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Dear North Bethesda Neighbors, 
Spring is here, and so is our new community magazine, North Bethesda Neighbors Magazine. 
This is the first issue! We have a tremendous collection of neighborhoods here, and North 
Bethesda Neighbors Magazine is a new resource for us to share our stories, keep in touch with 
each other, meet our neighbors and connect us to our amazing local businesses. Each month 
we will feature a new family from the community who will share their stories with us. We 
have an amazing collection of local contributing writers and our magazine will always be filled 
with great local content. 

I’m Michael Kelly. My daughters and I moved to the area last year and we love it here. I 
started a community magazine with the residents of Kensington last June, and it is going 
so well, that I decided to start one here. My background is in ocean science, but I made a 
career shift with the Kensington magazine and will never look back. The experience has given 
me a profound appreciation for the people I share my community with. The adventure of 
getting North Bethesda Neighbors up and running has been the best introduction to my new 
community that I could ever ask for.

Above all, this is YOUR magazine. Please contact me or our Content Coordinator and long-
time resident, Lexi Shapiro with your ideas, your stories, your pictures, poems, or information 
you would like to share. Know a great local artist who could use some free publicity? Have an 
amazing pet you want to let us all get to know? Have a story about one of 
our incredible residents? Email me! I believe that sharing our stories with 
each other creates a stronger and more vibrant community.

Sincerely, 
Michael Kelly

Publisher

Dear Residents,
This is Lexi Shapiro, writing to you as the Content Coordinator of the new North Bethesda 
Magazine. As someone who has grown up in North Bethesda my whole life, I know how 
unique this community is and how much there is within it to highlight. I want to make this 
magazine into something amazing. I hope that you are willing to help me make this happen, 
whether it be through sending in submissions, providing feedback, or just tuning in to read 
each month’s copy. I want this to become a North Bethesda staple that you can turn to 
for local information, some lighthearted relief, and most importantly for a strong sense of 
togetherness. I look forward to seeing this magazine grow and can only 
hope to make it as enjoyable as this community has been to me my 
entire life!

Sincerely, 
Lexi Shapiro

Content Coordinator

Any content, resident submissions, guest columns, advertisements and 
advertorials are not necessarily endorsed by or represent the views of 

Best Version Media (BVM) or any municipality, homeowners associations, 
businesses or organizations that this publication serves. BVM is not 
responsible for the reliability, suitability or timeliness of any content 

submitted. All content submitted is done so at the sole discretion of the 
submitting party. ©2021 Best Version Media. All rights reserved.

“Bringing People Together” 
PUBLICATION TEAM 

ADVERTISING  
Contact: Michael Kelly  

mkelly@bestversionmedia.com  
240-485-7059 

FEEDBACK/IDEAS/SUBMISSIONS: 
Have feedback, ideas or submissions? We are 
always happy to hear from you! Deadlines for 
submissions are the 10 of each month. Go to  

www.bestversionmedia.com and click 
“Submit Content.” You may also email 
your thoughts, ideas and photos to: 

alexashapiro@bestversionmedia.com

 

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Michael Kelly 
Publisher

Lexi Shapiro 
Content Coordinator

Emily Rezin 
Designer

Kevin Kennedy 
Contributing Photographer

Visit: fresh-homecleaning.com

Where it’s all about your home
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE:

301-519-8035

Walker Poole Insurance Inc. 
18310 Montgomery Village Ave., 
Suite 360. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
301-258-2602 
Fax: 301-330-8903
www.walkerpoole.com
wpia@walkerpoole.com

Contact us for a home and auto insurance quote!

*Annual savings based on new customers surveyed in June 2020, who reported auto savings when switching to ERIE from another insurance carrier within the past 12 months. Individual premiums and savings will vary.
Erie Insurance Exchange, Erie Insurance Co., Erie Insurance Property & Casualty Co., and Erie Family Life Insurance Company (Erie, PA) or Eries Insurance Co. of New York (Rochester, NY). Erie® life Insurance and 
annuity products are not available in New York. Go to erieinsurance.com for company licensure information or talk to your ERIE agent for state-specific policy information.
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Mindy Aguirre State Farm Agency is the perfect example of a successful 
women-led business that achieves exemplary service while being dedicated to 
improving the surrounding community. Mindy opened her agency in January 
2015 and currently serves MD, DC and VA and has over 200 5 star google 
reviews. As the owner, she has created jobs in the surrounding community and 
protects her policyholders in the DMV.  Mindy began a Pharmaceutical Industry 
career serving clients such as Johns Hopkins and Walter Reed after obtaining an 
MBA. “After more than a decade at Abbvie, I wanted to own my own business 
where there was no glass ceiling,” she explains. “My passion is to help others in 
creating careers in our local community. We are a woman owned business, an 
equal opportunity employer and we support the LGBTQ+ community.”

