-788-8085
DOYLEMFG.com

Palmyra, MO
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SOUTHERN PIKE
PUMPING

Rick Rodhouse Agency

103 South Main Street
Pleasant Hill, IL 62366

(217) 7345-2334

AUTO   HOME   LIFE   BUSINESS   FARM\CROP
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Louisiana, MO
(573) 754-6940

Bowling Green, MO
(573) 470-8170

573-324-6820
13688 Hwy Y, Bowling Green, MO

• Crop Production • Seed • Fertilizer • Custom Services
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Tom Wombles Dozing and TilingTom Wombles Dozing and Tiling

We have the years of experience & machines to do your job right.
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202 6th St., Pleasant Hill

217-734-2812
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For all your 
farmland 

investment and 
crop insurance 

needs!

Janice K. Ritchart, AGENT
Eric Kirgan, AFFILIATE AGENT
P.O. BOX 497, 1205 W. Washington
Pittsfield, IL 62363-1656
Bus.: (217) 285-4545 •1-800-205-5211

June 5-8
4 Shows 
Per Day
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Continued to next page

Matt Kamp
Kamp Seed Company, Area Dealer

618-535-8233
matt.kamp@plantbecks.com

Batchtown, IL
6767 E. 276th St., Atlanta, IN 46031

• O - 317-984-3508 • F - 317984-3500

Western 
Illinois 

Feed LLC
Pleasant Hill, IL
217-734-2363”

Proudly
Supports

The 
Pike County 

Fair!
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Pittsfield, IL
twaters72@hotmail.com
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Window Installation & Repair,
 Doors Siding Remodeling

217-257-8232

1258 W. Washington, Pittsfield, IL
217-922-0067
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217-248-7085
1111 E Washington St PIttsfield IL

Proud Supporter of 
2024 Pike County Fair
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1071 West Washington , Pittsfield, IL, United States, Illinois

(217) 430-2985
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Cade Hayden
Territory Manager | West Central Illinois

217-407-1351
cade.hayden@corteva.com
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See you at 
the Fair!
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6767 E. 276th St. Atlanta, IN 46031
O 317-984-3508
F 317-984-3500



DEPARTMENT A – BEEF CATTLE

Show: June 5th - Start 1:00 pm
Superintendents: Mary Barnes 217-473-7091 and Cindy Gerard 217-473-1324

All entries due by May 24, 2024
Total Premium Offered - $13,315

1st $50.00, 2nd $45.00, 3rd $40.00, 4th $35.00 5th $30.00
Entry Fee: $15.00 – Pen Fee $10.00 per head

Online Entries will be available by May 1st and the link is :
 https://www.BlueRibbonFair.com/BRFairProd/BlueRibbonStart.aspx?ID=2011 or contact Cindy
Gerard at 217-473-1324 or by email at pikecountyilfair@outlook.com

Specific Department Rules

● Exhibitors must own animals 30 days prior to show.
● Health papers must accompany all animals and be shown to the superintendent upon

request.
● Champion classes are limited to 1st place animals. No entry fees for champion classes.
● There will be only 2 monies per exhibitor per class.
● Exhibitors must sign receipt of payment for premium checks to be released. Contact Cindy

Gerard or Cole McKinnon, Treasurer, for any questions.
● Animals will not be released until June 5 and signed receipts for premium checks received.

● All animals must be in place by 1:00pm on June 4th, 2024.
● Steer weight In 6/4/2024 5:00pm
● Must have registration papers – No Show, No Refund.
● The superintendent has the right to combine classes if only ONE animal is entered in a class. A

minimum of five animals are required for any breed.
● All animals showing in group classes must show in a single class
● Show order Hereford, Angus, Shorthorn,Simmental, Cross/AOB, Miniature

Overall Grand Champion Steer—$200 and Plaque #14-110

Overall Reserve Grand Champion Steer- $100 andPlaque #14-711

Overall Grand Champion Female—$200 and Plaque #15-110

Overall Reserve Grand Champion Female- $100 and Plaque #15-711

Overall Grand Champion Bull - $100 and Plaque #19-110

Overall Reserve Grand Champion Bull - Ribbon #19-711

Junior Beef Showmanship—Plaque #16-110

Senior Beef Showmanship—Plaque#17-110

-47-

https://www.blueribbonfair.com/BRFairProd/BlueRibbonStart.aspx?ID=2011
mailto:pikecountyilfair@outlook.com
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Nebo, IL - 217-491-5276
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See you at 
the fair! 
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Jacob Millard - 217-381-8227

