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James 1: 12  (NIV):   Blessed is the one who _____________ under 

trial because, having  __________ the test, that person will receive the 

crown of life that the Lord has _________ to those who love him. 
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   “What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms. What a blessedness, what a peace 

is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms, Leaning, leaning, 

leaning on the everlasting arms.” 

   As principle of the Southern Normal Music Institute of Georgia, Anthony Showalter was challenged when 

he received two weighty letters from former students: both informed him they had suffered the loss of their 

wives and were asking comfort and guidance. Showalter, understanding the depth of their losses and the de-

sire to give them godly counsel, wisely searched the Scriptures and landed in Deuteronomy 33, where Moses 

is saying good-bye to the people of Israel. The Israelites were coming to the end of a forty-year journey 

through the wilderness, finally approaching the Promised Land. Decades earlier, they set out from Egypt, 

miraculously claiming their freedom from Pharaoh and his slave drivers. They had walked on dry ground 

through the Red Sea…drunk water that sprang from a rock…eaten food that materialized every morning on 

the ground…and unsure of their destination, followed…followed a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

They also suffered for grumbling and complaining…disobedience…idolatry…and lack of faith in their God 

and their leader Moses. They witnessed an entire generation die, saw hundreds of rebellious brethren swal-

lowed by the earth, and then when they complained about it saw fourteen thousand more die in a plague. 

Now, the Israelites were bracing for what could be their greatest loss of all – Moses. Moses had always been 

their go-between with the LORD, giving His laws, directing their paths, administering His justice. Now, as 

he lay on his deathbed, what words would Moses leave them with as they said good-bye to him and entered 

their long- awaited Promised Land? 

   The same words Anthony Showalter would use to encourage his students in their losses. Found in vs. 27: 

“The eternal God is your refuge, and His everlasting arms are under you…” As Showalter wrote out letters 

to his grieving former students, he also was inspired to write the chorus words to the song: “Leaning On The 

Everlasting Arms.” Then he wrote another letter, this time to his friend Elisha Hoffman explaining, “Here is 

the chorus for a good hymn from Deuteronomy 33:27, but I can’t come up with any verses.” After Hoffman 

sent him three verses, Showalter put the lyrics to music. The message of Showalter’s song, the message of 

Moses, and the message of the LORD to all of us is clear: Our refuge is God alone! We need only to lean on 

the everlasting arms of the One who has the whole world in His hands.  

   Moses’ song declares that God is our refuge, our only true security. How often we entrust our lives to other 

things – perhaps money, careers, a noble cause, or a lifelong dream. But our only true refuge is the eternal 

God…who always holds out His arms to catch us when the shaky supports that we trust collapse and fall. No 

storm can destroy us when we take refuge in Him! Those without God, however, must forever be cautious. 

One mistake may wipe them out! Living for God in this world may look like risky business. But it is the 

godless who are on shaky ground. Because God is our refuge, we will stand! 

   May is a very busy month for our school with prom coming up, Baccalaureate, and Commencement. Also, 

we have Mothers’ Day and Memorial Day. We will have the S.A.I.L. Luncheon on Thursday, May 21 at 

12:00 noon till 1:30 pm.  

   Also, you can mark your calendars for Sunday, June 28th, for PICNIC WITH THE FABINS at our home. 

We will start at 5:00 pm and we will provide the meat and drinks and paper products. We just ask you to 

bring your favorite dish to share. Last year we had a great time of fellowship and singing and look forward to 

doing it again this year.  

 

                                     Blessings to all…Jay 
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