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By AllAn ClAssen

Trying to unseat the Communist Party candidate in a Russian 
election might involve more physical danger, but running 
against the chair of the Neighbors West-Northwest neigh-

borhood coalition is daunting enough.

Rick Kneuven of the Sylvan Highlands Neighborhood Associ-
ation has learned the extent to which NWNW President Richard 
Barker will go to exercise power.

Candidate Kneuven, who had expressed interest in running for 
the chair in October, asked Barker if he could have 10 minutes on 
the agenda in November to share his “insights.”

“What is the subject to which you wish to provide us with 
insights?” replied Barker, who is running for reelection against 

Continued on page 7

By AllAn ClAssen

In 2005, the Pearl District Neighborhood Association pushed the 
city of Portland for something more than a park on the 4.4-acre 
riverside property known as Centennial Mills. Led by its longtime 

spokesperson, Patricia Gardner, the association sought to preserve the 
cluster of industrial buildings once representing the largest flour-ex-
porting hub in the Pacific Northwest.  

Now, PDNA leaders may regret they ever asked for more. Not only 
did the City Council approve the sale of the property to a private 
developer with no obligation to save the last structure on the site, the 
six-story 1911 Flour Mill, there will be no park.

The council approved the $13 million sale last month without warn-
ing to PDNA despite a long “partnership” between the association and 
the city’s development arm, Prosper Portland, in which the neighbor-
hood often held the upper hand.

“I am pretty upset with Prosper Portland … not giving us any kind 
of heads up,” PDNA President Stan Penkin told his board Nov. 11. 
“We’ve been working with Prosper and previously the Portland Devel-
opment Commission for almost 20 years. The 2006 Framework Plan 
was created, and now there’s no framework anymore. It’s just whatever 
they want to do.

“Until about a year ago, we were having ongoing conversations with 
an advisory committee, and all of a sudden they went dark on us and 
we find out something through the newspapers.”

Later in the month, PDNA land-use chair David Dysert criticized 
Prosper Portland, the council, local philanthropists and the people 
of Portland for their insufficient commitment to preserving at least a 
remnant of the historic mills. But, as PDNA’s representative on Pros-
per Portland’s Stakeholders Evaluation Committee that disbanded in 
February about the time the agency concluded that saving the flour 
mill was infeasible, Dysert was in a ticklish situation. He explained 
that he knew nothing specifically of the agency’s abandonment of the 
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Sally and Rick Kneuven at home with their dog, Elke.
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503-781-3366

The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer PrinciPal broker 

burDean barTlem, kishra oTT, marDi DaVis & FriTz benz brokers

licenseD in The sTaTe oF oregon 

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

See  our  webs i te  a t  www.danvolkmer.com

Kings Hill near WasHington ParK
2323 SW Park Place, Unit 306
The Park Vista Cooperative is located in a magical location 
that is the best of both worlds. Just steps to the active 
Alphabet District shopping & dining and just as close to the 
nature and culture of Portland’s Washington Park. Mt. St. 
Helens and city views from this light-filled NE corner unit 
including a 27x7 covered balcony, secure parking and huge 
storage unit.
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, concierge, parking, 1,500 Sq. Ft., 
RMLS #21286609 $299,500.

“What if, today, we were grateful for everything?”
— Charlie Brown

tHe ParK Vista CooPeratiVe — a lifestyle 
to Be tHanKful for

I am just…wondering, where is the glow of 
yesteryear? I’m wondering where the heroes went. 

Gosh, I don’t know how long ago they left. Heroes 
are not giant statues framed against a red sky. They 
are people who say: This is my community, and it 
is my responsibility to make it better. Interweave all 
these communities, and you really have an America 
that is back on its feet, a comfortable nation to live in 
again. I really think we’re gonna have to reassess what 
constitutes a hero.

— Tom McCall in an interview with author Studs Terkel

“

”

tHe ParK PlaCe Condominiums in tHe Pearl
922 NW 11th Avenue, Unit 315
This is one of the iconic “shard” units at Park Place — a 
floor-to-ceiling glass gallery that extends the great room 
into open space and gives the building an edgy flair. Floor 
to ceiling bookcases, art walls and niches and nooks 
promotes a homey, warm abode filled with art and heart 
— a true home. 9’5” ceilings, combined living and dining 
spaces, and an open kitchen concept creates a highly 
sought-after floor plan. Near the Portland Streetcar line 
and adjacent to the Pearl Boardwalk, which connects the 
neighborhood parks: Jamison Square, Tanner Springs and 
The Fields.
2 bedrooms, 2 full and 1/2 baths, 1 garage parking space, 
storage, concierge, 1,749 Sq. Ft. RMLS #21256547 
$890,000.

“There is room for everyone on the Nice List.” 
— Buddy the Elf

tHe suBtle eleganCe and dramatiC 
amBianCe — niCer tHan niCe

Kings square at WestoVer terraCes
744 NW Westover Square
A quiet boutique condominium is one of only 18 units. 
Sitting back from Westover Road gives it a quiet, peaceful feel 
enhanced be mature trees and landscaping. Well appointed 
with wood-burning fireplace, oversized windows for natural 
light, hardwood floors and a covered deck with views of the 
city and Fremont Bridge. AND bonus, 2 parking spots in a 
secure garage. Easy access to parks, NW shopping, cafés and 
entertainment.
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 2 parking spaces, elevator, 1,436 Sq. Ft. 
RMLS #21651292 $569,000.

