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From the Pastor 

 

 

 

I’m a fan of the TV series, The Big Bang Theory. It is one of those shows that I can watch over and over again. 

Among my favorite episodes is a Christmas episode, “The Bath Item Gift Hypothesis.” 

 

In this episode Sheldon shares his distaste for gift giving. His personality requires him to make sure that all things 

are equal. So, if he receives a gift, he feels obligated to give a return gift of exactly the same value. When Sheldon 

learns that the neighbor across the hall, Penny, intends to give him a gift, he is distraught. How can he possibly 

pick out a reciprocal gift of equal value until he knows the value of the gift he is to receive? His solution: go to 

Bed, Bath and Beyond to purchase multiple baskets of bath products, each with a different value. When he receives 

Penny’s gift, he will simply give her the basket closest in value and return the rest. Everything will be in balance. 

 

The problem is that Penny, a waitress at the Cheesecake Factory, gives him a napkin that was signed for Sheldon 

by Leonard Nimoy (who played the role of Spock in the old sci-fi TV series, Star Trek). Being the ultimate Star 

Trek fan, the gift is beyond value for Sheldon. In response he gives Penny all the gift baskets. When Penny 

responds in confusion, Sheldon replies, “I know. It’s not enough.” 

 

Perhaps there is a lesson for us in the interaction between Penny and Sheldon in “The Bath Item Gift Hypothesis.”  

Sheldon immediately recognized that the gift from Penny was extravagant beyond compare and gave her 

everything he had. Even with that, he knew it was not enough. 

 

We, too, have all received a gift of incomparable value. God has given us forgiveness, new life and salvation 

through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. There is no amount of bath product gift baskets that we can give 

back to God to put things in balance. And God knows that. But as we receive that gift in joy, our response to God 

ought to be like Sheldon’s response to Penny – to give to God all that we can and recognize that it is not enough. 

 

And so I invite you to remember the gift beyond value that God has given you. Know that Jesus died for you. 

Then consider how you can respond to this great gift. How do we possibly show God how much we appreciate 

his incomparable gift? We show our love for God through our acts of love for one another. We love God by 

offering our gifts of time, our gifts of talent, and our gifts of our resources for the work of God in the world. 

 

Though our offerings will never bring things into balance with God, they are a sure sign of how much we 

appreciate the great gift that God has given us. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Knowles 
 

*********************************************************************************** 

  

** Giving statements through June 30, 2022 have been placed in your mailbox to be picked up. ** 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

  2 – Bryce Chase  

  8 – Addi Miller 

10 – Valorie Daniel 

11 – Marilyn Mudd 

12 – Haley Mudd 

15 – Sheila Doering 

22 – Gerda Schmeltzer 

24 – Debra McClanahan 

25 – Tyler De’Shawn Bowser-Smith 

29 – Jan Jackson 

30 – Tyler Lee Miller 

31 – Linda Miner 

 

Happy Anniversary to:  
 

  9 – Connie & Terry Langston (1997) 

14 – LaVerne & Sue Knipe (1976) 

16 – Allen & Judy Noftsker (1998) 

20 – Greg & Karla Kirkwood- Johnson (1977) 

27 – Rev. Don & Mary Knowles (1983) 

29 – Rick & Pam Ohrn (1981) 

 

 

CALVARY’S PRAYER LIST 

 

The following individuals need to be uplifted in 

prayer:  

 

Dave Menke battling cancer. Candice Tennison, 

Connie Langston, Linda Johansen, Debbie Faith, 

Jackie Dooley, Bev Boyle, Bob and Beth Fuller, 

LaVerne Knipe, Cindy Pham, Allen & Joyce Faust, 

Kenalene Forbeck, Pete and Sue Lingris & family, 

Bev & Ken Oller, Karen Moore, Gerda Schmeltzer,  

Randy Kirkwood 

 

If you would like to send a card to Linda Johansen, her 

address is: 
 

 Linda Johansen    c/o Laura Christenson 

 827 Dearborn St., Iowa City, IA 52240 

 

 

 

September Newsletter Deadline 

Tuesday, August 16 

 

All articles for the July newsletter should be emailed 

to the church office or placed in my box by Tuesday, 

August 16.   The September Newsletter will be mailed 

or placed in your mailboxes on Thursday, August 25.  

