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Did Jesus make & drank Fermented Wine? 
“When the head steward tasted the water that had been 

turned to wine, not knowing where it came from (though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew), he called the 

bridegroom and said to him, ‘everyone serves the good wine 

first, and then the cheaper wine when the guests are drunk. 

You have kept the good wine until now!” (John 2:9- 10) 

Unfortunately, this is one of those subjects that has been 

misunderstood by some Christians. For there are those who 

try to make scripture read in such a way as to say that Jesus made ordinary grape juice at the wedding 

he was invited to. And of course, this is not scriptural at all. However, I do believe that these same 

people are sincere in their faith and mean well. For it’s true that wine and other alcoholic beverages 

have caused many problems. But to twist scripture in such a way as to fit one’s own theological view is 

wrong as well. So, whether we choose to drink or not, let us not look down or judge each other on this 

issue. For God has given us freedom in this area. 

Now, according to scriptures, getting drunk is a sin. And if abused to the point of one being a continued 

drunkard, it can harm that person’s relationship with God and even prevent them from entering into his 

Kingdom. (1Corinthians 6:9-10) However, that doesn’t mean that you throw the baby out with the 

bathwater. We shouldn’t demonize something just because there are those that abuse it. Anything can 

be abused my brothers and sisters in Christ. Sex can be abused. So, should everybody become celibate 

because there are men, women, children and even animals being sexually violated all over the world? Of 

course not. So, why should we treat drinking wine differently? 

And another is Drunk 
“Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper, for in your eating each one takes 

his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk.” (1 Corinthians 11:20-21) 

In that passage above, the apostle Paul is rebuking the church of Carinthia for not observing the Lord’s 

Supper properly. For he said: “one is hungry and another is drunk.” So, the wine that was being served 

was capable of making people drunk. Therefore, the wine had to be fermented in order for this to 

happen. So again, we have a clear indication that the early church did drink fermented wine. The would 
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be true even during the Passover celebration which Jesus himself took part in. For we know that’s what 

the Lord’s supper is all about because we partake of the bread and wine that’s being served. 

So then, enjoying a glass of wine, a bottle of beer or some other alcoholic beverage is not a sin as long as 

you refrain from getting intoxicated. And let’s remember that Jesus himself admits to drinking 

fermented wine when he said: “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, 

a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” (Matthew 11:18-19) So 

again, we see that there are both those who refrain and those who do drink wine. Therefore, those who 

choose not to drink, shouldn’t condemn or look down on those who have the liberty to do so. Also, 

those who do drink shouldn’t put the pressure on an individual to make them drink when they feel 

uncomfortable about it. 

Below are a few passages to help shed light on what kind of wine did Jesus make: 

• Jesus admits to drinking fermented wine and declares that John the Baptist did not. For we first 

read concern John the Baptist: “For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 

neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's 

womb. (Luke 1:15)  

• Next, Jesus said: “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. The 

Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, 

a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. (Matthew 11:18-19) So, 

even though John refrained from wine and other alcoholic drinks, the people still said he had a 

demon. And because Jesus did drink wine, the people accused Him of being a drunkard. This is 

because the wine that Jesus drank was fermented. How else could they accuse him of being a 

drunkard unless they knew that the wine he drank was fermented? 

• Jesus made fermented wine at the wedding of Cana: “When the headwaiter tasted the water 

(after it had become wine), he did not know where it came from -- though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew. He called the groom and told him, "Everyone sets out the fine wine first, 

then, after people are drunk, the inferior. But you have kept the fine wine until now." (John 2:9-

10) Notice that the governor said that the “fine wine” is set out first and when “after people are 

drunk” (the Greek here means intoxicated) then they bring out the inferior wine. This clearly 

shows that fermented wine was being served and that the “fine wine” was noted by the 

governor as making people drunk. Jesus made “fine wine” at the wedding and not some 

unfermented grape juice. And just to let the reader know, I’ve been to a few Jewish weddings, 

and they do serve fermented wine. 