What’s the secret to running a successful business with positive ties to the 
community? According to Mindy, it’s all about personal connections to the 
customer. “We create relationships with our customers that last a lifetime by 
offering exceptional value,” she explains. “We personally answer the phones 
and know our policyholders by name. My team and I make the experience 
of getting insurance fun! We do that by asking questions, so we understand 
people’s needs.  We listen carefully and match our customers with the coverage 
they need.” 

Mindy is also dedicated to helping out the local community through 
her business whenever possible. “My #1 motivation is to provide career 
opportunities in our local community”, she says with a smile. “Many of my 
team members did not have opportunities for higher education or lacked the 
connections to get a good career. So it is my greatest joy to be able to identify 
talent regardless of background and develop them into future leaders.  I just 
recently promoted a team member to Assistant Manager. She was stuck in 
dead-end positions looking for a  chance to grow. I gave her that chance, and 
she is flourishing.” 

She also takes pride in being a local business and the support that her 
community has offered her in return. “When you buy insurance from my 
agency, you are helping a small business in the local community. My business is 

located where I live. We love to give back by creating jobs and boosting our local 
economy. We believe in small businesses helping other small businesses and 
shop local at every business and personal opportunity,” she says with a smile.

But that’s not the only reason the Mindy Aguirre State Farm Agency stands 
out. Stella, a boxer, and Luna, a french bulldog, were office dog regulars before 
the pandemic! “Not only did they bring a smile to our faces but to our guests 
as well,” Mindy laughs. “Our Mail Carrier would bring treats for them.  You can 
imagine the excitement every time they came by.”  

Mindy also makes sure to have strong ties to the community outside of her 
business.

She has been married to her husband, Chris, for 12 years.  They live in North 
Bethesda and have three children and two grandchildren. She volunteers at the 
local elementary school regularly and often assists with anything the teachers 
need, whether it be sitting in the hallway tutoring the ESOL students in math 
or making 400 photocopies. “No job is too small when it comes to helping out 
teachers,” she says. “In my previous pharmaceutical career, I worked closely 
with our active-duty military hospitals helping soldiers stay deployable. This 
was a real passion of mine because both my Father and Grandfather are Navy 
wartime Veterans”.  

How Mindy Aguirre 
State Farm Agency 
Inspires and Uplifts

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, contact 
Michael Kelly: mkelly@bestversionmedia.com or 240-302-7489

EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

REALTOR 
Silvanna Valencia | Local Realtor 
1050 Connecticut Ave NW Suite 500 
Washington DC 20036  
(410)733-8661 • (888)869-7369  
www.SilTheDeal.com • Silvanna.Valencia@exprealty.com

REALTOR 
Mindy Aguirre - State Farm 
10400 Connecticut Avenue 
Kensington, MD 20895 
240-704-8400 • mindy.aguirre.d3ro@statefarm.com 
www.insurewithmindy.com

EDUCATION 
Whole Kids Academy 
6006 Executive Boulevard 
Rockville, MD 20852 
240-242-4957 • hannah@wholekidsacademy.com 
www.wholekidsacademy.com   

PRIMARY CARE 
North Bethesda Primary Care 
11300 Rockville Pike 
North Bethesda, MD 20852 
301-941-4414 • drpossner@nbprimarycare.com 
www.nbprimarycare.com

VACATION PROPERTIES 
The Terrill Team of Northrop Realty 
12911 Ocean Gateway, Suite 104 
Ocean City, MD 21842.   
410-200-3584 • amanda@terrillteam.com 
www.terrillteam.com  

HOUSE CLEANING 
Fresh Home Cleaning 
1 Research Court 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
301-519-8035 • azelaya@fresh-homecleaning.com  
www.fresh-homecleaning.com

By Lexi Shapiro • Photo by Kevin Kennedy

BUSINESS PROFILE

JIM TERRILL
Call today: 443.880.2421

12911 Ocean Gateway Suite 104,  
Ocean City, MD 21842

443.837.7455

“Selling the Maryland and Delaware beaches.”
O C EA N C I T Y • F E N W I C K • B E T H A N Y • D E W E Y • R E H O B OT H

• Auto Insurance
• Homeowners 

Insurance
• Life Insurance
• Renters Insurance

• Boat Insurance
• Builders Risk 

Insurance
• Commercial Car and 

Business Insurance

• Workers 
Compensation 
Insurance and more..

