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Overview

Financial frauds such as WorldCom, Enron, and Tyco resulted in a renewed focus on ethics education in undergraduate accounting programs. While there has been much discussion that ethics should be taught in accounting programs, limited empirical data exists related to the delivery of ethical education. There are two primary methods relied upon in addressing ethics education. The first uses a general ethics course as part of the curriculum. The second incorporates ethics in the core accounting courses through case studies and vignettes. The dissertation proposal centers on the effectiveness of the ethic education delivery systems and seeks to answer the question of which method provides better outcomes with respect to increased ethics.

Methodology


The study will be based on four distinct groups of students in four courses; Business, Society, and Government, Ethics in Business in Industry, Auditing, and Fundamentals of Income Tax Accounting. At the start of each course, students ethical 
