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CONFERENCE ROOM 

Rectora         Consuelo Navarro 

Assistant Rectora       Olga Bourge 

Spiritual Director       Father Adalberto Sanchez 

Assistant Spiritual Director      Deacon Carlos Navarro 

Ideal         Meg Lachat 

Habitual Grace        Deacon Nacho Felix 

Layperson in the Church      Linda Kasper 

Actual Grace        Deacon Kevin Prunty 

Piety         Rosalind Fiepke 

Study         Cathy Vendemia 

Sacraments        Father Adalberto Sanchez 

Action         Vicki Scull 

Obstacles to Life in Grace      Deacon Rick Martin 

Leaders         Tiffany Guthrie 

Study of Environment       Lenore Zegiel 

Life in Grace        Sister Mary Paul Asoegwu 

Christianity in Action       Adamy Martinez 

Cursillista Beyond Cursillo      Pat Frieders 

Total Security        Consuelo Navarro 

 

Music Team     Chapel    Liaison Team 

Lori Kedzie (Head)   Brenda Morones (Head)   Isabel Renteria (Head) 

Sara Blaser    Natalie Albavera   Christina Bisbikis 

Michele Cole    Mary Jo Lyons    Allison Clayton 

Lisa Stang    Carmen Navarro   Darcie Hernandez 

          Candace Marsh 



100th Women’s Cursillo Weekend 

May 2 – 5, 2019 

“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are RESTLESS until they 

rest in YOU.” 
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KITCHEN TEAM 

Sandy Ondrla – Kitchen Head 

Stephanie Daliege – Kitchen Head Assistant 

Debbie Gunness – Kitchen Head Assistant 

Donna Herrmann – Team Spiritual Head 

Sue Crumpton – Team Spiritual Assistant 

Mary Mendoza – Team Spiritual Assistant 

Faith      Hope     Charity 

Sharon Schwarzbauer    Beth Lachat    Kim Alberth 

(Kitchen Mom)     (Kitchen Mom)    (Kitchen Mom) 

Linda Abramowicz    Elena Blackwell            Arlene Courtney 

Donna Fitzpatrick    Shelly Kasper    Laura Greer 

Francys Johnson    Mary Luetkenhaus              Patti Hartmann 

Maria Martinez    Camille Michels-Ernst   Janet Kujawa 

Sarah Treadway    Anne Stevens    Cynthia Penne 

      Judy Wolff           Maureen Redmer 

 

 

RECONCILIATION PRIESTS 

Fr. Robert Gonnella (St. Patrick, St. Charles) 

Fr. Ruben Herrera (St. Patrick, Rochelle) 

Fr. Robert Jones (St. Katharine Drexel, Sugar Grove) 

Fr. Bonaventure Okoro (St. James, Lee) 

Fr. Adalberto Sanchez (St. Rita, Aurora) 



Pictured Above 

Assistant Rectora Olga Bourge 

& 

Rectora Consuelo Navarro 

Pictured from Left to Right 

Deacon Carlos Navarro, Olga Bourge,  

Consuelo Navarro, Father Adalberto Sanchez 



St. Rita- Left to Right… Below 

Linda Kasper, Lenore Zegiel, Jennifer Paul, Kathy Kuebel, 

Maureen Keller, Adamy Martinez 

St. Margaret- Left to Right… Above 

Rosalind Fiepke, Karen Moore, Karyn Leali, Vicki Scull, Peg 

Quinn, Sandy Province 

St. Therese- Left to Right… Below 

Pat Frieders, Louise Sanchez, Cathy Vendemia, Brenda 

Woods, Shannon Bailey, Meg Lachat 

St. Anne- Left to Right… Below 

Michelle O’Leary, Tiffany Guthrie, April Stewart, 

Rosalina Garcia, Yolanda Kurtis 



Mary Jo Lyons, Brenda Morones (Head), Carmen Navarro,  

Natalie Albavera 



Lori Kedzie (Head), Sara Blaser, Lisa Stang , Michele Cole 



Darcie Hernandez, Candace Marsh, Christina Bisbikis, Isabel Renteria (Head) 

Not Pictured: Allison Clayton 



Debbie Gunness, Stephanie Daliege, Sandy Ondrla (Head) 



Mary Mendoza, Donna Herrmann (Head), Sue Crampton 



Faith Above… 

Francys Johnson, Donna Fitzpatrick, Sharon Schwarzbau-

er (Kitchen Mom), Maria Martinez, Linda Abramowicz, 

Sarah Treadway 

Hope… Below 

Camille Michels-Ernst, Mary Luetkenhaus, Elena Blackwell, 

Shelly Kasper, Judy Wolff, Beth Lachat (Kitchen Mom) 

Charity… Below 

Laura Greer, Cynthia Penne, Janet Kujawa, Maureen Redmer, 

Patti Hartmann, Debbie Gunness, Arlene Courtney, Kim Alberth 

(Kitchen Mom) 













Candidates

First Name Last Name Parish - Town, State Address City State Zip Telephone E-mail

