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From the Pastor, 

 

Perhaps people in every generation feel this way, but it seems to me that the world has gone crazy – and not in a 

good way. There is a deep divide among us politically.  Hatred (while it always existed) now seems to be 

openly voiced and often acted upon. Mass shootings are happening in schools, at parades, in shopping malls and 

clubs. Despots are invading other countries. People are oppressed and enslaved and killed because of their race 

or creed or gender. And, as always, there are wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes and fires and floods. It is 

easy to look at the world in hopelessness and believe that it is all going to hell. 

 

It was from that context, a sense of hopeless about the world we live in, that we listened to the words of a hymn 

that we sang in worship recently, Canticle of the Turning. (For reference, if you want to look it up, it is #723 in 

the ELW) 

 

The first verse sings a joyful shout in recognition that God is great and has not abandoned us. Then concludes, 

“Could the world be about to turn?” Subsequent verses proclaim that the works of God include justice and 

mercy, that the hungry will be fed and the poor cared for, that the powerful oppressors will be brought down 

and that the weapons of war will be dismantled. 

 

As I listened to this hymn, perhaps for the first time (although I have sung it many times), I heard a song of 

hope. It is a song that proclaims trust that this is not the world God wants and that things will be different. The 

second and third stanzas each end, “for the world is about to turn.” Things will change. And the fourth verse 

concludes, this change is coming “by God, who is turning the world around.” 

 

In each of these verses there is a confidence in the continued presence of God in this messy world. I heard not a 

yearning for the presence of God, not some wistful wish that God would come. Instead, I heard the voice of 

one assured that God is near and about to act. I heard a voice of certainty that things would change soon. There 

will be justice and mercy. There will be food for the hungry and rescue for the poor. There will be love and 

peace. 

 

And as I sang these words on that recent Sunday morning, I found myself growing in hope. God has not left us. 

God is with us! And God’s will shall be done. 

 

So, as I sang the final refrain, I was boldly singing, 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 

 

May your hearts and minds also be filled with confidence and hope that God is about to turn the world. 

 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Knowles 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

  1 – Brett Daniel 

  3 – Dylan James Gross,  

    Robert Fuller       

  6 – Jack Gross, Ivy Miller 

  8 – Joyce Armstrong, 

 Mike Mudd,  

 Matt Mudd 

11 – Beverly Boyle 

14 – Connie Langston 

22 – Matthew Geerts 

25 – Bruce Daniel 

28 – Dick Jensen 
 

Happy Anniversary to:  
 

15 – Tim & Margo Miller (1977) 

27 – Peter & Sheila Doering (1974) 

28 – Roger & Karen Thorsvold (1967) 

30 – Steve & Kimmi Miller (2010) 

 

CALVARY’S PRAYER LIST 

 

The following individuals need to be uplifted in 

prayer:  
 

Vickie McAlister, Teri Griebel, Becki Maxson’s 

husband, Dick, Ann Lundstrom, Annette Menke, 

Candice Tennison, Connie Langston, Linda Johansen, 

Bev Boyle, Bob and Beth Fuller, LaVerne Knipe, 

Cindy Pham, Allen & Joyce Faust, Kenalene Forbeck, 

Pete and Sue Lingris & family, Bev & Ken Oller, 

Karen Moore, Gerda Schmeltzer, Randy Kirkwood 

 

 

 

 

November Newsletter Deadline 

NO LATER than  

Tuesday, October 18 
 

Please have ALL articles for the November newsletter 

either emailed to the church office or placed in my box 

by Tuesday, October 18.  This will continue to help 

Debbie as she is working in the office during my 

recovery. The November Newsletter will be mailed or 

placed in your mailboxes on Thursday, October 27..   
 

Thanks, Teri 

 
 

 

 

 

We offer our sympathies and prayers  

to the Erlander family and friends of 

Dan Erlander. Dan is the son of Pastor 

and Mrs. Emory Erlander and Dan was 

confirmed here. He passed away on 

August 28.  

  

May you find refuge and comfort in our Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

During the month of September, we have 

received the following words of thanks….  
 

 

 Thank you to all who helped with Café on Vine 

in some way.  This service of sharing a meal with 

others is really what we are called to do in this world.  

We can be a blessing to the folks who need the meal 

and we are blessed when we hear a thank you from 

them as they pick up their meal.  As soon as we have 

the serving dates for next year, we will pass them onto 

you so you can mark your calendars.  Thank you again. 

