
 

SMBUILD Home Addition & Remodel Cheat Sheet: Sacramento Region 

1. Zoning & Local Ordinances (Sacramento Focus) 

• Zoning Regulations: Ensure that the property is located in a zone that allows for additions or 

remodels. Sacramento Zoning Code typically permits expansions or modifications within single-

family (R-1) and multi-family (R-2, R-3) zones. 

• Setbacks & Lot Coverage: Verify setback requirements and lot coverage limitations. For 

instance, adding to the side or rear of the home might require meeting a 5-10 foot setback, and 

the total coverage of the home plus the addition cannot exceed a certain percentage of the lot 

(usually 40-50% depending on zoning). 

• Height Restrictions: Typically, Sacramento’s residential height limit is 35 feet. When adding to 

a two-story home, ensure the addition remains compliant with this limit. 

• Parking Requirements: Sacramento’s zoning regulations usually require that two off-street 

parking spaces be provided for the home. Ensure that the remodel or addition does not reduce 

parking availability unless an exception applies. 

2. Permits & Approvals (Sacramento-Specific) 

• Building Permits: For home additions and remodels, SMBUILD must secure a building permit 

from the City of Sacramento Development Services. This includes structural work, plumbing, 

electrical, and mechanical changes. 

• Planning Permit: If the scope of work involves any significant changes to the exterior or 

encroaches on setbacks, a Planning Permit may be necessary. This applies particularly to homes 

located in historic districts or areas with unique architectural requirements. 

• Design Review: Some homes, especially in designated neighborhoods or historic districts, will 

require a Design Review by the city to ensure the addition is aesthetically consistent with the 

existing structure and surrounding properties. 

• Specialty Permits: If the project involves major plumbing, electrical, or mechanical updates, 

special permits may be required to meet code compliance. 

3. Design & Planning 

• Architectural Plans: SMBUILD should work closely with architects to ensure the design 

respects the existing home’s character, structural integrity, and meets Sacramento’s zoning and 

building codes. Consider adding modern features that will appeal to buyers in the Sacramento 

area (e.g., open floor plans, energy-efficient windows). 



• Historical Design Considerations: If remodeling in a historic district, ensure that the addition 

adheres to Sacramento’s Historical Design Review guidelines. SMBUILD should coordinate 

with the Sacramento Preservation Office if applicable. 

• Energy Code Compliance: As with new construction, additions and remodels must comply with 

California Title 24 Energy Standards for insulation, windows, lighting, and HVAC. SMBUILD 

should ensure energy-efficient solutions are integrated into the design. 

• Structural Integrity: Ensure the new structure ties into the existing foundation and framing. 

SMBUILD must engage with structural engineers to design safe and durable connections, 

especially for second-story additions. 

4. Construction Requirements 

• Foundation Work: For single-story additions, a slab-on-grade foundation might be appropriate, 

while multi-story additions might require pier and beam or stem walls. Sacramento’s soil 

conditions can vary, so a SMBUILD soil report is crucial. 

• Framing & Roofing: Use framing and roofing materials that blend seamlessly with the original 

structure. For second-story additions, reinforce the foundation and structure to handle the added 

load. For roofing, choose materials that match or complement the existing home. 

• Plumbing, Electrical & HVAC: If extending plumbing, electrical, or HVAC systems, 

SMBUILD should work with licensed contractors to ensure everything is up to code. Incorporate 

high-efficiency systems where possible to maximize energy savings. 

• Permits for Outdoor Structures: If the remodel includes the addition of decks, patios, or 

detached garages, make sure to obtain the necessary permits for these structures, especially for 

elevated decks or new outdoor kitchens. 

5. Utilities & Sustainability 

• Utility Upgrades: If the addition significantly increases the size of the home, SMBUILD may 

need to upgrade the electrical panel, water meter, or HVAC system to accommodate the larger 

space. Check with Sacramento Utilities to determine what upgrades are necessary. 

