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From the President
Robert G. Kenny
Maj Gen, USAFR (Ret)

Dear Friends of the Foundation,
This year, we are again pleased to report that the JAG School Foundation, through your
generous contributions, continued to support the educational mission of the Air Force Judge
Advocate General’s School. Let me tell you a little bit about what your donations have accomplished.
AFJAGS welcomes the new
Deputy Commandant, Lt Col Cynthia
Kearley. She most recently attended Air
War College and has previously served
as an AFJAGS instructor and JSF Liaison.
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The Foundation, a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, was founded in 1993, the same
year the JAG School was dedicated. Our mission is to support the tradition of excellence embodied by the Air Force JAG Corps. We enhance the educational opportunities, facilities,
and academic prestige of the JAG School by providing financial resources where appropriated funds are unavailable or difficult to obtain.
All of our funding comes from your generous donations. Since 2011, the Foundation’s
Trustees have awarded over $131,000 in grants to the JAG School. These include funding for
world-class educational and academic events such as the annual Major General David C.
Morehouse Distinguished Lecture Series, the National Security Law writing competition and
the Cyber Law Symposium. This year, we were honored to have the Honorable Thomas E.
Ayres, the General Counsel of the Air Force, as the Morehouse Lecture speaker. Mr. Ayres
delivered an inspirational address on the vital role of the JAG Corps in the future of the Air
Force, the Department of Defense, and the Nation.
Also, this year the Foundation sponsored the third annual national security law writing
competition. This year’s winner was Major Ronald Scott Adams, whose paper focused on
empathy and ethics. He received the $2,000 prize. The runner-up was Commander Matthew
Ivey, USSOCOM HQ/SOJA, whose essay explored artificial intelligence. Commander Ivey
received the $1,000 prize. To complete a busy year, we were one of the sponsors of the third
annual Cyber Law Symposium.
While we were proud to produce the prestigious events mentioned, we also took care of
our Airmen, by paying for the paralegal badges for all new paralegals at the graduation from
PAC and PCC, for paralegal faculty to attend the JASOC gradation dinner, and for the Paralegal Advisory Committee lunches.
(continued on page 2)
* The Air Force Judge Advocate General’s School Foundation, Inc., stands as a proud partner in the
tradition of excellence carried on by the Air Force JAG Corps. The Air Force Judge Advocate
General’s School Foundation, Inc., is private and its activities are not affiliated with or endorsed by the
U.S. Government. Generous contributions from retired, active duty, and reserve component JAGs and
paralegals help the JAG School Foundation provide financial resources to the JAG School when appropriated funds cannot be acquired to further enhance the educational opportunities and facilities at the
JAG School.
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(continuation of “President’s Message” on page 1)

Due to regulations governing use of POVs for non-prior service airmen attending the JAG School courses, many were without transportation to such on-base facilities as the BX and Commissary. To make their
lives more comfortable, we funded the purchased of four new bikes, four new helmets, and two bike locks to
allow the Airmen to move more easily around the base in their off-duty time.
We also took care of our faculty. We purchased a dishwasher for the protocol room and new Air Force
JAG School and JAG School Foundation flags. The JAG School flag had not been updated since the change
of name of the School and the JAG School Foundation flag was old, tattered, and bore an obsolete emblem of
the School. We also paid for new flag poles for all of the state flags at the front entrance of the building. It is
now a beautiful display that makes a great first impression. The Judge Advocate General’s award program
recognizes outstanding attorneys and paralegals each year and we purchase new plates for these awards each
year. This year we added the Stadler and Castleman awards by purchasing plaques and plates and adding
them to the display in the front hall of the School. The relatively new Stadler award honors the Outstanding
Reserve Senior Non-commissioned Paralegal of the Year and the Castelman award recognizes the outstanding
paralegal airman of the year.
Another big-ticket item in the near future is the annex to the JAG School. As mentioned before, our
“new” JAG School was dedicated in 1993, twenty-five years ago. Our facility is still the envy of Air University and Maxwell Air Force Base, but we have outgrown it, and we are hopeful that in the near future we will
begin construction. We anticipate that the JAG Corps leadership will request our assistance to ensure that the
new building equals the high standards of the current school building.
The JAG School is the one thing every JAG, paralegal, civilian, active duty, reserve, and guard member
of the JAG Corps has in common. It is and was our first home. While the name is “The Judge Advocate
General’s School,” we think of it as OUR School. The Foundation’s mission to support the JAG School in its
educational endeavors starts with our initial training and continues throughout entire careers and beyond. We
are proud to continue to be productive and important members of the JAG family. Thank you again for
everything you do, and for everything you have done.

