
How to Read a Case 
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Parts of a Case: The Complaint + Response

The complaint explains:

● What the plaintiff says happened
● What the defendant allegedly did wrong
● What laws the defendant allegedly violated
● What damages or relief the plaintiff wants

The response is is the defendant’s formal 
response to the complaint.
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Parts of a Case: The Applicable Law

The applicable law tells you:

● The legal claim or criminal charge
● The elements that must be proven
● The burden of proof
● Definitions of important legal terms that 

are relevant to the trial 
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Parts of a Case: Stipulated Facts

Stipulated facts are facts that both 
sides agree are true.

● Help make the trial process 
more efficient by eliminating 
the need to present evidence 
or argue points that both sides 
agree upon. 

● Save time and prevent 
redundancy in the trial.
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Parts of a Case: Affidavits 

An affidavit is the witness’s written 
statement. It tells you..

● Who the witness is
● What the witness personally saw, 

heard, or did
● Opinions the witness may give
● Facts that help each side
● Weaknesses or inconsistencies in 

the witness’s story
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In this case, the plaintiff witnesses include: Domenico 
De Sole, David Anfam, and Jamie Martin. The defense 
witnesses include: Ann Freedman, Stephen Polcari, 
and Laili Nasr



Parts of a Case: Exhibits 

Exhibits are physical or 
documentary pieces of evidence.

● Helps the witness explain their 
testimony 

● Allows the jury to understand or 
visualize what they are saying.

● In a mock trial, the effective use 
of exhibits can significantly 
impact how your performance is 
scored.
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Steps to Reading a Case
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Everyone reads and processes information differently. However this is the method 
that we suggest:

● Read the case once without annotating in order to full understand the case. 
● Read the case for a second time with the Plaintiff in mind

○ Ask yourself: “How does this witness prove the claims” 
○ Take note of/highlight in green all of the things in the affidavit that prove 

the claims
● Read the case for a third time with the Defense in mind

○ Ask yourself: “How does this witness disprove the claims?” 
○ Take note/highlight in yellow all of the things in the affidavit that go 

towards the defenses. 

Note: Each  witness can help both sides. The goal is to understand how the same fact 
can be argued differently.


