
 
 
 

Fire Sprinkler Mandates  
(from https://www.nahb.org/-/media/NAHB/advocacy/docs/top-

priorities/codes/fire-sprinklers/fire-sprinkler-state-adoption-2019.pdf)  

State-by-State Data 
 

Since the 2009 edition of the International Residential Code (IRC), the model code has included a requirement for all new one- and 
two-family dwellings and townhouses to include fire sprinkler systems. Since then, almost all states have removed the requirement 
from their residential building codes as they have adopted newer editions. 

ï Forty-six states have completely removed the sprinkler requirements for one- and two-family homes. 
ï In twenty of those states, local jurisdictions have the authority to adopt sprinkler requirements. 
ï Two additional states have limited the requirement based on the size or height of the home. 
ï Forty-two states have also removed the sprinkler requirement for townhouses. 
ï Four states require builders to give buyers the option of installing a fire sprinkler system (mandatory option). 
ï Only California and Maryland have left the sprinkler mandate in place. 

 
States may avoid the sprinkler mandate in one of three ways. 

ï Twenty-two states defeated the sprinkler mandate through legislation. 
ï Twenty-two states defeated the sprinkler mandate through the code adoption process. 
ï Four states have not adopted a statewide residential code. 

The maps and table on the following pages detail the status of residential fire sprinkler mandates in each state. The table includes 
hyperlinks to state building code agencies as well as relevant documents. Although care was taken to develop this document, it is 
for general reference only, and we make no claim as to the accuracy of the information as the adopted codes and laws affecting 
sprinkler mandates continue to change. 

 
 



If you have questions or comments about the information in this table, please contact Dan Buuck at 202-266-8366. 
 

Revised July 2019 

mailto:dbuuck@nahb.org
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Where Fire Sprinkler Mandates Have Been Defeated 
For One- and Two-Family Dwellings 

 
 

Fire Sprinkler Mandate 
Defeated 

Fire Sprinkler Mandate Defeated 
But Local Jurisdictions Have Authority 

to Adopt Requirements 

Partial 
Fire Sprinkler Mandate 

Approved 

 
Fire Sprinkler Mandate 

Approved 

 
 

Total: 26 Total: 20 Total: 2 Total: 2 

Alabama Alaska Massachusetts T California T 

Connecticut Arizona New York Maryland T 

Georgia 
Hawaii T 

Arkansas 
Colorado 

  

Idaho Delaware   
Indiana Florida   
Kansas Illinois   

Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Iowa 
Maine T 

  

Michigan 
Minnesota T 

Mississippi 
Montana 

  

Missouri Nebraska   
New Hampshire Nevada   

New Jersey 
North Carolina 

New Mexico 
Oklahoma T 

  

North Dakota Oregon   

Ohio 
Pennsylvania T 

Tennessee 
Texas 

  

Rhode Island Washington   
South Carolina Wyoming   
South Dakota    

Utah    

Vermont    

Virginia    

West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

 
T Townhouses required to be sprinklered 
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How Fire Sprinkler Mandates Have Been Defeated 
 

 
Fire Sprinkler Mandate Defeated 

Through Legislation 

 
Fire Sprinkler Mandate Defeated 
Through Code Adoption Process 

 
No Statewide Code Adoption 

And No Legislation 

 
Fire Sprinkler Mandate 

Approved 

 
 

Total: 23 Total: 21 Total: 4 Total: 2 

Alabama Arkansas Colorado California 
Alaska Connecticut Delaware Maryland 

Arizona Indiana Illinois  
Florida Kentucky Wyoming  
Georgia Maine   
Hawaii Massachusetts   

Idaho Michigan   

Iowa Minnesota   

Kansas Montana   
Louisiana New Jersey   

Mississippi New York   
Missouri North Carolina   

Nebraska Ohio   

Nevada Oklahoma   

New Hampshire Oregon   
New Mexico Rhode Island   
North Dakota South Carolina   
Pennsylvania Utah   

South Dakota Vermont   

Tennessee Virginia   

Texas Washington   
West Virginia    

Wisconsin     
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 * Local jurisdictions have 
authority to require fire 
sprinklers. 