April Stewart Holy Apostles, McHenry 3605 N. Fairview Ave. Johnsburg IL 60051 (815) 404-8070 nanastewart@comcast.net

Brenda Woods Immaculate Conception - Fulton, IL 1209 3rd Ave. Fulton IL 61252 (563) 249-3625 bjanewoods@gmail.com

Jennifer Paul St. James, Belvidere 12409 Olson Rd. Caledonia IL 61011 (815) 521-3957 TonJenPaul@aol.com

Karen Moon Christ the Teacher - Dekalb, IL 683 Blackstone Ct Dekalb IL 60115 (815) 742-2175 wermoons@frontier.com

Karyn Leali St. Peters - Spring Grove 8207 Penny Lane Richmond IL 60071 (846) 337-5075 kleali5@outlook.com  

Kathy Kuebel Immaculate Conception - Fulton, IL 910 11th Ave Fulton IL 61252 (815) 441-4954 klkuebel@yahoo.com

Louise Sanchez St. Marys, Sycamore 92 East South Ave. Courtland IL 60112 (815) 217-9881 None  

Maureen Keller St. Patrick - McHenry, IL 3411 W Fairway Dr. McHenry IL 60050 (815) 382-0336 keller3411@gmail.com

Peg Quinn Holy Cross - Batavia, IL 800 Morris Ct Batavia IL 60510 (630) 272-4644 peggysheehan@sbcglobal.net

Rosalina Garcia St. John Vianney - Northlake, IL 116 Golfview Dr. Northlake IL 60164 (708) 307-1509 None  

Sandy Province St. John Vianney - Northlake, IL 430 N. Elm Ave. Elmhurst IL 60126 (630) 254-5160 mcsprov@comcast.net

Shannon Bailey St. James - Lee, IL 3115 Cottage Hill Rd. Paw Paw IL 61353 (630) 777-6716 shannonbailey.993@gmail.com

Yolanda Kurtis Mary Queen of Heaven - Cicero, IL 3202 S 52nd Ct. Cicero IL 60804 (630) 317-4068 yjajkurtis@yahoo.com

100thWomen's Cursillo

May 2 - 5, 2015
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INITIAL Name Parish - Town, State Address City

Abramowicz, Linda St. Mary Parish - Oregon, IL 500 N 5th St Oregon

Albavera, Natalie St. Laurence - Elgin, IL 18 Garden Crescent Ct. Elgin

Alberth, Kim St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Hampshire, IL 433 Fox Run Ln Hampshire

Aurand, Tricia St. Peter - Geneva, IL 201 Charles St Geneva

Bisbikis, Christina St. Mary - Elgin, IL 260 Gifford Pl Elgin

Blackwell, Elena St. Joseph - Aurora, IL 1202 Solfisburg Ave. Aurora

Blaser, Sara St. Mary - Sycamore, IL 1616 Larson St. Sycamore

Bourge, Olga St. Rita of Cascia - Aurora, IL 812 Honeysuckle Ln Aurora

Clayton, Allison St. Mary's - Plainfield, IL 25020 W Prairie Grove Dr Plainfield

Cole, Michele St. Mary - Sycamore, IL 1327 Devonshire Dr. S Sycamore

Courtney, Arlene St. James - Belvidere, IL 641 Willow St Belvidere

Crumpton, Sue St. James - Lee, IL 220 W. Hardanger Gate Lee

Daliege, Stephanie St. John Vianney - Northlake, IL 4236 Highland Ave. Downers Grove

Essling, Lisa St. Katharine Drexal - Sugar Grove, IL 2S940 IL Rt 47 Elburn

Fiepke, Rosalind St. Bridget - Loves Park, IL 8109 Mildred Rd Machesney Park

Fitzpatrick, Donna St. James - Belvidere, IL 134 Brandywine Dr. Poplar Grove

Frieders, Pat St. Katharine Drexal - Sugar Grove, IL 1681 Brightwood Pl Aurora

Greer, Laura St. James - Belvidere, IL 335 W Boone St Belvidere

Gunness, Debbie Holy Apostles - McHenry, IL 203 S Valley Rd McHenry

Guthrie, Tiffany Holy Angels Parish - Aurora, IL 2446 Deerfield Dr Aurora

Hartmann, Patti St. Patrick - McHenry, IL 4607 Shore Dr McHenry

Hernandez, Darcie St. Peter Parish - Aurora, IL 850 Noren Ct Aurora

Herrmann, Donna St. James - Lee, IL 13287 Shabbona Rd Shabbona

Homuth, Georgy St. Bridget - Loves Park, IL 10604 Banyan Dr. Machesney Park

Johnson, Francys St. Bridget - Loves Park, IL 2516 Chickadee Trail EAST Rockford

Kasper, Linda Holy Spirit - Naperville, IL 23645 Deer Chase Lane Naperville

Kasper, Shelly Holy Spirit - Naperville, IL 23645 Deer Chase Lane Naperville

Kedzie, Lori St. Mary - Sycamore, IL 1321 N 14th St Dekalb

Kujawa, Janet St. James - Belvidere, IL 2910 Howard St. Poplar Grove

Lachat, Beth Holy Angels Parish - Aurora, IL 1357 Natalie Ln Aurora

Lachat, Meg Our Lady of Mercy - Aurora, IL 1357 Natalie Ln Aurora

Luetkenhaus, Mary St. James - Belvidere, IL 510 Church St Belvidere

Lyons, Mary Jo Holy Cross - Batavia, IL 3S140 Nelson Lake Rd. Batavia

Mancini, Donna St. Charles Borromeo Parish - Hampshire, IL 134 Briarwood Dr. Gilberts

