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Faith & Prayer go Hand in Hand 
“With every prayer and request, pray at all times in the 

Spirit, and with this in view, be alert with all 

perseverance and every request for all the saints, and 

pray in my behalf, that speech may be given to me in the 

opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the 

mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 

chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I 

ought to speak. (Ephesians 6:18-20) 

God’s word clearly shows that faith and prayer are essential for us Christians. First, Paul the apostle said: 

“For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” 

(Romans 4:3) Also, James said: “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But he must ask in faith without any 

doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind. For that man 

ought not to expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, (James 1:5-7) 

And most importantly, let’s remember what our Lord Jesus Christ said: “If ye had faith as a grain of 

mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted 

in the sea; and it should obey you.” (Luke 17:6) Then Jesus later adds: “Nevertheless when the Son of 

man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8) Well, let’s hope and pray that he does 

brothers and sisters in Christ, for without faith we can’t please God. 

Faith-filled Prayer 
“Now he was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart" 

(Luke 18:1) 

According to Jesus, we should always be in an attitude of prayer. Paul the apostle said the same thing by 

saying: “Pray without ceasing.” (1Thessalonians 5:17). Jude as well said: “But you, beloved, building 

yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, 

looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. (Jude 1:20-21) And finally we have James 

telling us to: “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect.” (James 5:16) 

So, through faith and prayer we can partner with God and change not only our own lives, but the lives of 

others as well. But as mentioned earlier, our lacking in this can have a negative effect. We can see this to 

be true when the disciples asked Jesus why they couldn’t cast the devil out of a man’s son. For Jesus 
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said: “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be 

impossible to you. (Matthew 17:20) However, Jesus also said: “This kind can come out by nothing but 

prayer and fasting.” (Mark 9:29) Therefore, the disciples couldn’t cast the devil out because of their 

lacking in both faith and prayer. Thankfully, Jesus came to their rescue and delivered the man’s son. 

The Harvest is Truly Great 
“And he said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2) 

Here above, we have Jesus telling us to ask God to send out fellow Christians to share the Gospel. For 

the world is full of lost souls who are in desperate need to know God’s saving grace. Therefore, we need 

to bring the message of the gospel to them so that they may have eternal life as well. And let's also 

remember that Jesus himself prayed not only for his disciples, but for us who will believe their report. 

For Jesus said: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 

that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” (John 17:20-21) So again, this is a call for action on 

our part today as well. 

Paul said to Timothy: “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, 

be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and 

quiet life in all godliness and dignity. (1 Timothy 2:1-2) So, first and foremost, we as a church are to pray 

for everyone. This would not only be for loved ones and friends, but for government officials and for 

those who hate us and mistreat us as well. For Jesus said: “But I say unto you, love your enemies, bless 

them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 

persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” (Matthew 5:44-45) 

For it’s true that our God is a miracle working God who can open the eyes of the most stubborn heart. 

Therefore, let’s take the time to always be in an attitude of prayer, asking God to work and intervene 

not only in our own lives, but the lives of others as well. Amen. 

You have not, Because You Ask Not 
(Below is an excerpt From: Torrey, R.A. “The Power of Prayer.”) 

“You will find these seven words in James 4:2, the seven closing words of the verse, ‘Ye have not, 

because ye ask not.’ These seven words contain the secret of the poverty and powerlessness of the 

average Christian, of the average minister, and of the average church.” 

“Why is it, many a Christian is asking, ‘that I make such poor progress in my Christian life? Why do I have 

so little victory over sin? Why do I win so few souls to Christ? Why do I grow so slowly into the likeness 

of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?’ And God answers in the words of the text: ‘Neglect of prayer. You 

have not, because you ask not.’” 

“Why is it, many a minister is asking, ‘that I see so little fruit from my ministry? Why are there so few 

conversions? Why does my church grow so slowly? Why are the members of my church so little helped 
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by my ministry, and built up so little in Christian knowledge and life?’ And again, God replies: ‘Neglect of 

prayer. You have not, because you ask not.’” 

“Why is it, both ministers and churches are asking, ‘that the church of Jesus Christ is making such slow 

progress in the world today? Why does it make so little headway against sin, against unbelief, against 

error in all its forms? Why does it have so little victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil.’” 

“Why is the average church member living on such a low plane of Christian living? Why does the Lord 

Jesus Christ get so little honor from the state of the church today? And, again, God replies: ‘Neglect of 

prayer. You have not, because you ask not.’” 

Conclusion 
So, how much time do we on a personal level spend in prayer? Or, even on a corporate level as a church, 

how often do we get together and go to prayer before God? Could it be true, that we Christians put 

other church activities and agendas before prayer? For according to God’s word, prayer should not be a 

weekly or bye weekly thing for us Christians, but a daily activity. For I can tell you from my own personal 

experience that there is nothing more important than our time in prayer. For even in my own life, I felt 

the results of brothers and sisters in Christ praying for me. And let’s remember that it was our prayer to 

God that helped changed our own lives in the first place. 

So, I encourage all of you to go through the bible and read for yourselves the prayers of God’s Saints 

such as Solomon, Daniel, Hannah, Abraham’s servant, and Nehemiah to name a few. For all of these 

through faith, not only impacted their own lives, but the lives of others as well. And most importantly, 

let’s not forget about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ: “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had 

offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him 

from death, and was heard in that he feared; Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the 

things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all 

them that obey him; Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchizedek.” (Hebrews 5:7-10) 

Yes, Jesus was heard and became victorious, and let’s praise God for that. So, if Jesus being our Lord and 

Messiah needed to pray to God the Father, shouldn’t we his disciples be doing the same on a daily 

basis? God help us always to be a people of prayer. Amen. 


