
     NRS 200.120  “Justifiable homicide” defined; no duty to retreat under certain 

circumstances. 

      1.  Justifiable homicide is the killing of a human being in necessary self-defense, or in 

defense of an occupied habitation, an occupied motor vehicle or a person, against one who 

manifestly intends or endeavors to commit a crime of violence, or against any person or persons 

who manifestly intend and endeavor, in a violent, riotous, tumultuous or surreptitious manner, to 

enter the occupied habitation or occupied motor vehicle, of another for the purpose of assaulting 

or offering personal violence to any person dwelling or being therein. 

      2.  A person is not required to retreat before using deadly force as provided in subsection 1 

if the person: 

      (a) Is not the original aggressor; 

      (b) Has a right to be present at the location where deadly force is used; and 

      (c) Is not actively engaged in conduct in furtherance of criminal activity at the time deadly 

force is used. 

      3.  As used in this section: 

      (a) “Crime of violence” means any felony for which there is a substantial risk that force or 

violence may be used against the person or property of another in the commission of the felony. 

      (b) “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle which is self-propelled. 

      [1911 C&P § 129; RL § 6394; NCL § 10076]—(NRS A 1983, 518; 2011, 265; 2015, 1781) 

 

      NRS 200.130  Bare fear insufficient to justify killing; reasonable fear required; 

rebuttable presumption under certain circumstances. 

      1.  A bare fear of any of the offenses mentioned in NRS 200.120, to prevent which the 

homicide is alleged to have been committed, is not sufficient to justify the killing. It must appear 

that the circumstances were sufficient to excite the fears of a reasonable person and that the 

person killing really acted under the influence of those fears and not in a spirit of revenge. 

      2.  There is a rebuttable presumption that the circumstances were sufficient to excite the 

fears of a reasonable person and that the person killing really acted under the influence of those 

fears and not in a spirit of revenge if the person killing: 

      (a) Knew or reasonably believed that the person who was killed was entering unlawfully and 

with force, or attempting to enter unlawfully and with force, the occupied habitation or occupied 

motor vehicle, of another; 

      (b) Knew or reasonably believed that the person who was killed was committing or 

attempting to commit a crime of violence; and 

      (c) Did not provoke the person who was killed. 

      3.  As used in this section: 

      (a) “Crime of violence” means any felony for which there is a substantial risk that force or 

violence may be used against the person or property of another in the commission of the felony. 

      (b) “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle which is self-propelled. 

      [1911 C&P § 130; RL § 6395; NCL § 10077]—(NRS A 2015, 1782) 

 

   NRS 200.160  Additional cases of justifiable homicide.  Homicide is also justifiable when 

committed: 

      1.  In the lawful defense of the slayer, or his or her husband, wife, parent, child, brother or 

sister, or of any other person in his or her presence or company, when there is reasonable ground 

to apprehend a design on the part of the person slain to commit a felony or to do some great 

personal injury to the slayer or to any such person, and there is imminent danger of such design 

being accomplished; or 

      2.  In the actual resistance of an attempt to commit a felony upon the slayer, in his or her 

presence, or upon or in a dwelling, or other place of abode in which the slayer is. 

      [1911 C&P § 133; A 1931, 160; 1931 NCL § 10080]—(NRS A 1993, 932) 
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  NRS 200.200  Killing in self-defense.  If a person kills another in self-defense, it must 

appear that: 

      1.  The danger was so urgent and pressing that, in order to save the person’s own life, or to 

prevent the person from receiving great bodily harm, the killing of the other was absolutely 

necessary; and 

      2.  The person killed was the assailant, or that the slayer had really, and in good faith, 

endeavored to decline any further struggle before the mortal blow was given. 

      [1911 C&P § 137; RL § 6402; NCL § 10084] 

 

   NRS 202.253  Definitions.  As used in NRS 202.253 to 202.369, inclusive: 

      1.  “Explosive or incendiary device” means any explosive or incendiary material or 

substance that has been constructed, altered, packaged or arranged in such a manner that its 

ordinary use would cause destruction or injury to life or property. 

      2.  “Firearm” means any device designed to be used as a weapon from which a projectile 

may be expelled through the barrel by the force of any explosion or other form of combustion. 

      3.  “Firearm capable of being concealed upon the person” applies to and includes all 

firearms having a barrel less than 12 inches in length. 