Marsh, Candace St. Patrick - McHenry, IL 594 Yale Lane Island Lake

Martinez, Adamy St. Rita of Cascia - Aurora, IL 353 Timber Oaks Dr North Aurora

Martinez, Maria St. Peter Parish - Aurora, IL 606 Edwards St. Aurora

Mendoza, Mary St. James - Lee, IL 3115 Cottage Hill Rd. Paw Paw

Michels-Ernst, Camille Holy Angels Parish - Aurora, IL 2375 Goldenrod Ct Aurora

Morones, Brenda St. Peter Parish - Aurora, IL 2620 Avalon Ln Montgomery

Navarro, Carmen St. Peter Parish - Aurora, IL 940 Arlon Rd Aurora

Navarro, Consuelo St. Peter Parish - Aurora, IL 5742 Danielle Lane Yorkville

O'Leary, Michelle St. Mary - Woodstock, IL 14254 Castlebar Tr Woodstock

Ondrla, Sandy St. John Vianney - Northlake, IL 314 W. Fremont Ave. Elmhurst

Penne, Cynthia Our Lady of Mercy - Aurora, IL 2794 Rosehall Lane Aurora

Redmer, Maureen St. Francis deSales - Lake Geneva, WI 1155 Lake Geneva Blvd Lake Geneva

Renteria, Isabel St. Joseph - Aurora, IL 1862 Plain Ave. Aurora

Schwarzbauer, Sharon Holy Cross - Batavia, IL 1015 Mark Twain Trail Batavia

Scull, Vicki St. Mary Parish - Oregon, IL 451 W. Red Tail Ln Oregon

Stang, Lisa St. Mary's - Sycamore, IL 1031 Wellington Ct Sycamore

Treadway, Sarah St. James - Lee, IL 188 Chicago Rd. Paw Paw

Vendemia, Cathy St. James - Belvidere, IL 107 Wenatchee Way Poplar Grove

Zegiel, Lenore Holy Apostles - McHenry, IL 6711 Ayre Drive McHenry
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State Zip Home Phone Cell Phone E-mail Emergency Contact Contact Number

IL 61061 (815) 312-1672 (815) 535-3422 abramz6@comcast.net Ron Abramowicz (815) 997-4387

IL 60123 (847) 848-6225 N/A nalbavera7@gmail.com (847) 226-4032

IL 60140 N/A (847) 508-9830 kalberth4@gmail.com Greg Alberth (847) 508-9793

IL 60134 (630) 232-9305 N/A ken.triciaa@gmail.com

IL 60120 N/A (630) 270-8193 cbisbikis@aol.com

IL 60505 N/A (630) 777-1179 eblackwell0528@yahoo.com Eric Blackwell (815) 768-8310

IL 60178 N/A (815) 751-6456 girlof16@gmail.com

IL 60506 (630) 892-9707 (331) 575-2835 obourgesr@comcast.net Oscar Bourge (630) 779-9960

IL 60585 N/A (630) 370-0892 navarro.allison@gmail.com Matthew Clayton (630) 890-9007

IL 60178 N/A (815) 751-4048 sycamoremom@aol.com

IL 61008 N/A (815) 222-8597 ladyinred1024@gmail.com Jeff Runyan (815) 494-3234

IL 60530 (815) 824-8099 (815) 994-8724 grammy_102000@juno.com Alvie Crumpton (815) 627-2029

IL 60515 N/A (630) 437-1423 stephanieodaliege@icloud.com Jordan Daliege (630) 670-6913

IL 60119 (630) 557-0025 (630) 779-6330 elburnberryhill@gmail.com Dale Essling (630) 779-6310

IL 61115 (815) 633-0930 (815) 289-8636 roseyred9@aol.com Will Fiepke (815) 289-1463

IL 61065 N/A (815) 319-8224 djfitz708@yahoo.com

IL 60506 N/A (630) 992-7512 pat.frieders@gmail.com Larry Frieders (630) 992-7513

IL 61008 (815) 547-9346 N/A momswork99@gmail.com Andrew Greer (312) 730-4113

IL 60050 (815) 363-9701 (815) 354-0079 dgunness22@gmail.com Otto Gunness (815) 363-9701

IL 60506 (630) 801-9563 (630) 777-9555 tiffany@ga3.net Matt Guthrie (630) 777-9011

IL 60050 (815) 385-2916 (815) 382-4639 pbail1@aol.com Bill Hartman (815) 236-4604