Mindy Aguirre State Farm Agent
Your North Bethesda Agency

Mindy Aguirre, Agent 
240.704.8400  
www.insurewithmindy.com
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Summer    
  Skincare

By Dr. Brenda Pellicane

help neutralize damaging free radicals, boost collagen production, 
and can brighten the skin. You can also increase your antioxidant 
levels by taking an oral pill. On days when you know you will 
get excess sun, such as at the pool or beach, I always take an 
oral supplement with Polypodium leucotomos fern extract. This 
powerful oral antioxidant has been shown to help skin defend 
against oxidative stress and reduces the negative effects of free 
radicals on the skin. 

While I advocate for the use of daily broad-spectrum sunscreen 
all year long, you may need to step it up a bit in the summer. 
Start by choosing a higher SPF and applying more often. Unique 
application methods such as sprays, sticks, compacts, and powder 
brushes can make this easier to do. Make sure you choose a 
broad-spectrum sunscreen, meaning it protects you from both 
UVA and UVB rays. And, if you keep sunscreen in your car or 
another place that is prone to extreme temperatures, be sure to 
choose a mineral (heat stable) sunscreen to store in these areas.

In addition to applying the correct suncreen, it is important to 
wear proper clothing when you are exposed to the sun. Many 
people don’t realize that regular clothing provides insufficient 
protection to the sun’s damaging rays. An average cotton shirt 
only has an SPF of about 5 (even lower when wet). There are 
a number of apparel brands that now make UPF (Ultraviolet 
Protection Factor)-rated hats and clothing so there are plenty 
of options to choose from, most of which are rated UPF 50 or 

higher. I personally keep UPF driving sleeves in my glovebox 
and put them on whenever I am in the car for an easy, mess-
free way to protect my arms from developing sun spots and skin 
cancer. Ultraviolet light type A (UVA), the type which contributes 
to sun damage and aging, penetrates glass. So, we must protect 
ourselves when driving or while sitting at a desk by a window at 
work, for example.

Finally, you can also protect yourself against the sun by being 
selective about the hours you choose to spend outside. The 
sun’s rays are strongest between the hours of 10am – 2pm. 
When possible, limit your time outside during these hours. Also, 
be aware that both water and sand increase our UV exposure 
by reflecting UV light. This is why it is important to boost your 
antioxidant levels, apply and reapply sunscreen, and wear the 
proper clothing…even when sitting under an umbrella. 

Brenda Pellicane, MD, Founder 
ICON Dermatology & Aesthetics 
11300 Rockville Pike, Suite 911,  
North Bethesda, Maryland 20852 
www.icondermatology.com  
301.810.3600

As summer approaches, it’s time to make some changes to 
your daily skincare routine. 

Start by “lightening up” some of your skincare products. 
Moisturizing is important all year long as it restores and 
protects the skin barrier. However, you may want to switch to 
a lighter formulation as the intense hydration we need in the 
winter months (due to the dryer air) is no longer required. 
Think about changing your moisturizer from a cream to a 
lotion. The same idea goes for cleansers. You may be able to 
change from a moisturizing cream cleanser to a lighter gentle 
foam cleanser in the summer.

The daily use of topical antioxidants is important year-
round, but especially during the warmer months. With more 
time outside, we subject our skin to increased free radical 
damage from both the sun and pollution. Antioxidant serums 
containing vitamin C, (such as SkinBetter Alto Defense serum), 

At ICON Dermatology and Aesthetics, board-certified 
dermatologists, Brenda L. Pellicane, MD, FAAD, and 
Rebecca A. Kazin, MD, FAAD bring clinical excellence, 
expertise, and a personal touch to every patient encounter. 
You can expect accurate medical dermatologic diagnoses 
and honest, thoughtful aesthetic treatment plans delivered 
by skilled hands in an intimate, professional environment. 

ICON is a direct pay aesthetic and medical dermatology 
practice. We will provide you with the information you 
need to submit medical dermatology claims to your insur-
ance company, as needed.

