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5th Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

 
 
 
FOR THOSE IN THE CONGREGATION:  IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS STANDING, PLEASE 
FEEL FREE TO REMAIN SEATED THROUGHOUT THE SERVICE. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
¶ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them,” Jesus told the disciples (John 20:23). Based on this, Martin 
Luther taught that we can hear the words of forgiveness from the minister as is from Christ himself.                                                                                                

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole Heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
¶ GATHERING HYMN                     “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                                        

Congregation sings verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
 

 
 

 
 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
     you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE  
 

 
 
 
 
¶ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, prayer and song. 

READING:  Acts 7:55-60 
L: A reading from the Book of Acts:  

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
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together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
READING: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  (Read the Psalm responsively) 
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; 
  make haste to deliver me. 
  
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.  
  
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
  
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” 

 

 
READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
L: A reading from the 1st Book of Peter: 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be 
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes 
in him will not be put to shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8 and “A 
stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
   9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,   
but now you have received mercy. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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¶ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
“Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relents from punishing.” (Joel 2:13)  

 

 

 

¶ GOSPEL John 14:1-14 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 

in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 
   8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you 
do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in 
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going 
to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON                                                                                                       Pastor Adam Bohland 
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¶ HYMN OF THE DAY                           “You Are the Way”                                                    
Congregation sings verses 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 
 

 
 

¶ APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
P:  God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living  together in trust and hope, 
let us proclaim our faith: 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born 
of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day He rose again, He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Congregation to remain seated.)   
“I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone.” (1 Tim. 2:1)  

 
L: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for 

the needs of all creation…A brief silence.  
 
L: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders, deacons, 

pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and valleys. Protect 

all you have made from the ravages of pollution and dangerous weather. Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of peace and 

justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion, and raise up 
advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any in need, and 

comfort those who are sick (especially those we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). Instill 
caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,  

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to witness to your 

love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are never 

separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts 
in word and deed (especially those we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 
L:  Ever living God, you are The Way, The Truth, and The Life.   Challenge us to follow in the  
     footsteps of St. Stephen as we serve those amongst us and let our ministries bring hope to our  
     neighbors who may not see much hope in their lives. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
L:   Bless our nation and those who guide it: our President, Congress and Courts; our state and  
      local leaders; and for those who serve as police, first responders, and for all who serve in the 
      military, especially those known to St Petri: Kurtis, Matthew and Pastor Adam. Merciful God, 
C:   receive our prayer. 
 
P:    God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all 
       the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
C:    Amen.  
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MEAL 
We receive the forgiveness of God through the body and blood of Jesus Christ. 

¶ OFFERTORY                     “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

Congregation sings verse 4 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

      P:  God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.   
              Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may  
              rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. 
       C:  Amen. 
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¶ GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 
P:   It is indeed right our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you almighty and merciful God. And so we praise your name and join in their ending hymn: 
 

 
 
¶ SANCTUS             Haugen 

Cantor sings first time 
Congregation sings second time 
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¶ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks, broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 
¶ LORD’S PRAYER 

P: According to your steadfast love, O Lord, hear these and all our prayers as we lift them up to 
you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION  

All who are baptized or commune at their home church as God’s people are welcome at God’s table. 
Come up the center aisle at the direction of the ushers. You will receive a wafer from the pastor, 
then a cup of wine or grape juice from the lector. If you are unable to come to the front for 
Communion, please let an usher know, and the pastor will come to you. The pastor will offer a blessing 
to those who do not wish to receive Communion. Indicate this by crossing your arms in front of you. 
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“Lamb of God”                                                                                                     Haugen  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



13 

 

¶ POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 

 
 
 
¶ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
          P:  Let us pray: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 

ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 
life. In your name we pray. 

  C:  Amen. 
 
 
¶ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
The Holy Spirit sends us to share the Good News in our community this week. 

 
 BENEDICTION                           

“You shall say to them, the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:23-26)                                                                                                                                                  

 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
       The Lord look upon you with favor, and grant you peace. In the name of the Father, the +Son 
       and the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                                          
Congregation sings verses 1 and 4 
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DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS028047. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 

Leading Worship Today St. Petri Staff and Worship Chairs 
Presiding Minister           Pastor Adam Bohland  Pastor Rev. Adam Bohland 
Organist           Martha Amstutz  Director of Music  Martha Amstutz 
Lector           Sue Mead Office Manager Shelly Savory 
Cantor 
Lead Usher  

          Carrie George 
          Micki Schouten 

Altar Guild 
Head Elder 

Sandy Seelman 
Terry Francis 

Altar Care           Sue Mead Worship Cmte. Cindy Kuhman 
Camera Operator           Tina Kinkaid Custodian Tonya Roberts 
Greeter              Marianne Melton 
Sunday School Leader       Mary Barris 
 
THANK YOU FOR WORSHIPING WITH US TODAY!  If you do not know a hymn or song, feel free to 
speak the words rather than sing.  Please notice that congregational responses are in bold. The 
congregation may stand as they are able for the parts of the Service marked ¶. 
 

RESTROOMS are located on each side of the outside entrance to the worship space. 
 