 

We offer our sympathies and prayers 

to Debbie Faith, family and friends of 

Steve. He passed away on July 2.  

Funeral services were held on July 7th 

at Calvary. May you find refuge and 

comfort in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

  During the month of July we have received 

the following words of thanks…. 
 

 Thank you for the surprise recognition of the 

35th anniversary of my ordination on Sunday (July 17). 

Thank you to all the Calvary and St. James members 

who attended the wonderful reception following 

worship at Calvary. Thank you for all the cards and 

well-wishes. And most of all, thank you for being an 

important part of the ministry we share in Moline and 

Rock Island.  God bless you all. 
 

---- Pastor Knowles 

 

 Thank you for all the prayers and cards during 

my illness.  I continue to recover and am doing 

better. 

  ----Linda Johansen 
 

 Thank you for contributing lunches to the Habitat 

work sites!  We enjoyed them. 
 

 ----- Sincerely, Marcia Ellingsworth 

 

 
 

 
 

 FAITHFUL FLEXORS 
 

RESUME on AUGUST 8th  
 

Faithful Flexors will meet once 
again on August 8th at 9:00 am downstairs in Erlander 

Hall.  Please wear comfortable clothing.  If you would 

like more information, please see or call Sandy Ohrn 

at 309-373-8261 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY HOOKERS – August 31 
 

We will be meeting on Wednesday, 

August 31. We have lots of projects we 

are working on; besides great fellowship and delicious 

snacks.   Come Join Us.   
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 UPDATING OUR 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

We would like to update our 

Church Directory, no later 

than September.   

 

Please look in the last directory and review your 

information – especially phone numbers.  Quite a few 

have dropped their landline in favor of using a cell 

phone; while others have moved.   Please let me know 

if you would like your cell phone number to remain 

private.  If so, your number will not be included in the 

update. 

 

If your information has changed, please notify the 

church office through email – 

secretary@calvarymoline.org or put a note in my box.  

Once the information has been changed for our 

records, I will print off updated sheets to be inserted 

into your directory.    Thanks, Teri 

 
 

 
 
 

WELCA NEWS----- 
 

During the Spring meetings of the 

Calvary's WELCA, the ladies 

commented on the work being done to install new 

flooring in our church's downstairs areas.   This is such 

an improvement and we wish to thank the Church 

Council and the church for the beautiful and durable 

improvements. 

 

In that regard, we discussed the maintenance of our 

carpeted areas noting that regular professional 

cleaning has not been done, especially during the 

Covid period.    The ladies discussed the cleaning of 

the Upper Room, upper hallways, Narthex, and 

Erlander Hall, and with Church Council's approval, 

received three bids for this work to be done.   

 

The lowest bid from Stanley Steamer was considered 

by Council to be approved.   They have asked that the 

WELCA pay half the cost of the cleaning, 

(approximately $550.00).   Since we need approval by 

our members to spend more than $100,00, a vote by 

ballot will be taken on Sunday, Aug. 14, to approve 

this expenditure.    Please plan to attend and vote your 

decision.   For any questions, you may have please 

contact Marilyn Gross, WELCA, V. Pres., ph.309-

764-0983. 

GySgt Doug Gross has taken an 

overseas assignment for a year.   

His address is on the board in the 

hallway.   The family is still in 

North Carolina.   

 

 

 

Can you help? 
 

    Our 3 crosses at the front of the church 

need some work.  We need someone with an electric 

sander to sand the rust spots before we can paint them 

with Rust-Oleum paint.  Please contact Pam Gross 

309-738-2385 if you can help.   

 

 
 

 

WECLA CONVENTION 

SEPTEMBER 17 
 

The 33rd WELCA Convention will be held 

on Saturday, September 17 at Prince of 

Peace Lutheran Church, 2700 W. Stephenson St., 

Freeport, IL.  Deadline for Registration is August 17.  