   * Relevant 
sections are 
highlighted. 

 

 
 

Alabama 

 
 

No 

 
 

L 

 

2015 IRC 
Effective 10/26/2015 

 
Energy and 
Residential Codes 
Board 

 
Amendments 

Legislation 

Act 2010-185 prohibits state or local 
entities from adopting ordinances, 
policies, or codes that would require 
the installation of sprinkler systems 
in one- or two-family dwellings. 

 

Alaska 

 

No - Local 

 

L 

 
No Statewide 

Adoption 

 

Dept. of Public Safety 

 

Legislation 

Municipalities may not mandate fire 
sprinklers unless they go through a 
special process which includes at 
least three public hearings. 

 
Arizona 

 
No - Local 

 
L No Statewide 

Adoption 

  
Legislation Municipalities may still require 

townhouses to be sprinklered. 

 

Arkansas 

 

No - Local 

 

A 

 
2012 IRC 
Effective 1/1/2014 

 

Fire Marshal 

 
Adopted Code 

(Chapter 3) 

The 2012 IRC was amended to 
remove the sprinkler requirement 
for townhouses and one- and two- 
family dwellings. 

 
California 

 
Yes 

 
2015 IRC 
Effective 1/1/2017 

Building Standards 
Commission 

Adopted Code 
(Chapter 3) 

Residential sprinklers have been 
required in CA codes since the 2010 
edition was adopted. 

 
Colorado 

 
No - Local 

 
No Statewide 

Adoption 
Office of the State 
Architect 

Denver 
Amendments 

Denver removed the sprinkler 
requirement when it adopted the 
2015 IRC. 

 
Connecticut 

 
No 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 10/1/2018 
Office of the State 
Building Inspector 

 
Amendments 

 

http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
http://adeca.alabama.gov/Divisions/energy/energycodes/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zEhpF2m6JZHRMvz4YFriSLOuSYFRza3d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TyYmiu_vEp8LGgbi9lpFsp7PIQLil-an/view?usp=sharing
http://www.dps.state.ak.us/Fire/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TGyltzEHEveTziNeEYOS3vjcJCJbmI38
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13k4oB799EPfFAKyAuddSt1GInuEFoHsm/view?usp=sharing
http://asp.arkansas.gov/divisions/regulatory-services/fire-marshal
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/689/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/689/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/chapter/content/2412/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/chapter/content/2412/
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/osa/bldgcodes
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/osa/bldgcodes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dtlaxkdYLDR0IOqxh8MwGiIpH2fPj4u4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dtlaxkdYLDR0IOqxh8MwGiIpH2fPj4u4/view?usp=sharing
https://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector
https://portal.ct.gov/DAS/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector/Office-of-State-Building-Inspector
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K6C_hFwcb24W03n43iGzzk3vBExk2jIS/view?usp=sharing
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 
 
 

Delaware 

 
 
 

No - Local 

  
 

No Statewide 
Adoption 

 
 
 

State Fire Marshal 

 
 

Mandatory 
Option 

Legislation 

Builders of new, one- and two- 
family homes are required by 
legislation to give buyers a cost 
estimate for installing fire sprinklers 
and information from the State Fire 
Marshal's Office about sprinkler 
benefits (mandatory option). 

District of 
Columbia 

 
Yes 

 
2012 IRC 
Effective 3/28/2014 

Dept. of Consumer 
and Regulatory 
Affairs 

 
Adopted Code 

 

 
 

Florida 

 
 

No - Local 

 
 

A 

 
 

2015 IRC 
Effective 12/31/2017 

 
 

Building Commission 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

 
 

Section R313 on automatic fire 
sprinkler systems has been deleted. 

 
Georgia 

 
No 

 
L 2012 IRC 

Effective 1/1/2014 
Dept. of Community 
Affairs 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 

 

 
 
 

Hawaii 

 
 
 

No 

 
 
 

L 

 
 

2012 IBC 
Effective 11/13/2018 

 
 

Building Code 
Council 

 
Amendments 

Legislation 

Extension 

Townhomes are required to be 
sprinklered. 