11300 Rockville Pike, Suite 911, North Bethesda, Maryland 20852
301-810-3600   |   www.IconDermatology.com

Mother's Day
Blooms

Garden Center | Lifestyle Boutique  | Landscape Services

Roses

Tropicals

Indoor arrangements

americanplant.store
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WEEKENDS, APRIL THROUGH MAY 2021
Spy Academy & the Lost Treasure of Atlantis @virtual 
An immersive online experience presented by Imagination Stage, North 
Bethesda, where Spy Team 7 is on a mission to recover a powerful 
treasure from the evil Dr. Levinious!  
Time: Varies • Cost: $25 per household
www.culturespotmc.com/event/spy-academy-the-lost-treasure-of-
atlantis-2/

SAT., APRIL 24, 2021
Restore Our Earth Fun Run and Walk @Wheaton Regional Park
Guests are welcome to a run or walk through the park and Pine lake or 
enter a three mile race! • Time: 9am - 1pm • Cost: FREE
www.eventbrite.com/e/restore-our-earth-fun-runwalk-
tickets-148764888787

SAT., APRIL 24, 2021
Walking tour of Observatory Park with William Shakespeare
@100 DeSellum Avenue Gaithersburg, MD 20877
Stroll past six iconic scenes, encountering wandering minstrels along 
the way. This one hour event comprises 6 of William Shakespears 
scenes lasting approximately 10 minutes each, and all pathways are 
accessible. • Time: 1pm-3pm • Cost: $5.00
ci.ovationtix.com/36017/production/1041941?performanceId=10654971

SUN., APRIL 25, 2021
Oral Cancer Foundation Fundraiser Walk/Run
@10200 Sligo Creek Parkway Silver Spring, MD 20902
Join a family-friendly FUNdraising event for the entire community! 
Spreading awareness and early detection of Oral Cancer are key to 
survival. • Time: 7:30am-12pm • Cost: Varies
www.facebook.com/events/453186351998532/

THU., APRIL 29, 2021
Public Art and the Rockville Cityscape @virtual
Dr. Teresa Lachin presents a narrated, online photographic tour of 
public works of art in the city of Rockville.
Time: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM EDT • Cost: FREE
www.eventbrite.com/e/public-art-and-the-rockville-cityscape-
tickets-142026343617

THROUGHOUT THE  MONTH OF MAY, 2021
Gaithersburg Book Festival @virtual
Tune into the annual celebration of great books and great writing 
featuring nearly 100 best-selling and award-winning authors who will 
participate in talks and panel discussions.
Time: Varies • Cost: FREE
www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org/master-schedule/

SAT., MAY 1, 2021
Flower Valley Elementary Thrift Donation Fundraiser
@4615 Sunflower DrRockville, MD 20853
Put aside your donations for the SAVERS Thrift Drive Fundraiser!
Time: 9:30 am - 1:00 pm • Cost: FREE • www.fvespta.org

MARCH 19 THROUGH MAY 16, 2021
“Big, Bold and Beautiful III” art exhibit
@506 S Frederick Ave, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
Visit a thought-provoking art exhibit featuring large two-dimensional 
pieces. VIewing hours by appointment and all visitors must wear masks 
and practice social distancing. • Time: 8:00am to 4:00pm • Cost: FREE
www.gaithersburgmd.gov

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 2021

Bring the community together with a 
positive, local and family-friendly magazine!

Contact the Publisher of this magazine 
for more information.

(301) 941-4414
www.nbprimarycare.com

11300 Rockville Pike, Suite #1015
North Bethesda, MD 20852

CONCIERGE MEDICAL CARE FOR NORTH BETHESDA Dr. Adam Possner

Greetings, my name is Dr. Adam Possner. I’m a resident of Old Farm 
and owner of North Bethesda Primary Care, a new concierge medical 
practice for adults located in the One Central Plaza building, just south 
of the Whole Foods and Seasons 52.

As someone who lives and works in North Bethesda, I’m so excited 
to have a publication through which we can learn about some of the 
people and businesses that make our community unique.

As an Expert Contributor, during the course of the year I’ll periodically 
write an article about a medical topic. For this inaugural issue of North 
Bethesda Neighbors, as the publication blooms, what better theme 
than, well, blossoms (i.e., seasonal allergies)!

When it comes to writing, I’m a big believer in the rule of threes; if folks 
can take away three points, I’ve done a good job. In that spirit, allow me 
to share three pearls about the treatment of seasonal allergies.

MAKE SURE YOU’RE USING THE  
NASAL STEROID SPRAY PROPERLY.

In the struggle against seasonal allergies, one of our most useful tools 
is nasal steroid sprays like fluticasone (Flonase) and mometasone 
(Nasonex). They can be extremely effective, not only for nasal 
congestion, but even for itchy, watery eyes.

The only challenge is, it’s not intuitive how to use them. First, direct 
the nozzle in a given nostril slightly toward the ear on the same 
side. This reduces the risk of spraying the nasal septum and inducing 
nose bleeds, the most common side effect of chronic nasal steroid 
use. And to help make sure the medicine gets to where it needs to 
go – the sinuses and not the back of the throat – don’t snort but 
slowly inhale through your nose as you spray, as if (in an ironic snub 
to allergies) you’re smelling a flower.