Robert G. Kenny
Maj Gen, USAFR (Ret)
President
Air Force JAG School Foundation
Top graduates from PAC 18-03 proudly stand with their JSFsponsored eagle awards at the PAC graduation ceremony
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A Message from The Commandant
When I have the honor of welcoming new students to the JAG School, I
make a habit of saying “Welcome Home.” That’s because our JAG School at
Maxwell AFB is a steady, ever-present reminder of our collective JAG Corps
heritage, our shared experiences, and our ongoing provision of cutting-edge
legal support to our great Air Force.
A critical emphasis-item for our School is the tight linkage between our
core practice areas of Military Justice, Civil Law, and Operations/International
Law and the National Defense Strategy and the National Security Strategy.
Now more than ever, the JAG School consciously links our core practice areas
with our collective strategic imperatives of building a more lethal force,
strengthening alliances and attracting new partners, and helping others reform
our organizations for greater performance and affordability … along with the
Air Force’s priorities of restoring readiness, developing leaders, strengthening
our alliances, cost-effectively modernizing, and driving innovation.
Earlier this year, the position of the Commandant was designated as the
Law Chair to Air University. Even though the JAG School’s location at Maxwell AFB has enabled an integral role in Air University’s curriculum for many
years, this designation will institutionalize that role and promote even greater
Colonel Bryan Watson
Commandant
levels of involvement by attorneys and paralegals across the entire University
The Judge Advocate General’s School
setting. The School is seeing tremendous benefit from our work with the
Senior Officer Legal Orientation and the Senior Enlisted Legal Orientation,
the Chief Master Sergeant Leadership Course, the First Sergeant Academy, the Senior NCO Academy, the International
Officer School, Air War College, Air Command and Staff College, and Squadron Officer School. The JAG School’s direct
engagement in these courses provide tremendous opportunities for increased levels of legal instruction to current and future
leaders that enable the strengthening of key alliances, as well as efforts to reform, modernize, and innovate across the
Defense community.
The addition of Colonel Jeremy Weber to the JAG School faculty has been absolutely critical to our work across Air
University. Please see his article “The Law Chair Program,” on page eleven.
We have modernized the Reporter by moving to an exclusively digital environment. Soon, the Corps will be hearing
more about our re-structuring of an operations law course aimed at junior JAGs, which will be held at the JAG School
immediately before those attorneys’ attendance at the Squadron Officer School. We are dramatically modernizing the JAG
School’s public areas, classroom spaces, and technological infrastructure, and we are linking directly with peer institutions
and legal practitioners--inside and outside of the Department of Defense--to promote greater levels of partnership and
cooperation among the academic community.
We also welcome back a previous instructor and a JAG School Foundation liaison: Lt Col Cynthia Kearley. She
recently graduated from Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama, and joins the staff as the Deputy Commandant. We are absolutely thrilled to have Lt Col Kearley at the JAG School.
It is my honor and privilege to serve as the JAG School’s Commandant, and many of our efforts would not be possible
without the support of the Foundation. During your next visit, I look forward to welcoming you home, and to discussing
our work with you.

World-class facilities, world-class curriculum, world-class faculty, and worldclass student outcomes...that is our vision here at AFJAGS!
Col Bryan Watson, AFJAGS Commandant, (center) and his counterparts
from the Army’s Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School and
the Naval Justice School meet at the annual Interservice Legal Education
Review Committee to share ideas about curriculum initiatives and look for
opportunities to collaborate. In 2018, the USAF Judge Advocate General’s School hosted the event.
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World class facilities, receiving world class updates!