 
Legislation was passed in 2017 to 
prohibit counties from requiring 
automatic fire sprinklers. It has a 
sunset date of June 30, 2027. 

 
 

Idaho 

 
 

No 

 
 

L 

 
 

2012 IRC 
Effective 1/1/2015 

 
 

Division of Building 
Safety 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

Legislation exempts one- and two- 
family dwellings from the provisions 
requiring automatic fire sprinklers. 
The IRC is amended to exempt 
townhouses with code-compliant 
fire separations. 

http://statefiremarshal.delaware.gov/
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/7E1CB78517134BF3802A8E8822856002.ashx
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/7E1CB78517134BF3802A8E8822856002.ashx
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/7E1CB78517134BF3802A8E8822856002.ashx
http://dcra.dc.gov/page/construction-codes-laws-and-regulations-0
http://dcra.dc.gov/page/construction-codes-laws-and-regulations-0
http://dcra.dc.gov/page/construction-codes-laws-and-regulations-0
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/9180/
https://www.floridabuilding.org/c/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-BHKu6gXfElRKSFP6AvcQup5RKl5SYC4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GLHJcPa2BWKSpMg434PNTc-3uhoZ9UW0/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FRC2017/chapter-3-building-planning
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FRC2017/chapter-3-building-planning
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://www.dca.ga.gov/local-government-assistance/construction-codes-industrialized-buildings/construction-codes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h9sJSYAKQ4gDnq3ePLVQWZ9i56sGxppc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/73B8295A11874484BD459816524AE63E.ashx
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
http://ags.hawaii.gov/bcc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LS4SKI6YeSCGxU4MFiUnd2y43UkQ7hZv/view?usp=sharing
https://sammade.github.io/aloha-io/title-6/chapter-46/section-46-19_8/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LtaisQAfQJVT6Jr-Ktla9SvoZMX00Lfk/view?usp=sharing
http://dbs.idaho.gov/
http://dbs.idaho.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1099CdXMlR_2Q-JO-6xqRXa494wzih5rR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E4F5C2gJ76-E16a-QjrJ0Rd6YKRF0CQr/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/10213/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/10213/
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 

Illinois 

 

No - Local 

  
No Statewide 

Adoption 

 
Capital Development 
Board 

 State building codes only apply to 
commercial buildings in areas of the 
state where codes have not 
adopted. 

 
Indiana 

 
No 

 
A 2003 IRC 

Effective 9/11/2005 

Fire Prevention & 
Building Safety 
Commission 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 

The adopted model code edition 
(2003 IRC) does not include 
residential sprinklers. 

 
 
 
 

Iowa 

 
 
 
 

No - Local 

 
 
 
 

L 

 
 
 
 

2015 IRC 
Effective 5/18/2016 

 
 
 
 

Building Code Bureau 

 
 
 

Amendments 

Legislation 

The state building code applies to 
State Owned Buildings; State Fi- 
nanced Buildings in jurisdictions 
without an adopted and enforced 
building code; Board of Regents fa- 
cilities; Modular and Manufactured 
homes and commercial buildings; 
School owned structures in jurisdic- 
tions without an adopted and en- 
forced building code. 

 
Kansas 

 
No 

 
L No Statewide 

Adoption 
Office of the State 
Fire Marshal 

 
Legislation 

 

 
Kentucky 

 
No 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 1/1/2019 

Dept. of Housing, 
Buildings and 
Construction 

 
Amendments 

 

 
Louisiana 

 
No 

 
L 2015 IRC 

Effective 2/1/2018 

State Uniform 
Construction Code 
Council 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 

 

 
Maine 

 
No - Local 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 1/23/2018 
Bureau of Building 
Codes & Standards 

