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From the Pastor: 
 

In the time before Covid one weekend I attended a 

couple of meetings at the synod office in Rockford.  

Bishop Clements used the same devotion at both 

meetings. And I found myself equally disturbed by the 

devotion at both meetings. 
 

The bishop began his devotional with a reading from 

Mark 8: 
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to 

the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 

on the way he asked his disciples, 

"Who do people say that I am?" 28 And 

they answered him, "John the Baptist; 

and others, Elijah; and still others, one 

of the prophets." 29 He asked them, 

"But who do you say that I am?" Peter 

answered him, "You are the Messiah." 
30 And he sternly ordered them not to 

tell anyone about him. 
 

Now, it wasn’t the passage that I found disturbing. For 

all kinds of reasons that I would be happy to share with 

you, I like this passage. Nor was it the question that 

the bishop asked about this passage that disturbed me. 

It was a good question. Framing the question in the 

context of evangelism, he asked us how we might 

answer that question if someone – a non-Christian – 

would ask us that question. Imagine, he suggested, if 

an unchurched neighbor might ask you “Who is 

Jesus?’ How would you answer? 
 

And this is what disturbed me so much. I didn’t have 

a quick answer. Me…a theologically trained 

professional, was speechless. I was so thankful at that 

first meeting that the bishop did not ask us to actually 

respond to the question. 
 

Shouldn’t I – shouldn’t we – have a ready answer to 

such a basic question? If we are to take seriously at all 

our call to be evangelists - to tell the story, then it is 

absolutely necessary that we have an answer to such a 

basic question. 

By the time of the second meeting I had had some time 

to consider an answer. So when the question was 

raised again (and this time the bishop asked us to 

actually respond) I was ready – sort of. I said “Jesus is 

the manifestation of God.” However, my pride at this 

answer quickly waned. It was a good answer – 

theologically. But when I thought about the scenario 

of being asked by a neighbor, my response seemed 

technical and cold. I don’t think such an answer would 

do anything to encourage someone to hear more. 

 

So, after some time to reflect on the question, here’s 

my answer (for now). 

Who is Jesus? Jesus is God in the 

visible. If you want to know what God 

is like, look at Jesus. Jesus preached 

love and justice. Jesus forgave sins and 

healed the broken. Jesus ate with 

outcasts and sinners. He sought the 

poor and the lost, including them in the 

fellowship of God’s family. That’s 

who Jesus is… he is God in the flesh 

sharing God’s love, mercy, forgiveness 

and justice. That’s the God that I 

believe in - the God mirrored in Jesus, 

and the God that I invite you get to 

know with me. 

 

So that is my answer. It doesn’t have to be your 

answer. But I think it is important for you to have an 

answer. So, let me echo the bishop’s challenge. “Who 

do you say that Jesus is?” 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Knowles 
 

 

 

NEW ADDRESS: 

Bev Boyle has moved.  She now resides at Friendship 

Manor.  Cards should be addressed: 
 

Bev Boyle, Friendship Manor 

1209 21st Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201 
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Happy Birthday to: 
 

 

  2 – Fran Freeze 

  4 – Dave Griebel 

  5 – Debbie Faith 

  7 – Linda Nelson 

  8 – Ruth Laabs 

11 – Mark Jackson 

12 – Lennon Miller 

17 – Gary Gross 

19 – Mary Knowles 

20 – Randy Bowser 

27 – Christine Mellgren 
 

Happy Anniversary to:  
 

14 – Kirk & Renee Ketelsen (1991) 

17 – Paul & Dawn Levesque (1988) 

20 – Kurt & Lisa Dicks (1986) 

 

CALVARY’S PRAYER LIST 

 

The following individuals need to be uplifted in 

prayer:  
 

Vickie McAlister, Teri Griebel, Ann Lundstrom, 

Annette Menke, Candice Tennison, Connie Langston, 

Linda Johansen,  Bev Boyle, Bob and Beth Fuller, 

LaVerne Knipe, Cindy Pham, Allen & Joyce Faust, 

Kenalene Forbeck, Pete and Sue Lingris & family, 

Bev & Ken Oller, Karen Moore, Gerda Schmeltzer,  

Randy Kirkwood 

 

 

October Newsletter Deadline 

NO LATER than  

Tuesday, September13 
 

Please have ALL articles for the October newsletter 

either emailed to the church office or placed in my box 

by Tuesday, September 13.  This will help Debbie as 

she will be working in the office during my absence. 