FREE WiFi: Anyone may access “SPLC-Guest”. The password is: Troop200 

 

SPECIAL WELCOME VISITORS: A special welcome to all visitors with us today. 
Please take a moment to sign the red guest book located in the Narthex.  If you have 
any further questions we are happy to try and assist you. 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION: As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, St. Petri 
practices “open Communion.” Anyone who has been baptized as a child of God or who takes 
Communion in a home church is welcome at God’s table for Holy Communion today.  

 

ST. PETRI FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST: Join us for a Fellowship Breakfast  
today after worship. For $10, enjoy pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice, and milk while sharing fellowship 
with friends. Sign up in the Narthex or in Hallway. 
 
PARISH PAPER: The Parish Paper is available in the Narthex. Please pick yours up today to help us 
save on postage. Thank you! 
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NOISY OFFERING: Next week we will collect our noisy offering for Parish Life.   
 
 

GARDEN PROJECT: The Girl Scouts have begun planning for our garden project! To 
help support these efforts, we’re looking for donations of half-gallon containers (juice or milk), exterior 
wood screws, planter boxes, and wood and empty cardboard egg cartons, not styrofoam.. We are 
also happy to accept any plants or seeds you may have available for transplanting. Pick-up is 
available for donated items. This is a great opportunity to clean out your garage or basement while 
helping us upcycle materials for a meaningful cause! 
 
 
FAMILY & FRIENDS BANQUET FUNDRAISER: This Thursday evening join us for a wonderful 
evening of food, fellowship, and inspiration! $15 per person. Dinner Menu: Chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, roll, salad, dessert & punch. Dinner prepared by Terry Francis. Special 
Guest Speaker: Jeannine Grimm. Musical Guests: Cindy Eberhart & Ken Cooper. 

• 5:00–6:00 PM – Social Hour with music 
• 6:00 PM – Dinner served 
• 6:45 PM – Guest Speaker 

This event is a fundraiser for the Project Fix-Up. 
A big thank you to our Dartball Team for volunteering with setup, kitchen help, and clean-up! Bring 
your family and friends, we’d love to see you there! See Micki or church office for tickets. 
 

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES: Do you know anyone graduating from high 
school, college, a professional program or graduate school? During worship on May 31, we will 
recognize and bless anyone in our St. Petri family who is graduating this year. Please write their 
name, relation and degree on the Narthex bulletin board or the hallway bulletin board, and invite them 
to join us in person or online!    
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We Offer with Joy and Thanksgiving 
~ ourselves, our time, our possessions ~ 

 

 Attendance last Sunday: 42 in person 10 online 
 

 

 
 
 

Offerings for current expenses: 
From Member Envelopes: $1,640.00  

From Other Sources: 206.00  

Total Received: $1,846.00 
 

 

Offerings for Benevolence: $30.00 
Offerings for Project Fix-Up: $35.00 

General Memorial $25.00 
~ signs of God’s gracious love! ~ 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUN [MAY 3] 
 9am  Worship 
   Fellowship Breakfast 
 
MON [MAY 4] 
 5:30 pm Girl Scout Meeting 

7pm Boy Scouts Den/Troop 
Meeting 

 
TUES [MAY 5] 
 9am  Quilting 
 
WED [MAY 6] 
 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
THURS [MAY 7] 

5pm Family & Friends 
Fundraiser 

6:30pm Neighborhood Block 
Watch 

SUN [MAY 10] Mother’s Day 
 9am  Worship 
  
MON [MAY 11] 
 5:30pm Girl Scout Meeting 
 
TUES [MAY 12] 
 9am  Quilting 
 
WED [MAY 13] 
 1pm  Church Council 
 6pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
THURS [MAY 14] 
 12pm  Men’s Lunch at Bob Evans 
 1pm  Rachel’s Circle 

 
 
 
 

Giving last Sunday: Current Offering Receipts: $1,640.00 
 Received Month-to-Date: $9,970.00 
 Budgeted Needs Monthly: $12,964.00 
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
 
Members in Nursing 
Homes 

Military Members Non-Members 

Terrence Henricks,  Kurtis Grohowski Norma Schrickel Sam Saar 

    Ayden Healthcare Matthew Cass Gene Daniels Doris Muszaynski 

Dolores Jabs Pastor Adam Bohland Pam Michalski Monica Matuszak 

    The Gardens of St.  David Michalski    Mencia 

    Francis  Terry Henricks Delores Jabs 

Marilyn Henricks 
    Otterbein-Monclova 
Ruth Beach 
   Lakes of Monclova 
Betty Peth 
  Hospice of Northwest  
  Ohio 
 

 Sherri Leininger 
Marti 
Huepenbecker 
Chuck Dolt 
Irene Daniels 
Marilyn Henricks 
Sydney Easton 

Jeri Campbell 
Adrienne Perreault 
Avery Monroe 
Danielle Scott 
Vivian McCarthy 
Pastor Tim Rothfuss 
Pastor Chuck Campbell 

  Fred Shook Melissa Haydock 

  Karen Snyder Judy Carr 

  Gene Campbell 
Daryl Bosh 
Betty Peth 
Pastor Denny King 
Don Hughes 

Sue Brown 
Pat Shiple 
Mark Shiple 
Carol Dolt 

 
 
 
If you would like your name, the name of a friend or loved one added to the prayer list, please call the 
church office at 419.385.4639. To have your prayer added to St. Petri's Prayer Chain or to become a 
part of our Prayer Chain, please call Norma Schouten at 419.382.3301, or the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


