ANIMALS IN THE NURSERY POLICY
ANIMAL INTERACTION POLICY
INTRODUCTION
At Wild Oaks ELC, we recognise that the presence of animals provides a wealth of learning opportunities. Children develop an understanding of the natural world, including animals and other living creatures, as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). Interacting with animals also helps children learn how to care for living things and understand what they need to survive and thrive.
OUR EXPERIENCE WITH ANIMALS
Our setting is home to our beloved chicken ‘Babba’ and some fish in a tank.  

RISK ASSESSMENT
· All parents are informed about the presence of animals during their initial visit to the nursery.
· Any confirmed allergies or medical concerns related to animals are carefully recorded and considered.

HEALTH & HYGIENE
· Staff are fully trained in hygiene and safety procedures when animals are present.
· Children are closely monitored during all interactions with animals.
· Staff ensure that children do not place their hands near the animals’ faces or their own mouths.
· After animal contact, children are encouraged and supported to wash their hands thoroughly before returning to their regular activities.
· Animals are never left with children unsupervised.
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EYFS KEY THEMES AND COMMITMENTS

All animals interacting with children at Wild Oaks ELC are handled with care and respect. We ensure they are healthy, properly housed during visits, and never subjected to stressful or unsafe situations
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