      4.  “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle that is self-propelled. 

      (Added to NRS by 1977, 879; A 1979, 157; 1989, 1239; 1995, 1151, 2533, 2726; 1997, 

662, 826; 2001, 805; 2003, 1350; 2005, 594) 

 

NRS 202.2547 Background check required for certain sales or transfers of firearms between 

unlicensed persons; procedure. [Effective January 2, 2020.]  

      1. Except as otherwise provided in NRS 202.2548, an unlicensed person shall not sell or 

transfer a firearm to another unlicensed person unless a licensed dealer first conducts a 

background check on the buyer or transferee in compliance with this section. 

 

NRS 202.257  Possession of firearm when under influence of alcohol, controlled substance 

or other intoxicating substance; administration of evidentiary test; penalty; forfeiture of 

firearm. 
      1.  It is unlawful for a person who: 

      (a) Has a concentration of alcohol of 0.10 or more in his or her blood or breath; or 

      (b) Is under the influence of any controlled substance, or is under the combined influence of 

intoxicating liquor and a controlled substance, or any person who inhales, ingests, applies or 

otherwise uses any chemical, poison or organic solvent, or any compound or combination of any 

of these, to a degree which renders him or her incapable of safely exercising actual physical 

control of a firearm, 

Ê to have in his or her actual physical possession any firearm. This prohibition does not apply to 

the actual physical possession of a firearm by a person who was within the person’s personal 

residence and had the firearm in his or her possession solely for self-defense. 

 

NRS 202.265 Possession of dangerous weapon on property or in vehicle of school or child 

care facility; penalty; exceptions.  
      1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person shall not carry or possess while on 

the property of the Nevada System of Higher Education, a private or public school or child care 

facility, or while in a vehicle of a private or public school or child care facility: 

      (a) An explosive or incendiary device; 

      (b) A dirk, dagger or switchblade knife; 

      (c) A nunchaku or trefoil; 

      (d) A blackjack or billy club or metal knuckles; 

      (e) A pneumatic gun; (f) A pistol, revolver or other firearm; or 
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      (g) Any device used to mark any part of a person with paint or any other substance. 

 

NRS 202.285, 202.287  Discharging firearm at or into structure, vehicle, aircraft or 

watercraft; penalties. 
      1.  A person who willfully and maliciously discharges a firearm at or into any house, room, 

apartment, tenement, shop, warehouse, store, mill, barn, stable, outhouse or other building, tent, 

vessel, aircraft, vehicle, vehicle trailer, semitrailer or house trailer, railroad locomotive, car or 

tender: 

      (a) If it has been abandoned, is guilty of a misdemeanor unless a greater penalty is 

provided in NRS 202.287. 

      (b) If it is occupied, is guilty of a category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment 

in the state prison for a minimum term of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more 

than 6 years, or by a fine of not more than $5,000, or by both fine and imprisonment. 

      2.  Whenever a firearm is so discharged at or into any vessel, aircraft, vehicle, vehicle 

trailer, semitrailer or house trailer, railroad locomotive, car or tender, in motion or at rest, and it 

cannot with reasonable certainty be ascertained in what county the crime was committed, the 

offender may be arrested and tried in any county through which the vessel, aircraft, vehicle, 

vehicle trailer, semitrailer or house trailer, locomotive or railroad car may have run on the trip 

during which the firearm was discharged at or into it. 

      (Added to NRS by 1979, 157; A 1989, 1240; 1995, 1206) 

 

  NRS 202.290  Aiming firearm at human being; discharging weapon where person might 

be endangered; penalty.  Unless a greater penalty is provided in NRS 202.287, a person who 

willfully: 

      1.  Aims any gun, pistol, revolver or other firearm, whether loaded or not, at or toward any 

human being; or 

      2.  Discharges any firearm, air gun or other weapon, or throws any deadly missile in a 

public place or in any place where any person might be endangered thereby, although an injury 

does not result, is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

      [1911 C&P § 344; RL § 6609; NCL § 10292]—(NRS A 1989, 820, 1240, 1243) 

 