The foyer looks beautiful—and is decorated for the holidays

In order to further the vision of keeping the
JAG School a world-class facility, several
needed renovations took place in 2018. The
faculty offices, auditoriums, and hallways received new blinds and carpet. As this issue of
the Legacy is being published, the downstairs
bathrooms are in the process of being completely refurbished. Thanks to a gift from the
JAG School Foundation, the School was able
to replace the flag poles at the front of the
building which held the state flags—a popular
post graduation photo spot! The prior ones
were warped from age and the finials were
losing their luster after nearly 20 years. The
new flag poles draw in the surrounding
bronze accents in the furniture and infrastructure of the school, making for a much more
professional appearance.

From the top down...

New blinds in the faculty hallways and offices
New JSF-sponsored flag poles

AFJAGS created a new portable backdrop (below) for student photo opportunities after a graduation ceremony. It
will also be a professional backdrop for
various speaking engagements.

Fresh hallway carpet
enhances the school’s
professional appearance.

Downstairs bathroom
repairs and renovations
are underway!
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The 3rd Annual Air Force JAG School
National Security Law
Writing Competition
This past year, the Air Force Judge Advocate General’s School and the JAG School Foundation continued
their partnership with the third National Security Law
Writing Competition. The topic of this year's competition was Ethical Standards and National Security. This
topic was chosen following the August 2017 Secretary of
Defense memorandum on "Ethical Standards for All
Hands" to all Department of Defense employees. This
memorandum encourages initiative with the expectation
that all members of the Department play the ethical midfield. In an era of asymmetrical warfare and nontraditional actors, the Air Force and other services have
had to push the boundaries of innovation to ensure mission success. Authors were encouraged to prepare works
contemplating the legal challenges associated with ethics
in the current operational environment.
The winners were chosen by a panel of three distinguished judges: Scott Stuckey, Chief Judge of the United
States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces; Laurie
Blank, Professor of Law and the Director of the International Humanitarian Law Clinic at Emory University
School of Law; and Brigadier General (ret) Paul Pirog,
former United States Air Force Academy Legal Department Permanent Professor and Department Head. The
results were announced during the annual Morehouse
Lecture at the Air Force Judge Advocate General's
School on 7 June 2018.
First place in the competition was awarded to Major
R. Scott Adams, United States Air Force, for his paper
“Power of Proportionality: the Role of Empathy and Ethics on Valuing Excessive Harm.” Major Adams received
a $2,000 cash prize as the first place winner courtesy of
the JAG School Foundation. Second place was awarded
to Commander Matthew Ivey, United States Navy, for his
paper “The Ethical Midfield in Artificial Intelligence:
Practical Reflections for National Security Lawyers.”
Commander Ivey received a $1,000 cash prize as the runner up, also courtesy of the JAG School Foundation.
Both winning papers will be published in an upcoming edition of the Air Force Law Review.

Contributions to the JAG School
Foundation through Estate Planning
Please remember the Air Force JAG School Foundation in
your estate planning. Contributions of stock, bonds, and
cash are tax deductible. The exact amount of such a
deduction should be discussed with your estate planning
professional.

JSF Trustees and The Judge Advocate General
at the 2018 Annual Meeting
Pictured above:
Front row: Maj Gen Robert Kenny (Foundation President),
Lt Gen Jeff Rockwell (The Judge Advocate General)
Second row: Mr. Brian Suckman, Maj Gen Brian Newby.
Third row: Brig Gen Jarisse Sanborn, Lt Col “JC” Guerrero,
Col Bryan Watson, Brig Gen Olan Waldrop.
Fourth row: Col Tonya Hagmeier, Brig Gen Dixie Morrow.
Fifth row: Col Stephen Ryan, Brig Gen Dwight Creasy,
Brig Gen Paul, Pirog, Maj Gen Bill Moorman.
Sixth row: Brig Gen Dave Ehrhart, Col Bob Sutemeier,
Col Steve Linder, CMSgt Steven Wallace, Col John Duncan,
Col Gary Bagliebter.
Not Pictured: Maj Gen Steve Lepper, Brig Gen James Marshall,
Brig Gen Clayton Moushon, Col Scott Stucky,
Brig Gen Ed Tatum.
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Examples of the “Everyday Amazing” at AFJAGS
AFJAGS Law Review Publications — authors
now receive this memento from the Commandant,
showcasing the cover of “their” Law Review
edition to display with pride on their desks.

AFJAGS Faculty welcome new AFLOA Commander, Brig Gen Sharon Shaffer.