• Water Conservation: Consider installing low-flow fixtures, drought-resistant landscaping, and 

efficient irrigation systems as part of the remodel. Sacramento’s dry climate requires water-

saving measures, and the city provides incentives for these upgrades. 

• Energy-Efficient Features: Sacramento is an area where energy efficiency is highly valued. Use 

LED lighting, energy-efficient windows, and high-SEER HVAC units in your remodel. 

SMBUILD can also suggest adding solar-ready roofs or solar panel systems to future-proof the 

addition. 



• Green Building Practices: For eco-conscious clients, consider pursuing a LEED or Build It 

Green certification for the project. This will appeal to clients who are interested in sustainable 

homes. 

6. Inspections & Code Compliance 

• Inspections: Schedule the required inspections throughout the project: foundation, framing, 

plumbing, electrical, mechanical, and final inspections. Sacramento’s Building Department will 

require these checks before moving forward. 

• Code Compliance: Ensure all additions comply with the California Residential Code (CRC) 

and California Building Standards Code (Title 24). Non-compliance can lead to costly fines or 

project delays. 

• Final Occupancy: After completing the addition or remodel, SMBUILD must request a final 

inspection and obtain an occupancy permit from the City of Sacramento before the home can be 

legally occupied. 

7. Timeline & Budgeting 

• Timeline: Remodels and additions in Sacramento typically take 3-9 months, depending on the 

scope of work. More complex additions or major remodels (e.g., second-story additions) may 

take longer. 

• Budgeting: Costs for home additions and remodels range from $100 to $500 per square foot in 

Sacramento, depending on complexity, materials, and design choices. Be sure to factor in 10-

15% for contingency due to the unpredictable nature of remodeling. 

• Financing: Ensure clients have the proper financing in place, whether it’s a home equity loan, 

construction loan, or remodeling mortgage. SMBUILD should guide them through this process if 

needed. 

8. Local Considerations & Trends 

• Sacramento Housing Market: Home additions and remodels are popular in Sacramento as 

buyers look to increase the square footage or upgrade older homes. Remodeling trends in the 

region include open floor plans, modern kitchens, and energy-efficient solutions. 

• Fire Safety: Given Sacramento’s fire risks in certain areas, consider adding fire-resistant 

materials, defensible space, and firebreaks to additions, especially in suburban or rural areas. 

• Outdoor Living Spaces: Adding outdoor living areas, such as patios, outdoor kitchens, or fire 

pits, is extremely popular in Sacramento’s climate. Ensure that any exterior work complies with 

setback requirements and building codes. 

9. Client Expectations & Marketing 



• Clear Communication: SMBUILD should maintain open lines of communication with clients 

throughout the remodel/addition process. Regularly update clients on progress, potential delays, 

and changes. 

• Before and After Photos: Showcase SMBUILD’s successful additions and remodels by 

providing detailed before and after photos. This will build trust with new clients and demonstrate 

your expertise. 

• High-Quality Craftsmanship: Focus on delivering high-quality, personalized additions and 

remodels. Sacramento homeowners often seek out companies like SMBUILD for unique, custom 

work that adds value to their homes. 

Pro Tips for SMBUILD in Sacramento 

• Efficient Use of Space: Sacramento homeowners often prefer efficient use of space due to the 

rising cost of land. SMBUILD should focus on maximizing usable space in additions—such as 

creating multi-functional rooms or extending vertical space. 

• Small Home Additions: Focus on small but impactful additions like kitchen expansions, 

bathroom remodels, or garage conversions—these are popular in Sacramento for growing 

families. 

• Focus on Sustainability: Emphasize sustainable design elements—whether it’s solar panels, 

rainwater harvesting, or drought-tolerant landscaping—to align with Sacramento’s eco-conscious 

homeowners. 

• Innovative Financing Options: Offer financing advice and partnership with local lenders for 

clients who need help managing the cost of additions or remodels. 

This SMBUILD Home Addition & Remodel Cheat Sheet for Sacramento will help guide your 

team through local codes, design trends, and efficient practices specific to Sacramento, ensuring 

a smooth process from start to finish. 

 