 
Amendments Townhomes are required to be 

sprinklered. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/business/codes/Pages/BuildingCodesRegulations.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/business/codes/Pages/BuildingCodesRegulations.aspx
http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm
http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm
http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P4SGWWyQ7DVLmKPdQIWZHtvAHJeRo0s1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F0Y03YIjo32rw0gdZRijDe-CF2nYKqiE/view?usp=sharing
http://www.dps.state.ia.us/fm/building/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/112JTKf0_DZmGMqF3gjBQd7i8NSl-qnmD/view?usp=sharing
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/53C9D7A95EC9435F9D4F57760B9E5D83.ashx
https://firemarshal.ks.gov/
https://firemarshal.ks.gov/
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/2387EF2CAD3F4C4C8441346DE2F4BA2F.ashx
http://dhbc.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://dhbc.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://dhbc.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19IlYRDeNrIBvPDq44eQ1BsjMRA8m9wCl/view?usp=sharing
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
http://lsuccc.dps.louisiana.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jLfREnc19mov-kV27twAk8CIOb-38-Eo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DMMxHjVGck63atk0nZDlXlc8WEWapCad/view?usp=sharing
http://www.maine.gov/dps/bbcs/
http://www.maine.gov/dps/bbcs/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RvXJQpkwWaAN6xVXgIhwLP8PWaVAWy-W/view?usp=sharing
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 

Maryland 

 

Yes 

  
2015 IRC 
Effective 1/1/2016 

 

Codes Administration 

Amendments 
 

Local 
Adoption 

Local amendments may not weaken 
the automatic fire sprinkler systems 
provisions for townhouses and one- 
and two-family dwellings. 

 
 
 

Massachusetts 

 
 
 

No 

 
 
 

A 

 
 
 

2015 IRC 
Effective 10/20/2017 

 
 

Office of Public 
Safety and 
Inspections 

 
 
 

Amendments 

Townhomes are required to be 
sprinklered. 

 
Sprinkler systems are required in 
one- and two-family dwellings with 
an area larger than 14,400 square 
feet. The area calculation includes 
basements, but not garages. 

 
Michigan 

 
No 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 2/8/2016 
LARA Building 
Division 

 
Amendments 

The sections on fire sprinkler 
systems were not adopted as part of 
the IRC. 

 
 
 

Minnesota 

 
 
 

No 

 
 
 

A/ 
Legal Action 

 
 
 

2015 IRC 
Effective 1/24/2015 

 
 

Construction Codes 
and Licensing 
Division 

 
 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 
(Chapter 3) 

Townhomes are required to be 
sprinklered. 

 
One- and two-family dwellings and 
townhouse buildings containing 
facilities required to be licensed or 
registered by the state shall be 
provided with a fire sprinkler system 

 
 

Mississippi 

 
 

No - Local 

 
 

L 

 

No Statewide 
Adoption 

 
 

State Fire Marshal 

 
 

Legislation 

The Building Codes Council is 
prohibited from requiring fire 
sprinklers in one- and two-family 
dwellings, but local jurisdictions can 
require them. 

http://www.dllr.maryland.gov/labor/build/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nxDbIR1i3HrSqnWB4vfOYm_ZE2czZtTj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1--ZQkRejH3-Il04iFLGOGnW_7a3MLjF1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1--ZQkRejH3-Il04iFLGOGnW_7a3MLjF1/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-public-safety-and-inspections
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-public-safety-and-inspections
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/office-of-public-safety-and-inspections
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nb62w4srHdXLavcNvKiOWdkHNP_rPRZ-/view?usp=sharing
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0%2C4601%2C7-154-10575_17394_17412---%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0%2C4601%2C7-154-10575_17394_17412---%2C00.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d1TTodsE1MHzdr4XcYo4ybjwMtwJdfcY/view?usp=sharing
http://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/our-areas-service/construction-codes-and-licensing
http://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/our-areas-service/construction-codes-and-licensing
http://www.dli.mn.gov/about-department/our-areas-service/construction-codes-and-licensing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Imnj2zebDpmCZk6A1tdX8C53-UArjDO/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/document/935/10909402
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/document/935/10909402
http://www.mid.ms.gov/sfm/state-fire-marshal.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19x78lVvkwDMtJS6-bLTJJukP4pTC1bWw/view?usp=sharing
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 
 

Missouri 

 
 

No 

 
 

L 

 

No Statewide 
Adoption 

  
Mandatory 

Option 
Legislation 

Builders of new, one- and two- 
family homes are required by 
legislation to give buyers the option 
of installing a fire sprinkler system. 
(Mandatory option) 

 
Montana 

 
No - Local 

 
A 2012 IRC 

Effective 11/6/2014 
Building Codes 
Bureau 

 
Amendments Fire sprinkler systems are deleted in 

their entirety from the IRC. 