World class faculty with world class results

Below: Instructor, Lt Col Charles Warren, provides final instructions to JASOC finalists in the excellence in advocacy competition. These finalists will give cross exams and closing arguments in front of their entire class before a top advocate is chosen. No pressure! The students rise to the challenge and inspire
their classmates with the strength of their advocacy skills.

...and Retirements
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JSF Sponsors the Ninth Annual
Major General David C. Morehouse
Distinguished Lecture and Reception
On 7 June 2018, the Judge Advocate General’s School Foundation welcomed Major
General (U.S. Army, retired) Thomas E. Ayres ( pictured below), the speaker at the ninth
annual Major General David C. Morehouse Distinguished Lecture and Reception. General
Ayres served in the U.S. Army for 33 years, first as an infantry officer and then as an attorney, retiring in 2017 after a four-year term as the Deputy Judge Advocate General for the
Department of the Army. He currently serves as the General Counsel, Chief Legal Officer,
and Chief Ethics Official for the Department of the Air Force.
General Ayres’s presentation, titled No Time for Knuckle-Dragging: The
Reemergence of Strategic Competition in Air, Space, and Cyber, centered on the idea that
the world is again at a technological inflection point. He said “again” because, in looking
to the past, America was in a similar place. Airpower first took hold during World War I,
Maj Gen (ret) Tomas E. Ayres
though primarily for reconnaissance and surveillance. A decade later, Anthony Fokker
developed a synchronization gear that greatly improved the lethality of our nascent Air Corps. A third domain of warfare,
air, dramatically changed how nations waged wars. Fast forward to the future, and the new age, the Information Age, presents new problems that motivated the creation of two additional domains: cyber and space.
General Ayres noted that judge advocates owe their client the
clearest guidelines possible. And yet, the rules regarding cyber
warfare are still being developed. Rules on how to secure, process,
transmit and receive data are all critical aspects of the cyber domain
and are affected by relationships with contractors, new developments in artificial intelligence, and the growing reliance on remotely controlled aircraft.. To highlight one of many potential issues,
General Ayres opined that the real fight will be about transmitting
data. He described the growing reliance on remotely controlled
aircraft and how one’s ability to disrupt the data link between the
controller and the aircraft will affect future air wars.
In closing, General Ayres shared his leadership “do’s and
don’t’s.” He emphasized the leader’s obligation to mentor and to
know his or her people well enough to understand the needs of those in need of mentoring. General Ayres also highlighted
the need for clear expectations and the kind of “umbrella leadership” that protects subordinates from negative external influences. He ended with a challenge to the audience: to continue to grow and be uncomfortable in their professional lives and
to continue doing the right thing ethically, morally, and legally.

Afterwards, guests joined General Ayres and the JAG School Foundation for a post-lecture reception at the JAG School.

“This year’s Morehouse Lecture motivated me to prepare for the legal landscape of
the future as it directly relates to our national security.” — Maj Brian Adams, AFJAGS
7
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...and Retirements

Celebrating Promotions...

Our star Military Training Leader and Paralegal ,
TSgt Christina Contreras received top awards at
her military training instructor course — way to
represent the JAG Corps!

Commandant, Col Watson and Paralegal
Program Director, Mr. Ron Frazier, join
Senior Paralegal Manager to TJAG,
CMSgt Sherry Bowes and CMSgt Patricia
Granan, Paralegal Career Field Manager,
at the ABA along with JAGC Alum Mike
Gadson. This visit provided useful resources on ethics and social media use —
that will be utilized in the classroom.

Entries in the Annual Chili Cook-Off.
AFJAGS traditions like the Chili Cook-off and
holiday decorating contest continue to build camaraderie among faculty and staff. When it
comes to the chili cook-off, the “admin division”
entries continue to be in the winners’ circle!

Ready for the Holidays!