IL 60504 N/A (331) 454-6407 darcienavarro@gmail.com Robert Hernandez (331) 333-9622

IL 60550 (815) 824-4210 (815) 501-0766 dherrmann@camptonexc.com Joe Herrmann (815) 970-1294

IL 61115 N/A (815) 298-5921 catsgod6@comcast.net

IL 61107 (815) 633-3945 N/A francys@comcast.net Ron Johnson (815) 633-3945

IL 60564 (630) 904-9749 N/A l.kasper@att.net Tom Kasper (510) 915-5294

IL 60564 N/A (630) 885-0339 shelllcasper06@gmail.com Tom Kasper (510) 915-5294

IL 60115 N/A (815) 751-9644 lorikedzie@gmail.com Tom Kedzie (815) 751-5488

IL 61065 N/A (815) 978-5029 janetkujawa@gmail.com Gene Kujawa (815) 978-5067

IL 60504 N/A (630) 204-7921 bethlachat@yahoo.com Marty Lachat (630) 204-7920

IL 60504 N/A (630) 999-6573 megan.k.lachat@gmail.com Beth Lachat (630) 204-7921

IL 61008 (815) 547-4512 N/A maljr510@frontier.com Joan Luetkenhaus (815) 547-4512

IL 60510 N/A (630) 664-2751 mjrenewedspirit5@yahoo.com

IL 60136 N/A (847) 344-2775 mummum5@att.net Jim Mancini (815) 560-7396

IL 60042 N/A (815) 451-5533 cmarsh_21@yahoo.com Sheryl Marsh (815) 375-4202

IL 60542 (630) 896-0354 (630) 927-0565 sanlucascapitulo8@msn.com Felix Martinez (630) 688-2663

IL 60505 N/A (630) 664-5825 maria.lupe54@yahoo.com Ann Marie Martinez (630) 549-9800

IL 61353 (630) 777-6755 N/A dozersdiggs@yahoo.com

IL 60506 N/A (630) 202-7057 cernst69@gmail.com Dave Ernst (630) 201-4004

IL 60538 (630) 844-9544 (630) 601-8940 brndmoro@sbcglobal.net Jesse Morones (630) 881-9475

IL 60506 (630) 779-5359 N/A N/A Dcn. Carlos Navarro (630) 528-7765

IL 60560 N/A (630) 476-0893 consinavarro@gmail.com Frank Navarro (630) 291-0893

IL 60098 N/A (815) 592-5289 michellecolleenangela@gmail.com Jason O'Leary (815) 236-2416

IL 60126 N/A (630) 624-4194 decolores99@sbcglobal.net David Ondrla (630) 217-7112

IL 60503 N/A (630) 870-5657 dr.c.penne@gmail.com

WI 53147 (262) 249-0424 (262) 206-5625 memauly@hotmail.com Lee Redner (262) 206-5622

IL 60502 N/A (630) 544-9832 irentmom5@gmail.com Christina (630) 270-8193

IL 60510 (630) 482-9232 (630) 301-9148 on4pedals@yahoo.com Andy Schwarzbauer (630) 728-8323

IL 61061 N/A (630) 664-8475 vscull58@gmail.com

IL 60178 N/A (815) 761-4218 mlmmrstang@comcast.net

IL 61353 N/A (815) 200-5052 btst93@yahoo.com Don Treadway (815) 213-4179

IL 61008 (815) 765-3384 (815) 566-1843 cathyvendemia@gmail.com Joe Vendemia (815) 243-3600

IL 60050 (815) 385-3047 N/A lenore.zegiel@att.net Al Zegiel (815) 385-3047

mailto:ladyinred1024@gmail.com


  

 
In Honor of our Newest Spring 2019 Cursillistas 

 ALL MALE & FEMALE CURSILLISTAS ARE INVITED 

When?When?When?When?            6666pm to pm to pm to pm to 8888pm on Sunday, pm on Sunday, pm on Sunday, pm on Sunday, JuneJuneJuneJune    2222    
    

        St. St. St. St. MaryMaryMaryMary’’’’ssss    Parish ActivParish ActivParish ActivParish Activity Centerity Centerity Centerity Center    
                    312 Waterman St312 Waterman St312 Waterman St312 Waterman St....    

Sycamore, IL 60178Sycamore, IL 60178Sycamore, IL 60178Sycamore, IL 60178    
    

            To keep the flame of Cursillo To keep the flame of Cursillo To keep the flame of Cursillo To keep the flame of Cursillo     
                    burning brightlyburning brightlyburning brightlyburning brightly    

    
What to Bring?What to Bring?What to Bring?What to Bring?        A A A A dish to passdish to passdish to passdish to pass    (optional)(optional)(optional)(optional)    

                        A friend or two (also optional)A friend or two (also optional)A friend or two (also optional)A friend or two (also optional)    
    

What to Wear?What to Wear?What to Wear?What to Wear?        CasualCasualCasualCasual    
    

Who Who Who Who isisisis    SpeakSpeakSpeakSpeakinginginging????    Current Rector Current Rector Current Rector Current Rector & Rectora& Rectora& Rectora& Rectora    
                            Future Rector & RectoraFuture Rector & RectoraFuture Rector & RectoraFuture Rector & Rectora    
                            Spiritual Echo Spiritual Echo Spiritual Echo Spiritual Echo     
    



    
    

    
    
    
    

What is anWhat is anWhat is anWhat is an    Ultreya?Ultreya?Ultreya?Ultreya?        
    