“Christmas will always be as long as we stand heart 
to heart and hand in hand.” — Dr. Seuss

one-leVel liVing WitH Hand-Warming firePlaCe 
and Heart-Warming Comfort

sHoP loCally
Photo courtesy of 
Moments By Norri 
728 NW 23rd Ave.

Call us 
for a top of 
the market 

evaluation of 
your home.
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Interest revived
Thanks to your recent stand against the nonsense 
from Neighbors West-Northwest [“Freedom of 
the Press,” November], my interest in reading the 
NW Examiner has been revived. I was at times a 
regular reader of the Examiner going back to the 
early 1990s, and I intend to read more of it in the 
future after receiving an account of your display of 
integrity that rings familiar to me in the face of the 
games that are played by those who pretend to rep-
resent the interests of local people.  

Your actions as well as your candid accounts of 

this matter have helped to reorient me toward the 
businesses and other entities that support and are 
supported by the Examiner.
Chris Wade
NW 22nd Place

Move forward
I have been remiss in not speaking up publicly for 
NW Examiner Editor Allan Classen.

I didn’t want to make anyone feel I was not in 
support of the Pearl District Neighborhood Associ-
ation. However, the recent Neighbors West-North-
west’s accusations and emails among its board 

members have required me to speak up on Allan’s 
behalf. Allan has been accused of inaccurate 
reporting and publicizing private information. I 
don’t have all the facts, but what I do know is that 
Allan has devoted 35 years to keeping us informed 
about what is going on in our community. He has 
a following of friends, business people and readers 
who support him because of his ethical principles, 
fact-based reporting and attendance at meetings 
that impact us all. He is devoted to his work. And 
he always seeks to report with accuracy and fair-
ness.

To permanently ban Allan or any member of the 
press from a public meeting due to the consensus 

BY ALLAN CLASSEN   |   EDITOR & PUBLISHER

 Cont’d on page 5

No wasted vacancy

I often dwell on the wasted social and 
economic capital embodied by vacant 
commercial spaces, especially in the 

many new apartment buildings. Some 
buildings are completed years before 
attracting their first commercial tenant.

Pearl West at Northwest 14th and Irving 
streets has had 18,500 square feet of 
empty ground floor space since it was 
completed in 2016. At the current asking 
price of $30 a square foot per year, that’s 
more than $2.5 million of value doing 
nothing other than supporting a “for 
lease” sign. Meanwhile, it devours taxes, 
utilities, maintenance and insurance 
costs. 

I picked this particular building not 
because it is unique but because its 
developer, Walter Bowen, installed a 
plaque boasting of pulling the Pearl 
District from the doldrums of the Great 
Recession of 2007-09. Hubris always 
makes a good story.

Other commercial spaces old and new 
are in the same boat. Scores of restaurants 
and retail shops are shuttered or no lon-
ger in business, online shopping is a per-
manent part of the economy and many 
Portland store windows are boarded up 
in fear of the next glass-shattering riot.

Vacant storefronts are not merely a loss 
of potential revenue; they are blight on 
the community. Boarded or papered up 
windows communicate failure while 
negating the possibility of “eyes on the 
street” that make urban spaces welcom-
ing and safe. The requirement of “active 
ground-floor uses” embedded in city 
code is meaningless if structures intend-
ed for occupants have lifeless covered 
windows acting as blank walls. Any acti-
vation, even if not generating revenue, 
would be preferable. 

But every great problem presents an 
opportunity. What about turning a few of 
these vacant spaces into clubhouses for 
local neighborhood associations? They 

could be drop-in centers as well as asso-
ciation offices. 

There used to be such an office on North-
west 23rd Avenue, a highly visible space 
where anyone could hear “the latest,” 
chat with neighborhood staff and simply 
hang out with fellow neighbors, a hot 
pot of coffee at the ready. The walls were 
adorned with posters and charts related 
to community projects. The space also 
hosted board and committee meetings.

Rising rents drove that office to ever-more 
isolated spaces giving no clue that some-
one would be welcome to drop in and 
say hello. Very few people even know 
that there is an office for inner-Westside 
neighborhood associations. 

Building owners would benefit from a 
traffic-generating occupant, even one 
contributing little or no rent, provided 

that such a tenant could be moved out 
on short notice should a paying tenant 
come along. 

A neighborhood association office of this 
type is needed for each neighborhood, 
recognizing that entirely residential 
districts may not have the requisite com-
mercial spaces to pull it off.

Neighborhood offices could generate 
revenues by running coffee and snack 
bars. Most associations are eligible for 
several small grant programs that could 
be tapped for perhaps tens of thousands 
of dollars a year. Solicitation of small 
donations from members could be anoth-
er funding source.

Staffing could be minimal. Private secu-
rity firms now working for several prop-
erty owner consortiums in the area might 
handle the keys and use the space as an 
outpost, but administrative employees 

would not be necessary. Neighborhood 
offices might also co-locate with building 
rental offices, banks or other businesses 
that maintain prominent but seldom-vis-
ited locations.

