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LAYPERSON IN THE CHURCH
SYNOPSIS AND CHARACTERISTIC NOTES
(35 MINUTES)
1. THEME
The layperson is someone who is sanctified by practicing, with responsibility and conscience, the task of being a person in the Church, using his freedom as a point of entry to transform the world according to Christ, sacrificing whatever is necessary in order that he/she should be truly free, but without the risk of giving up his/her own free will.

2. NOTE
One must take care that this rollo is neither clerical nor anti-clerical, but maintains a proper balance of what it is to be an authentic Christian.

3. THE CHURCH
It is important the candidate leaves this talk with an understanding what the Church is. Not just building or group of ideas, the Church is made of both the Laity and the Clergy. Together, they make up the body of Christ, living and working in today’s world.

4. SITUATION
It is the first rollo in the afternoon on the first day. Normally not all are living in Grace. Neither are they open to listening attentively. Despite these disadvantages, with the help of the friendship that has started, and the newness of the truths that have been revealed, it is possible to keep a keen interest. It is best if it doesn’t last too long.

5. ATMOSPHERE
The general atmosphere is still cold. Ideal has potentially disturbed some of the candidates, challenging what is most important in their lives. “Habitual Grace” will probably have had a calming effect by presenting the potential of a better life.

6. OBJECTIVE
To get across the concept that the Church is not just the building one enters through the “big door”; but is that which Christ desires of them-to let Christ live in them becoming a wellspring of His life.

7. TECHNIQUE
The rollista should stick to the simple points in the outline and develop them with living force.

8. STYLE
This rollo must be given in a manner that is composed, calm, convinced, and in such a way that it is capable of catching the interest of those listening in spite of the fact that it is given after lunch when they may be tired. The truths must be stated clearly and with the proper perspective. The truths must be to the point and directed like arrows that will penetrate their mind.


LAYPERSON IN THE CHURCH
OUTLINE
(35 MINUTES)
1. INTRODUCTION
A. Today our society is troubled by grave problems: War, hunger, violence, discrimination, social injustice, etc.
B. These problems are only symptoms.
C. The only solution to the problems of the world lies in Jesus Christ.

2. THE CHURCH
What the Church is not:
A. Just a building of stone.
B. A body of moral rules, a culture or philosophy.
C. Just the priests, bishops, or the Pope.

What the Church is:
A. We are the Church. The Church is the community of those who united, believe, hope and love the same Lord.
B. The Church is formed of 2 separate but equally important parts. One part does not survive without the other, they are vital but different. Those 2 parts are the Clergy and the Laity. Both strive for the same goal – the mending of our broken world, through 2 different means:
1. The Clergy look to transform people through God’s Grace.
2. The Laity look to transform the world by living in Grace.

3. THE LAYPERSON
The Layperson is not a member of the Clergy. The Clergy consists of the Pope, Cardinals, Archbishops, bishops, priests, and deacons. All other baptized Catholics make up the Laity.

The Layperson should not be Clerical nor Anti-Clerical
A. Clerical or priestly wannabes
· They seem to “worship the ground” the priest walks on; often will give more importance to what Father says than what the Word of God says.
B. Anti-Clerical or clerophobes
· Hate or distrust clergy simply for being clergy
The Layperson is immersed in human realities with the same mandate as priests and bishops- to follow our baptismal call and bring Christ to all people.
Making Christ present today in the world in which we live.
4. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAYPERSON
A. Human: God has given us all gifts and talents. We must put these gifts and talents at the service of Christ. This is what makes us fully human. We must use these gifts and talents; doing the same as the rest of the world but doing it better.
B. Supernatural: Supernatural is the spiritual element of the layperson, keeping in mind that our kingdom is not of this world, although it gives fullness and value to the kingdoms of this world.
C. Apostolic: We are called to be apostles; our job is the salvation of the world. We have to be active participants in the world of today, not focusing only on our own community.
D. Ecclesial: Laity and Clergy must work together to carry out the Churches mission.

5. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LAYPERSON
The responsibility of the layperson in the world is to bring Christ to all circumstances of life; family, work, play, etc... (Pope Pius the XII)
A. The responsibility of each layperson is derived from our Baptism, Confirmation, and from the common element and virtue of love. St. Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, Chapter 3, verse 27, says: “You were baptized in union with Christ and now you are clothed so to speak with the life of Christ Himself.”
B. The role of the layperson in the mission of the Church is to be exercised in the world and for the world.
Pope John Paul II states that the Lord has entrusted a great part of the responsibility of the Church’s mission to the lay faithful, in communion with all other members of the people of God. (Christifideles Laici #32/Vocation of the Laity)
C. We should not only be sharing the Gospel, but truly living its message in our daily lives. It is not a matter of always speaking about Christ, but rather being filled with His Grace in a way that it flows freely.

6. SOLUTION OF THE WORLD
The kingdom of God is here, in us, and it is about discovering it, embodying it, making it reach all.
It is about being good, not about doing good things.
It is about making a world of friends through Christ.
It is about living out fully the Christ who lives in me.

