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What is a Church? 
“Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and 

Nymphas, and the church which is in his house.” 

(Colossians 4:15) 

Some people may think that a church is the building 

which holds all its occupants. However, this is not true. 

For a true church is an assembly of people who are 

gathered together in one place or another. This would 

include a beautiful cathedral, someone’s house, a barn, 

a rented building, or even out in an open field. For the 

word church in the Greek means a “gathering” or an “assembly” of people. For we read in the book of 

Acts: “And Barnabas went forth to Tarsus, to seek for Saul, and having found him, he brought him to 

Antioch, and it came to pass that they a whole year did assemble together in the assembly, and taught a 

great multitude, the disciples also were divinely called first in Antioch Christians.” (Acts 11:25-26) So that 

word “assembly” in the Young’s Literal Translation is the same Greek word translate as church in the 

King James translation. So again, whether it’s translated as a “church,” or the more understandable 

word “assembly,” we see that it’s not a building but a gathered of God’s people. 

What does a Church Look Like? 
So, as mentioned above, anywhere we Christians are gathered for worship, there you would have a 

church. And within these gatherings we should be setting our hearts on God the Father and our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Also, our time together should be all about prayer, worship and some words of 

encouragement. This can easily take place in someone’s home or even in a small rented building. I say 

this because in these smaller groups you would have more interaction by asking questions as we read 

and study the Bible together. Also, personnel prayer needs can be easier met as well. Not to mention 

that a small rented building has a cheaper overhead with less staff and not some big mortgage to be 

meet. This is even more true when you’re meeting in someone’s home. Therefore, a church shouldn’t 

look like some social club with its live band and key motivational speaker that takes your money, talks 

for an hour and out you go. 

Now, please don’t get me wrong. I’m not encouraging anyone to abandon their traditional church. For 

this could be difficult, especially if you have already established some relationships with fellow 

members. Also, there may be those traditional assemblies that gather during the week in separate 

groups or in people’s homes as well. These same groups can focus on prayer and group interactions as 

well. However, because of mortgages and a large staff relying on money, I do believe a church that 
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gathers in a smaller rented building or in members’ homes is an ideal church to be in. I say this because I 

do find that some larger organized church’s water down the truth in order not to offend their attendees. 

And of course, if attendees leave, then their money goes with them. This is not what an organized 

church wants. 

Let’s remember that our forerunner, Jesus Christ didn’t pull any punches when it came down to 

speaking the truth. For at one point his preaching drove almost all his disciples away. For he said: “He 

that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.” (John 6:56) This of course 

offended many for we also read: “When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This is a hard saying; 

who can listen to it?’” (John 6:60) And what was the outcome? “After this many of his disciples turned 

back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Do you want to go away as well?’ 

Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have 

believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.’” (John 6:66-69) Therefore, let’s 

make sure we’re not in a church that’s more concerned about the quantity of its attendees than the 

quality of the message that must be preached. For our message shouldn’t be watered down to appeal to 

the masses, but one that will prick the hearts of many as we can see below. 

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom ye crucified. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 

and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? And Peter [said] unto them, Repent ye, and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:36-38) 

Below are some scriptures concerning Christian assembling in people’s homes: 

• And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and 

James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son 

of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with one 

accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 

brethren. (Acts 1:13-14) 

• And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 

house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favor 

with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. (Acts 2:46-

47) 

• As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and 

women committed them to prison. (Acts 8:3) 

• Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: Who have for my life laid down their own 

necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet 

the church that is in their house. Salute my well beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of 

Achaia unto Christ. (Romans 16:3-5) 

• Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and the church which is in his house. 

(Colossians 4:15) 

• Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ, and Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and 

fellow laborer, And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church 

in thy house: Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philemon 

1:1-3) 
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• Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto 

God for him. And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping 

between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. 

And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he 

smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from 

his hands. ... And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother 

of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying. (Acts 12:5-7, 

12) 

An Active Church 
Now, a church should be an active group of people who are practicing their gifts of the Spirit. Therefore, 

our coming together is not for a live band entertainment, but for the building up of each other’s faith. 

Paul the apostle said: “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 

body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 

the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God and the Father by him.” (Colossians 3:15-17) 

So then, the church exists to equip one another with the tools and strength needed to spread the gospel 

to the world. This would be true even in the face of persecution and possibly even for some, death. 

Because if we’re not being persecuted in one form or another, then are we really living our life according 

to the bible (yes, I’m preaching also to myself as well)? Paul said to Timothy: “But you have carefully 

followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, 

afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra - what persecutions I endured. And 

out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. (2 Timothy 3:10-12) 

Therefore, let’s make sure that we as a church are not watering down the gospel to make it more 

appealing, comfortable and safe. Therefore, I encourage you to read through the New Testament, 

especially in the book of Act. There you will find an active church who was preaching the grace of God, 

even when faced with persecution. Yes, even our forerunner Jesus Christ suffered persecution and even 

died for our salvation. For: “We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters 

into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having 

become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.” (Hebrews 6:19-20) Amen.    

Below are a few scriptures of an active church: 

• Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is 

unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 

shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 

untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 

there were added unto them about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:38-41) 

• As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and 

women committed them to prison. Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere 

preaching the word. (Acts 8:3-4) 
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• And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, 

and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. But the 

unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the 

brethren. Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony 

unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. (Acts 

14:1-3) 

• And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them 

out of the scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 

again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. And some of them 

believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of 

the chief women not a few. (Acts 17:2-4) 

A Church that Prays 
So, if you’re in a church where you can get easily lost in the crowd; where you sing a few songs, hear an 

hour-long sermon and out the door you go. Then I would encourage you to consider finding a new 

Church. For how many churches have you been to that actually practices what Paul the apostle 

commanded. For he said: “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a 

quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 

our Savior; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is 

one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom for 

all, to be testified in due time. (1 Timothy 2:1-6) 

Therefore, focusing on God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ should be the main event in every 

church gathering. This then should be followed by prayer, worship and a message of exhortation. Now 

something to consider: Imagine if an unbeliever stepped into your church and found you praising God 

along with weeping and pleading for your families, congregation, community, governing leaders, our 

nation and for all those that are lost in this world. Then you encourage one another to go out and share 

the love of Christ with the community around you. Wouldn’t this unbeliever realize that God is alive in 

you and in this place?   