Tremendously talented AFJAGS faculty
member, Lt Col Allison Beach, performs
the leading role as Sibyl Chase in the play
“Private Lives”, written in 1930. The performance was held at a local theater,
Cloverdale Playhouse, in Montgomery.
AFJAGS faculty and staff
were wellrepresented in the audience!
8
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The Third Annual Cyber Law Symposium
On Thursday, 1 November 2018, the third annual cyber law symposium was held at the Air Force Judge Advocate General’s School. This symposium is a partnership between the Air Force Judge Advocate General’s
School, the JAG School Foundation, and the Air Force Cyber College. The symposium occurs the same week as
the Cyber Law Course held at the Air Force Judge Advocate General’s School.
This year the symposium focused on domestic cyber operations and consisted of four panels. The first panel focused on an overview of cyber domestic operations. The second panel focused on working with industry partners
and operating on networks outside the department of defense. The third panel focused on social media and web
monitoring issues. The final panel focused on election system support, which was a very timely topic given the
early November timing of the Symposium!

Colonel Jeff Coats, ANG Assistant to
USCYYBERCOM, and Lt Col Scott
‘Opie’ Howard, Director of Operations
262d Cyberspace Operations Squadron,
WA ANG, discussing measures taken to
defend critical election infrastructure in
Washington state.
(See more about the symposium on page 10)

The Reporter is Now
Online and Interactive!
http://reporter.dodlive.mil/
In furtherance of our National Security
Strategy, AFJAGS is answering the call
to pursue new ideas, solutions, and innovations. The digital Reporter is one tool
to answer that call! So far, it has reached
many more people in three months than
the paper version did in one year! You
can save the page to your smart phone to
stay connected to the publication, and comment about articles — join the dialogue!
9
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Page 1 of the 2018 Cyber Law Symposium program,
outlining the event organizers and agenda

Page 10

Page 2 of the 2018 Cyber Law Symposium

The Cyber Law Symposium provides our JAG School with the perfect
venue to pull together joint teams of civilians, active duty, guard and reserve, as
well as academics to discuss critical issues affecting our national security.

Deployments: Keeping the Edge
By Major Alexander O. Dehner
Instructor, Operations and International Law Division
One of the greatest things about teaching at the JAG School is the opportunity to use your own professional experiences to train the next generation
of Air Force attorneys and paralegals. Whether the subject-matter is military
justice, civil law, operations law, or anywhere in between, nothing supplements students’ learning of the black letter law like lessons imparted by faculty based on real-world experience. It can be a challenge, then, for faculty
to develop fresh experiences while at a schoolhouse. We routinely monitor
changes in the law and update our curriculum accordingly. However, not
being out in the field makes it difficult to see how such changes are playing
out across the Air Force and the joint environment on a daily basis.
Several avenues exist for getting outside the walls of the JAG School, to
include serving as preliminary hearing officers for Article 32 hearings, serving as legal advisors on administrative discharge boards, and participating in
exercises such as Burning Sands (a NDU war game that guided 40 law students through urban warfare scenarios), to name just two recent examples.
Major Alex Dehner

(continued on page 11)
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(continuation of “Deployments: Keeping the Edge” on page 10)

Perhaps the most immersive experience, though, is deploying in support of operations around the world.
I recently had the opportunity to deploy out of the School, serving as the staff judge advocate for an expeditionary wing in Southwest Asia. The legal issues on which I advised were wide-ranging, and it was a humbling
experience to once again be practicing law and engaging the mission directly, day-in and day-out. I made it a
point to try to glean lessons from every significant challenge I encountered, which I could then bring back to
students and fellow faculty members at the School.
From increased exposure to substantive areas of law, to refining the manner in which I advised commanders
and legal assistance clients, to becoming more conversant in a multi-domain and joint/coalition setting, I believe my time spent downrange made me a better instructor, judge advocate, and officer. I’m also confident my
colleagues who have deployed out of the schoolhouse would echo this feeling, which highlights the important
point that I am by no means unique in my recent experience; since I arrived at the JAG School in 2016, five
other instructors have been or are currently deployed to locations like the Combined Air Operations Center at
Al Udeid and in support of Operation Resolute Support in Kabul, Afghanistan.
Our destinations, duties, and experiences will all be varied, but a common thread (in addition to supporting
our national security and national defense strategies) is the opportunity that each of these deployments provides
us to become better teachers. We do that, as we always have, by forging from our experience the wisdom we
are privileged to impart to young JAGs and paralegals. Simply put, the JAG School’s temporary loss is ultimately its long-term gain.