AVOID DIPHENHYDRAMINE.

If diphenhydramine (better known as Benadryl) were a brand-new 
medication today, it probably would be made available by prescription 
only. It’s a potent antihistamine – a so-called first-generation 
antihistamine -- with a litany of possible side effects, including sedation, 
constipation, and confusion, particularly in older folks. With chronic 
use, it may even increase the risk of dementia.

With rare exception, I don’t recommend diphenhydramine for seasonal 
allergies. And I definitely don’t recommend it for sleep.

For seasonal allergies, a much better choice is one of the over-the-
counter second-generation antihistamines: fexofenadine (Allegra), 
loratadine (Claritin), or my personal favorite because it tends to be 
a little stronger, cetirizine (Zyrtec). These medications don’t get into 
the brain like diphenhydramine can and, as such, tend to have fewer 
possible side effects. That being said, cetirizine can cause fatigue in 
about 10% of people, so I recommend taking it at night, just in case.

WIPE AROUND YOUR EYES.

This final pointer is for all you folks out there with itchy, watery eyes. 
While for this indication antihistamine eye drops are very effective 
treatments and, to a lesser extent, nasal sprays and oral antihistamines, 
one of the best interventions is simply to wipe the area around your 
eyes with a cool, damp washcloth. Wiping helps remove the pollen 
that’s driving the allergic reaction, and the cooler temperature is good 
for dialing down the itch. 

I hope these pointers help you enjoy spring in North Bethesda at least 
a little more than usual.  However, don’t just take it from me; always 
consult with your primary care physician. If you don’t have a primary care 
physician, please visit us at www.nbprimarycare.com or call 301-941-4414 
for a complimentary meet-and-greet to learn more.

Seasonal Allergies in 
North Bethesda

By Dr. Adam Possner, MD - North Bethesda Primary Care

EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR
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Bernardo Vallefuoco and Gianna Kagan met in Florence, Italy, in the 
summer of 1997. Bernardo spoke no English, and Gianna spoke no 

Italian, but somehow they learned to communicate. They were married 
a year and a half later!

Bernardo grew up apprenticing with stone and tile artisans In Napoli 
(Naples), Italy. After briefly serving in the Marina Militare (Italian 
Marine Corps,) and living in Paris and Rome, he eventually moved to 
Florence. At the age of 25, he started his own company, Edilprisma, 
specializing in stone, tile, and building restoration serving Florence and 
neighboring parts of Tuscany.

Gianna graduated from the University of Arizona and later went to 
study Oil Painting at Istituto Lorenzo de Medici in Florence. She had just 
been accepted to the Art Institute of Chicago when she and Bernardo 
found out that they had a baby on the way. They decided to move 
to Maryland so they could raise their kids near Gianna’s family. “I’d 
immigrated to the states when I was five from Johannesburg, South 
Africa, leaving behind a huge extended family,” Gianna explained. “I 
didn’t want my kids to have to grow up without grandparents or cousins 
as I did.” She goes on to explain that “We really wanted our kids to have 
a public school experience that offered a challenging curriculum and 
some ethnic diversity. I ran International Night at Luxmanor Elementary 
School for many years, and there were never less than 20 countries 
represented. This is truly an intercultural community!”

Bernardo left behind the company he’d spent ten years building, and 
Gianna let go of her dream of a career in art as they left Florence and 
moved to Maryland. They launched Vallefuoco Contractors in 1999, 
specializing in custom tile and stone installation. At the start, they could 
barely afford an old used van to carry tile. Twenty years later, they are 
incredibly grateful for what they’ve created here in North Bethesda. 
“As two immigrants, we’ve been truly fortunate for the community that 
gave us the opportunity to build a thriving business and a place to call 
home for our family,” Gianna says with a smile. “We later built an art 
studio in our home, so I could continue painting. I’ve expanded my own 
career, teaching Mindfulness and Creativity, both here and on retreats. 
The pandemic gave me the opportunity to start teaching remotely in 
schools, businesses, the construction industry, and most rewardingly, in 
our local community. Our communities are the support system for our 
families.”