 NRS 202.300  Use or possession of firearm by child under age of 18 years; unlawful to aid 

or permit child to commit violation; child 14 years of age or older authorized to possess firearm 

under certain circumstances 

      1.  A child under 18 years shall not handle or have in their possession any firearm for 

hunting, target practice or other purposes except while accompanied by their parent, guardian or 

adult person authorized by their parent or guardian 

      -   A child who violates this subsection commits a delinquent act and the court may order the 

detention of the child in the same manner as if they had committed an act that would have been a 

felony if committed by an adult 

      -   Except a child who is 14 years of age or older, who has in his or her possession a valid 

license to hunt, may handle or have in his or her possession or under his or her control, without 

being accompanied by his or her parent, guardian or an adult person authorized by his or her 

parent or guardian 

 

  NRS 202.320  Drawing deadly weapon in threatening manner. 
      1.  Unless a greater penalty is provided in NRS 202.287, a person having, carrying or 

procuring from another person any dirk, dirk-knife, sword, sword cane, pistol, gun or other 

deadly weapon, who, in the presence of two or more persons, draws or exhibits any of such 

deadly weapons in a rude, angry or threatening manner not in necessary self-defense, or who in 

any manner unlawfully uses that weapon in any fight or quarrel, is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
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2.  A sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, constable or other peace officer shall not be held to 

answer, under the provisions of subsection 1, for drawing or exhibiting any of the weapons 

mentioned therein while in the lawful discharge of his or her duties. 

      [1911 C&P § 174; RL § 6439; NCL § 10121]—(NRS A 1967, 486; 1989, 1240) 

 

  NRS 202.350  Manufacture, importation, possession or use of dangerous weapon or 

silencer; carrying concealed weapon without permit; penalties; issuance of permit to carry 

concealed weapon; exceptions. 
      1.  Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS 202.3653 (definitions) to 202.369, 

inclusive, a person within this State shall not: 

      (a) Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer or 

expose for sale, or give, lend or possess any instrument or weapon of the kind commonly known 

as a blackjack, slingshot, billy, sand-club, sandbag or metal knuckles; 

      (b) Manufacture or cause to be manufactured, or import into the State, or keep, offer or 

expose for sale, or give, lend, possess or use a machine gun or a silencer, unless authorized by 

federal law; 

      (c) With the intent to inflict harm upon the person of another, possess or use a nunchaku or 

trefoil; or 

      (d) Carry concealed upon his or her person any: 

             (1) Explosive substance, other than ammunition or any components thereof; 

             (2) Machete; or 

             (3) Pistol, revolver or other firearm, other dangerous or deadly weapon or pneumatic 

gun. 

      8.  As used in this section: 

      (a) “Concealed weapon” means a weapon described in this section that is carried upon a 

person in such a manner as not to be discernible by ordinary observation. 

 

 NRS 202.360    Ownership or possession of firearm by certain persons prohibited; 

penalties. 

 A person shall not own or have in his or her possession or under his or her custody or 

control any firearm if the person: 

Has been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 

921(a)(33); 

Has been convicted of a felony, unless the person has received a pardon and the pardon does not 

restrict his or her right to bear arms; 

Has made a false statement on any application for a permit or for a renewal of a permit; 

Is a fugitive from justice, i.e., outstanding warrant; 

Is an unlawful user of, or addicted to, any controlled substance; 

Is otherwise prohibited by federal law 

 

NRS 202.360 / 202.3657 Application for permit; eligibility; denial or revocation of permit. 

[Effective July 1, 2020.] 

…[1-3] 4. The sheriff shall deny an application or revoke a permit if the sheriff determines that 

the applicant or permittee: 

      (a) Has an outstanding warrant for his or her arrest. 

      (b) Has been judicially declared incompetent or insane. 

      (c) Has been voluntarily or involuntarily admitted to a mental health facility during the 

immediately preceding 5 years. 

      (d) Has habitually used intoxicating liquor or a controlled substance to the extent that his or 

her normal faculties are impaired. For the purposes of this paragraph, it is presumed that a person  
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has so used intoxicating liquor or a controlled substance if, during the immediately preceding 5 

years, the person has: 

      (1) Been convicted of violating the provisions of NRS 484C.110; or 

      (2) Participated in a program of treatment pursuant to NRS 176A.230 to 176A.245, inclusive. 

      (e) Has been convicted of a crime involving the use or threatened use of force or violence 

punishable as a misdemeanor under the laws of this or any other state, or a territory or possession 

of the United States at any time during the immediately preceding 3 years. 

