The Rise of Fascism in the United States
Let me make one thing perfectly clear: If Donald J. Trump is reelected President of the United States of America, Democracy will die. Our reputation as a country would be severely damaged, more than it already is. NATO would be obliterated, and there would be increased support for autocratic rulers and regimes. Liz Chaney is correct: Donald J. Trump is a clear and present danger. Donald Trump is the most dangerous person in the United States and possibly the world.
Let’s look at the record. He is facing four Federal indictments covering 91 counts. He has been convicted of sexual assault, he tried to overthrow the American government and he stated that you can just grab women by their pussies. He is unfit to be President. He is a danger to America. Even with all that, his base is positioning to make him the Republican nominee in 2024. It does not make sense. It is not logical. It defies all reason. Ah, and there’s the rub. This is not a rational process. Logic will not prevail for some people. This is a cult and Donald Trump is a cult leader. Donald Trump is the leader, but there are millions of Americans who are members of this cult. What needs to be stated is that there is a rise of Fascism in the United States the likes the world has not seen since the 1930’s. It is probably best to define Fascism and describe why it is such a danger.
	Fascism is an authoritarian and nationalistic right-wing system of government and social organization. Political ideology can be seen on a spectrum. On the far right you have Fascism and Terrorism (Radical Religious Fundamentalists). In the middle, you have Democracy. On the far left you have socialism and communism
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The Make America Great Again (MAGA) movement (lead by Trump) is far to the right. Trump is protected by the MAGA members. What is MAGA and what is its essence? MAGA is an American political slogan and movement popularized by Donald Trump during his successful 2016 presidential campaign. MAGA is also used to refer to Trump’s political base, or to an individual or group of individuals from within that base. The slogan became a pop culture phenomenon, seeing widespread use and spawning numerous variants in the arts, entertainment, and politics, being used by both those who support and those who oppose Trump’s presidency. It was used by Ronald Reagan as a campaign slogan in his 1980 presidential campaign. It has been described as a loaded phrase. Many journalists, scholars and commentators have called the slogan racist, regarding it as a dog whistle politics and coded language. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wikipedia, retrieved on December 20, 2023 from Make America Great Again - Wikipedia] 

 Fascism displays the following characteristics:
1. Authoritarianism: Fascist regimes are characterized by a strong central authority led by a charismatic leader. Individual freedoms are often sacrificed in favor of state control.
2. Nationalism: Fascism often emphasizes an extreme form of nationalism, promoting the idea that the nation is superior to others. This can lead to xenophobia and the glorification of a nation's historical or cultural achievements.
3. Totalitarianism: Fascist governments seek to control and regulate all aspects of public and private life. This includes the economy, media, education, and even personal beliefs.
4. Militarism: Fascist regimes tend to glorify militarism and may engage in aggressive expansionist policies. The military is often given a central role in the state.
5. Anti-communism and anti-liberalism: Fascist movements are often vehemently opposed to communism and liberal democracy. They view these ideologies as threats to the party.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Retrieved from ChatGPT on January 2, 2024.
] 

It is interesting to see how many of these attributes are displayed by the MAGA party. Clearly, the rise of Fascism in America has similarities to the rise of fascism in 1930’s Germany.
The rise of fascism in 1930s Germany can be primarily attributed to a combination of historical, economic, social, and political factors. The Nazi Party, led by Adolf Hitler, played a central role in the ascent of fascism in Germany during this period. Here are some key factors that contributed to the rise of fascism in 1930s Germany:
1. Economic Turmoil: Germany faced severe economic challenges in the aftermath of World War I. The Treaty of Versailles imposed heavy reparations on the country, leading to hyperinflation and economic hardship. The Great Depression of the 1930s exacerbated these economic difficulties, contributing to widespread unemployment and poverty.
2. Weak Weimar Republic: The democratic Weimar Republic, established after World War I, was politically unstable and faced challenges from both the extreme left (communists) and the extreme right (fascists). Constant political turmoil and ineffective governance eroded public confidence in the democratic system.
3. National Humiliation: The Treaty of Versailles imposed significant territorial losses and military restrictions on Germany. This fueled a sense of national humiliation and resentment, providing fertile ground for the rise of nationalist and militaristic ideologies.
4. Propaganda and Charismatic Leadership: Hitler and the Nazi Party skillfully used propaganda to manipulate public opinion. Hitler's charismatic oratory and the promise of a strong, united Germany resonated with many who sought a solution to the country's problems.
5. Scapegoating and Anti-Semitism: The Nazis scapegoated various groups for Germany's troubles, with Jews being a primary target. Anti-Semitic rhetoric was used to blame Jews for economic difficulties and portray them as a threat to the German nation.
6. Fear of Communism: The rise of communism in Russia and the spread of socialist movements in Europe heightened fears among conservative elements in Germany. Many saw fascism as a bulwark against the perceived threat of communism.
7. Enabling Act: In 1933, the Reichstag Fire provided a pretext for Hitler to push through the Reichstag Fire Decree, which suspended civil liberties. Subsequently, the Enabling Act was passed, granting Hitler dictatorial powers. This marked the end of parliamentary democracy in Germany and the consolidation of Nazi control.
8. Violence and Intimidation: The SA (Sturmabteilung), the paramilitary wing of the Nazi Party, engaged in street violence and intimidation, helping the Nazis to suppress political opposition and consolidate power.
The culmination of these factors allowed Hitler and the Nazi Party to rise to power, ultimately leading to the establishment of a fascist regime in Germany and the beginning of World War II.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Retrieved from ChatGPT on January 3, 2024.] 