None of this depends on support from 
the Portland Office of Community & 
Civic Life, which has so compromised 
neighborhood associations in recent 
years that I would not recommend chas-
ing this money. In another era, when per-
haps Charter Reform is adopted and our 
city again works for us, that may change. 

It’s just an idea at this point. I hope it 
sparks imagination. When Portlanders 
of goodwill buy into an idea, amazing 
things can come about. 

I know. That’s how the NW Examiner 
overcame COVID and (I firmly believe) 
came back stronger than ever. n

“Mister, have we got a deal for you!”
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The Northwest Examiner publishes obituaries of people who lived, worked or had other 
substantial connections to our readership area, which includes Northwest Portland, Goose 
Hollow, Sauvie Island and areas north of Highway 26. If you have information about a death in 
our area, please contact us at allan@nwexaminer.com. Photographs are also welcomed. There is 
no charge for obituaries in the Examiner.

Obituaries

The Law Office 
of Harris S. Matarazzo 

is proud to support the work of the 
NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015 

503-226-0306
	
  

10920 NW Saint Helens Road
Portland, OR 97231

Also visit us at 
Dekum Street Doorway!

dekumstreetdoorway.com

503-286-1291
LinntonFeed.com

L i n n t o n  Fe e d  & Se e d

35 years dedicated to
handcrafted framing

35 years dedicated to
NW Portland

Katayama Framing
2219 NW Raleigh

www.katayamaframing.com

Downtown Self Storage  
would like to congratulate  
Darlene Ollier on her retire-
ment from our Davis Street location 
after 28 years!  Darlene, thank you 
for your years of hard work and 
loyalty.  It’s rare to find someone as dedicated as you 
have been in being there each day, who’s rarely absent 
and consistently opens the building on time for our 
customers.  You will be missed by many!

Downtown Self Storage
1305 NW Davis St • Portland, OR, 97209 

(503) 200-2490 • Downtownselfstorage.com           
 We’re Hiring!  Please send your resume to:  

admin@cmcstorage.net

•

Philip H Lowthian
Philip H Lowthian, a 
longtime Portland 
Heights and Pearl 
District resident, 
died Oct. 28 at age 85 
from COVID-related 
causes. He was born 
Oct. 27, 1936, in 
Phoenix and grew up 

in California, graduating from Acalanes 
High School in the Bay Area. He gradu-
ated from the University of Oregon in 
1958. After two years in the U.S. Army 
Central Intelligence Corps in Washing-
ton, D.C., he returned to the University 
of Oregon, where he received a master’s 
degree in economics and then, in 1965, 
a law degree. He married Jacqueline 
LaDue in 1962. They moved to Port-
land, where he opened the Albina 
branch of the Multnomah County Legal 
Aid Service. In 1972, he co-founded the 
law firm of Anderson, Hall, Lowthian & 
Gross and 10 years later became a sole 
practitioner. He was on the board of the 
Southwest Hills Residential League 
and Planned Parenthood. He lived in 
the Pearl District since 1996. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Jackie; their chil-
dren, Josh, Michaela Bancud, Amanda 
Meyers; and three grandchildren.

Jason Reynolds
Jason Matthew Reyn-
olds, a longtime 
Northwest Portland 
resident, died Oct. 11 
at age 73 of causes 
related to colon can-
cer. He was born 
April 16, 1948, in 
Franklin Square, 

N.Y., and graduated from H. Frank 
Casey High School. After graduating 
from Michigan State University in 
1970, he returned to New York City, 
where he worked as a social worker 
counseling clients with addictions. 
Several years later, he moved to Port-

land, where he and his wife started a 
public relations agency, The Creative 
Factory. For 22 years he facilitated a 
self-help group, Depression and Bipo-
lar Support Alliance, which met at 
Legacy Good Samaritan Medical Cen-
ter. He was executive director of the 
Oregon Consumer League from 1998-
2015. After that, he worked as a disser-
tation writing coach.

Robert E. Reininga
Robert Elliott Reinin-
ga, who lived at 
Touchmark in the 
West Hills retirement 
home for the past 
four years, died Oct. 
31, at age 89. He was 
born on April 23, 
1932, in Oak Park, Ill. 

He received a degree in chemical engi-
neering from the University of Colora-
do Boulder in 1954 and an MBA from 
the University of Chicago in 1965. He 
married Suzanne Marie Axt in 1957; 
she died in 2009. He worked as a chem-
ical engineer for 13 years at Universal 
Oil Products and then became a petro-
leum analyst, initially with Harris Bank 
of Chicago and later in his own busi-
ness, Reininga & Co. He is survived by 
his daughter, Krista DeVoe; son, Peter; 
nine grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. He was predeceased 
by his daughter, Karen.

Mary Ellen Showalter
Mary Ellen Showal-
ter, a former teacher 
at Chapman Elemen-
tary School and resi-
dent of Willamette 
Heights since 1965, 
died Sept. 6 at age 87. 
Mary Ellen Holbrook 
was born Aug. 2, 

1934, in Portland, and moved to Rose-
burg in 1936. She graduated from 
Southern Oregon College of Education 

in 1956. She taught in Tokyo and Oki-
nawa, Japan, and in England and Ger-
many. She married Tom Showalter in 
1963. After moving to Portland, she 
taught at Lake Grove, Buckman Hosford 
and Chief Joseph schools. She was a 
former board member of Friendly 
House. She was a member of First Pres-
byterian Church in Portland and Heri-
tage Study Group. She is survived by 
her husband, Tom; and daughter, 
Rachel Showalter Inman.