 

 Thank you to all my Calvary friends from Joan 

Winter for all the cards and well wishes while she is 

recovering. 

 

 

 

CALVARY CARETAKER CREW  
 

OCTOBER 19 
 

We will meet October 19 at 9:00. This will probably 

be our last time to work outdoors to get the grounds 

ready for winter.  There will be some inside cleaning 

to do as well.  If you can’t come on this day, volunteer 

any time you can.  There is a notebook in the kitchen 

with jobs listed and you can check them off as they are 

completed so they won’t be duplicated during the 

month.  Thank you to all who have come and worked; 

it is really appreciated.  There will be treats and coffee, 

so we can enjoy some fellowship time also.  Any 

questions – contact Pam Gross at 309-738-2385. 

 

 

Linda Johansen’s new address: 
3302 Hanover Court 

Iowa City, IA 52245 



3 
 

 
 

WELCA – OCTOBER 4 
 

WELCA will have a meeting on October 4 at 

9:30 am in the Upper Room.  All are 

welcome to attend.  Bring a snack to share and you are 

invited to bring a friend. 

 

  WELCA SURVEY 
 

1.  Would you like to have a rummage/basement sale? 

2.  In the Spring or Fall? 

3.  Would you be willing to work? 

4.  Should we serve food? 

5.  Would you be interested in attending a Christmas 

     dinner? 

6. Would you be interested in having an All-                

     Daughters’ banquet? 

 

 

Name__________________________ 

     Please sign your name 

         Thank You! 

*Please no contributions at this time. 

 

NOTE:  See printed survey sheet for you to fill out 

and return to Teri Griebel’s mailbox. 

 

 

 

 

UPDATING OUR 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

We would like to update our 

Church Directory, extended 

through October. 
 

Please look in the last directory and review your 

information – especially phone numbers.  Quite a few 

have dropped their landline in favor of using a cell 

phone; while others have moved.   Please let me know 

if you would like your cell phone number to remain 

private.  If so, your number will not be included in the 

update. 
 

If your information has changed, please notify the 

church office through email – 

secretary@calvarymoline.org or put a note in my box.  

Once the information has been changed for our 

records, I will print off updated sheets to be inserted 

into your directory.    Thanks, Teri 

 

 

 

KNIT - A – BIT 
 

Knit a bit has started up again and we 

welcome members whether or not  you 

can knit or crochet.  We can teach 

you!  The hats we produce go to local schools  and to 

Romania once a year.  Just come with 2 skeins 

of  matching yarn, a loom from Walmart and you will 

be on your way!   If you need assistance with yarn, talk 

to Ruth Laabs, (563) 940-7714.  I have an over 

abundance. We also have some members come to help 

organize and the conversation flows.  Please join us if 

you think that you would enjoy this.  We do!   It meets 

on Wednesdays at the church at 6:00 p.m. in the Upper 

room.  It is open to every member of Calvary.  Friends 

are welcome too. 

 

 

LIVING WATER VdC 
 

Living Water VdC will have their Ultreya on Sunday, 

October 2, here at Calvary Lutheran beginning with 

the Worship Service at 3:00 p.m. followed by the 4th 

Day Speaker then fellowship time.  Bring a snack or 

dessert to share.  All are invited to attend. 

 

 
 

 FAITHFUL FLEXORS 
 

Faithful Flexors meet on Monday 

and Thursday at 9:00 am 

downstairs in Erlander Hall.  

Please wear comfortable clothing.  If you would like 

more information, please see or call Sandy Ohrn at 

309-373-8261 

 

 

HAPPY HOOKERS – October 26 
 

We will be meeting on Wednesday, 

October 26. We have lots of projects we 

are working on; besides great fellowship and delicious 

snacks.   Come Join Us.   

 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY—October 3 
 

Bible Study with Pastor Knowles will start Monday, 

October 3, at 10:00 a.m. in the Upper Room.  The 

study will be an Intro to the Bible. All are welcome 

to attend.   

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@calvarymoline.org
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Please read over carefully the two month schedules..   

 

If you are unable to full-fill your commitment, please find a replacement and let Teri know in the office.  
 