"Ultreya" is a Spanish word, derived from the 
original Latin, meaning Onward!   It was commonly 
used by pilgrims to greet and to encourage one 
another along the way. 

     This word is now used by the Cursillo 
community to signify the meeting which is held 
after a Cursillo experience. This meeting may be 
between Cursillistas from one or several 
communities. 

The Ultreya gathers groups together from a 
particular region and provides   continuity by 
contributing to the maintenance of the Cursillo 
spirit and by revealing the reality of the living 
Church. 

In a climate of friendship, members share their 
life experiences based on the three tenets of Cursillo life: Prayer, Study 
and Action, or based on a passage from Scripture. This sharing can be 
contemplative in nature or may deal with an evangelizing experience. 
These sharing’s from real-life experience serve as examples to all of us of 
the challenge which Jesus lays before His followers: "Go and do likewise." 

As its name implies, the Ultreya, is a call to move forward and to keep the 
flame of the Cursillo burning brightly.    



 

 

SECRETARIAT 
 
Lay Director 
Ken Meeker 
(630) 430-9879 
k_meeker@comcast.net 

 
Assistant Lay Director 
Vicki Scull 
(630) 664-8475 
vscull58@gmail.com 

 
Secretary 
Melanie Marcordes 
(224) 639-0910 
melmarc814@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 
Al Johnson 
(815) 378-2305 
alfredrjohnson@gmail.com 

 
School of Leaders 
Cathy Vendemia 
(815) 566-1843 
cathyvendemia@gmail.com 

 
Pre-Cursillo 
Lenore Zegiel 
(815) 385-3047 
lenore.zegiel@att.net 

 
Cursillo 
Anne Stevens 
(414) 617-1315 
attorney_stevens@yahoo.com 

 
Post-Cursillo 
Donna Herrmann 
(815) 501-0766 
dherrmann@camptonexc.com 

 
 

www.RockfordCursillo.org 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Spring Cursillistas! 

For those of you who have just made your Cursillo Weekends: 

Congratulations & Welcome to your Fourth Day! 

 

We hope you enjoy the news about the Cursillo Movement here in 

the Rockford Diocese.  In this newsletter, you will find the dates 

for the Fall 2019 Cursillo weekend, letters from the Lay Director, 

Pre-Cursillo, Post-Cursillo, and School of Leaders. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, always know that you can 

contact anyone on the Secretariat as listed on the right. 

 

Fall 2019 Men's Cursillo 

October 17 - 20, 2019 

Fall 2019 Women's Cursillo 

October 24 - 27, 2019 

 

 

Ultreya: Honoring Our Newest Cursillistas 

June 2, 2019 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 
  

April 2019 



Lay Director Report by Ken Meeker 
 
The Secretariat has spent some time reviewing our Annual Report, which is filed with both the Bishop’s office, 
as well as the National Secretariat.  Here are some highlights:  
 
Secretariat 

• Fr Godwin has been assigned to and meets regularly with the team, in addition to meeting monthly with the 
Lay Director 

• The Lay Director attended both the National and Region V Encounters 

• Secretariat has developed a working relationship with Region V Secretariat; has created and maintains the 
Region V website; and arranged for the representative that attended the Ultreya Grande in January 2019 

• A Spanish representative regularly attended the English Secretariat meeting in 2018. There were two joint 
Ultreyas and the Lay Directors continue to work together  to compare notes and items of interest 
 

Communications 

• Constant Contact allowed communications to email various notices from different aspects of Cursillo.  
Secretariat averages at least one informational email per week, in addition to sending daily prayer requests.  
Currently, there are nearly 500 email addresses in the database, with a 40% rate of emails being opened. 

• A new web site was created and has been well received.  It is updated frequently and experiencing over 200 
“hits” per month. 

• Developed and published a tri-fold brochure explaining Cursillo, its benefits and how to begin its journey.  
Out of the 107 parishes in Rockford, 58 parishes have active Cursillistas. Within those active parishes, 29 
have a point of contact and have brochures displayed in their Narthex. 
 

Pre-Cursillo 

• Secretariat has created a 'Table Leaders' talk, which is given to the leaders during the initial team meeting   

• This team meeting has been done for several years by the women, and the men began in 2018.  It is a 
gathering of the conference room team and team heads and includes lunch and may last several hours.  
 

Cursillo Weekends 

• Four weekends (Men and Women) were held in 2018 and four weekends have been scheduled for Spring 
and Fall 2019 at St. Mary's Parish Center, Oregon, IL 

• A letter has been sent out after the Fall weekends to Pastors of the parishes of the new Cursillistas that 
completed their weekend. 