While they are dedicated to running their business, the Vallefuocos are 
still able to make time for important causes that they are passionate 
about. Inspired by their beautiful nephew Jake, who has Down 
Syndrome and Autism, the Vallefuocos launched a 501(c) 3 in 2014 
called Disability Inclusion Guild to break social barriers for people 
with disabilities. “Our kids have all helped with inclusion events 
and programs over the years. We really believe in creating inclusive 
communities,” Gianna says. “I’ve been teaching Mindfulness for several 
years, and started teaching Inclusive Equity, Diversity & Belonging this 
year. I believe there are many ways to make people feel included, and 
most importantly to feel they belong.”

They are also still able to make time for plenty of family and community 
fun! “We all love to cook, eat, and entertain,” Gianna says. “Bernardo 
built a pizza oven in our back yard a few years ago, and when neighbors 
would see the smoke, they’d show up for his homemade pizza from 
Napoli. It’s become a kind of neighborhood ritual. Bernardo also 
cultivated a mini vineyard, but so far, we only get to eat the grapes since 
there’s not enough for making vino! We are avid fans of Italian Serie A 
soccer, and when our team, Napoli, is playing, there is always a party 
here - unless there’s a pandemic!”

Bernardo, Gianna, Isabella, Alessandro, Bianca, and their dog Leo have 
lived in Luxmanor and have become deeply 
involved in the community.

Bianca is currently a Junior at Walter Johnson 
High School. She’s been on Cheer since 
freshman year, is an avid cook, and recently 
took up crocheting, collaging, and baking.

Isi played JV lacrosse in high school and then 
got involved in SGA. She made inclusion a 
priority and still tries to create a culture of 
inclusion wherever she goes. She’s currently 
studying Graphic Design at UMD and just got 
accepted to a Marketing fellowship there next 
year.

Alessandro played soccer and tennis in 
high school and coached youth tennis at 
Georgetown Prep Tennis Club. He’s a freshman 
at UMD, where he’s currently studying 
Psychology and Neuroscience.

And finally, their beloved golden retriever 
Leo is the official “Office Dog” for Vallefuoco 
Contractors. In fact, their fabulous Office 

Manager, Randi, insists on bringing him homemade food to work. She’s 
also an extended family member.

“If you catch our family at dinner time, you’ll hear us speaking a pretty 
messy mix of languages, weaving in and out of English, Italian, and even 
some Neopolitan dialect of Italian,” Gianna says with a laugh. “Our kids 
are so used to it; they change their accents to speak to Bernardo and 
mix languages to form sentences. I’m pretty sure most other people 
couldn’t understand us.”

Having lived in North Bethesda for so many years, the Vallefuocos 
have a great appreciation for the uniquely supportive and inclusive 

By Lexi Shapiro

Meet the 
Vallefuocos!

COVER STORY
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DATA PULLED FROM BRIGHTML S BE T WEEN JANUARY 1, 2020 - APRIL 13, 2021.

IT’S IMPORTANT WHO YOU WORK WITH – 
We’re getting TOP DOLLAR with MULTIPLE OFFERS! 

Your Neighborhood 
Market Report Year-to-Date

+ THE AGENCY 

TEAM  NURIT

ADDRESS BEDS BATHS PRICE DATE

6311 Huntover Lane

6307 Huntover Lane

6101 Poindexter Lane

11918 Renwood Lane

11316 Huntover Drive

11230 Huntover Drive

6506 Tilden Lane

12037 Treeline Way

6 Sedgwick Lane

7120 Wolftree Lane

12227 Tildenwood Drive

6

6

6

5

6

5

5

3

7

4

4

6/2

6/2

5/1

3/1

6/2

5/1

5/1

2/1

7/1

2/1

3/1

$2,395,000

$2,450,000

$2,595,000

$928,000

$1,995,000

$2,595,000

$1,985,000

$769,900

$2,898,000

$865,000

$699,999

07/27/20

07/29/20

01/20/21

02/25/21

03/16/21

03/21/21

03/21/21

03/22/21

03/29/21

03/30/21

04/11/21

Homes Currently Under Contract

   
 