Syngenta

Department U - Goat Open Show 
June 4, 2024, following Sheep Show 

Superintendent: Kaylee Harrison 217-730-2109 
All entries due by May 24, 2024 

Total Premium Offered $ 1,480.00 
1st -$26; 2nd -$23; 3rd- $20; 4th - $17; 5th -$14 

Entry Fee $8.00 per class Pen Rent $5 per head 

Specific Department Rules 
• Exhibitors must own animals 30 days prior to the show. 
• Health papers must accompany all animals and be shown to the superintendent upon request. 
• Any animal showing signs of infections, contagious, or communicable diseases are subject to 

quarantine or removal from the fairgrounds. 
• The fair reserves the right to cancel, revise, or substitute a class for the best interest of the 

show. 
• Champion classes are limited to 1st place animals. No entry fees for champion classes. 
• There will only be two entries per exhibitor per class. 
• All animals must be in place by June 3, 2024, by 8:00 pm 
• Exhibitors must sign receipt of payment for premium checks to be released. Contact Cindy 

Gerard or Cole McKinnon, Treasurer, for any questions. 

Online Entries will be available by May 1st and the link is : 

https://www.BlueRibbonFair.com/BRFairProd/BlueRibbonStart.aspx?ID=2011 or you may 
contact Cindy Gerard at 217-473-1324 or by email at pikecountyilfair@outlook.com 

Grand Champion Doe - $ 55, Plaque and rosette 
Reserve Grand Champion Doe - $ 40 rosette 
Champion Meat Wether - $ 60, Plaque and rosette 
Reserve Champion Meat Wether - $ 40 , rosette 
Grand Champion Buck- $55 ,Plaque and rosette 
Reserve Grand Champion Buck-$ 30 Plaque 
Junior Showmanship - Plaque 
Senior Showmanship- Plaque 

Open Goat Show 

Late Junior Kid Does- April 1 to Show Date 

Junior Kid Does - January 1 to March 31 
Fall Kid Does- September 1 to Dec 31 
Yearlinas 1 Year and Under 2 Years Does 
2-3-vear-old Does 
Pair of Does - Any aae. 
Junior Kid - January 1 to Show Date Bucks 
Fall Kid - Seotember 1 to Dec 31 Bucks 
Pair of Bucks - anv aae 
Meat Wethers- Liahtweia ht 80-100 lbs. 
Meat Wethers- Medium weiaht 101-110 lbs. 
Meat Wethers - Heavvweiaht 111 And Up 
Goat Showmanshio Senior- 13 and older 
Goat Showmanship Junior- under 13 

QUINCY MEDICAL GROUP 

Quincy• Barry• Pittsfield • Pleasant Hill • Mt. Sterling • Winchester 

QUINCYMEDGROUP.COM/FLOURISH 

U-1-1 

U-1-2 
U-1-3 
U-1-4 
U-1-5 
U-1-6 
U-2-1 
U-2-2 
U-2-3 
U-3-1 
U-3-2 
U-3-3 
U-4-1 
U-4-2 
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Martin Tractor, Inc.
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RONS AUTOMOTIVE

Ronnie Henry
Rockport, IL 
217-437-5471
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117 N. Madison St. 
Pittsfield, IL 62363

3820 Wismann Ln, Quincy

Pike 
County 

Republicans
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Clendenny Jones Garage
Ag-Equipment Repair Service

103 Bottom St. 
Pleasant Hill, IL 62366

(217) 734-9375
Bobby Jones
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Pike County FairPike County Fair
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3837 Fosterburg Rd., Alton IL 62002

618-259-2485



-63-

 “We are always looking for 
great people to join our team.”

Have fun at the fair! 