The Law Chair Program
By Colonel Jeremy S. Weber
Director, Law Chair Programs
The JAG School has long maintained a close association with Air University. Now, we have an opportunity to truly leverage that relationship for
the benefit of both organizations.
Though the JAG School realigned under AFLOA more than a decade
ago, it continues to provide support to AU schools and courses. In Fiscal
Year 2018, JAG School instructors taught more than 360 hours at more than
180 Air University classes. However, the two educational institutions enjoyed no formalized relationship. In some instances, Air University course
directors who needed legal support reached out to JAG School members
they happened to know. In other instances, they did not ask for support at all.
Likewise, the JAG School had no mechanism to reach out to Air University
for its expertise and resources. The two institutions reside literally across the
street, but often had insufficient insight into what the other was doing.
That changed in March of this year when the commanders of AFLOA
and Air University signed a memorandum of understanding designating the
Colonel Jeremy Weber
JAG School Commandant as the Air University Law Chair. Under this agreeDirector of the Law Chair
Programs and Professor of Law ment, the Law Chair serves as a liaison between Air University and the Air
Force JAG Corps. The Law Chair acts as the JAG Corps’ primary academic
and Strategy
entry point into Air University, while delivering Air University products to
the JAG Corps. The Law Chair position utilizes the AU chair model that other DoD and Air Force organizations and career fields have used to better connect with Air University.
(continued on page 12)
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My addition to the JAG School this past summer capitalizes on this opportunity. As the Director of Law
Chair Programs and Professor of Law and Strategy, I act on the Commandant’s behalf to bridge the capabilities
of the JAG School and Air University. The Law Chair position seeks to grow innovative, multi-domain legal
expertise; leverage partnerships and alliances to provide world-class legal education; and develop legally-aware
leaders. In my role, I do this by synthesizing the JAG Corps’ outreach efforts to Air University, reaching out to
Air University partners to bring capabilities to the JAG School, and teaching courses across Air University, including serving as a faculty member in the Air War College Department of Strategy. The Law Chair program
offers the promise of enormous benefits to the JAG School, Air University, and the Air Force. This innovative
program is just one of many reasons it’s an exciting time to be in the JAG School.

9th Annual Montgomery
Dragon Boat Race & Festival
This past summer, faculty members
from the JAG School, students from the
summer JASOC class, and even members from the greater JAG family here
in Montgomery formed a team to compete in the 2018 Montgomery Dragon
Boat Race & Festival. Each team of
20+ members raced in three heats on
dragon boats provided by the race organizers. Synchronization was paramount in winning...
Sadly, the JAG School team did not
place in the race. But we did win the
Best Dressed Drummer !!! You can see
our very own Maj Alexandra McCraryDennis to the right, sporting the judge’s
robe, gavel, and ceremonial wig.
We were able to build some wonderful
memories together, striving to beat out
other military teams. Not only was esprit de corps enhanced, proceeds from
the event were donated to local charities. Another good day to be at the
JAG School!

AFJAGs Dragon Boat Team: “Dragon Me to Court” - poses with their drummer, Civil
Law Instructor, Maj McCrary Dennis, in the Barristers robe, for a group photo before
gearing up for the first of three races throughout the day!

AFJAGS team rowing out to the start!

AFJAGS Commandant, Col Bryan Watson, and the AFJAGS team take a selfie after one of several team practices before race day.
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“Welcome Home”
This is a phrase you often hear on
Monday mornings as the Commandant, greets JAGC members attending
one of the 63 in-residence courses offered per year at the School. “This is
your school, your alma mater, enjoy it, be proud of it, and please
feel welcome here.”
The same
goes to those alumni reading this
newsletter. Please know our doors are
always open to welcome you home. If
you are passing through Montgomery,
feel free to stop by the school and take
a look. We trust you will feel the same
level of pride and appreciation that
often resonates in these halls.

AFJAGS Foyer Sports Updated Look
Thanks to the great partnership between
the School and Foundation, the flagpoles
in the School’s foyer have been updated
and replaced, adding to the distinctive
appearance of the front entrance.

The Lady Justice is prominently displayed in the foyer…as a symbol of our mission to ensure principles of
justice are at the forefront of our academic
development.
13
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Academic Director, Colonel (retired)Tom Becker,
is named the Air Force nominee for the
2019 National Public Service Award!