• A new Sponsor information package has been created and is included with candidate/ sponsor forms and 
can be found on the website. 
 

Ultreya 

• We are getting closer to our goal of having an Ultreya in each area of the diocese. Thus far, there are 
Ultreyas in: Oregon, Aurora, Rockford/Loves Park, Elgin, and McHenry.  An Ultreya will be held in 
Hampshire in 2019. 

• In September, a bilingual Ultreya was held in Carpentersville with 62 people in attendance. Fr. Manuel 
Gomez gave an informative presentation on Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

• A six-person team made up of both English and Spanish Cursillistas planned and held the latest Ultreya 
Grande at St. Laurence, Elgin on February 9, 2019 with 95 people in attendance.  Speakers included Fr. 
David Smith from Miami (former Cursillo National Spiritual Director) and Carol Perez (Region V Cursillo 
National Secretariat). 

• An excellent front-page article on this Ultreya Grande was published in both the English and Spanish 
Observer in February 2019. 
 

School of Leaders (SOL) 

• The primary emphasis has been on reestablishing the SOL, which has been inactive for some time.  Thus 
far, four meetings have been held. Meetings are held at St. James, Belvidere, on the third Wednesday, on 
odd numbered months.  The next meeting will be held Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

 



Secretary Report by Melanie Marcordes 
 

DeColores!  I wanted to introduce myself as the new Secretary of the Rockford Diocese Cursillo 
Secretariat.  I’ve joined the Secretariat simply because there was a need and my goal is and always has 
been to serve when there is a need.  As my predecessor, Tiffany Guthrie, has completed her six-years 
of service, I now have big shoes to fill!     
 
I began living my Cursillo in October 2016.  I like to pretend that I started a trend in my family, 
because both of my parents have also become Cursillistas.  Fortunately, I’m not that powerful or 
persuasive and it has been through the intercession of the Holy Spirit that my parents and I all joined 
the Cursillo family within a year of each other.  I group every Friday with my ‘regular’ group – as we 
have been meeting weekly since living our Cursillo in 2016.  I also have begun grouping a couple of 
times a month in order for newer Cursillistas to establish their own groups.  I work full-time for the 
Village of Barrington as the Assistant to the Village Manager and have been with Barrington for over 
20 years. I am a co-youth minister for St. Laurence and I also teach 5th grade religious education.  I 
have a 19-year old son, Max, who is attending the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point.  I am 
engaged to be married to John – no date is set, as we are waiting on his annulment.  Once that is 
complete, we will start planning the wedding.   
 
Life is crazy, and I am blessed to be a part of all of this craziness.  

   
School of Leaders Report by Cathy Vendemia 

 

What is the School of Leaders (SOL)? 
SOL is, above all, a Christian community in action which gives life to the entire Cursillo movement. 
This Christian Community must be a school of idealism, of dedication, and a spirit of love. There must 
be in it a handful of determined, enthusiastic, dedicated men and women who group themselves 
about Jesus Christ with the aim of spreading the Christian ideal to all those in the movement and 
therefore translating it into works.  
 
So, it goes without saying that the school of leaders functions primarily as a community of service to 
the Cursillistas – particularly in the Post-Cursillo. SOL is called to be a community before anything 
else. Therefore, operating on the same principal on which the group reunions and Ultreyas are based, 
this community meets regularly in order to be in and be sustained as a community. Its basic function 
is not to do things, but to become a community of service. 
 
The purpose of the school is to form leaders for the whole movement. The school produces leaders 
technically and spiritually prepared, not simply to direct each of the Cursillo weekend, but also and 
principally in order to be leaven of the movement in the Diocese. This is important, because it is the 
leaders on whom lies the responsibility of creating our group reunions and Ultreyas into effective 
evangelizing communities. So, the school is more than just learning about what the Cursillo 
Movement is – its purpose is to provide the leaders a deepening formation in what is fundamental for 
being a Christian. 
 
The school is the tool the movement uses that helps Cursillo leaders develop their spiritual formation, 
the mentality of the movement, and an understanding of the purpose and strategy of the Cursillo 
Movement. The School of Leaders meet the 3rd Wednesday of the odd numbered months at St. James 
Church (Connolly Hall) in Belvidere. Our next meeting is May 15, 2019 at 7:00pm.  

 
 
 



Pre-Cursillo Report by Lenore Zegiel 
  
Our Pre-Cursillo pamphlets have been printed and over 1,000 pamphlets have been distributed to 50% of 
the active Cursillo parishes in our Diocese. A grateful “Thank you” to all of you who have helped in getting 
the information about Cursillo out there.  But there’s more to Pre-Cursillo than handing out pamphlets, 
and I’d like to say a little something about sharing Christ with others. 
 
Our first step in serving our Lord, is to spend time with Him, because it is through knowing Christ 
that we are given the ability and power to tell others about Him. The more we know Christ, the more of 
His light we will reflect, and the more we will naturally attract others to come and hear how Christ has 
totally changed our lives, and how the Cursillo Movement has given us the tools and support to live a life 
of Grace. In other words we are to become the Good News, so we can share the Good News with others. 
 
