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From the Pastor 

 

 

 

The 2006 movie, Failure to Launch, starring Matthew McConaughey and Sarah Jessica Parker is about a young 

man (35 years old) who is content to continue living off his parents in their house, being waited on hand and foot 

by his mother. Having had enough, mom and dad decide it’s time for him to go off on his own, which proves to 

be a difficult process. 

 

That, I suppose, is a nightmare that many parents fear – the failure to launch a child into the world to live the life 

they were raised to live. 

 

Throughout the Sundays of the Easter Season the readings focus on the nurturing and support of members of the 

family of God in relationship with the risen Christ. Those Sundays, in a sense, are about being raised in the 

household of God. 

 

Then, on June 5, we will celebrate the Day of Pentecost. This, of course, is the story of God’s gift of the Holy 

Spirit to the disciples of Jesus – to the church. That day is, in effect, God’s launching of his children out into the 

world. Having been taught and nurtured by Christ, God sends the Spirit on his children like the rush of mighty 

wind and tongues of fire. The message, I don’t think, could be any clearer. It is time to move out of the comfort of 

home and into the world to live the life they were raised to live – as proclaimers of God’s love, mercy and 

forgiveness. 

 

Throughout the Easter season we continue to be nurtured as children of God. But there is a purpose to this time of 

nurturing and learning. Like the disciples on that first Pentecost, we too are preparing to be launched again into 

the world to share the word of God. The Spirit comes to us, as it always does, to inspire us and move us. Through 

the Spirit, God lights a fire under our feet and sends us out into the world to share the love of God. 

 

In Christ, 

 
Pastor Knowles 
 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

PASTOR KNOWLES ON VACATION  

May 2 through May 15 

 

Pastor Knowles will be on vacation from May 2 through May 15.  Pastor Larry Conway will be our 

officiating minister on May 8 and 15.  Bible Study will resume on Monday, May 16. 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

  2 – Kirk Ketelsen  

  4 – Arlene Cooke 

  6 – Teri Griebel 

  9 – David Peterson  

18 – Candice Tennison 

23 – Dereck Chase 

27 – Patricia Cornelius 

28 – LaVerne Knipe 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 

  4 – Robert & Beth Fuller (2005) 

     – Robert & Linda Miner (1963) 

11 – Gene & Betsy Untiedt (1952) 

24 – Gary & Pam Gross (1980) 

25 – Jerry & Pat Cornelius (1968) 

     – Bruce & Val Daniel (1974) 

28 – Randy & Ann Bowser (1973) 

 
CALVARY’S PRAYER LIST 

 

The following individuals need to be uplifted in prayer:  
 

Dave Menke battling cancer. Steve and Debbie Faith, 

Jackie Dooley, Bob and Beth Fuller, Lisa & Kurt Dicks, 

LaVerne Knipe, Cindy Pham, Allen & Joyce Faust, 

Kenalene Forbeck, Pete and Sue Lingris & family, Bev 

& Ken Oller, Karen Moore, Gerda Schmeltzer, 

Dorothy Hultgren, Randy Kirkwood 
 

 

 

HAPPY HOOKERS 

April 27 and May 25 
 

We will be meeting on Wednesday, 

April 27 and again on May 25.  We have lots of projects 

we are working on; besides great fellowship and 

delicious snacks.   Come Join Us.   
 
 

 

JUNE Newsletter Deadline 

Tuesday, May17 
 

All articles for the June newsletter 

should be emailed to the church office or placed in my 

box by Tuesday, May 17.   The June Newsletter will 

be mailed or placed in your mailboxes on Thursday, 

May 26.  

 

 

WELCA – May 3 at: 9:30 am 
 

All ladies are welcome to attend our WELCA 

meeting on May 3 at 9:30 am in the Upper 

Room.  Please bring a snack to share.   

 During the month of April, we have received the 

following words of thanks…. 
 

❖ Dear Calvary Family:    Steve and I want to 

thank you all for your prayers and cards and especially 

the meals that have been made and brought out to our 

home.  It is such a blessing to have Christian friends 

like you during this difficult time.   We love you all. 
 