      (f) Has been convicted of a felony in this State or under the laws of any state, territory or 

possession of the United States. 

      (g) Has been convicted of a crime involving domestic violence or stalking, or is currently 

subject to a restraining order, injunction or other order for protection against domestic violence. 

      (h) Is currently subject to an ex parte or extended order for protection against high-risk 

behavior issued pursuant to NRS 33.570 or 33.580. 

      (i) Is currently on parole or probation from a conviction obtained in this State or in any other 

state or territory or possession of the United States. 

      (j) Has, within the immediately preceding 5 years, been subject to any requirements imposed 

by a court of this State or of any other state or territory or possession of the United States, as a 

condition to the court’s: 

      (1) Withholding of the entry of judgment for a conviction of a felony; or 

      (2) Suspension of sentence for the conviction of a felony. 

      (k) Has made a false statement on any application for a permit or for the renewal of a permit. 

      (l) Has been discharged or released from service in the Armed Forces of the United States, a 

reserve component thereof or the National Guard under conditions other than honorable 

conditions and is less than 21 years of age. 

 

NRS 202.3653 Definitions. As used in NRS 202.3653 to 202.369, inclusive, unless the context 

otherwise requires:  

      1. “Concealed firearm” means a loaded or unloaded handgun which is carried upon a person 

in such a manner as not to be discernible by ordinary observation. 

      2. “Department” means the Department of Public Safety. 

      3. “Handgun” has the meaning ascribed to it in 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(29). 

      4. “Permit” means a permit to carry a concealed firearm issued pursuant to the provisions of 

NRS 202.3653 to 202.369, inclusive. 

(Added to NRS by 1995, 2721; A 1997, 1175; 1999, 850; 2001, 2579; 2005, 596; 2007, 3151; 

2013, 1138) 

 

  NRS 202.366  Investigation of applicant for permit; issuance or denial of permit; 

expiration of permit. 
      1.  Upon receipt by a sheriff of an application for a permit, including an application for the 

renewal of a permit pursuant to NRS 202.3677, the sheriff shall conduct an investigation of the 

applicant to determine if the applicant is eligible for a permit. In conducting the investigation, the 

sheriff shall forward a complete set of the applicant’s fingerprints to the Central Repository for 

Nevada Records of Criminal History for submission to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for its 

report concerning the criminal history of the applicant. The investigation also must include a 

report from the National Instant Criminal Background Check System. The sheriff shall issue a 

permit to the applicant unless the applicant is not qualified to possess a handgun pursuant to state 

or federal law or is not otherwise qualified to obtain a permit pursuant to NRS 

202.3653 to 202.369, inclusive, or the regulations adopted pursuant thereto. 

      2.  To assist the sheriff in conducting the investigation, any local law enforcement agency, 

including the sheriff of any county, may voluntarily submit to the sheriff a report or other 

information concerning the criminal history of an applicant. 
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      3.  Within 120 days after a complete application for a permit is submitted, the sheriff to 

whom the application is submitted shall grant or deny the application. If the application is 

denied, the sheriff shall send the applicant written notification setting forth the reasons for the 

denial. If the application is granted, the sheriff shall provide the applicant with a permit 

containing a colored photograph of the applicant and containing such other information as may 

be prescribed by the Department.  

 

NRS 202.366 Investigation of applicant for permit; issuance or denial of permit; expiration of 

permit. 

… [1-3] 4. Unless suspended or revoked by the sheriff who issued the permit, a permit expires 5 

years after the date on which it is issued. 

 

NRS 202.3662 Confidentiality of information about applicant for permit and permittee. 

      1. Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS 202.3665 and 239.0115: 

      (a) An application for a permit, and all information contained within that application; 

      (b) All information provided to a sheriff or obtained by a sheriff in the course of the 

investigation of an applicant or permittee; (c) The identity of the permittee; and (d) Any records 

regarding the suspension, restoration or revocation of a permit, are confidential. 

      2. Any records regarding an applicant or permittee may be released to a law enforcement 

agency for the purpose of conducting an investigation or prosecution. 

      3. Statistical abstracts of data compiled by a sheriff regarding permits applied for or issued 

pursuant to NRS 202.3653 to 202.369, inclusive, including, but not limited to, the number of 

applications received and permits issued, may be released to any person. 