Some basics that we should expect from an assembly of the Saints: 

• To focus mainly on prayer with some worship and reading of God’s word. 

• The leaders (which should be only men) are to make sure things stay decent and in order. 

• Avoid all gossip and anything that may cause discord among fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 

• Never let food be the main focus or reason for the gathering. 

• Avoid naming your assembly which is an error of organized churches of today. If any distinction 

between groups is necessary to aid in location, then ether use the current address as reference 

or the names of the main occupants of the house. 

• Allow children to be part of the reading of scriptures as well as getting involved in prayer and 

worship. 

• Avoid talking about the things of this world such as sports or other empty pursuits of this life. 

For we should be encouraging each other with words that builds up our faith in God instead of 

this world. 



5 
 

A True Church Penned by Preacher Frank Revision Date: 080822 

What we should expect from one another: 

• And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely 

this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than 

these. (Mark 12:30-31) 

• To believe that there should be unity among all true believers, here and around the world, and 

that without walls of division. (John 17:21) 

• Pray for one another to be bold in the faith in order to spread God’s word around, even in the 

face of persecution and death. 

• Pray for needs such as sicknesses for ourselves and for family and friends. Please, avoiding being 

burden with worldly requests such as what car or house to buy. For let’s remember that there 

are brothers and sisters in the world (and maybe in your own group) that don’t have neither 

house or car. 

• To lay hands on those who are sick, anointing them with oil as the scripture says for us to do. 

• To stand on God's Word and believe that he speaks to this generation just as it did to those in 

the past. (James 1:22) 

• To never lean on our own understanding of things or get caught up in our own theology. But 

stand on God’s word and be led by his Spirit. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

• To believe that all the gifts of the Spirit are available for us today (1 Corinthians 12:7-11) 

• To encourage each other to endure persecution and suffering. (2 Timothy 3:10-12) 

• To remove anyone in the assembly who have been warned and yet are still living in sin. (1 

Corinthians 5:9-11)  

Leaders in the Church? 
The bible is clear that women cannot be Leaders (Elders) in the assembly of the saints. For we first read: 

“Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are 

commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask 

their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. (1 Corinthians 14:34-35) 

Next, we read: “Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor 

to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam 

was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. (1 Timothy 2:11-14) 

The bible is also clear on what should be the standard for these leaders in the Church. For we read: “An 

overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, 

hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love 

of money. He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with 

all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the 

church of God?), and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the 

condemnation incurred by the devil. And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, 

so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.” (1 Timothy 3:2-7, Titus 1:5-9) 



6 
 

A True Church Penned by Preacher Frank Revision Date: 080822 

Organized and Focused 
Now, those who are leaders should keep the gatherings organized and focused on Christ. For when 

Christ ascended on high: “he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 

some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 

of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13). Also, 

leaders are to remove anyone within the assembly that refuses to put away their sin after being warned. 

(1 Corinthians 5:9-13). This is because: “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” (Galatians 5:9) 

And yes, leaders should also bring us words of exhortation and encouragement from God’s word as well. 

However, it’s the Holy Spirit (not the church leaders) who teaches us all things. For Jesus himself said: 

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and 

bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” (John 14:26) As well as: “It is written in the 

prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the 

Father comes to Me.” (John 6:45) Also, John the apostle said: “But the anointing that you received from 

him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you 

about everything, and is true, and is no lie - just as it has taught you, abide in him.” (1 John 2:27)  

Therefore, we are to test everything, even what our church leaders say to us. This is what those of Berea 

did, for we read: “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with 

all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” (Acts 17:11) Pray 

to God that we all be as noble as they. 

Deacons in the Church 
Many of the requirements of the Elders are to be the standard for the Deacons. However, there is one 

exception. For we do read that a woman can be Deacons in the church as well. First, we read: “In the 

same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing 

dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. They must 

first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. (1 Timothy 3:8-10 

NIV) Next, we read concerning women deacons *(see note below). “The women likewise must be 

serious, no slanderers, but temperate, faithful in all things. (1 Timothy 3:11) As well as: “Let the deacons 

be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.” (1 Timothy 3:12) And last 

of all we read: “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deaconess of the church at Cen'chre-ae, that you 

may receive her in the Lord as befits the saints, and help her in whatever she may require from you, for 

she has been a helper of many and of myself as well.” (Romans 16:1-2) 

*Please note: many translations read “wives” instead of women. This is because there is no specific 

word for wives in the Greek. Thus, this word can mean any women in general. However, because this 

requirement of an obedient wife is not placed upon the Elders (which you would think should be more 

so), I believe it’s not talking about Deacon’s “wives,” but women Deacons in the church. But that all 

being said, a man and his wife could serve together in the church and be both referred to as deacons. 

Which one may argue is why they claim it means “their wives” as well. 
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In Closing 
So, if you haven’t already, I hope and pray that you would find a church that would bless you. And if 

you’re already part of a church, I hope you’re in one that reflects the ones laid out for us in God’s word. 

Therefore, let’s obey the words of Jesus who told us to: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 

to every creature.” (Mark 16:15) 

God bless you as you seek to do his will. Amen. 