Allene Morgan
Allene Mae Morgan, 
who grew up in Linn-
ton, died Aug. 3 at 
age 93. Allene Mae 
Amacher was born 
Aug. 15, 1927, in 
Portland. She gradu-
ated from Hillsboro 
High School in 1945 

and the University of Oregon in 1949. 
She married Robert R. Morgan Jr. in 
1949; he died in 2013. She worked as a 
bookkeeper for Industrial Chrome Plat-
ing Co., for 18 years. She was a member 
of Hinson Baptist Church for almost 70 
years. She is survived by her sons, 
Garry and Steve; daughters, Sue 
Thiesen and Carol Nel; five grandchil-
dren; and three great-grandchildren. 

Charles “Tom” Mahew II
Charles T. “Tom” 
Mahew II, a resident 
of The Edge Lofts in 
the Pearl District 
since 2009, died in 
his home on Oct. 23 
at age 77. He was 
born Dec. 29, 1943, in 
Crystal City, Mo., and 

graduated from Crystal City High in 
1962 before moving to Texas, Califor-
nia and Oregon. He worked as a home 

and commercial interior designer and 
had prestigious clients around the 
world. He is survived by his brother, 
Steve.

Death notices
William m. Beckman, 87, attended 
Lincoln High School.

emil F. ‘Bud’ BladoW Jr., 89, manag-
ing partner of Association for Portland 
Progress Clean and Safe Program.

Vern GrimshaW, 87, attended Lincoln 
High School.

GeorGe J. Janis, 75, former executive 
director of Fruit & Flower Childcare 
Center.

louise Johnson kinG, 91, Lincoln High 
School class of 1948.

John T. malarkey, 90, attended Catlin 
Hillside Elementary School and Lin-
coln High School.

laWrence F. mckinney, 82, Mult-
nomah Athletic Club member.

BeVerly (Thompson) miller, 93, life-
long parishioner of St. Mark’s Church.

ellison carl “eli” morGan, 84, 
owned M Financial Group, which had 
three locations in Northwest Portland.

paaVo paTokoski, 80, employed as 
ESCO Corp. for 36 years.

diana piTTock perkins, 79, 1960 grad-
uate of Lincoln High School.

TimoThy sandViG, 62, member of Trin-
ity Episcopal Cathedral.
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of a small group is simply wrong. 
And it denies our community 
information we rely on. Can those 
involved find a way to respectfully 
move forward and not punish some-
one who has given so much to our 
community? 

Judie Dunken
NW Johnson St.

Tyrannical act
I am appalled by the exclusion of the 
NW Examiner from the proceedings 
of the Neighbors-West Northwest 
Coalition. The public has a right, 
supported by law, to know what goes 
on at these meetings, and excluding 
the press is unconscionable. Gagging 
the press is the first act of tyrants. 

Encouraging diversity and inclusion 
of marginalized people in neigh-
borhood associations is a laudable 
goal, but the approach to that by the 
coalition staff and activists empow-
ered by city government has been 
heavy-handed, top-down and disre-
spectful of many who for years have 
advocated for their neighborhoods. 

This needn’t have been so ugly. 
Those working for inclusion and 
sensitivity could have worked with 
neighborhood associations to achieve 
that goal. Instead, this kind of advo-
cacy has been used as a stalking 
horse to destroy the neighborhood 
association network as it used to 
exist. Why? Because neighbors advo-
cating on issues that matter to them, 
whether it is noise mitigation, reg-
ulating traffic, historic preservation 
or whatever, are an inconvenience to 
those who want to impose top-down 
plans. And an inconvenience to 
those practicing thought control.  

When I chaired NWNW in the mid-
’90s, we worked on many issues 
immediately relevant to livability 
in our neighborhoods—matters like 
land use, transportation and the 
like—and if not always without con-
flict, the board was collegial. Now 
we hear of a board member being 
required to resign or  be “re-edu-
cated.” What is this? Maoist China? 
Diversity must include diversity 
of opinion. Neither this city nor 
the country as a whole is going to 
emerge from the painful period we 
are in unless that is recognized.  

Louisa McCleary
NW Cumberland Road

Shining a light 

At the Oct. 13 Neighbors 
West-Northwest board meeting, 
Stan Penkin (Pearl District) and Les 
Blaize (Forest Park) ill-advisedly put 
forward a motion. Convoluted debate 
ended in confusion. Nevertheless, 
it passed, with only Steve Pinger 

(Northwest District Association) and 
Scott Schaffer (Goose Hollow Foot-
hills League) opposed. It should be 
rescinded.

The resolution asserts that Pinger, 
a NWNW board member, created 
an unsafe environment for a junior 
NWNW staff member, and that Allan 
Classen of the NW Examiner singled 
out this person, thereby exacerbating 
the situation. No objective evidence 
supporting these assertions has been 
produced.