ADDRESS BEDS BATHS PRICE DATE

7 Rollins Court

7013 Wolftree Lane

7121 Wolftree Lane

11901 Renwood Lane

1728 Wilmart Street

11403 Rolling House Road

11310 Hounds Way

6505 Tall Tree Terrace

11215 Huntover Drive

1704 Lorre Drive

6008 Roseland Drive

6709 Arroyo Court

11125 Stephalee Lane

11417 Hounds Way

7013 Old Cabin Lane

11108 Luxmanor Road

6606 Sulky Lane

3

4

3

4

3

5

4

5

5

4

4

5

4

4

4

5

4

2/1

2/1

2/1

3

3

2/1

2/2

3/1

3

2

3/1

4/3

3

2/1

2/1

3/2

2/1

$683,000

$875,000

$845,250

$745,000

$665,000

$955,000

$755,000

$1,209,000

$1,275,000

$660,000

$1,400,000

$1,805,000

$1,195,000

$880,000

$910,000

$1,522,101

$850,000

01/07/21

01/15/21

01/15/21

01/22/21

01/22/21

01/25/21

02/15/21

02/17/21

02/25/21

03/01/21

03/10/21

03/12/21

03/26/21

03/30/21

03/31/21

04/09/21

04/09/21

Homes Sold This Year

ADDRESS BEDS BATHS PRICE DATE

6513 Tall Tree Terrace

6311 Tilden Lane

1638 Martha Terrace

11828 Dinwiddie Drive

6436 Windermere Circle

10908 Earlsgate Lane

5

5

4

4

5

4

5/1

4/1

2/1

2/1

4/2

3/1

$2,250,000

$2,395,000

$749,000

$775,000

$1,195,000

$1,310,000

12/07/20

03/11/21

03/23/21

03/26/21

04/08/21

04/13/21

Homes Currently Active
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6008 Roseland Drive

1728 Wilmart Street

6506 Tilden Lane

11215 Huntover Drive

6 Sedgwick Lane6306 Huntover Lane

6712 Arroyo Court 6307 Huntover Lane

11108 Luxmanor Road 6201 Poindexter Lane

6311 Huntover Lane

Recent Sales by Team Nurit In Your Neighborhood

Work With The #1 Team in MD/VA/DC
SOLD L AST YEAR BY TEAM NURIT

AVG DAYS ON MARKET

15
MILLION SOLD IN 2020

$250
HOMES SOLD IN 2020

530+ 

REAL ESTATE UPDATE

▶ HEY, SPORTS FANS!

DOWNLOAD THE 
BVM SPORTS APP  AND:
• ENJOY local and national sports 

content all from the palm of your hand!

• CREATE an account to keep up with 
all your favorite local and national teams.

• SHARE your favorite sports content via 
social media, text or email with just a 
few clicks.

Have everything sports right at your fingertips. 
▶ ▶ Download the BVM Sports App today! ◀ ◀

BVM Sports: One Place. All Sports. 

community. “Tilden Woods swim team was a huge part of our 
summers when the kids were young,” Gianna recalls. “Now that 
they’re older, some of the former swim team moms created an 
informal ladies happy hour club that meets once a month, and 
we each take turns hosting. Many of our neighbors walk and run 
together, do yoga and meditation, and some even do an evening 
painting club on Zoom. The beauty of our neighborhood is that 
multiple generations live here, interacting and appreciating each 
other.”

Their family motto? Be weird and laugh about it! According 
to Gianna, “We are a family who relies on laughter to survive. 
Sometimes even forgiveness starts with laughter. Laughter can heal 
many wounds, as long as it’s kind.”

The Vallefuocos want everyone to know that their community 
becomes their family! “The people with whom we spend time 
and share space are always like family,” Gianna says. “We are truly 
grateful for our neighbors. They’ve been the ones to carry our kids 
home when they fell off their bikes, or to pick up our kids from 
school when we were stuck at work or had family crises. They’ve 
scoured the neighborhoods with flashlights to find missing pets. 
They’ve brought casseroles when we’ve been sick. They’ve helped 
volunteer for our local fundraisers. Thank you, neighbors! You make 
our neighborhood neighborly.”

DO YOU KNOW A NEIGHBOR WHO HAS A STORY TO SHARE? 

Nominate them to be featured in one of our upcoming issues!

Contact Alexa Shapiro: alexashapiro@bestversionmedia.com
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6006 Executive Boulevard - Third Floor, North Bethesda, MD 20852

(240) 242-4957 • www.wholekidsacademy.com

Where children develop a life-long love of 

language, learning and living.

N
ow enrolling for  

Fall 2021! C
all to 

schedule your tour today!

For most students, March 13, 2020 marked the last day the soles 
of their shoes touched the tile-ridden school hallways. More than 
one year later, the opportunity presented itself again. After months 
of uncertainty combined and bouts of hopelessness, Montgomery 
County reestablished in person school — with slight modifications. 

On April 8, seniors and those in special populations were allowed to 
enter Walter Johnson High School after what could be considered 
a year-long social drought. But not all seniors were initially 
invited. In order to reduce the maximum population and abide by 
occupancy standards, each grade was divided into group “A” and 
group “B”, alternating weeks of attendance. Although this would 
appear divisive and therefore unfavorable, students are eager for a 
semblance of normalcy. 