---- Steve and Debbie Faith 
 

 

❖ Thank you for your gift of $1,743.45 given to your 

synod, received by Lutheran Disaster Response in 

January 2022.  Your Spirit-filled generosity is helping 

families and communities reeling from disasters here in 

the United States and around the world.  No matter the 

variety of disaster, no matter the variety of need, your 

gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response enable people to 

rebuild their lives and livelihoods now and far into the 

future.  You are creating new beginnings.  Thank you 

for sharing the hope of new life and the fullness of 

Christ’s joy. 
 

---- In Christ, The Rev. Robin Bown, 

  Dir., Congregational Generosity 
 

❖ Your gift of $220 to LOMC shines as a measure of 

hope to all of us at LOMC.  This donation helps LOMC 

in so many wonderful ways as we navigate ministry 

needs.   
 

 ---- Blessings and peace, Robert Gieraltowski, 
    Executive Director  

 

 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE for 

MARYNELL KIRKWOOD 
 

A "Celebration of Life" service 

for Marynell Kirkwood will be held on Saturday, May 

28, 2022 at 1:00 pm at Calvary.  Visitation is a half hour 

before the service in the Narthex. Marynell passed 

away on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26, 2020.   

 
 

CALVARY CARETAKER CREW – May 18 
 

 

The Calvary Caretaker Crew will meet at 9:00 am on 

Wednesday, May 18.  All are invited to come and do 

some light cleaning of the e church.  Coffee, juice and 

treats provided.  We will only work a couple of hours. 

 
WELCA - WEST CONFERENCE is MAY 7th – at 

First Lutheran Church, 1230 5th Ave., Moline.  

Registration is at 9:00 am followed by brunch at 9:30 

am; program begins at 10 am.  Please let Sue Knipe 

know if you were planning to attend. 
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
 

If you have a member of family 

graduating this year, please email me or 

send me the information and I will 

highlight in the June newsletter. 

 

KNIT – A – BIT 
 

We are meeting once again on  

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in the 

Upper Room.  If you would enjoy a 

night out, bring your yarn supplies and 

join our group.    We make hats and scarves for various 

organizations including Another Child Foundation.       

  

FAITHFUL FLEXORS 

Continues to Meet 
 

Faithful Flexors continues to 

meet on Mondays and 

Thursdays at 9:00 am downstairs in Erlander Hall.  

Please wear comfortable clothing.  If you would like 

more information, please see or call Sandy Ohrn at 309-

373-8261 

 
 

SERVICE COMMITTEE 

May 18th 
 

The service committee will be serving a meal for the 

volunteer workers at Habitat on Wednesday May 

18th.   Please call Ruth (563-940-7714) or Pam (309-

738-2385) for details as the time gets closer. 

 

Also, Help for Immigrants need donations of New or 

gently used pots and pans and Household items.  Please 

bring to church and place in the tub in the Narthex.  Any 

questions, please call Ruth Laabs. 
 

 

CALVARY CARING… 
 

As part of our caring for our members, we would like 

to provide meals for Steve & Deb Faith to help during 

this time.    

 

There is a sign-up sheet on the long table in the Upper 

room along with containers for you to use; or use 

containers that does not have to be returned to you.  All 

we ask is for no green peppers in the meal. If the meal 

can be frozen please mark it as such along with 

warming/cooking directions.  You can bring it to 

church on Sunday or Wednesday and they will be 

delivered to them twice a week.  Pam Gross has the list.    

TIME and TALENT SHEETS 
 

At the Council meeting on April 12th it was suggested 

a Time and Talent sheet be included in the May 

newsletter.  We have not included a sheet for several 

years due to Covid.  Please fill it out and return to the 

church office.   There will also be a few on the back 

table in the narthex. 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

As with so many other things right now, the cost of 

flowers has risen significantly. Altar flower 

arrangements that used to cost the church about $20 

now costs more than $50. As an alternative we have 

purchased silk arrangements that fit into our vases and 

can be reused over a long period of time. It is our hope 

to purchase additional arrangements with seasonal 

colors or may be appropriate for special occasions. 
 

If you would like to sponsor the altar flowers on a given 

Sunday we invite you to make a donation to the church 

to help offset the cost of future silk arrangements.  
 

If you would like to have real flowers on a particular 

Sunday, we ask you to make those arrangements on 

your own, including picking up the vase liners, 

delivering them to the florist of your choice, and 

covering the cost of the flowers and any pick-up &/or 

delivery charge. 
 