I have scrutinized the relevant 
articles in the September and Octo-
ber 2021 issues of the Examiner. 
Although Classen’s reporting fea-
tures a photo of an NWNW staff per-
son, it does not otherwise reference, 
characterize or impugn this person. 
No evidence has been offered to 
demonstrate that Pinger and/or Clas-
sen disparaged or harmed an NWNW 
staff person. Ironically, NWNW’s 
own resolution publicly identifies 
and characterizes a junior employee.

The resolution states that Classen 
is not welcome to attend NWNW 
meetings, is barred from attending 
them, and NWNW will cease doing 
business with the Examiner. By 
these actions, the NWNW board is 
muzzling the Examiner’s sole jour-
nalist while sanctioning his news-
paper business. The assertions are 
based on unsupported yet widely 
published claims that could bring 
financial and reputational harm to 
Classen.

Meanwhile, NWNW’s Executive 
Director Mark Sieber has asserted 
that NWNW is not subject to Ore-
gon statutes regarding meetings 
and executive sessions. Yet NWNW 
receives virtually all of its funding 
from the public purse and NWNW’s 
board is entirely served by unpaid 
representatives drawn from the coa-
lition’s 11 neighborhoods. Perhaps 
Sieber should manage staffing issues 
more effectively, dust off a copy of 
Oregon’s statutes, respect freedom of 
the press and not let others take the 
fall.

Kal Toth
SW Fifth Ave.

Backbone appreciated
Your newspaper has been an out-
standing source of information on 
what is happening in Northwest 
Portland and the urban area. Being 
in commercial real estate, my favor-
ite section is the development map, 
with information and an update on 
new projects.

However, I have come to appreciate 
your firm backbone and having the 
guts to stand up for what is right. I 
enjoyed the Glittergate articles and 
applaud your stance with the North-
west coalition board.

Mark D. Barry
SW Clifton St.

Good news, bad news
I can always count on good news 
and bad news in the monthly NW 
Examiner. In this month’s issue, the 
bad news is the continued path to 
ruin by the Neighbors West-North-
west coalition of neighborhood 
associations eager to devolve from a 
nationally recognized (at one time) 
grass roots democratic forum to an 
authoritarian and intolerant social 
justice agency. The latest is that the 
majority of the coalition board seeks 
to bar from public proceedings those 
who have the audacity to want to 
report coalition and staff malfea-
sance and censorship both in public 
hearings and behind the scenes, 
including the cobbling of a public 
record of proceedings that bears lit-
tle resemblance to reality.  

What happens 
when you’re not 
Portland Polite?

Here’s a wild one: A group of neigh-
borhood associations on the west 
side of Portland have decided to 
ban the editor of the neighborhood 
newspaper from their meetings. And 
the editor in question, Allan Clas-
sen of the NW Examiner, isn’t happy 
about it. It makes for some amusing 
reading on newsstands throughout 
Northwest Portland.

That’s a problem with neighborhood 
associations. They carry out a public 
function with taxpayer money, but 
after a while they turn into dysfunc-
tional social clubs. And boy, do they 
ever have thin skins.

Allan Classen is a bulldog of a report-
er with an excellent track record for 
accuracy. I’m not privy to what is 
involved in this dispute, but I know 
Allan to have utmost integrity and 
care for the turf he covers.

bojack2.com/2021/11/what-hap-
pens-when-youre-not-portland.html

Paintings • Frames • Furniture 
Decorative items • Carpets • Fixtures

After almost forty years in The Pearl, Painting 
Restoration Studio and The Cultured Pearl are 

closing. We are having a GIANT SALE
 of all manner of good stuff!

December 9 through 31 • 11am-4pm
Items added Daily  •  Closed Monday & Tuesday

1110 NW Flanders St   •   503-226-4262
Masks Required

The 
Cultured Pearl

CLOSING
SALE

 Cont’d on page 6



Northwest Examiner, DECEMBER 2021  /   nwexaminer.com6

LETTERS

HISTORIC
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503.223.2200
Jim Brunke 
Real Estate

The Overton Center 
1308 NW 20th 

The Gadsby 
1306 NW Hoyt Street 
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Here’s to your health!
More than 200 collective years of orthopedic 

physical therapy experience to help you stay  

on tracks, hills, courts, and dance floors!

Our practice begins with you.

Conveniently located 2 blocks from the MAC 

with complimentary parking at our front door.
West Portland  
Physical Therapy 
Clinic  llc

1630 SW Morrison Street  |  (503) 227-7774  |  www.wpptc.com

An independent physical therapist owned and operated practice

Fortunately, the board’s feeble and 
desperate attempts to marginalize one 
of the city’s and neighborhood’s most 
respected voices only succeeds in 
causing outrage among neighbors who 
value the First Amendment and trans-
parency. This reader anticipates the 
Examiner’s future disinfecting with 
sunlight the further shenanigans of the 
NWNW board and its staff.

The Examiner’s reporting on the 
AdoptOneBlock program is the good 
news.  It is inspiring to see neighbors 
volunteering to clean up their city one 
block at a time, slowly bringing back 
urban livability and even providing 
less fortunate neighbors the opportu-
nity to achieve a true sense of accom-
plishment and pride. It is hopeful that 
neighbors can better their neighbor-
hood without having to negotiate the 
“woke” orthodoxy of certain neighbor-
hood groups.  