Eduardo Bonnin, tells us throughout many of his writings; to focus on the person, and that we are to 
continue the conversion process of ourselves in order to help the conversion of others, and by doing this, 
our environments will automatically and naturally be transformed. 
 
Also remember that: “Before you speak to someone about God, speak to God about that someone” 
 
Make a Friend, Be a Friend, and Bring Your Friend to Christ, is our second step, and it is 
through personal contact, and listening to others tell their life stories, that we get to know them, and learn 
how to match their need to Christ’s provision. As a friend, and if we listen long enough, eventually our 
friend, will ask us about our life story. People don’t care about how much we know, but they will listen 
once they know how much we care.  
 
The main thing to remember is that our friendship with Jesus must be visible in our friendship with 
others.  That’s it for now, and may our Lord bless you abundantly! 
 

Cursillo Report by Anne Stevens 
  
Greetings and De Colores, my brothers and sisters in Christ!   
 
My name is Anne Stevens and I was re-elected in February to serve a second term as the Cursillo 
chairperson on Secretariat.  I began living my Cursillo in the Spring of 2014.  I’m a life-long member of St. 
Mary’s in Oregon, having worked many a fund-raiser, washed dishes, fried bacon, bused tables, taught 
Religious Education and attended CCD in this very building for more than 40 years.  Needless to say, I 
think I know the parish center almost as well as I know my own apartment!   
 
The Cursillo Chairperson is responsible for the overall operations or logistics of each weekend event.  The 
Cursillo Chairperson is the liaison, if you will, between Secretariat and the facility which we rent each 
weekend, which is St. Mary’s Parish Center in Oregon.  Fortunately, I’m a member of the parish at St. 
Mary Oregon and have a great working relationship with the staff, the deacons and Father Naill.  It is my 
responsibility to make sure the weekend dates are secured, leases signed, building up to par and all 
supplies needed are ready to go.  I also work around the liturgical calendar to avoid as many potential 
conflicts with Holy Days and other Diocesan events.  On the weekends, I am present at set-up and tear-
down.  I am the keeper of the keys not only to the building, but also to the toilet paper!  (Very valuable 
position!)  It is my responsibility to make sure the weekends run hassle-free, to the best of my ability.   
 
If you have any questions of how things operate, where things go or where to find something while on a 
weekend, please don’t hesitate to ask me.  I’d be happy to let you know! 
 
De Colores! 

 
 



Letter to Cursillo Community by Scott Long 
 
The candidates and CHRIST are the focus of the Cursillo Weekends.  We put all this work and 
planning our Awesome Cursillo Weekends, but do not put in as much work and planning the 
invitations to candidates to attend.  If Cursillo is special to you, Share it! 
 

Make Friends, Be Friends, and bring ALL your friends to CHRIST. 
 
Every single person I have ever met through Cursillo is special and I consider a close friend.  You are 
all people who others want to be friends with.  We need to constantly and continuously introduce our 
friends to JESUS.  This is an ongoing process and effort.  This should not start after the first team 
meeting and then end after the weekends.  This should be a topic at all our group meetings. 
 
As Cursillistas, we are called to speak to GOD about our friends before speaking to our friends about 
GOD.  We need to constantly be praying for candidates, praying for the teams, praying for the 
leadership, and praying for all Cursillistas to continue their Fourth Days. 
 
Please pledge not to wait to identify, pray, and invite candidates. Share the Gift of Cursillo!  The 
Cursillo weekends are more than simply a retreat or something to do to increase our faith.  Cursillo is 
a way of life.  Cursillo is a Movement.  Cursillo is a vocation. 
 
The purpose of the Cursillo Movement is NOT to give everyone the experience of having made a 
Cursillo Weekend or a retreat.  Our purpose is to form a movement of apostolic Christians who have a 
unified vision of how to bring Christian life to every environment.  Cursillos are not held so that there 
is a large number of Cursillistas all over the world but to have living and active Christians all over the 
world. 
 
Everyone should know we are Catholic by the love we show to everyone.  We need to continue make 
new friends (not just to bring them to Cursillo weekends) but to bring CHRIST’s love to everyone we 
meet and in that process if someone says “I want what you have, that love for CHRIST.  How can I 
get that?”  Then you must ask, "Is Cursillo right for them?"  
 

Post Cursillo Report by Donna Herrmann 
 

De Colores! I am the Post Cursillo Chairperson of Secretariat. My primary role is to help all 
Cursillistas have an opportunity to grow in their Fourth Day. I have been working to increase the 
number and location of Ultreyas to make them more convenient for Cursillistas. While this 
responsibility appears daunting, I take comfort in knowing that “with God, all things are possible.”    
 

Events: 
 

On February 9, a Bilingual Ultreya Grande was 
held at St. Laurence, Elgin - an inspiring event 
with nearly 100 people attending. 
 