If you would like to attend or need more information, 

please see or call Sue Knipe at 309- 738-0415. 

 
 

 

 

CALVARY CARETAKER CREW – AUGUST 17 
 

Thank you to all those who have helped out on our 

Calvary Caretaker Crew each month.   We will meet 

August 17 at 9:00 to work for an hour or so and then 

enjoy some snacks.   If you can’t come that day you 

can work anytime the church is open and just mark in 

the notebook (kept in the kitchen) the chore you 

completed.   This seems to be working well for 

completing the needed tasks.   If you have any 

questions contact Pam Gross.   

 

 

 

KNIT -A -BIT 
 

We would like to thank the those who 

have been busy making scarves and 

hats for Another Child foundation.  We 

contributed – 36 Scarves, 49 Hats and 

17 Hat & Scarf sets.  We will begin meeting again in 

the fall.   Feel free to drop off completed items as you 

complete them. 

mailto:secretary@calvarymoline.org
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Please read over carefully. I have started assigning Sundays for Lectors and Back Door Greeters.  I have split the 

months – JULY and AUGUST.    If you are unable to full-fill your commitment, please find a replacement and 

let Teri know in the office.  
 

 

ALTAR GUILD for AUGUST 
 

Renee Ketelsen & volunteer 

 

LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for 

AUGUST 
 

Aug.   7 – Joe Geerts (L & CA) 

Aug. 14 – Ruth Laabs (L & CA) 

Aug. 21 – Barb Geerts (L) & Bruce Daniel (CA) 

Aug. 28 – Gary Gross (L)  & (CA) 

    OUTDOOR SERVICE 

 

BACK DOOR GREETERS for AUGUST 
 

Aug.  7 –  Linda Chase 

Aug. 14 – Barb Geerts 

Aug. 21 – Vickie McAlister 

Aug. 24 – OUTDOOR 

 

COUNTERS for AUGUST 
 

Aug.  7 – Paul Levesque & Barb Geerts 

Aug. 14 – Teri Griebel & Volunteer for Deb Faith 

Aug. 21 – Gary Gross & Terry Langston 

Aug. 28 – Greg Johnson & Connie Langston 

 

USHERS/GREETERS for AUGUST 
 

Aug.  7 – Vickie McAlister & Ruth Laabs-Wilcox 

Aug. 14 – Bruce & Val Daniel 

Aug. 21 – Greg Johnson & Linda Chase 

Aug. 28 – Joe Geerts & Gary Gross 

 

ALTAR GUILD for SEPTEMBER 
 

Barb Geerts & Connie Langston 

 

LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.  4 – Gary Gross (L & CA) 

Sept. 11 – Sandy Ohrn (L & CA) 

Sept. 18 – Renee Ketelsen (L & CA) 

Sept. 25 – Val Daniel ( L & CA) 

   OUTDOOR SERVICE 

 

BACK DOOR GREETERS for SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.  4 – Joe Geerts 

Sept. 11 – Renee Ketelsen 

Sept. 18 – Ann Lundstrom 

Sept. 25 – OUTDOOR SERVICE 

 
 

COUNTERS for SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.  4 – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

Sept. 11 – Charlene Lundstrom & Vickie McAlister 

Sept. 18 – Paul Levesque & Barb Geerts 

Sept. 25 –  Debbie Faith & Teri Griebel 

 

USHERS/GREETERS for SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.  4  – Kirk Ketelsen & Allen Noftsker 

Sept. 11 –  David Peterson & Terry Langston 

Sept. 18  – Vickie McAlister & Ruth Laabs-Wilcox 

Sept. 25 – Bruce & Val Daniel 

HUMOR 
 

• A boy in a toy store selected a miniature car, took it to the register and gave the cashier paper money 

from a board game.  The cashier commented, “This money isn’t real, kiddo.”   “That’s OK,” the boy 

replied.  “Neither is the car.” 

 

• The company owner was asked how she motivated her employees to be on time.  She smiled and replied, 

“It’s simple. I have 30 employees and 29 free parking spaces.  One is paid parking.” 
 

• Did you hear the one about the roof?  Never mind.  It’s over your head. 