Top of Form

	There are several attributes of Fascist movements that need to be discussed considering the MAGA movement. Fascists use propaganda to control and direct the narrative. The Nazis did it and MAGA does it. FOX News is a far-right propaganda machine. They feed into the indoctrination of MAGA members. The big lie that the election was stolen in 2020 is espoused. Donald Trump’s behavior is minimized or ignored. What is being delivered as news is really a false narrative used to disinform the American population.
	Another attribute of Fascist regimes is the increase in nationalism. The MAGA cries to “make America great again” reeks of nationalism. Instill in people the belief that there is something fundamentally wrong with America and the MAGA Republicans are the only ones that can fix it. Sow discontentment with the current system that creates a vacuum in which Fascism fills the void. This is toxic rhetoric and leads to mistrust and division.
	What is also seen with the rise of fascism is the rise in isolationism. The cries that we cannot be involved in foreign affairs when there are so many domestic problems that need to be taken care of reign in the halls of Congress and by the American public. For example, the failure of Congress to pass the Ukraine funding bill and tying it to immigration legislation. This is a dangerous time in world history to be an isolationist.
	The historical similarities between 2024 and the late 1930s are striking. The stage is being set for the destruction of American democracy and the replacement with fascism. The events of January 6, 2021, make clear one thing. We are in the middle of a civil war being fought between MAGA Republicans and those who are fighting for Democracy. The major battle in this war will be fought in November 2024 with the Presidential election. If Donald Trump wins, then American Democracy dies.
	It is July 2024, and the Republican National Convention has ended. The MAGA Republicans are unified and confident that they will prevail. Accolades run high for the MAGA Party and Donald Trump. Meanwhile, the Democrats are in a state of disarray. Biden is committed to being the Democratic nominee, and he is. The issue is whether this is a path to victory or a recipe for defeat. A review of the facts reveals the following key attributes of the situation:
1. No President with a 36% approval rating has ever been reelected president.
2. The polls show that Biden does not have a path to 270, but Trump does.	
3. 65% of the Democratic party think that Biden should step aside and pass the torch.
4. Many Democratic representatives are calling for Biden to step aside.
5. The reality is that President Biden has given us an excellent economy, the perception is different. Inflation has taken all of the good messaging out of low unemployment, strong labor markets, and a stock market at its highest point ever, yet people’s perception is that we are in a poor economy. 
6. Immigration is Biden’s Achilles heel. He inherited a problem that has been going on for decades. There has never been clear immigration policy is this country for the last several decades. What is clear is that under the Biden administration millions of immigrants have crossed the border. This is what the American people see, and the Republicans use this as a major campaign talking point.
	Based on these facts Biden cannot defeat Trump and we will lose our Democracy. The Democrats need a different path. That path will be determined in the next few months. In July 2024, Biden withdraws from the campaign and says that he will step down as the nominee. He also endorses Kamala Harris. A new day has dawned for the Democratic Party. There is a rebirth of enthusiasm. The questions now is can Kamala Harris defeat Trump. Recent polling shows Harris leading Trump in several key states.
	It is August 15, 2024, and the momentum for Kamala Harris is growing. The Democratic National Convention (DNC) is next week and looks promising. If I were to make a prediction, I would say that Trump loses the election in November and then it turns violent. I think Harris will win the popular vote, but the election will not be certified because the MAGA Republicans will have stacked the deck. The election will go to the Supreme Court, and we all know how that goes. The heavily laden Trump appointed court will side in Trump’s favor and hand the election to him. This is the danger. This will result in the overthrow of the American Democracy and the destruction of democracy.