All Trade Construction 
Bill Howland - Pittsfield 

217-320-2364
Alltrade2005@yahoo.com

Louisiana, MO
573-754-2642
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By Cole MCKinnon

There is no shortage of history 
in Pike County when it comes 
to the topic of Truck and Tractor 
Pulling.  To name a few, there 
is the Noble Harrison shop, the 
Rodhouse Sled, the McKinnon 
family, among many others.  
But on this day we are going to 
head to the Mississippi River 
bottoms, just north of “Monster 
Road”, near the railroad tracks 
that some thrill seekers have 
been known to jump for a good 
time.  Today we get to go pay 
a visit to Larry Hill (we were 
going to meet Ronnie as well 
but he was vacationing in the 
Ozarks) where we get to hear 
about going to the first Nation-
al Farm Machinery Shows in 
Louisville, KY, a rainy mess 
in Minnesota, some historical 
facts about pulling in Pleas-
ant Hill, IL, the advancement 
of safety features through the 
years, among many others.  
  Let’s start with today.  It was a 
breezy, “warm for March in Illi-
nois” day.  Farmers are getting 
the planters ready, and some are 
planting roadside beans to stir 
up buzz at the coffee shop.  I 
pull into the Hill residence, and 
we waste no time talking about 
the pulls of yesteryear.  I think 
an important point to bring up 
is what led up to Larry and I’s 
conversation today.  Larry’s 
cousin Matt and I have been 
great friends since about 3rd 
grade.  We’ve farmed acres of 
carpet together, went to a lot 
of motorsports events together, 
Macon, MO in the 90’s, the drag 
races in Madison, IL, Tomah 
(and the Leinenkugel’s Brew-
ery), Henry, IL, Louisville, and 
many others.  Something that 
was always a topic of conversa-
tion were the “Larry and Ron-

nie clutches”.  So naturally the 
first question I asked Larry was, 
“Tell me about these clutches I 
have heard about for years”.  He 
wasted no time on his answer.  
“Well, we ended up exchanging 
information with Ron Schaefer 
from Texaco, IL.  He had a 560 
with a Crower Clutch and told 
us a few things about them.  I 
think we ended up with one of 
the first Crower’s in a 460 Far-
mall.” That answered my first 
question and started the day’s 
conversation.
Larry started pulling in 
1964/1965 on a Wards Tractor.  
“I bought this tractor for $600 
and actually fixed it up as an 
FFA project in high school”.  
This would be the tractor Lar-
ry piloted when he was 18-19 
years old at the 1st National 
Farm Machinery Show in 1969, 
taking 1st place in the 5,000 

(light) class.  “The tractor had 
a flathead Chrysler 6-cylinder 
engine” according to Larry.  I 
think it’s relevant to mention 
that when everyone from the 
area was first going to Louis-
ville, Interstate 64 did not ex-
ist.  There were no cell phones 
or other modern conveniences 
(Like Google Maps).  I asked 
Larry to take us through the first 
trip.  “I think it took probably 
close to 10 hours on the road.  
Every road was 2 lane, and I 
don’t think my truck went more 
than 50-55 MPH.  I remember 
stopping in Vincennes, IN to 
stay at a hotel, and then started 
driving the next day”.  For com-
parison to today, you can make 
that trip from Pleasant Hill in 5 
hours if you keep your foot in 
it and only stop when necessary.  
Larry made it to Louisville and 
took 1st place at the first trac-

tor pull.  When asked about the 
track, he mentioned what every 
puller still says to this day.  “It 
always had a hard bite.  Set 
the gear lower than what you 
thought and let it go”.  He also 
mentioned that “Sleds back 
then were not like they are to-
day.  Back then they started 
heavy, and they stayed heavy”.  
He also mentioned that Broad-
bent arena as we know it today 
was not there in the early years.  
“In the early years we pitted 
outside, the whole time.  That 
cold weather was rough on the 
alcohol tractors”.  In 1970 the 
Wards Tractor returned, and 
Ronnie drove that one to anoth-
er 1st place finish. Larry was 
unable to be there as he signed 
up for the National Guard in 
Fort Bragg, NC around that 
time.  Larry was able to return 
in 1971, but this time with a 
new tractor, a Farmall 460.  The 
460’s first appearance ever was 
in Bethany, MO where the trac-
tor took 1st place, but he burnt 
the clutch out.  That tractor went 
to Louisville and did not place 
in 71.  In 1972 that same 460 
took 1st place, and he got a 2nd 
place there either the next year 
or year after.  Larry says they 
always did well (at least in the 
top 8) when they went to Lou-
isville.  He thinks their last year 
was in the early 1980’s.  At that 
last pull, there were around 8 
460’s there, and he thinks about 
6 of them blew the rear ends or 
axle housings.  Before Louis-
ville, the Hill’s removed their 
cast iron decks off, and replaced 
with aluminum.  They did not 
blow theirs apart, but he said 
it definitely took some damage 
from that biting track.