On the 4th Sunday of every odd numbered 
month, an Ultreya takes place at Holy Angels 
Parish in Aurora. The next one will be on May 
26th at 7pm. A reminder will be sent. 
 
 
 

Our next Ultreya, designed specifically so that 
the newest Cursillistas can meet more 
experienced Cursillistas, will take place on June 
2 at St. Mary’s parish center in Sycamore. (See 
Flyer). 
 
Please save the date for our Cursillo Diocesan 
Picnic, commemorating the 75th anniversary of 
the Cursillo movement, which will take place at 
Bruce Ream Park near St. Charles Borromeo in 
Hampshire on July 2



  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is an Ultreya? 
 
"Ultreya" is a Spanish word, derived from the original Latin, meaning Onward! It was commonly 
used by pilgrims to greet and to encourage one another along the way.  This word is now used by the 
Cursillo community to signify the meeting which is held after a Cursillo experience. This meeting 
may be between Cursillistas from one or several communities. 
 
The Ultreya gathers groups together from a particular region and provides continuity by contributing 
to the maintenance of the Cursillo spirit and by revealing the reality of the living Church.  In a 
climate of friendship, members share their life experiences based on a passage from Scripture or the 
three tenets of Cursillo life: Prayer, Study, and Action. This sharing can be contemplative in nature or 
may deal with an evangelizing experience. These sharing’s from real-life experience serve as 
examples to all of us of the challenge which Jesus lays before His followers: "Go and do likewise." 
 
As its name implies, the Ultreya, is a call to move forward and to keep the flame of the Cursillo 
burning brightly. 
 



This is Part 2 of a three-part series on the how the Weekends are organized and the intent of each day. This 
article has been extracted from a talk given by Deacon Kevin Prunty at the School of Leaders meeting in 
March 2019.  He talked about the role of the Spiritual Advisor during the Cursillo weekend.  Below are notes 
from this talk; he explains how each of the Rollos (talks) build on each other and how the meditations help to 
transition from one Rollo to the next.  

 
Thursday – Retreat Phase: Introduction 

 
1. 1st Meditation: Know Yourself 

a. Prayer Time 
 

2. 2nd Meditation: The Prodigal Son 
a. Purpose: to get the candidates 

questioning who they really are. 
b. Sets the stage for “Ideals” Rollo  

 
Friday - Know Yourself 

 
1. 3rd Meditation: The Three Glances of Christ 

a. Purpose: all should see a mirror held up 
to themselves  
 

2. “Ideals” Rollo: question our motivation 
 

3. “Habitual Grace” Rollo: God reaching out to us 
a. God’s Ideal = Love 
b. Sets up the “Lay Person in the Church” 

Rollo 
 

4. “Lay Person in the Church” Rollo – The role of 
the non-ordained 
 

5. “Actual Grace” Rollo: Our response to God 
a. Echo’s the “Lay Person in the Church” 

Rollo 
b. Sets up the “Piety” Rollo 

 
Saturday – Instruction Phase: Knowing God 

 
1. 4th Meditation: The Passion of Christ 

a. PURPOSE: God as a human; not so 
different than us. God is accessible 

b. Heavy on Bible citations to start to set up 
“Study’ Rollo 
 

2. “Study’ Rollo: how to know God 
 

3. “Sacraments” Rollo 
a. How God imparts his Graces 
b. How we in turn respond 
c. Habitual and Actual Grace lived out 

through better understanding  
i. As adults 

 
4. “Action” Rollo: the call to do something with our 

faith 
a. To live it out in the world 

 

5. “Obstacles to a Life in Grace” Rollo: Pointing out 
the challenges everyday life can be to our faith 
life. 

a. Especially the obstacles built into our 
society 

b. Very important to point out the problems 
that are current 

i. This is to make the listener 
somewhat uncomfortable and 
rethink their own ideas on social 
justice 

c. Sets up the “Leaders” Rollo 
 

6. “Leaders” Rollo: points out this is our Baptism 
call 
 

Sunday – Call to Action: Knowing Others 
 

1. 5th Meditation: Christ Message to the 
Cursillistas” 

a. Purpose: live radically – change the 
world through love and self-sacrifice 
 

2. “Study of the Environments” Rollo: know where 
you are and bloom 

a. Sets up the “Life in Grace” Rollo 
 

3. “Life in Grace” Rollo: it is possible to live a life 
pleasing to God 

a. Affirms the “Life in Grace” Rollo 
b. Sets up the “Christianity in Action” Rollo 

 
4. “Christianity in Action” Rollo – how to actively 

life your Christian faith with the help of a small 
group of friends who are striving towards the 
same goal 

a. Sets up the “Total Security” Rollo 
 

5. “The Cursillista Beyond the Cursillo” Rollo: 
telling the candidates what the Cursillista is to be, 
what they have and what they know. 

a. Sets up the “Total Security” Rollo 
 

6. “Total Security” Rollo: to encourage, to convince 
and to enthuse the candidates that they have a 
clear, pressing mission. 

a. There environments are the same 
b. But they are different 

 
7. Mass and Homily 

a. Final Spiritual Advisor Rollo 
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