“I feel good about the groups being divided because at least that 
means we get to go back in some manner,” senior Ella Gaul said. 

Another senior, Caroline Soler, 
shared a similar outlook. She 
agrees that it is logical for 
the grade to be split and is 
grateful that she has a few 
friends in her group. 

In many classes, only one to 
four students arrived the first 
couple of weeks, making for 
an imbalance between the 
two-dimensional and three-
dimensional students. With 
the lopsided ratio, many 
teachers struggled to divide 
their attention fairly. 

“I think it’s really exciting to 
see students in person so it’s 
hard not to let that pull my 

focus, because I don’t want 
to have the students at home 
feel left out. It’s definitely a 
new challenge and I assume 
I’ll get better at it with 
time, just as how teaching 
virtually was difficult as well,” 
Journalism teacher Wendy 
Borrelli said. 

After teaching in isolation for 
over a year, the temptation 
of socialization is undeniable. 
But for both students and 
teachers, communicating 
in person comes with its own 
challenges. Students are 
separated by approximately 
three feet of space, making 
it difficult to carry out the side bar conversations of the past. In 
essence, all conversations are public conversations. 

“Being required to social distance with masks obviously makes it 
difficult to have a conversation. In addition to this, being on Zoom 
at the same time as being in class can get sort of overwhelming, 
because we can hear the conversations people are having on 
Zoom at the same time we hear the conversations going on in the 
classroom.”

Teachers are socially inhibited by distance as well, but also by the 
need to monitor their computer in case a question from a virtual 
student arises. The variables that must be considered at school 
have multiplied. Teachers cannot address one audience; they must 
address two. A student may be in a breakout room online while 
they are simultaneously in a classroom of four. In the hybrid model, 
virtual and physical interactions constantly overlap. 

In the “olden days,” students simply had to accept the challenges 
that came with in person school — the only other option was to 
accept an absence. But with the existence of both online and in 
person school, there’s now an alternative option for those who 
need it. After getting a taste of the hybrid model, students can 
choose if they’d rather attend school from home.

Returning to School  
- and remaining online

This is Buttercup

By Nyomi Fox

By Michael Kelly

The auxiliary gym, no longer needed for indoor 
sports, now serves as a holding place for overflow 
students, or for those who need a place to stay dur-
ing a free period. Desks are spaced several feet 
apart to maintain social distance.

Water fountains at Walter Johnson, formerly avail-
able to alleviate dehydration, are now covered to 
prevent use. This act is simply one of the many steps 
Montgomery County is taking to slow the spread of 
the COVID-19 as they open schools for students.

This is Miss Buttercup Jones. She is our amazing 
rescue Golden. She cannot do any tricks, and 
only sits when she really feels like it, but she 
will fetch a tennis ball until your arm is so sore 
it feels like it will fall off. She loves peanut 
butter, bones, and tummy rubs. She is the 
hairiest bundle of love that there ever was!

Please share your pets with us! We would love to get 
to know your pets and feature them here, in our Pet 
Corner! Send photos and information about your furry, 
feathery, or scaly friends to North Bethesda Magazine.  
Email us at: alexashapiro@bestversionmedia.com

PET CORNER
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MEET THE WOMEN OF THE AGENCY

TEAM NURIT

Behind Team Nurit | The Agency DC is an incredible group of women representing buyers, sellers, and the finest properties in the area. They 
are part of the #1 Real Estate Team in Maryland and the DC Metro Area and are recognized for being industry leaders.

“We serve our clients with the utmost dedication, collaboration and innovation. Our clients become our family and we are with them every 
step of the way as they embark on their journey. Being a part of The Agency, means we are able to reach an unmatched following of buyers 
and brokers without sacrificing our local, hands-on approach. We work together as a family to serve our colleagues, our clients, and our 
community.”

The women of The Agency celebrate the contribution of every woman out there who has been a friend, a guide, a cheerleader, and a champion 
for the ones they love.

TEAMNURIT.COM  |  301.346.5252  |  THEAGENCYDC.COM 
6101 EXECUTIVE BOULEVARD, SUITE 230  |  NORTH BETHESDA, MD 20852
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Happy Mother’s Day From The Women of The Agency!

Nurit Coombe
Owner & Managing Partner

Shannon Homans
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Sabrie Morales
Assistant Director of Marketing

Maya Youssef
Real Estate Advisor

Jenny Atkins
Director of Operations

Brenda Trammelle
Real Estate Advisor

Josie Bulitt
Real Estate Advisor

Christine Esposito Shapiro
Director of Marketing

Julia Bernstein
Real Estate Advisor


