
The thought begins in the B
ible verse;       

please take the tim
e to read it first. 
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John 3:18-21 
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ans 12:21 

I C
orinthians 10:13 

 There 
are 

certain 
cancer 

cells 
w

hich 
w

hen 
grow

n in a test-tube m
edium

 w
ith hum

an cells, grow
 

at the sam
e rate as the hum

an cells. B
ut w

hen the sam
e 

cells grow
 in a living hum

an body, the cancer cells 
begin to outnum

ber and crow
d out the natural, body 

cells. W
hy? 

 H
um

an cells are designed to respond to certain 
physiological controls in the body —

 enzym
es w

hich 
keep the hum

an body from
 grow

ing to m
onstrous or 

unlim
ited proportions. The cancerous cells do not 

have 
this 

built-in 
control 

response 
to 

the 
body; 

therefore they quickly outnum
ber and overw

helm
 the 

healthy cells for they respond to no restraint. 
 In life, evil know

s no restraint of either m
oral or 

spiritual control and it seem
s —

 and m
any tim

es it is 
true —

 that evil literally sw
allow

s up and overcom
es 

good. W
hat can w

e do about this to prevent it? 
 G

od has given us the pow
er to outgrow

 —
 to stay up 

w
ith and overcom

e —
 evil providing w

e allow
 H

im
 to 

stim
ulate the grow

th of the H
oly Spirit in our souls. 

This w
as the secret of Jesus’ pow

er over sin and evil. 
 Prayer in our life is a releasing of G

od’s pow
er 

over evil in any area. W
hen you feel evil begin to 

overw
helm

 you, pray for greater grow
th in that area, a 

stim
ulation of G

od-in-you. 
 

Prayer: Lord, you have given us an antidote for 
everything that threatens our spiritual life. Check any 
growth in m

y life that is not of Thee. A
M

EN  
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 W
e are fam

iliar w
ith the kind of contest in w

hich 
three people are allotted $100, three others $500, and 
a third group $1000, w

ith w
hich they are to select a 

w
ardrobe. The one in each group w

ho m
akes the 

m
ost of the m

oney, w
ins the prize. 

Life is like this. G
od has given each of us certain 

“talents” —
 assets w

hich w
e are to use and m

ultiply in 
our lifetim

e. It is interesting how
 three people, w

ith 
sim

ilar potential, can com
e up w

ith such different 
results! M

any tim
es those w

ith great talent, num
erous 

abilities, m
ake less of their lives than those w

ith 
only a fraction of that ability. 

Look at your life. It is all you w
ill have to give 

G
od w

hen this life is over. The capacity to love . . . 
how

 m
uch has it grow

n? Patience . . . is   it stronger? 
Y

our faith . . . has it been shaken? A
nd your talents? 

D
o you know

 w
hat they are —

 or do you have a 
preconceived notion of w

hat they should be to be 
“acceptable”? 

A
ny 

ability 
—

 
no 

m
atter 

how
 

insignificant 
it 

seem
s 

to 
you, 

is 
needed 

by 
G

od 
som

ew
here. 

G
od does not ask our evaluation of w

hat H
e has 

given us other than that it be dedicated to helping H
is 

w
orld and to bringing people to a know

ledge and 
understanding of H

is love and H
is Plan for us. H

e 
know

s w
hat w

e are capable of. It is to H
im

 w
e w

ill 
answ

er one day. 

Prayer: O
 Lord, help m

e to run to do Your will. G
ive 

m
e an eagerness and gratitude for what I can do for 

You in this life. H
elp m

e to dedicate it to You,  Lord, I 
pray.    AM

EN
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John 17:1-11 
 W

e have all heard people say, “I don’t believe in 
prayer. 

G
od 

is 
a 

creator, 
too 

universal 
to 

be 
concerned —

 too great to care about m
y problem

s.” 

Turn to Scripture. D
oes Jesus pray as though H

e 
believes G

od is an unattainable force? H
e prays to 

H
im

 as a Father w
ith a certainty, love and intim

acy 
w

hich is deeply m
oving and to us, very revealing. 

This m
ystery of the personalness of G

od is 
som

ething 
w

e 
m

ust 
accept 

on 
faith. 

It 
defies 

description 
and 

cannot 
be 

argued 
logically. 

If 
anyone is in doubt, all w

e can say is, “I know
 

because Jesus prayed believing, and H
e com

m
anded us 

to pray in the sam
e w

ay.” (M
atthew

 6:7-13) 

The w
orld can destroy the faith of the C

hristian if 
he takes his eye off C

hrist; it can argue us into all 
sorts of doubts, ridicule our belief, because there 
m

ay be tim
es w

hen you w
onder if indeed G

od does 
hear. W

hen that tim
e com

es, turn to these verses, 
claim

 them
 as truth, and w

ait in Faith for your G
od to 

w
ork H

is great w
ill in your life. Y

our faith w
ill be 

renew
ed. 

Prayer: O
 G

od, how we thank Thee that Thy Son has 
shown us the way in every area of our spiritual life. 
Father, we would not know of Thy personal love —

 
Your ability to speak w

ith us, to answer our prayers if 
it were not for H

is exam
ple. W

e thank Thee Father. 
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A
cts 4:14-31 

 It takes courage today to speak of your faith —
 if you 

are a C
hristian. Som

ehow
 the w

orld is m
ore lenient 

tow
ard the agnostic, the com

m
unist, the hum

anist than 
it is tow

ard people w
ho follow

 C
hrist as their Lord. 