(Added to NRS by 1997, 1174; A 1999, 851; 2007, 2077; 2011, 754, 3110) 

 

  NRS 202.3667  Permittee to carry permit and proper identification when in possession 

of concealed firearm; penalty. 
      1.  Each permittee shall carry the permit, or a duplicate issued pursuant to the provisions 

of NRS 202.367, together with proper identification whenever the permittee is in actual 

possession of a concealed firearm. Both the permit and proper identification must be presented if 

requested by a peace officer. 

      2.  A permittee who violates the provisions of this section is subject to a civil penalty of $25 

for each violation. 

      (Added to NRS by 1995, 2724) 

 

   NRS 202.3673  Permittee authorized to carry concealed firearm while on premises of 

public building; exceptions; penalty. 
      1.  Except as otherwise provided in subsections 2 and 3, a permittee may carry a concealed 

firearm while the permittee is on the premises of any public building. 

      2.  A permittee shall not carry a concealed firearm while the permittee is on the premises of 

a public building that is located on the property of a public airport. 

      3.  A permittee shall not carry a concealed firearm while the permittee is on the premises of: 

      (a) A public building that is located on the property of a public school or a child care facility 

or the property of the Nevada System of Higher Education, unless the permittee has obtained 

written permission to carry a concealed firearm while he or she is on the premises of the public 

building pursuant to subparagraph (3) of paragraph (a) of subsection 3 of NRS 202.265. 

      (b) A public building that has a metal detector at each public entrance or a sign posted at 

each public entrance indicating that no firearms are allowed in the building, unless the permittee 

is not prohibited from carrying a concealed firearm while he or she is on the premises of the 

public building pursuant to subsection 4. 
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  (d) A permittee from carrying a concealed firearm while he or she is on the premises of the 

public building if the permittee has received written permission from the person in control of 

the public building to carry a concealed firearm while the permittee is on the premises of the 

public building. 

      5.  A person who violates subsection 2 or 3 is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

 NRS 202.3677  Application for renewal of permit; fees; demonstrated continued 

competence required. 
      1.  If a permittee wishes to renew his or her permit, the permittee must: 

      (a) Complete and submit to the sheriff who issued the permit an application for renewal of 

the permit; and 

      (b) Undergo an investigation by the sheriff pursuant to NRS 202.366 to determine if the 

permittee is eligible for a permit. 

      2.  An application for the renewal of a permit must: 

      (a) Be completed and signed under oath by the applicant; 

      (b) Contain a statement that the applicant is eligible to receive a permit pursuant to NRS 

202.3657;  

      (c) Be accompanied by a nonrefundable fee equal to the non-volunteer rate charged by the 

Central Repository for Nevada Records of Criminal History and the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation to obtain the reports required pursuant to subsection 1 of NRS 202.366; and 

      (d) Be accompanied by a nonrefundable fee of $25. 

- If a permittee fails to renew his or her permit on or before the date of expiration of the permit, 

the application for renewal must include an additional nonrefundable late fee of $15. 

      3.  No permit may be renewed pursuant to this section unless the permittee has 

demonstrated continued competence with handguns by successfully completing a course 

prescribed by the sheriff renewing the permit. 

      (Added to NRS by 1995, 2725; A 2007, 3154; 2011, 755, 1782, 3110; 2013, 1142) 

 

NRS 202.3688 / 3689 Department to prepare list of states that meet certain requirements 

concerning permits; Department to provide copy of list to law enforcement agencies in this 

State; Department to make list available to public. 

      1. On or before July 1 of each year, the Department shall: 

      (a) Determine whether each state requires a person to complete any training, class or program       

before the issuance of a permit to carry a concealed firearm in that state. 

      (b) Determine whether each state has an electronic database which identifies each individual 

who possesses a valid permit to carry a concealed firearm issued by that state and which a law 

enforcement officer in this State may access at all times through a national law enforcement 

telecommunications system. (c) Prepare a list of states that meet the requirements of paragraphs 

      (a) and (b). 

      (d) Provide a copy of the list prepared pursuant to paragraph (c) to each law enforcement 

agency in this State. 

      2. The Department shall, upon request, make the list prepared pursuant to subsection 1 

available to the public. 

(Added to NRS by 2007, 3150; A 2015, 1783, 2691) 
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