Len Stevens
SW St. Clair Ave.

Pronoun distraction
I attended the November Neighbors 
West-Northwest Zoom meeting, most 
of which was spent discussing a 
previous meeting. The “hostile envi-
ronment” that brought this all about 
was an observer declining to identify 
a pronoun of choice. In an environ-
ment where folks are trying to display 
sensitivity to gender issues, it seems 

confrontational to publicly require 
compliance. Declining to identify a 
pronoun of choice publicly should 
be sensitively discussed in private. 
The hostile environment began with 
the public confrontation, not with the 
response to it.

In a Zoom meeting, pronouns can be 
voluntarily offered as one enters the 
meeting. The protocol in many profes-
sional meetings has been a beginning 
announcement that people put their 
names, affiliation and pronouns in 
the “name tag,” and if anyone doesn’t 
know how to do that they can pri-
vately message the person running 
the chat. This would eliminate verbal 
introductions and save meeting time 
for public input.

Those not offering pronouns can be 
addressed by using their names where 
a pronoun may otherwise be used. 
The most frustrating thing is to see 
the whole group distracted by this 
issue when there are many issues in 
the neighborhoods that need to be 
addressed.

Life is a hostile environment. Let’s be 
kind to one another. There are many 
ages and cultures of people involved 
in our neighborhood associations. 
Please concentrate on the things 
we have in common and not create 
unnecessary divisions that could 
be addressed privately with gentle 
reminders and education. 

Kathy Sharp
NW Northrup St.

Nextdoor.com posts
Bob Weinstein
• Northwest - Wallace Park
Portland taxpayer-funded agency 
attacks freedom of the press. 

U.S. Constitution, Amendment 1: “Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.”

Oregon Constitution, Article 1, Section 
8:  Freedom of speech and press: “No 
law shall be passed restraining the free 
expression of opinion, or restricting the 
right to speak, write, or print freely on 
any subject whatever; but every person 
shall be responsible for the abuse of 
this right.”

In 2017, Donald Trump, tweeted that 
the nation’s news media “is the enemy 
of the American people.”

Trump’s efforts to suppress freedom 
of the press has apparently now come 
home to roost right here in Portland. 
According to the above recent article in 
the NW Examiner, the board of Neigh-
bors West-Northwest has banned pub-
lisher Allan Classen and “all NW Exam-
iner representatives from attending their 
meetings based on the complaint of 
an employee.” The employee not only 
seems to have made some scurrilous 
accusations about Classen’s character; 
the board apparently felt that the pres-
ence of Classen at their meetings—held 
on Zoom!—created a “hostile work envi-
ronment” for that employee.

That is not only absurd, it is an outrage 
and a dangerous attack on the freedom 
of the press to report on how local/
state/federal governments, as well as 
taxpayer-funded nonprofits like Neigh-
bors West-Northwest, are conducting 
their business.

And the board’s action must not stand. 
Can you imagine if Congress, the 
governor, the state legislature and/or 
the Portland mayor and City Council 
started singling out which news media 
were allowed to cover their meetings 
and which would be banned because 
an elected official or an employee did 
not like the reporting? Which media 
outlets would be left?

I am writing to Mayor Ted Wheeler 
and City Council members urging them 
to look into this matter, and to consid-
er suspending any public funds being 
transmitted to Neighbors West-North-
west until such time as the board 
rescinds its action and allows the 
press- any press- to attend its meetings.  

I hope you will consider doing the 
same. Support freedom of the press!

Jan Newton
• Pearl District North
Bob, thank you for writing this lengthy 
and thoughtful post on the article in 
today’s NW Examiner. I thought my 

head was going to explode when I 
read the article today, and I’m still 
just fuming. Our tax money is funding 
this neighborhood group, Neighbors 
West-Northwest, and they’ve banned 
the press from attending their meet-
ings! Which take place via Zoom, and 
yet Allan Classen’s presence has some-
how threatened a staff member!? What 
the heck!

The organization’s membership must 
be totally replaced with serious people 
who can work collaboratively on the 
very real and serious problems that 
confront our neighborhoods. And who 
don’t spend precious time and taxpay-
er dollars figuring out what pronouns 
they want to use to refer to themselves. 
Sheesh!

Connie McClellan
• Northwest District - Slabtown
Yes, I found this pretty shocking as 
well. Even if Allan said or did some-
thing that hurt someone’s feelings, 
surely there would be myriad other 
ways to respond before going full-bore 
unconstitutional! Looks very suspi-
cious, as if NWNW needed an excuse 
to 1) get away from his reporting in 
general and 2) generally remove the 
monitoring and input of the obstreper-
ous public from their doings.

Susan Andrews
• Forest Park
Actually it might be good if another side 
of this story was shared here. There has 
been a series of articles sharing misin-
formation and attacking the staff which 
contributes to making it unsafe for them 
at work and in the community. Legal 
actions are underway and, no, it is not 
OK for the press to be present when the 
press itself is involved in creating a hos-
tile environment. More is involved than 
“hurt feelings.”