 
Nebraska 

 
No - Local 

 
L 2012 IRC 

Effective: 8/30/2015 
Administrative 
Services 

 
Legislation 

 

 
 
 

Nevada 

 
 
 

No - Local 

 
 
 

L 

 
 

No Statewide 
Adoption 

 
 
 

State Fire Marshal 

 
 
 

Legislation 

Local jurisdictions may require 
sprinkler systems in dwelling units 
with an area of livable space larger 
than 5,000 square feet. They also 
may require sprinklers in smaller 
dwelling units under certain 
circumstances. 

 
 

New 
Hampshire 

 
 

No 

 
 

L 

 
 

2009 IRC 
Effective: 4/1/2010 

 
 

State Building Code 
Review Board 

 

Amendments 

Legislation 

The residential code was adopted 
with the fire sprinkler requirement 
in place, but legislation prohibits 
local planning boards from requiring 
sprinklers in one- and two-family 
dwellings. 

 

New Jersey 

 

No 

 

A 

 
2015 IRC 
Effective: 9/21/2015 

 
Dept. of Community 
Affairs 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

 

 
New Mexico 

 
No - Local 

 
L 2015 IRC 

Effective: 11/15/2016 
Construction 
Industries Division 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 

 

http://www.nahb.org/~/media/5D52FD5196D942B9B466CFBFA9F7ED77.ashx
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/5D52FD5196D942B9B466CFBFA9F7ED77.ashx
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/5D52FD5196D942B9B466CFBFA9F7ED77.ashx
http://bsd.dli.mt.gov/building-codes-permits
http://bsd.dli.mt.gov/building-codes-permits
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wu6LYRB8389q7oQcpT7lMiJguw187-OH/view?usp=sharing
http://das.nebraska.gov/
http://das.nebraska.gov/
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/BB73DC4AB85A4AED8771165E048A539C.ashx
http://fire.nv.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rkQNmkoUZBIB4NEvv-gIWQ2AO14m4J76/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/
https://www.nh.gov/safety/boardsandcommissions/bldgcode/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JYhRQETdzvJS2OGLgQ06RCjFbVXo8ECc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18O8I7diWQwI6Nths7qjgNZHtNeVQmlal/view?usp=sharing
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/divisions/codes/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BxnIxmEweD2sA8GEMSzO2SnnrXOaQihl/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/5192/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/5192/
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/construction/Rules_and_Laws.aspx
http://www.rld.state.nm.us/construction/Rules_and_Laws.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1woaUHCi4Uxo1P3gxuD14SA-bWxRd-7Yc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LAR76-qjsQQyc4lg-wothaqe5c9viNqa/view?usp=sharing
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 
 
 

New York 

 
 
 

No - Local 

 
 
 

L 

 
 

2015 IRC 
Effective: 5/6/2016 

 
 

Code Enforcement & 
Administration 

 
Amendments 

 
Mandatory 

Option 
Legislation 

Sprinkler systems are required in 
dwellings that are three stories high. 
Builders of new, one- and two- 
family homes are required by 
legislation to give buyers the option 
of installing a fire sprinkler system 
(mandatory option). 

 
North Carolina 

 
No 

 
A 2018 IRC 

Effective: 1/1/2019 
Office of State Fire 
Marshal 

Adopted Code 
(Chapter 3) 

 

 
North Dakota 

 
No 

 
L 2015 IRC 

Effective: 1/1/2017 
Div. of Community 
Services 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 

 

 

Ohio 

 

No 

 

A 

 
2018 IRC 
Effective 7/1/2019 

 
Board of Building 
Standards 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

 

 
Oklahoma 

 
No - Local 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 11/1/2016 
Uniform Building 
Code Commission 

 
Amendments Townhomes are required to be 

sprinklered. 