SPENCER SMITH AND RONNIE HILL loaded up with the FFA project Wards Trac-
tor heading to Louisville.

LARRY, Mother Lois, Father Willie, Brother Ronnie Hill.
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  The 1st pull Larry remembers 
going to was when he was a 
child, and his dad pulled “A 
W6 International at Pleasant 
Hill.  The sled (which was a 
pan) had sandbags piled on it, 
and the tractors basically jerked 
the sled 20-30 ft. 40 foot was a 
long pull for that time. You’ll 
have to double check this, but 
I’m fairly sure the tractor then 
hooked back on to the other 
side of the sled and pulled it 
the other way, and they mea-
sured that distance too, but I’m 
not 100% sure on that”. When 
asked about more early pulling 
days, Larry says “there were 
stakes, roughly 10 feet apart 
going down the track.  A guy 
stood at each stake, and as the 
sled went past, people stepped 
on the sled.”  He then went on 
to mention that the Rodhouse’s 
built one of the early weight 
transfer sleds to help with that.  
I asked them about one of the 
crazier stories they had to share, 

which was an interesting one.  
He mentioned that they recall 
“all the local pullers finished 
pulling at a local show (they 
think Hardin, IL), and a bunch 
of them loaded up that night to 
head to Mankato, MN.  It was a 
4 day event, and we pulled on 
day #1.  I backed up to the sled 
and it started to downpour and 
rained out the rest of the pull.  
It rained so much everyone got 
stuck in the muddy pits, and we 
stayed in Ron Schaefer’s travel 
bus.  Finally, bulldozers came 
in to help clear roads, clean 
the mud off the grounds, and 
they were ready to go.  Instead 
of going home though, Darrel 
Richards and Ed Dreisden told 
us to follow them to Spencer, 
Iowa.  They said if you make 
the cut on day 1 you’ll get a 
chance to hook a second time.  
There were 54 tractors there in 
my class, and I ended up getting 
2nd place.”

 Larry also mentioned that he 

tried for years to win the M&W 
pull, because the first-place 
trophy was “a large silver cup.  
When I finally won the M&W 
they switched from the big sil-
ver cup to a regular trophy.  I 
was happy to win, but disap-
pointed in the trophy switch.”  
When asked about some of the 
guys he competed with in the 
Light Tractor Class, Donald 
McKinnon’s 180, “Which you 
can find on YouTube if you 
search Alton, IL NTPA 1973”  
“Russel Miner was one of the 
only guys I knew that ran the 
Wards tractor with the Wards 
tires, which were their own type 
of tire similar to a road grader”.  
Other friends and competitors 
noted were “Ron Schaefer, 
Lloyd/Steve Wiewell, PC Long, 
the Brabec’s, Doug Leek, Hen-
ry Piper, the Carroll family’s 
Levee Leeper, Dave Marino, 
Roy Talon’s 4010, and Kimber 
Wilson of Smithfield.” 
   The last part we talked about 

was the evolution of safety and 
safety equipment. He remem-
bers watching “the guy in front 
of me at Louisville who had a 
bucket seat.  He took off, and 
the tractor kept coming up and 
he never let off of it.  The tractor 
came over on top of him (this is 
pre-wheelie bars) and the steer-
ing wheel was stuck up under 
his ribs, I thought he was dead 
when we got there.”  When they 
lifted the tractor off him, he was 
pretty banged up, but overall 
ok. “He ended up getting some 
plastic ribs or something, but 
he made it”.  In Kansas City, he 
witnessed another tractor come 
over on top of a puller and this 
guy “had to lay on a board while 
we waited on an ambulance.  
This was before EMS was re-
quired to be on the grounds 
during an event”.  