B
ut read this passage in A

cts again: the Sadducees 
w

ere afraid of the pow
er of this risen Lord; they had seen 

a m
an healed, and there w

ere hundreds of accounts of 
m

iraculous happenings daily in their city that they could 
not explain w

ith their rigid logic. 
The 

sam
e 

is 
true 

today. 
M

en 
do 

fear 
the 

true 
C

hristian 
experience, 

because 
it 

still 
has 

inexorable 
influence over m

en and events, w
hereas agnosticism

 and 
com

m
unism

 are lim
ited by purely hum

an endeavor. 
In your cam

pus, office, club m
eeting or politics you 

often find m
ore fear and resistance at the m

ention of 
C

hrist than you do at the m
ention of a m

ere political 
rebel, m

oral corruption —
 dishonesty, m

aterialism
. W

hy? 
B

ecause people instinctively feel they can cope w
ith these 

m
an-m

ade threats. The pow
er of G

od w
orking through 

people is som
ething else. 

They see the poise and certainty in your life w
hich 

nothing can touch —
 and they see G

od at w
ork; they 

cannot hurt you. They are suddenly helpless in the face of 
this invisible force. 

People have alw
ays feared a living, involved G

od. 
Such a G

od dem
ands som

e sort of response —
 belief or 

rejection. 
 

Prayer: Lord, as long as You continue to reveal Your 
pow

er through Your people, lives will be changed and 
events shaped. H

elp m
e to be such a one, a true and 

faithful w
itness to this am

azing strength —
 this G

od-
w

ith-us w
hich is m

y life daily.    AM
EN
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M
ark 10:13-16 

Luke 10:21-23 
 A

 w
ise old philosopher once said that m

aturity is a 
left-handed asset: w

e need it to get along in this 
w

orld, but it can take the m
agic out of life! 

W
hat did he m

ean? W
e need to be m

ature, in 
control of our em

otions and in the judgm
ent by w

hich 
w

e m
ake decisions, our ability to take life in stride. B

ut 
the place it threatens to defeat us is in our attitude 
tow

ard others, our relationship w
ith G

od! 
W

hy is it that in the B
ible, the intellectual, the 

proud, the independent are never m
entioned as those 

receiving 
H

is 
greatest 

approval 
or 

H
is 

richest 
blessings? W

hy is it w
e are adm

onished to “com
e as 

children” to H
im

? 
B

ecause only as w
e becom

e totally dependent, like 
children before H

im
, can w

e ever realize the 
full 

w
onder, the real m

eaning of the G
od-m

an relation- 
ship. The m

an w
ho has never cried out to G

od in 
utter helplessness —

 to suddenly feel H
is pow

erful 
presence beside him

 —
 can never understand H

is 
om

nipotence. The m
an w

ho has never felt like a lost 
child, has never felt, either, the overw

helm
ing love of 

a divine Father. 
It is only as w

e stand before G
od as children that w

e 
see H

is aw
esom

e and com
pelling love. If you have 

never reached out for this, if you have not yet throw
n 

yourself in H
is arm

s, you have a lesson to learn in 
security. Security in this w

orld is G
od. 

Prayer: Father, so m
any tim

es I do long to be a child 
again, to give up the pretense for just a m

om
ent of 

being so strong and self-sufficient. If I com
e now to 

You, please let m
e believe and feel Your presence.  

AM
EN
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H
abakkuk 1:2-5 

Philippians 1:3-6 
 “Tw

o m
en looked through prison bars; the one 

saw
 m

ud, the other stars.” 
W

hich are you? In the passage above w
e see G

od 
com

m
anding 

H
is 

people 
—

 
“Look 

and 
be 

astounded!” 
B

ut 
it 

is 
so 

easy 
today 

to 
look 

and 
“be 

dism
ayed.” W

e see the social depravation, the m
oral 

decay, the disintegration of the fam
ily and w

e 
throw

 up our hands in defeat. 
It is tim

e for believers to once m
ore lift up their 

faces and really look at w
hat G

od is doing for us and 
am

ong us. W
ho did not feel the silent pow

er of H
is 

hand w
hen the astronauts returned after their near-

fatal trip? Indonesia had a revival that has left the 
com

m
unist 

w
orld 

stunned, 
and 

even 
som

e 
C

hristians incredulous. C
am

pus response to H
im

 has 
never been greater than at this m

om
ent of rebellion 

and anarchy. C
hristian statesm

en have w
on against 

insurm
ountable odds. The quiet continuing w

ork of 
the 

H
oly 

Spirit 
w

ill 
alw

ays 
balance 

the 
scale 

according to the need and the cries of G
od’s people. 

The greater the falling aw
ay on one side, the greater 

w
ill G

od’s hand com
e am

ong T
hose w

ho call for 
H

im
. Look into just your ow

n heart . . . how
 m

uch 
m

ore m
ature are you in your faith than you w

ere 
before you w

ere tested —
 how

 m
uch m

ore reliant on 
G

od —
 how

 m
uch m

ore personally aw
are of H

is 
presence in your life, of your daily, critical need of 
H

im
? O

f course. 
 Prayer: Father, give m

e patience —
 eyes to see that 

You have not changed Your tim
e-table —

 that you are 
still reaching out to take m

en into Your love and will 
continue to do so until our Christ com

es. A
M

E
N

 

 