 

Oregon 

 

No - Local 

 

A 

 
2015 IRC 
Effective: 10/1/2017 

 
Building Codes 
Division 

 
Adopted Code 

[Chapter 3] 

Local jurisdictions have very limited 
ability to amend the code. Approval 
through the Building Codes Division 
is required. 

 
 
 

Pennsylvania 

 
 
 

No 

 
 
 

L 

 
 
 

2015 IRC 
Effective 10/1/2018 

 
 
 

UCC Review and 
Advisory Council 

 
 
 

Legislation 

Townhomes are required to be 
sprinklered. 

 
Builders of new, one- and two- 
family homes are required by 
legislation to give buyers the option 
of installing a fire sprinkler system 
(mandatory option). 

http://www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/
http://www.dos.ny.gov/dcea/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q9Ju9506ZqiYUaK8oKMRMgoHAMW4W6iB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TTCH-2c5AC6rXFtxD_EtobQPBGmWv1PM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TTCH-2c5AC6rXFtxD_EtobQPBGmWv1PM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TTCH-2c5AC6rXFtxD_EtobQPBGmWv1PM/view?usp=sharing
http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes/Default.aspx?field1=Contacts&field2=Code_Book_Sales&user=State_Building_Codes
http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes/Default.aspx?field1=Contacts&field2=Code_Book_Sales&user=State_Building_Codes
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/NCRC2018/chapter-3-building-planning
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/NCRC2018/chapter-3-building-planning
http://www.communityservices.nd.gov/buildingcode/
http://www.communityservices.nd.gov/buildingcode/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X9mJaCiOcuTY2Z7UwcvtdcOdSXtYFLZC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_2Yqz6XB2nvevzkO1JbkTS7oovT6mRNK/view?usp=sharing
http://com.ohio.gov/dico/bbs/
http://com.ohio.gov/dico/bbs/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vC_2_knxxCm2iaOfxvcBjWLED135AD55/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/15315/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/15315/
http://www.ok.gov/oubcc/
http://www.ok.gov/oubcc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gebcxeVx0olwypG9gqueYQcWgF9btP9D/view?usp=sharing
http://www.cbs.state.or.us/external/bcd/
http://www.cbs.state.or.us/external/bcd/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/10133/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/10133/
http://www.dli.pa.gov/ucc/Pages/UCC-Review-and-Advisory-Council.aspx
http://www.dli.pa.gov/ucc/Pages/UCC-Review-and-Advisory-Council.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1flVwjbJM6hrSQ3QY_E2Y9lI9ILmHmvVg/view?usp=sharing
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 

Rhode Island 

 

No 

 

A 

 
2015 IRC 
Effective 8/1/2019 

 
Building Code 
Commission 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

 

 

South Carolina 

 

No 

 

A 

 
2015 IRC 
Effective 7/1/2016 

 
Building Code 
Council 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

 

 
South Dakota 

 
No 

 
L No Statewide 

Adoption 

 
State Fire Marshal 

 
Legislation 

 

 
Tennessee 

 
No - Local 

 
A 2009 IRC 

Effective 6/27/2010 

 
State Fire Marshal 

Amendments 
 

Legislation 

 

 
 

Texas 

 
 

No - Local 

 
 

L 

 

2000 IRC 
Effective 1/1/2002 

 

State Fire Marshal’s 
Office 

 
 

Legislation 

Later editions of the code are 
required to be enforced in 
unincorporated areas and areas 
specified by the Commissioner of 
Insurance. 

 
Utah 

 
No 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 5/8/2018 
Uniform Building 
Code Commission 

 
Amendments 

 

 

Vermont 

 

No 

 

A 

 
2015 NFPA 101 
Effective 10/10/2016 

 
Building Code and 
Safety Services 

 

Amendments 

Section 24.3.5.1 Fire Sprinkler 
Protection for One- and Two-Family 
Dwellings of NFPA 101 was deleted. 
(See p. 10 of Amendments pdf.) 

