
 

 

 

  

Markell-Bani Fine Wines & Sparkling Beverages Media Kit 



 

 

  

Markell-Bani Fine Wines and Sparkling Beverages was founded in 2008 by lifelong 
friends and Cincinnati natives, Gregory Markell Lawrence (right) and Sean Bani Yisrael 
(left). Inspired by their passion for fine wine and a purposeful desire to respond to the 
under representation of African-Americans in the wine industry, they decided to create 
their own wine brand. Greg and Sean began by immersing themselves in the wine 
industry, traveling the world, visiting vineyards, participating in wine showcases and 
educating themselves in the craft of wine making. Often the only African-Americans 
participating in the events, Greg and Sean quickly realized the elite nature of the wine 
making industry. Determined to use their African-American heritage as an asset 
instead of a limiting factor, they pressed forward; and Markell-Bani was born. 



 

 

 

  

Markell-Bani Fine Wines & Sparkling Beverages is an upscale, urban spirits company that epitomizes the 
class, distinction and rich heritage of African-American culture. Each flavorful wine recipe is infused with a 
passion, quality and distinct tasteful brilliance that suggests, "Of the highest quality and best of its kind". We 
warmly invite you to taste the passion, distinction and class of Markell-Bani. 
 
Markell-Bani is the brainchild of two lifelong friends and Cincinnati natives, Greg Markell Lawrence and Sean 
Bani Yisrael; who endeavored to create a brand that would serve the historically under represented African-
American community. The duo purposed to make brilliant, classy wines with a sweet, robust and flavorful taste 
that could be experienced and enjoyed by a novice wine drinker or a connoisseur. 
 