And the most notable was the 
modified tractor in the early 70’s 
where the flywheel came out of 
the tractor in Pleasant Hill 
(next page bottom left).  
“There was a woman leaning 
against a post, and the 
flywheel/shrapnel hit her in the 
foot and she lost part of her 
foot”.  
   Toward the early 80’s, 
Larry said they converted to 
diesel, and went with port 
injection. From there they 
began staging turbo chargers, 
and then start-ed blowing the 
bottom ends out of the engines.  
They tried heat treating rods, 
and that didn’t work.  It 
became apparent that they’d 
have to start upgrading the 
lower end, and he started 
with a new set of Crower rods.  
The rods took a long time to 
get to him, and by that time, 
the tractor had been sitting long 
enough that he realized it was 
probably the end of tractor 
pulling.  

LARRY winning 1972 with Haywood Hale Broun.

BELIEVED to be Pleasant Hill in the early 1970s LARRY, Al Hagen and Frank Hoagin.
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L-R Charlotte and Brian leaving for Kansas City Royal Arena, 1975, Brian in Kansas City, Roseville, IL tractor pull.

Larry’s tractor sold off in parts, 
with the frame and chassis going 
to Missouri.  Ronnie’s 460 end-
ed up in Canada.  They hauled 
it to the border in Minnesota, 
and that was it.  Finally, as our 
conversation drew to a close, I 
had to ask if they were still pri-
marily a Case IH farm family.  
“We’ve pretty much switched 
to John Deere for farming, but 

I’ve still got the 1206 (Bottom-
right) in the shed”.  
   They ll work on the family 
farm that Willie Hill started in 
1942.  Larry and Charlotte’s 
home remains on site and Lar-
ry’s grandson Kendrick lives in 
their old homeplace and works 
on the farm full time.  Willie 
passed in 1988 and the heritage 
continued.  Larry’s late son Bri-

an and wife Marsha live just a 
few miles away.  Brian worked 
at Titan Wheel for a few years 
after school and helped farm 
during busy season. Brian went 
full-time farming in 1998. Bri-
an loved tractor pulling from 
an early age and that continued 
throughout his life.  If there was 
a pull in the area, he was prob-
ably there, and was always the 

life of the grandstands, some-
one that was fun to be around.  
Unfortunately, Brian lost his 
fight with kidney cancer in Au-
gust 2022.  I’d like you to take 
the next few moments and re-
member Brian Matthew Hill - 
7/24/1972-8/13/2022.
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Dept Q1 - Truck and Tractor Pull
Wednesday, June 5 - 6:00 p.m. - IFPA Classes

Presented by Martin Tractor
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Business Name: 
Sugar & Smoke
Location: 1258 W Washington St, Pittsfield, IL

Owner Name(s) and family:   Marvin & Leah 
Wilke; John and Robin Brummell
Industry/Product: BBQ Restaurant
What inspired you to enter this business?  
We started with a food truck business prior 
to 2020 and recognized a need in our area for 
a sit down restaurant with this type of food. 
What is one thing you love about own-
ing a business in Pike County?  The peo-
ple in Pike County are what keeps us do-
ing what we do! They are supportive of 
us being locals and they love good BBQ! 
What is something that has surprised you the 
most about this business (or being in business 
in general)?  Probably the biggest surprise is 
how fast we have grown in 6 months. We love 
being able to serve the people of Pike County 
and the surrounding areas!
What would you like to say to your customers 
and local residents?  Thank you for supporting 
us! We see you and feel the love and could not be 
more proud to be residents and business owners 
in Pike County!
How do people reach you or learn more about 
your business?  We do a lot with social media 
and are currently working on a website or reach 
us at 217-922-0067

Local Business Spotlight



Business Name: 
The Pearl Diner
Location: Pearl, IL

Owner Name(s) and family:  
Everett and Polly Bugg.  Everett 
is from Pearl and attended East 
Pike Schools.  His grandfather 
Milford owned the feed store 
in Pearl and his uncle Brace 
Blair owned the grocery store. 
Industry/Product: The Pearl 
Diner is a small hometown 
restaurant that serves home 
cooked meals to include plate 
lunch specials such as burgers, 
chicken and noodles, soups, 
smothered pork chops, meat 
loaf. Our customers particular-
ly like our pork tenderloins and 
fritters, omelets, fried chicken 
and of course local tradition of 
catfish fritters and buffalo on 
Friday. Sundays we serve fried 
chicken dinners with all the trim-
mings. It has become a place for 
fiends to meet, we’ve held fami-
ly reunions and birthday parties. 
We hold bible study on Thursday 
night after we close. Recently 
we held a steak dinner with mu-
sical entertainment to celebrate 
our 1 year anniversary Feb 14.
What inspired you to enter this 
business?  Our inspiration was 
“coming home”.  My husband 
being from Pearl and both of us 
retired wanted to come back and 
give back to his hometown and 
be with his family and friends. 
We thought opening the diner 