  

 

 

ALTAR GUILD for OCTOBER 
 

Bruce and Valorie Daniel 

 

LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for 

OCTOBER 
 

Oct.   2 –  Paul Levesque (L & CA) 

Oct..  9 –  Barb Geerts (L)  & Sandy Ohrn (CA) 

Oct. 16 –  Joe Geerts (L & CA) 

Oct. 23 –  Val Daniel (L & CA) 

Oct. 30 –  Sandy Ohrn (L & CA) 

    

BACK DOOR GREETERS for OCTOBER 
 

Oct..  2 – Gary Gross 

Oct.   9 – Sandy Ohrn 

Oct. 16 – Joe Geerts 

Oct. 23 – Pam Gross 

Oct. 30 – Linda Chase 

 
 

COUNTERS for OCTOBER 
 

Oct..  2 – Gary Gross & Terry Langston 

Oct.   9 –  Greg Johnson & Connie Langston 

Oct. 16 – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

Oct. 23 – Charlene Lundstrom & Volunteer 

Oct. 30 – Paul levesque & Barb Geerts 

 

USHERS/GREETERS for OCTOBER 
 

Oct..  2 – Greg Johnson & Linda Chase 

Oct.   9 –  Joe Geerts & Gary Gross 

Oct. 16 – Kirk Ketelsen 

Oct. 23 – David Peterson & Terry Langston 

Oct. 30 – Ruth Laabs & Greg Johnson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD for NOVEMBER 

 

Sandy Ohrn and Pam Ohrn 

 

 

LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for 

NOVEMBER 
 

Nov.  6 – Val Daniel (L & CA) 

Nov. 13– Karla Kirkwood-Johnson (L)  &  

         Dawn Levesque (CA) 

Nov. 20– Renee Ketelsen (L & CA) 

Nov. 27– Ruth Laabs  ( L & CA) 

  

 BACK DOOR GREETERS for NOVEMBER 
 

Nov.  6. – Barb Geerts 

Nov. 13 –  Renee Ketelsen 

Nov. 20 – Pam Gross 

Nov. 27 – Joe Geerts 

 

 
 

COUNTERS for NOVEMBER 
 

Nov.  6. – Debbie Faith & Teri Griebel 

Nov. 13 –  Gary Gross & Terry Langston 

Nov. 20 – Greg Johnson & Connie Langston 

Nov. 27 – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

 

 

USHERS/GREETERS for NOVEMBER 
 

Nov.  6. – Bruce & Val Daniel 

Nov. 13 –  Greg Johnson & Linda Chase 

Nov. 20 – Joe Geerts & Gary Gross 

Nov. 27 – Kirk Ketelsen 
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Dear Friends at Calvary Lutheran Church: 
 

Two years ago, as the world was shutting down, there were serious concerns 
about what effect that would have on the church?  Take a look now as we 
re-emerge from the pandemic.  Many of us feared a scarcity world would 
take over, but that is not what happened.  God has been abundantly 
present. 
 

It is in times of difficulty that the world sees the importance of the church 
and our message of grace more clearly. God is up to something here and it is 
exciting to be part of. 
 

First, let me say thank you for the ways in which you stepped up to continue 
to worship, to care for one another, and to look for opportunities to share 
the Gospel when our community so clearly needed the Gospel during the 
pandemic. 
 

You also demonstrated significant generosity to make certain that this 
ministry remained strong. 
 

Now, let me encourage you that I believe what God has shown us through 
this crisis is our need to walk together, continue to innovate, and step up the 
ways in which we share God’s love to a world that still so desperately needs 
to recognize God’s presence. 
 
We are looking forward. God is calling us to great new adventures and your 
generosity will help us accomplish so much. 
 
As we enter into our stewardship drive this year, let’s think about all the 
ways that we see generosity and abundance. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor 

 

 

BUILDING A CULTURE OF  
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RECOGNIZE YOUR NEED TO GIVE 

 

It is a fundamental spiritual and psychological principle that life and its gifts 

are to be used and shared. Life cannot be hoarded or it turns in upon itself 

and you lose it. “Whoever would save his life will lose it, and whoever loses 

his life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 16:25) We each have a deep 

inherent need to give. To give is to live! 

But unfortunately, instead of focusing on our own need to give, all too often 

we center on the need of the church to receive. The church does seek our 

support but we must remember it is God’s Church and it will prosper and 

flourish in God’s own good time whether we give to it or not. The wonder of 

it all is what God invites us to be a part of--God’s church and to experience 

the joy and blessing of generously supporting and extending its mission.  

Just as a coin, Christian giving has two sides. For too long, we centered 

mostly on the side entitled “The Need of the Church”. We need to begin 

concentrating on the side headed “My Need to Give” for giving is an integral 

part of spiritual life and growth. 

BUILDING A 
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