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Portland, Department of Justice agree to
independent monitor of police reforms

By Jonathan Levinson (OPB)

Nov. 3, 2023 5:10 p.m.

The deal would also drop 40 requirements from the settlement between city
and federal leaders over police use of force.

The U.S. Department of Justice and the city of Portland have agreed to appoint an

independent monitor to oversee their settlement agreement over police use of force.

Portland City Hall, September, 2022.
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If approved by the City Council and the federal judge overseeing the agreement, the

independent monitor will be responsible for making sure the city complies with the

agreement and reporting its progress to the court and community.

The proposal, the result of several months in mediation with U.S. Magistrate Judge

Stacie Beckerman, would terminate 40 requirements of the agreement. Those include

sections where the city has successfully implemented new policies regulating Tasers,

created a behavioral health unit to oversee mental health crisis intervention and engaged

with the community on a number of fronts.

“Partial termination will serve to acknowledge the successful e�orts of PPB and the City

to date and will allow the Parties and Monitor to focus their e�orts on areas in which the

City is not in or has not maintained substantial compliance,” the agreement says.

Under the updated agreement, the city will monitor its progress on an additional 15

sections in the settlement itself with status reports due to the independent monitor every

six months. Those include requirements to collect demographic information from people

stopped by police and for the bureau to work with other organizations to bridge gaps in

the state’s mental health services. If the monitor determines the city successfully

complied with its requirements, those sections will be terminated after two consecutive

reporting cycles.

The settlement agreement is the product of a 2012 lawsuit brought by the federal

government against Portland over the police bureau’s pattern of using excessive force

against people su�ering from mental health crises. The agreement lays out 96 di�erent

requirements the city must meet for two years before the agreement can be terminated.

The city brie�y accomplished that in early 2020 but fell out of compliance later that year

as a result of the agency’s violent response to racial justice protests.BBC Weekend
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Rev. LeRoy Haynes of the Albina Ministerial Alliance Council for Justice & Police

Reform, one of the interested parties in the settlement agreement, told the court in

February that his organization wanted an independent monitor — but that the details

mattered.

“After years of seeing the city of Portland and the Portland Police Bureau often dragging

their feet in the implementation of the settlement agreement, we believe that at this

point in the historical development of the agreement, a court monitor would have the

greatest potential in pushing the city and the Portland Police Bureau forward to achieve

the goals of the settlement agreement,” Haynes said earlier this year.

Haynes said it’s important that the monitor be well-resourced, independent, have

expertise in both policing and the city’s history and be willing to engage the community.

Some disagreements between the city and federal prosecutors remain unresolved. Under

the agreement, for example, the city is required to have a system for timely mental health

crisis intervention. That includes the city’s crisis line and crisis intervention team.

Federal prosecutors say that also includes a fully operational Portland Street Response, a

program in which non-police �rst responders deal with mental health calls.

In August, Assistant U.S. Attorney Jared Hager told U.S. District Court Judge Michael

Simon that Street Response has been “an important part of the city’s approach to crisis

triage over the last two years.”

And while city attorneys have told Simon that the City Council fully supports Street

Response, they disagree it is required under the agreement.

“Portland Street Response is not required by the Settlement Agreement, but is a

voluntary program initiated by the City under the leadership of then-Fire Commissioner

Jo Ann Hardesty,” City Attorney Robert Taylor wrote in an August court �ling.

The city and DOJ are still in mediation to resolve the disagreement. If they can’t bridge

the divide, Simon will make the �nal decision as to whether Street Response is required

under the settlement agreement. In multiple hearings in recent years, Simon has

expressed strong support for police alternatives.

“I think Portland Street Response is the best approach I’ve seen towards dealing with

those crisis intervention issues,” he said in the August status conference.
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Portland City Council will vote on the proposed independent monitor on Wednesday,

and it is expected to be presented to Simon at a Nov. 30 status conference.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSOR: Become a Sponsor

OPB’s First Look newsletter
Sign up to get important news and culture from around the Northwest, delivered to your inbox six days a
week.

EMAIL

Sign Up

Related Stories

BBC Weekend
STREAMING NOW

https://www.opb.org/sponsorship/
https://www.opb.org/sponsorship/


Homeland Security’s body camera policies diverge from federal
proposals for Portland police

The Department of Homeland Security issued policies for the agency’s body-worn camera program

last week which are at odds with those supported by federal civil rights prosecutors in Portland.
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Portland attorneys accuse US Justice Department of moving
goalposts on police accountability

The city of Portland has accused the U.S. Department of Justice of stating incorrect information and

misinterpreting police programs while the two sides negotiate how to bring Portland back into

compliance with a federal settlement agreement about policing.

Aug. 9, 2022
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Draft rules to govern police conduct in Oregon leave lots of
wiggle room

A proposed set of conduct and discipline standards applicable to all law enforcement agencies in

Oregon were published Monday.
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US Justice Department says Portland police continue to violate
their own use-of-force policies

Portland came into full compliance with a 2014 federal settlement agreement for the �rst time in

February 2020, but years of progress quickly unraveled when that summer’s protests revealed

signi�cant gaps in the city police bureau’s adherence to its own directives.

July 27, 2022
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