was the best way to do that.  So 
we did and it has been a blessing. 
The town has opened up to us 
and so many have pitched in to 
help with everything from con-
struction to cooking!  Plus, this 
part of Illinois and Pike County 
is truly beautiful.
What is one thing you love 
about owning a business in 
Pike County?  Well I love it for 
my husband because it’s home. I 
think we all feel a “pull” to come 
home sometime in our lives es-
pecially if that home and grow-
ing up was as memorable and 
beautiful as he describes being a 
kid and growing up in Pearl. It 
wasn’t always “roses” but they 
survived together and are proud 
of the traditional all American 
values they leaned on to get 
through and still live by today. 
Some of the stories these folks 
can recall to you are absolutely 
fascinating!
What is something that has 
surprised you the most about 
this business (or being in busi-
ness in general)?  What has 
surprised me?? I Don’t know if 
surprises me would be the right 
sentiment but, in this day and 
age that longing for the old fash-
ioned values we had years ago is 
hard to find in a commu-
nity. Sadly, most young 
people won’t experience 
that at college or in the 
places they choose to start 
their families. In many 

places that simply died became 
old fashioned and obsolete. We 
hoped we’d still find it in Pearl 
and it’s still here.
What would you like to say to 
your customers and local resi-
dents?  What I’d like to say to 
our customers and residents is 
the biggest thank you!! Without 
you none of this would work. 
Talking and collaborating with 
you every day is the true reason 
people are part of a community 
and call a place home and Pearl 
is home. One last thing I’d like 
to say. People come to the Din-
er and always ask “what did this 
building used to be??” Most of 
them know before they ask, but 
they try to be polite!  I tell them 
the truth the Diner is in the for-
mer Hanks and Grueber funeral 
home. But that is another sto-
ry!!!!
How do people reach you or 
learn more about your busi-
ness?  To reach us come on 
down!! We are open Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 
6-6. Friday 6-8.  Saturday and
Sunday 6-4.  Closed Tuesdays.
Call 217 285 3510. We have
carry-out as well. The address
is 305 Front St. in Pearl.

Local Business Spotlight
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JOHN YOUNG, of Nashville, IL, begins his pull in the Light Modified class. Young drove his tractor, Old Windy 
to a 6th place finish. While he wasn’t thrilled with his performance, spectators were impressed with the design of 
his tractor. People gathered around Old Windy, admiring the writing and perfectly painted tornado. The ITPA an-
nouncer noted Young is one of the best pullers in the state, having one many competitions since his debut.  2023      
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2024 OFFICERS
Joe Collard - President

Tara Lammy - Vice President
Lacey Waters - Secretary

Cole McKinnon - Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS
Beth Burdick, Bill Burdick, Heather Bratsch, Cassi McElfresh, 

Cindy Yokem, Cindy Gerard, Cody Bowen, 
Alicia Niffen, Haylee Rodgers, Jeff Gerard, 

Jennifer Fray, Lou Denman, Robert Jones, Tanner McElfresh, 
Wanda Throne, Sonny McKinnon, Mary Barnes, Payton Dean

2024 PIKE COUNTY FAIR BOARD 

Committee Chairmen
Bill Burdick - Demolition Derby and Vendors

Joe Collard - Other Entertainment and Volunteers
Cindy Gerard - Livestock

Wanda Throne - Horse Show
Sonny McKinnon/Cole McKinnon/Tanner McElfresh - Truck and Tractor Pulls

Robert Jones - Beer Garden
Jennifer Fray/Juliana fray - Queen Pageant

Tara Lammy & Payton Dean & Little Mr. & Miss Pageant
Dana Collard - Food Stand
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