Connie McClellan
I sent a “News Tip” to the Portland 
Tribune to cover this from a neutral 
standpoint. Maybe others here could 
multiply my request. 
Joni Johnson
• Northwest District - Wallace Park
Bottom line— these meetings are sub-
ject to the public open meetings laws. 
Also, this process-focused, interne-
cine fight is navel gazing when there 
are very real neighborhood problems 
that this squabbling leaves no time to 
address. I’ve lived in this neighborhood 
long enough to remember when the 
neighborhood association acted as an 
advocate for issues, not individual egos.

Jan Newton
Joni, you put it perfectly. And this 
navel gazing process has been going on 
for nearly two years. Good grief!

And now they’re talking about legal 
action against one of their own board 
members. Are we, the taxpayers, pay-
ing for that too?! This situation is total-
ly out of control. It’s like a runaway 
committee – with us footing the bill for 
their craziness. Can’t the city put their 
deliberations on hold and stop their 
funding until this is settled?
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mill when it happened 
although he had sus-
pected all along that this 
would be the outcome. 

Sarah Harpole, man-
ager of the Centennial 
Mills project for Pros-
per Portland, told PDNA 
last month, “When that 
committee was disband-
ed, we provided them an 
update of our plans. … 
I believe we were clear 
about how we were mod-
ifying our evaluation cri-
teria.”

“Did that update say you were going to 
release the flour mill as an obligation?” 
asked PDNA Planning and Transporta-
tion Committee member Larry Mazer.

Harpole stumbled in her reply, first 
asking for an associate to assist her and 
finally admitting, “I’d have to go back [to 
review documents].”

Dysert had no such hesitancy.

“They didn’t,” he said firmly.

But in the same breath, he defended 
Harpole against Mazer’s lawyerly ques-
tions.

“Larry, we’re all frustrated, but … it’s 
not doing any good to beat up on Sarah,” 
Dysert said. 

“I’m going to tell you that you’re out 
of line here. Sarah and Prosper are not 
trying to destroy the flour mill.”

“They knew almost six months ago 
that they wanted to destroy the flour 

mill,” Mazer said, 
“and they didn’t 
bother telling any-
body. Then they 
were trying to say 
that you knew 
about it earlier, 
which you didn’t.”

In the remain-
der of the meeting, 
Dysert repeated and 
modified his posi-
tion several times. 
His dilemma was in 
denying blame for 

not informing his board of behind the 
scenes decisions dooming the flour mill 
while also shielding Prosper Portland 
from implications that it broke trust with 
the neighborhood.

“This should not surprise anyone,” 
he said. “They wanted to get rid of this 
property as soon as they could. 

“Do we want to just beat our chests, or 
do we want to be effective?”

Dysert advised his organization to 
“work constructively with the levers 
we have” to make the design of the new 
development as good as it can be.

The sale agreement does not mean 
construction is around the corner. The 
buyers, MLR Ventures LLC, will have 
a 12-month due-diligence period, and 
if they elect to move ahead, another 
12 months to get land-use approvals 
for what they intend to build. Harpole 
said it could take 10 years to build out 
the site. n

Above: David Dysert: “This should not 
surprise anyone. They wanted to get rid 
of this property as soon as they could.”

Right: Larry Mazer: “They knew almost 
six months ago that they wanted to 

destroy the flour mill, and they didn’t 
bother telling anybody.”

The flour mill (center building with water tower on top), is the only remaining structure 
from a complex that was once the primary flour-exporting port in the Pacific Northwest.

“All of a sudden 
they went dark on 
us, and we find out 
something through 
the newspapers.” 
       — Stan Penkin
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Musicians René Berblinger and Olivia Duffy.

Major Sponsors
Dan Volkmer Team   •   Dunken Group

Legacy Good Samaritan Medical Center

Bristol Equities
Chown Hardware

Downtown Self Storage
Holiday Inn Express

Hoyt Street Properties
Jo Rotisserie & Bar

Karen Kelsall
Langley Investment

McMenamins Pubs
Nob Hill Bar & Grill

Northwest District Association
Pearl District Neighborhood Association

R2C/Rain
Wendy Rahm
Walter Weyler

Sponsors

Dickson and Garrett were honored for their work to create 
the Downtown Neighborhood Association Homelessness 
Committee, organize a full-day workshop in 2019 drawing 
people from all sides of the issue and mobilize teams to 
visit and get to know downtown residents living on the 
streets. 

Neighbor’s Keeper Awards
David Dickson  •  Darlene GarrettCommunity Awards 

tradition resumes
Last month’s NW Examiner Community Awards 
night revived a 26-year tradition interrupted last 
year by the pandemic. Seven individuals and one 
organization were honored for their contributions 
to community life in the neighborhoods served 
by the newspaper. 

The 2021 awards night tapped into several recur-
ring themes: the capacity of committed citizens 
to identify the most serious challenges faced by 
their communities and then craft creative solu-
tions, the power of people working together and 
the importance of journalism in connecting peo-
ple to events and ideas that provoke and inspire.

The 2021 event moved to a new venue, Redfox 
Commons, provided without charge by Langley 
Investment.

All photos by Julie Keefe.
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Diana Stuart (left) and Wendy Rahm had some points to make.

Joleen Jensen-Classen greets Page Stockwell enthusiastically.

Friendly House
Holiday Giving  Program

Help us make the holidays brighter for our neighbors. We provide 
gift cards to 250+ older adults and presents for dozens of families. 