The October Newsletter will be mailed or placed in 

your mailboxes on Thursday, September 22.   
 

Thanks, Teri 

 
 

WELCA - SEPTEMBER 6 
 

WELCA will have an Organizational 

meeting on September 6 at 9:30 am in 

the Upper Room.  All are welcome to 

attend.  Bring a snack to share and you are invited to 

bring a friend. 

We offer our sympathies and 

prayers to Annette Menke, family 

and friends of Steve. He passed 

away on August 10.  Funeral 

services were held on August 13th at 

Calvary. May you find refuge and 

comfort in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

During the month of August, we have 

received the following words of thanks….  
 

 I want to thank everyone for the calls, 

cards, prayers and help during my recent surgery. It 

really helps to have people care when you are not 

feeling up to par.   
 

----Bless all of you. Candice Tennison 

 

 Thank you for being so incredibly generous!  I’m 

writing to say “thank you” for making a fit of $65.00.  

You’re someone who cares about the kids God has 

called us to serve and is willing to do something about 

it.  I am humbled by your generosity and honored you 

chose to give to Another Child Foundation. 
 

---- Gratefully, Tim Oloffson, Eexc. Dir. 

 

 Thank you for your continued support of the 

mission and ministries of Churches United.  We have 

received your $153 donation for Moline Care Link.  

This enables us to keep helping those in need for rent 

and utility assistance for this area. 
 

      ----Blessings, Rev. Dr. Melvin Grimes, Exec. Dir. 

  Betsy Vanausdeln, Assoc. Dir. 

 

 As prices skyrocket, things break down and as we 

navigate away from the pandemic, we feel your 

support!  This donation helps LOMC in so many 

wonderful ways as we navigate ministry needs.  Thank 

you for your donation of $220 to LOMC. 
 

 ----Blessing and peace from LOMC staff, 

   Robert Gieraltowshi, Exec. Dir. 

 

 Thank you for investing $190 in the kids and 

teens at YouthHope!  Because of you, urban youth are 

learning their true purpose, value, potential, and 

passion.  Thank you for helping make this possible! 
 

 ---- In Appreciation, Mark Drake, Exec. Dir. 
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NOTICE:  TERI OUT OF OFFICE 
 

Teri will be out of the office beginning the week of 

September 12 as I am having knee surgery on the 13th.  

Debbie Faith has graciously offered to help in the 

office while I recover.  As always, let Jesus guide your 

footsteps each and every day.   Teri 

 

 

 

UPDATING OUR CHURCH 

DIRECTORY 

 

We would like to update our 

Church Directory, extended 

through October. 
 

Please look in the last directory and review your 

information – especially phone numbers.  Quite a few 

have dropped their landline in favor of using a cell 

phone; while others have moved.   Please let me know 

if you would like your cell phone number to remain 

private.  If so, your number will not be included in the 

update. 
 

If your information has changed, please notify the 

church office through email – 

secretary@calvarymoline.org or put a note in my box.  

Once the information has been changed for our 

records, I will print off updated sheets to be inserted 

into your directory.    Thanks, Teri 

 

 

KNIT - A – BIT 

RESUMES  
 

Knit-A-Bit resumes on September 7th at 

6:00 pm in the Upper Room. We are a 

small group, but all are welcome.  Come 

join us!  

 

2022 AID DRIVE for KIDS in ROMANIA 
 

                      
 
           

 

Calvary Lutheran Church – 
 

Thank you so much for the donations of shoes, 

underwear, diapers, and money toward shipping 

costs.  These items from Calvary, and from other area 

churches, will benefit many children in 

Romania.  Their lives will be enhanced by your 

generosity.   On behalf of Another Child Foundation, 

thank you.           ----- Greg Johnson 

Serving CAFÉ on VINE 
 

 September 17, 2022. 
 

Meet at church on Friday September 16 at 

1:00 to prepare food for serving.   Need helpers to put 

the lunch together.   Also need cookies donated.    
 

If you can help on Friday or Saturday please let Ruth 

or Pam know.   Sign up list will be available after 

church on Sundays. 

 
 

 FAITHFUL FLEXORS 
 

Faithful Flexors meet on Monday 

and Thursday at 9:00 am 

downstairs in Erlander Hall.  

Please wear comfortable clothing.  If you would like 

more information, please see or call Sandy Ohrn at 

309-373-8261 

 

 

HAPPY HOOKERS – September 28 
 

We will be meeting on Wednesday, 

September 28. We have lots of projects 

we are working on; besides great fellowship and 

delicious snacks.   Come Join Us.   