In either case, if you would like to sponsor the flowers 

on a Sunday, please sign-up on the flower chart or 

contact the office so we can make the appropriate note 
in the bulletin. 

 

 

 

E-WASTE COLLECTION 
 

There is a box in the hallway by 

the Upper Room for collecting e-

waste.  We will take it to the 

recycle center for you.  If you 

have larger items like a computer 

or TV, contact Gary or Pam 

Gross to arrange a pick-up time at your house. 
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2022 AID DRIVE for KIDS in ROMANIA 
 

                      
 
           

Thanks to everyone who donated 

in the past for the kids in Romania. Last year, we had a 

successful drive collecting school supplies.  This year, 

we will be collecting shoes, plus other items such as 

underwear, diapers, and contributions toward shipping 

costs.   Our drive will begin May 1st and run through 

early July.   
The plan is to have a corkboard in the Narthex 

with cards printed with the exact items needed.  We 

would each take a card (or two) as a shopping list to a 

store, and bring the items back to Calvary.  More 

information and updates will be provided in upcoming 

newsletters and Sunday bulletins.   

I have seen the expressions on the kids’ faces as 

they receive the items sent from Calvary and other 

churches.  They truly appreciate these gifts.   
 

Thanks again.  Greg Johnson 

 
 

 

FROM THE SERVICE COMMITTEE -  
 

ANOTHER CHILD FOUNDATION 

DEADLINE is JULY 10th 
 

Another Child Foundation is looking for knitted or 

crocheted hats and scarves to be shipped overseas.  

Neutral colors if possible.    As you finish them you can 

bring them to church and place them in the marked box 

in the Narthex.  Deadline is July 10 so they can be taken 

to Geneseo for shipping out.     Service Committee 

 

 

 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

American Cancer Society 
 

The Calvary Crusaders over the years have 
done so much for the RFL/ACS.  Marilyn 

Gross has decided to step down as team captain and 

asked me to step in. So, with her guidance I will attempt 

to continue the tradition. Fund raising has been a 

challenge these last 2 years. I am asking for your 

suggestions for fund raising ideas. Donations, of 

course, are always welcomed.  Please thank Marilyn 

for her years of dedication. All of us have been touched 

by cancer and great strides have been made, but more 

needs to be done.  We need to increase early detection, 

early treatment and early cure with prevent of cancer 

being the goal.   Thanks, Becki Maxson 

 
 

Please read over carefully. I have started assigning 

Sundays for Lectors and Back Door Greeters.  If you 

are unable to full-fill your commitment, please find a 

replacement and let Teri know in the office. 

 
LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for MAY 

 

May  1 –  Paul Levesque (L) & (CA) 

May  8 –  Judy Noftsker (L) & (CA) 

May 15 –  Karla Kirkwood Johnson (L)  

  Renee Ketelsen (CA)  

May 22 –  Sandy Ohrn ((L) & (CA) 

May 29 –  Barb Geerts (L) – Renee Ketelsen (CA) 

 

BACK DOOR GREETERS for MAY 

 

May  1 – Gary Gross 

May  8 – Joe Geerts 

May 15 – Pam Gross 

May 22 – Vicki McAlister 

May 29 –  OUTDOOR SERVICE 
 

COUNTERS for MAY 
 

May   1 – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

May   8 – Charlene Lundstrom & Vickie McAlister 

May 15 – Paul levesque & Barb Geerts 

May 22 – Teri Griebel & Charlene Lundstrom 

May 29 – Gary Gross, & Terry Langston  
 

COUNTERS for JUNE 
 

June   5 – Greg Johnson & Connie Langston 

June 12 – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

June 19 – Charlene Lundstrom & Vickie McAlister 

June 26 – Paul Levesque & Barb Geerts 
 

****************************************** 

MAY USHERS/GREETERS 
 

May   1 – Kirk Ketelsen & Allen Noftsker 

May   8 – David Peterson & Terry Langston 

May 15 – Vickie McAlister & Ruth Laabs 

May 22 – Bruce & Val Daniel 

May 29 –  Greg Johnson & Linda Chase 
 

JUNE USHERS/GREETERS 
 

June   5 – Joe Geerts & Gary Gross 

June 12 – Kirk Ketelsen & Allen Noftsker 

June 19 – David Peterson & Terry Langston 

June 26 – Vickie McAlister & Ruth Laabs 