 

Virginia 

 

No 

 

A 

 
2018 IRC 
Effective 9/4/2018 

Dept. of Housing and 
Community 
Development 

Amendments 
 

Adopted Code 
[Chapter 3] 

 

http://www.ribcc.ri.gov/
http://www.ribcc.ri.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d_h6N7LOvXQMEJWbYjJVGpCANLMynDsa/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/14127/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/14127/
http://www.llr.sc.gov/POL/BCC/
http://www.llr.sc.gov/POL/BCC/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PfSv9XhGgTK2AsSajVilRpx7CtTjj_-n/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/7087/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/chapter/7087/
https://dps.sd.gov/emergency_services/state_fire_marshal/fire_laws.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J6YxDtx5Dyumz2BhdEHvyvDv6_8vEg4M/view?usp=sharing
http://www.tn.gov/commerce/section/fire-prevention
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19_ySj8IU2-dFhtqE4JaLXLTN-J6TU7-A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lt3jZ8modh4Kkl3rTpBhzVHffCDHj9QC/view?usp=sharing
http://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/index.html
http://www.tdi.texas.gov/fire/index.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EGM4sNlJSrlRITW7fRWtX_m8C6EtOVMz/view?usp=sharing
http://www.dopl.utah.gov/programs/ubc/
http://www.dopl.utah.gov/programs/ubc/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IVQ9zOUKJRAAVdAvozZCd3wSugJ9EtxM/view?usp=sharing
http://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode
http://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_VJiAOZwahaAuwY9RBSG4S5GYANx7JkM/view?usp=sharing
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/
http://www.dhcd.virginia.gov/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1slzINhgXR3kUeA_Do-ZflhDPZQ9K9S2M/view?usp=sharing
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/document/1348/14223698
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/document/1348/14223698
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State 
Sprinkler Mandate 

(Yes/No/ 
No - Local*) 

Defeated by 
Adoption or 
Legislation 

 
Code Adopted and 

Effective Date 

 
State Building Code 

Agency 

 

Documents* 

 

Notes 

 
Washington 

 
No - Local 

 
A 2015 IRC 

Effective 7/1/2016 
State Building Code 
Council 

 
Amendments 

 

 

West Virginia 

 

No 

 

L 

 
2015 IRC 
Effective 4/30/2019 

 
Office of the State 
Fire Marshal 

 

Legislation 

The State Fire Commission approved 
IRC without amending the sprinkler 
section, but legislation removed 
sprinkler requirements. 

 
Wisconsin 

 
No 

 
L 

Uniform Dwelling 
Code 
Effective 4/1/2009 

Dept. of Safety and 
Professional Services 

Adopted Code 
 

Legislation 

 

 
Wyoming 

 
No - Local 

 
No Statewide 

Adoption 

Dept. of Fire 
Prevention and 
Electrical Safety 

  

 * Local jurisdictions have 
authority to require fire 
sprinklers. 

   * Relevant 
sections are 
highlighted. 

 

 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ga/apps/SBCC/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ga/apps/SBCC/
http://www.nahb.org/~/media/94B033FC83F345CA8C98BB948A06504D.ashx
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Divisions/Fire_Inspections/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.firemarshal.wv.gov/Divisions/Fire_Inspections/Pages/default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DLKdX9cub6WaJqZ3NvMpMvfbdoTOTXXJ/view?usp=sharing
http://dsps.wi.gov/Programs/Industry-Services/Industry-Services-Programs/One-and-Two-Family-UDC
http://dsps.wi.gov/Programs/Industry-Services/Industry-Services-Programs/One-and-Two-Family-UDC
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15PJMmLBfee0KKLnMWC2ZQEgL5H2ehCWO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Iy7tEqg6z-fodExLC1jxsNRHMpGP56Oh/view?usp=sharing
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/
http://wsfm.wyo.gov/