 
 

CALVARY CARETAKER CREW  
 

SEPTEMBER 21 
 

We will meet September 27 at 9:00 to work for an hour 

or so and then enjoy some snacks.   If you can’t come 

that day you can work anytime the church is open and 

just mark in the notebook (kept in the kitchen) the 

chore you completed.   This seems to be working well 

for completing the needed tasks.   If you have any 

questions contact Pam Gross.   

 
 

End of Life and Funeral Planning  

Workshop and Luncheon 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 at 11:30am 

 

Augustana Lutheran Church, 628 6th Street, 

Andover, IL 61233, is hosting a workshop on end of 

life and funeral planning with three presenters. You 

will hear from a funeral director, an expert in estate 

planning, and from Pastor Reed Lee Pedersen. This 

event is free to anyone and includes a complimentary 

lunch. You can sign up by going 

to https://forms.gle/tmacMJuPpQZVsavV9 or by 

calling Augustana's church office (309) 521-8127. 

mailto:secretary@calvarymoline.org
https://forms.gle/tmacMJuPpQZVsavV9
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Please read over carefully. I have started assigning Sundays for Lectors and Back Door Greeters.  I have split the 

months – JULY and AUGUST.    If you are unable to full-fill your commitment, please find a replacement and 

let Teri know in the office.  
 

 

ALTAR GUILD for SEPTEMBER 
 

Barb Geerts & Connie Langston 

 

LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.   4 –  Gary Gross (L & CA) 

Sept. 11 –  Sandy Ohrn (L & CA) 

Sept. 18 –  Renee Ketelsen (L & CA) 

Sept. 25 – Val Daniel (L & CA) 

    OUTDOOR SERVICE 

 

BACK DOOR GREETERS for SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.   4 –  Joe Geerts 

Sept. 11 – Renee Ketelsen 

Sept. 18 – Barb Geerts 

Sept. 25 – OUTDOOR SERVICE 

 

COUNTERS for SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.   4 – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

Sept. 11 – Charlene Lundstrom & Vickie McAlister 

Sept. 18 – Paul Levesque & Barb Geerts 

Sept. 25 –Debbie Faith & Volunteer 

 

USHERS/GREETERS for SEPTEMBER 
 

Sept.   4 – Kirk Ketelsen 

Sept. 11 – David Peterson & Terry Langston 

Sept. 18 – Vickie McAlister & Ruth Laabs 

Sept. 25 – Bruce & Val Daniel 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD for OCTOBER 
 

Val and Bruce Daniel 

 

LECTORS & COMMUNION ASST. for 

OCTOBER 
 

Oct.    2 –  Paul Levesque (L & CA) 

Oct..   9 – Barb Geerts (L)  & Sandy Ohrn (CA) 

Oct.. 16  – Joe Geerts (L & CA) 

Oct.. 23 – Val Daniel ( L & CA) 

Oct. 30 -  Sandy Ohrn (L & CA)   

  

BACK DOOR GREETERS for OCTOBER 
 

Oct..  2  – Pam Gross 

Oct.   9 –  Sandy Ohrn 

Oct. 16 – Vickie McAlister 

Oct. 23 – Gary Gross 

Oct. 30 – Linda Chase 

 
 

COUNTERS for OCTOBER 
 

Oct..  2  – Gary Gross & Terry Langston 

Oct.   9 –  Greg Johnson & Connie Langston 

Oct. 16  – Pam Gross & Linda Chase 

Oct. 23 – Charlene Lundstrom & Vickie Mcalister 

Oct. 30 – Paul levesque & Barb Geerts 

 

USHERS/GREETERS for OCTOBER 
 

Oct..  2  – Greg Johnson & Linda Chase 

Oct.   9 –  Joe Geerts & Gary Gross 

Oct. 16  – Kirk Ketelsen 

Oct. 23 – David Peterson & Terry Langston 

Oct. 30 – Vickie McAlister & Ruth Laabs 

HUMOR… 
 

• Concerned that his son was spending too much time on video games, a dad told him, “When Abraham 

Lincoln was your age, he was studying books by the light of the fireplace.”  “Oh yeah?” the son replied, 

“Well, when Abe Lincoln was your age, he was president of the United States.” 
 

• If you think your computer and cellphone spying on you is bad, know that your vacuum cleaner’s been 

gathering dirt on you for years. 