7. CONCLUSION
Each person has the capacity to discover and accomplish the Truth and Goodness in the world, but if he doesn’t discover it, he can’t accomplish it.  Each one of us in our lives, depending on our personality and our circumstances, must give the truth and goodness to the world.  This is our mission as laypersons.  It gives us an opportunity to live the Gospel in grace.

To serve the Church in this way by transforming the world by living in Grace.

To be authentic Christians, as described by John XXIII:

“The Christian is a joy, a joy to himself, to God and to his fellow men.”


LAYPERSON IN THE CHURCH
EXPANDED OUTLINE
(35 MINUTES)
1. INTRODUCTION
This rollo is entitled LAYPERSON IN THE CHURCH. It is the second rollo of the Cursillo Weekend. We take time to break down in detail what a layperson is and what their role is in the Church.
Today our society is troubled by grave problems: War, hunger, violence, discrimination, social injustice, etc. 
There are many issues society faces in today’s world, at the same time it has great aspirations such as: peace, freedom, justice, brotherhood and unity…
We encourage you to write your own example using current events:
The problems in our society seem never-ending. We have many programs and shelters for the poor and homeless set up in our cities and towns, yet we continue to see so many people on the streets.  One reason this happens is because the information, the help, and the money they need has not filtered down to them.  As a consequence, homelessness and poverty continue to exist and, in some cases, grow.  We have clinics for substance abuse, but the drugs are still waiting on the streets when the treatment ends.  We have prisons for criminal offenders to punish and rehabilitate them but the prisons themselves are so violent and overcrowded that many inmates leave the prison with more problems than when they were sent there.  There are many more examples that could be mentioned and we are all aware of them.  If we concentrate on these problems, we could become very depressed.

These problems are only symptoms.
Human solutions have failed miserably in solving these problems.  The mere essence of Christianity is being attacked… These problems are all just symptoms of a much bigger issue- the root of the world’s troubles lies in its separation from God.  The world is not living in Grace; it lives with its back turned to Christ.

The only solution to the problems of the world lies in Jesus Christ. 
Christ is the solution to all the world’s problems and, Christ continues to be present in the world, in and through the Church.

2. THE CHURCH
What the Church is not:
A. Just a building of stone.
B. A body of moral rules, a culture or philosophy.
C. Just the priests, bishops, or the Pope.
The Church is not simply a building, the Church is more than just a collection of rules or philosophy and, the Church is not just made up of priests, bishops, and the Pope. The Church is greater than the external elements people typically associate with it.
What the Church is:
A. We are the Church. The Church is the community of those who united, believe, hope and love the same Lord.
All of us together make up the Church. The Church is the body of Christ in today’s world, a community of those who are united in belief, hope, and love for the Lord. More than just a building or collection of ideas, together we carry out Christ’s mission.
B.	The Church is formed of 2 separate but equally important parts. One part does not survive without the other, they are vital but different. Those 2 parts are the Clergy and the Laity. Both strive for the same goal – the mending of our broken world, through 2 different means:
1.	The Clergy look to transform people through God’s Grace.
The clergy are tasked with caring for individuals. Through God’s Grace, they prepare each person to go out and share the good news.

2.	The Laity look to transform the world by living in Grace.
The Laity are tasked with transforming the world. As each individual is transformed through God’s Grace, they are tasked with sharing that same Grace with others. 
Each, the Clergy and the Laity, are different but vital pieces to the Church as a whole and therefore the body of Christ. The Clergy Guides and instructs, the Laity spread the message. Clergy without Laity is like a shepherd without a flock, likewise, Laity without Clergy are sheep without a shepherd, no one to guide them on where to go.
3. THE LAYPERSON
The Layperson is not a member of the Clergy. The Clergy consists of the Pope, Cardinals, Archbishops, bishops, priests, and deacons. All other baptized Catholics make up the Laity.
The Laity and the Clergy are distinct groups within the Catholic Church. The Clergy consists of high-ranking officials such as the Pope, Cardinals, Archbishops, bishops, priests, and deacons, while all other baptized Catholics belong to the Laity.

The Layperson should not be Clerical nor Anti-Clerical
A. Clerical or priestly wannabes
· They seem to “worship the ground” the priest walks on; often will give more importance to what Father says than what the Word of God says.
It is important for Laypeople to avoid extremes such as being overly devoted to the clergy or harboring a deep distrust towards them. They seem to "worship" the priest; often they value the priest's words more than God's words. Some individuals may idolize priests and prioritize their words over the teachings of the Bible, which is not ideal.
B. Anti-Clerical or clerophobes
· Hate or distrust clergy simply for being clergy
On the other hand, there are those who hold a strong dislike or mistrust towards the clergy solely based on their clerical status. This extreme attitude should also be avoided.
The Layperson is immersed in human realities with the same mandate as priests and bishops- to follow our baptismal call and bring Christ to all people.
Making Christ present today in the world in which we live.

4. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE LAYPERSON
There are four characteristics of a layperson which guides them in their special mission
within the mission of the Church.

A. Human: God has given us all gifts and talents. We must put these gifts and
talents at the service of Christ. This is what makes us fully human. We must use
these gifts and talents; doing the same as the rest of the world but doing it
better.
Sometimes, our abilities to relate to others is what truly enables us to be a good
layperson. Our gifts and talents make us stand out, and we each have different ones.
It’s about reaching those who wouldn’t otherwise know God. Some have gifts of
speech-giving. Some can share their vulnerability. Some have talents like sports,
crafts, patience, relating to children, or relating to adults.

B. Supernatural: Supernatural is the spiritual element of the layperson, keeping in
mind that our kingdom is not of this world, although it gives fullness and value
to the kingdoms of this world.
With all that is done and set out to do, it is with the mindset that we aren’t doing
this for ourselves: the reaching out, the inviting, the evangelizing, the sharing.
Everything is done with the understanding that God is who we are serving.
C. Apostolic: We are called to be apostles; our job is the salvation of the world.
We have to be active participants in the world of today, not focusing only on
our own community.
Our mission is to bring more souls to Heaven. We are aware that we cannot do this
ourselves, and we are grateful for the gifts our Lord provides for us to do that.

D. Ecclesial: Laity and Clergy must work together to carry out the Churches
mission.
With the understanding that each has their own roles, we work together with the
same mission. Relying on each other helps us to work together to accomplish the
mission which has been tasked to us by God.

5.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LAYPERSON
The responsibility of the layperson in the world is to bring Christ to all circumstances of life; family, work, play, etc... (Pope Pius the XII)
It is living the life of grace in our environments: home & family, work/professionally, in politics, leisure, etc.

A. The responsibility of each layperson is derived from our Baptism, Confirmation, and from the common element and virtue of love. St. Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, Chapter 3, verse 27, says: “You were baptized in union with Christ and now you are clothed so to speak with the life of Christ Himself.”
We are given His grace in the sacraments. Grace that strengthens us, guides us, leads us and others to Him.

B. The role of the layperson in the mission of the Church is to be exercised in the world and for the world.
Remember that I am the Church. You are the church. Together, we are the Church, the people of God. By living in grace, we share the grace and life of Christ with others.

Pope John Paul II states that the Lord has entrusted a great part of the responsibility of the Church’s mission to the lay faithful, in communion with all other members of the people of God. (Christifideles Laici #32/ Vocation of the Laity)

C. We should not only be sharing the Gospel, but truly living its message in our daily lives. It is not a matter of always speaking about Christ, but rather being filled with His Grace in a way that it flows freely.
Our lives are to be a witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We may be the only Gospel that touches another's life.

The world is searching for God; it is our responsibility to bring Him to the world.
Our lives should be a conscious and direct sharing of His grace. The laity (us) have
a very important role/responsibility in the mission of the Church. As laity, we are
the largest group of people in the Church. We have the responsibility as
individuals, but also as part of a community. We all live connected to one
another. It is a message to be lived everywhere and with everyone.

6. SOLUTION OF THE WORLD
The kingdom of God is here, in us, and it is about discovering it, embodying it, making it reach all.
The kingdom of God is not some distant place or concept in the future, instead it is alive and well now. We as the Laity are tasked with bringing the reality to all people. We must discover this kingdom for ourselves, allow it to transform us in every aspect of our lives, and bring that same kingdom of God to all people.
It is about being good, not about doing good things.
It is about making a world of friends through Christ.
It is about living out fully the Christ who lives in me.
We can’t be hypocritical, if we are doing good things but not allowing that to transform who we are, it accomplishes nothing. We must bring Christ into all our relationships, doing so allows us to fully live out our Baptismal calling, fully living out the Christ who lives in us. It is up to each one of us to live out the Gospel in our lives. 

7. CONCLUSION
Each person has the capacity to discover and accomplish the Truth and Goodness in the world, but if he doesn’t discover it, he can’t accomplish it.  Each one of us in our lives, depending on our personality and our circumstances, must give the truth and goodness to the world.  This is our mission as Laypersons.  It gives us an opportunity to live the Gospel in grace.
This is what it means to be a Christian, a layperson, living in the world today. It gives us an opportunity to make our life a translation of the Gospel by what we do. We bring Christ with us wherever we go and in whatever we do in our normal everyday lives. We live in Grace to transform the world to Christ.

We are talking about being saints today. People who, captivated by the Spirit, move out into their everyday environments.   We are people who are capable of taking the marvelous realities of Grace seriously. We are people who can live fully as God’s children, as brothers and sisters of Christ, and as temples of the Holy Spirit.

When we do this, we will be people who realize the beautiful definition of a Christian as stated by Pope John XXIII:

“The Christian is a joy - a joy for God and a joy for other people.”

We can be “messengers of joy” to the world!






