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EXECUTIVE ORDER B-16-2012

WHEREAS California is the nation’s largest market for cars and light-duty trucks; and

WHEREAS the transportation sector is the biggest contributor to California’s greenhouse gas
emissions and accounts for approximately 40 percent of these emissions; and

WHEREAS California should encourage the development and success of zero-emission vehicles
to protect the environment, stimulate economic growth and improve the quality of life in the
State; and

WHEREAS California is a leader of technological innovation, including the innovation necessary
to produce commercially successful zero-emission vehicles; and

WHEREAS California attracts over half of the nation’s venture capital for clean technology and
ranks high among the states in the number of workers and facilities supporting the clean-car
industry; and

WHEREAS California is leading the nation in enacting laws and establishing policies and
programs that are reducing greenhouse gases, protecting air and water quality, promoting
energy diversity and supporting low-carbon alternative fuel technologies; and

WHEREAS zero-emission vehicles provide multiple benefits in addition to reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, such as reducing conventional pollutants, operating quietly and cleanly,
allowing home refueling and lowering operating and fuel costs; and

WHEREAS California should support and encourage car manufacturers’ plans to build and sell
tens of thousands of zero-emission vehicles in California in the coming years.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor of the State of California, do hereby issue
the following orders to become e�ective immediately:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that all State entities under my direction and control support and
facilitate the rapid commercialization of zero-emission vehicles.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the California Air Resources Board, the California Energy
Commission, the Public Utilities Commission and other relevant agencies work with the Plug-in
Electric Vehicle Collaborative and the California Fuel Cell Partnership to establish benchmarks
to help achieve by 2015:
• The State’s major metropolitan areas will be able to accommodate zero-emission vehicles,
each with infrastructure plans and streamlined permitting; and
• The State’s manufacturing sector will be expanding zero-emission vehicle and component
manufacturing; and
• The private sector’s investment in zero-emission vehicle infrastructure will be growing; and
• The State’s academic and research institutions will be contributing to zero-emission vehicle
research, innovation and education.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that these entities establish benchmarks to help achieve by 2020:
• The State’s zero-emission vehicle infrastructure will be able to support up to one million
vehicles; and
• The costs of zero-emission vehicles will be competitive with conventional combustion
vehicles; and
• Zero-emission vehicles will be accessible to mainstream consumers; and
• There will be widespread use of zero-emission vehicles for public transportation and freight
transport; and
• Transportation sector greenhouse gas emissions will be falling as a result of the switch to zero-
emission vehicles; and
• Electric vehicle charging will be integrated into the electricity grid; and
• The private sector’s role in the supply chain for zero-emission vehicle component
development and manufacturing State will be expanding.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that these entities establish benchmarks to help achieve by 2025:
• Over 1.5 million zero-emission vehicles will be on California roads and their market share will
be expanding; and
• Californians will have easy access to zero-emission vehicle infrastructure; and
• The zero-emission vehicle industry will be a strong and sustainable part of California’s
economy; and
• California’s clean, e�icient vehicles will annually displace at least 1.5 billion gallons of
petroleum fuels.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that California target for 2050 a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
from the transportation sector equaling 80 percent less than 1990 levels.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that California’s state vehicle fleet increase the number of its zero-
emission vehicles through the normal course of fleet replacement so that at least 10 percent of
fleet purchases of light-duty vehicles be zero-emission by 2015 and at least 25 percent of fleet
purchases of light-duty vehicles be zero-emission by 2020. This directive shall not apply to
vehicles that have special performance requirements necessary for the protection of the public
safety and welfare.

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of California, its agencies,
departments, entities, o�icers, employees, or any other person.

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as herea�er possible, this Order be filed in the O�ice of the
Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice be given to this Order.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
California to be a�ixed this 23rd day of March 2012.

___________________________________
EDMUND G. BROWN JR.
Governor of California

ATTEST:

___________________________________
DEBRA BOWEN
Secretary of State
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