
Candle the eggs to ensure the air cell at the big end of the egg in each is 
stable, and not “saddle bagged” or completely detached and rolling. Mark 
any eggs with pencil in which the air sac is “iffy”.  

(If any air cells look to be shaky, I highly recommend setting the eggs 

in your incubator vertically (big end up) and leave to incubate with-out 
the turner running for 2-3 days. As the germ develops the veining will 
help to stabilize the air cell at the top of the egg. 

Place the eggs pointy end down into an egg carton or egg-hatching tray at 
room temperature for 24 hours prior to placing them in your preheated 
incubator. This “resting” period can greatly increase your chances of a 
successful hatch by allowing the air cell within the egg to settle back into 
proper position.   

While your eggs are resting from their journey, go ahead an get your 

incubator fired up. This gives you 24 hours to assess that the 
temperature and humidity is right where you want it to be!

HAPPY HATCHING! 

TIPS FOR INCUBATING SHIPPED HATCHING EGGS 

The eggs you receive in the mail may have traveled a great distance and 

experienced excessive variations in climate, including temperature, hu-

midity and pressure changes that may have occurred with fluctuations in 

altitude. These conditions, coupled with the possibility of simple human 

carelessness when handling the package, can sometimes make for a long 

and tiresome journey for the eggs to travel. 

Here are a few tasks I never forget to make the incubation of these pre-

cious eggs a success: Carefully unwrap each egg and inspect for cracks 

or damage. Place aside any damaged eggs and notify seller. Do not 
incubate these eggs. When an egg is cracked, even if it does not 

penetrate through the membrane, it becomes susceptible to bacteria. 
These eggs can ruin your entire hatch, don’t risk it! 
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