SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
1. POLICY STATEMENT
To show commitment in promoting sustainability and helping children develop an understanding of how their actions impact the world around them. We embed sustainable practice into our daily routines, our learning experiences and our whole-setting approach to having a sustainable culture weaved into our curriculum at Wild Oaks, in line with the EYFS Development Matters.
2. PRINCIPLES
· Children are supported to respect and care for their environment
· Staff model sustainable practice through everyday routines
· Sustainability is embedded into play, learning and home-setting relationships
· We aim to reduce our carbon footprint, save energy and make eco-friendly choices
· We recognise the significant progress we can make to preparing children to have life-long sustainable practices.

3. OUR APPROACH
· Encourage the use of reusable containers, bottles and packaging where possible
· Recycle paper, card, plastics, metal and other materials where possible
· Compost fruit/ vegetables and waste from snack/meals
· Monitor waste to track reduction and impact of this
· Switch off lights/screens/equipment when not in use
· Encourage children to save water when hand washing (turning taps off)
· Use natural light and ventilation where possible
· Explore opportunities to reduce carbon emissions (energy efficient appliances or sustainable suppliers)
· Include sustainability in everyday learning (Gardening Club, Recycling Club/ daily sustainability learning opportunities/ focus on the environment/ nature walks
· Celebrate events such as Earth Day, World Environment Day, Outdoor Learning day and Recycling Week
· Explore concepts linked to sustainability through stories, songs, discussions
· Highlight future Eco opportunities such as forestry worker, gardener, scientist
· Create and maintain wildlife friendly areas in your setting (bug hotels, wild flower borders, vegetable and fruit growth, bird feeders, compost bin)
· Encourage children to care for and learn about wildlife and nature
· Promote healthy, local and seasonal food
· Encourage parents/carers to reduce waste when supplying lunches and water bottles by showcasing best practice
· Choose eco-friendly play resources
· Share sustainable practices with your families (promote recycling at home)
· Involve parents in recycling projects (gardening, collecting recycling for craft)
· Build partnerships with local initiatives (library)


4. SAFEGUARDING AND EQUALITY
· All sustainability activities will be inclusive and accessible to all
· Respect and incorporate cultural practices around sustainability and environmental care
· All sustainability activities will be inclusive and accessible to all
· Respect and incorporate cultural practices around sustainability and environmental care

##




5. MONITORING AND REVIEW
1. This policy will be reviewed annually
2. We will endeavour to track progress in areas such as: Reducing carbon emissions, reducing setting waste and increasing recycling, enhancing biodiversity, embedding sustainability into our everyday practice and curriculum

Our named Suitability person is Hannah Watkins-Cave

Together we aim to nurture environmentally responsible children who understand the importance of looking after our world and who are empowered to take part in building a sustainable future


Policy Reviewed By H Watkins-Cave - Manager – 01/09/2025