AFJAGS Academic Director and long-term contributor to the Legacy newsletter was
recently selected by the United States Air Force to be the 2019 National Public Service Award nominee. Mr. Becker’s four decades of dedication to public service in
senior legal and leadership positions at both the federal and state levels,
Mr. Becker (center) poses with two military justice along with his tremendous record of volunteerism to support other public
instructors, prior to JASOC mock trial. On “bow
servants made him the ideal candidate for this award. As many of you
tie day” the AFJAGS instructors serve as the civilian
know, Mr. Becker spent 22 years as a military officer in the United
defense counsel to jazz it up a bit for the students.
States Judge Advocate General’s Corps; he then served as The Public
Defender for the State of Iowa for 9 years; followed by 2 years of service as an Administrative Law Judge for the
State of Iowa before he returned to service in the United States Air Force as the first-ever Academic Director to the
Air Force Judge Advocate General’s School. This award is sponsored by The American Society for Public Administration and the National Academy of Public Administration. Mr. Becker’s leadership has made a tremendous impact on
current and past judge advocates across the Corps!

Mr. Becker teaching the Senior Officer Legal Orientation Course ,
(SOLO) where Air Force officers in the grade of O-6 and above, received 2 days of dedicated legal training to prepare them to exercise
authorities assigned to them under the UCMJ. SOLO is in its 4th year
of being a specific course here at AFJAGS — and is taught 6 times a
year at AFJAGS — this means every sitting Wing and Group Commander has received training inside the halls of the JAG School!

Mr. Becker serving as the “customs inspector” for a host nation
during the Paralegal Craftsman Course Field Training Exercise.

Above Left: Tom Becker elevates the level of instruction at the JAG School through his teaching methodology program. Above Center: Tom, along with Col Bryan
Watson and Capt Jeff Campbell, the 2017 “golden
clicker” winner, present new instructor, Lt Col Alison
Beach, the “golden clicker award” for top performance
during the two-week new instructor training. Above
Right: Mr. Becker presenting the “Golden O” to
AFJAGS instructor, Lt Col Charles Warren for receiving
a rare and highly coveted “outstanding” rating on his
teaching evaluation. Mr. Becker routinely evaluates
instructors to ensure the school’s faculty maintains its
standard of “world class instruction.”

Left: Mr. Becker teaching ethics at the Wing Commander Spouse Seminar. Mr. Becker is responsible
for leading the historical average of over 1300 hours
per year of “outside teaching” conducted by AFJAGS
faculty. Outside teaching is all instruction provided
by faculty at other institutions like the Air Command
and Staff College or the Officer Training School.
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Did You Know — Each Year AFJAGS:

Offers 63 in-residence courses!
Hosts 3000+ students
Holds classes 50/52 weeks per year
Conducts 8 Distance Education classes
Provides legal education to 13,200 students OUTSIDE the halls of the JAG School through
outside teaching across the USAF, other academic institutions, and Air University
 Hosts 3 Judge Advocate Staff Officer Courses, 6 Paralegal Apprentice Courses, and 3 Paralegal Craftsman Courses per year….in addition to 51 other courses!






AFJAGS Commandant and Deputy Commandant
enjoy lunch with local area JSF trustees, to include
trustee and prior Commandant, Colonel Tonya
Hagmaier; executive board member and prior
Deputy Commandant, Lt Col JC Guerrero; and
trustee Mr. Brian Suckman.
Members of the Paralegal Advisory Committee pose for a group photos after their
bi-annual meeting at AFJAGS. During the most recent meeting, attendees discussed highlights from the most recent Community College of the Air Force Report, facility and course updates, and ABA accreditation. The JAG School Foundation graciously helps AFJAGS host this event by providing lunch for attendees.

JASOC 18-C soon-to-be graduates (Alpha Flight) meet with TJAG,
Lt Gen Jeffrey Rockwell (center), at the graduation dinner.

Faculty runners after the Capitol 10-miler on 17 Nov 2018

A bit about our World-Class Faculty and Staff



AFJAGS has 63 people on faculty and staff
They practice while teaching! Faculty serve as ADCs and SVCs if retained
by clients. They serve as Art 32 Preliminary Hearing Officers, Legal Advisors to Discharge Boards, and routinely support deployment taskings.
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