Email us at info@fhpdx.orginfo@fhpdx.org if you’d like to contribute gifts or visit  
fhpdx.org/donate fhpdx.org/donate to make a monetary donation.

• Traditional Interior Plaster 
• Venetian Plaster 
• Ornamental Plaster  

• Lathing 
• Stucco 
• EIFS

FRED SHEARER & SONS 
PLASTERING CONTRACTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1916                                                       CCB# 357

8015 SW Hunziker St. 
Tigard, OR 97223 

(503) 520-9991 ext.7618 
plastering@fredshearer.com

Silver co-founded the annual service cele-
brating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birth-
day at Temple Beth Israel the past 14 years. 
He has taught the history of the civil rights 
movement in Oregon and Washington 
schools and in many federal agencies. He is 
a member of Northwest Freedom Singers, 
which he co-founded.

Weyler led a campaign to revive the Down-
town Neighborhood Association, which 
had been dormant for months. In two years 
as DNA’s president, the association has 
blossomed into a broad-based organization 
with eight active committees and an aver-
age monthly attendance of 50. Meetings 
are run in a scrupulously democratic man-
ner in which anyone can be heard.

Homer Williams founded Harbor of Hope 
in 2016 after traveling the country to learn 
how other cities were addressing homeless-
ness. The Navigation Center opened under 
the Broadway Bridge in 2019, so far putting 
550 people on a path to independence. Har-
bor of Hope also provides mobile shower 
and laundry trucks and has launched Home 
Share Oregon to connect low-income people 
with homeowners having extra space.

Homeward Bound 
Award

Harbor of Hope

Glen Downs Justice  
For All Award

Ron Silver 

Founder’s Award
Walter Weyler
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Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

PLAYFUL PET 
EXPERTS FOR 

OVER 30 YEARS.

503.928.6151
2680 NW THURMAN ST.
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Stockwell carried the Northwest District 
Association Safety and Livability Com-
mittee for about 20 years until stepping 
down as chair in 2019. He addressed 
things big and small, from noisy bars 
operating till 2:30 a.m. to graffiti and lit-
ter. His main cause was the garbage haul-
ers waking people up by noisily banging 
metal dumpsters at all hours. He shared 
his better ideas about consolidating gar-
bage routes with a city task force. It punt-
ed on the bigger issue, but at least the 
dumpsters now have rubber lids thanks 
in part to his efforts.

After Sposito inherited her father’s 
apartment building on Northwest Glisan 
Street in 2016, she struggled to fulfill 
his dream of housing for ordinary peo-
ple who live and work in the district. 
When she learned of Kevin Cavanaugh, 
a developer who shared her mission, 
she wanted to give him the property, an 
offer so generous he refused but then 
worked with her to design a 13-unit 
low-rent apartment building for single 
mothers that is about to break ground. 

Fish, who died in 
2020, served on the 
Portland City Coun-
cil for 12 years. In 
2010, he led the creation of the Portland 
Housing Bureau and later spearheaded the 
city’s 10-year plan to end homelessness. He 
also introduced ethics reform to the city, 
creating a structure for the city’s volunteer 
boards and commissions in the wake of 
conflict of interest abuses in formulating 
a Central City policy plan. (Inset: Fish’s 
widow, Patricia Schechter)

Lifetime Achievement
Nick Fish

Unicorn  Award
Deb Sposito

Good Neighbor Award
Page Stockwell

Connie Kirk delivered a special “First Amendment” announcement.

                              Pat Rumer was thrilled to see her daughter, Deb Sposito, honored.
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Kneuven. “Are you considered a pro-
fessional, expert or person of signif-
icant knowledge in the subject you 
would like to present to the board?

“What are the circumstances which 
in your opinion make your insights 
an imperative item which needs to be 
addressed at the expense of our pub-
lished agenda items?

“Answers to these questions could 
render your question moot. Please 
respond with complete answers to my 
questions, and I will review and advise 
you of my decision. 
Until these ques-
tions are answered 
satisfactorily, I am 
unable to fully eval-
uate your request.”

Needless to say, 
Kneuven was not 
given time to speak 
at the November 
meeting.

Barker himself 
never faced such a 
gauntlet. In 2020, 
his name was placed 
on a slate of officers, 
which was adopted unanimously with-
out candidate speeches or discussion of 
their qualifications.

The climate at coalition meetings 
is different now. Deep fissures rive 
NWNW as it faces the most serious 
public controversy in its 47-year his-
tory, brought on by its decisions to 
discipline Northwest District Associ-
ation representative Steve Pinger and 
then to ban this reporter from its public 
meetings.

Kneuven has little confidence that 
the Dec. 8 annual meeting and board 
election will provide adequate oppor-
tunity to lay out his goals and reasons 
for running. But there are other ways 
to reach the 11 electors, the representa-
tives of the neighborhood associations 
in the coalition who decide who will 
lead them.

He has talked to most 
of the coalition board 
members privately and 
believes they want a 
change from investi-
gations, acrimony and 
general dysfunction so 
severe that a consulting 
firm hired to guide the 
board quit midstream, 
vowing to do no more 
work for the organiza-
tion until it addressed 
its internal problems.

Kneuven is revealing 
no names, but “several 
neighborhoods are hav-
ing conversations about 

pulling out of the coalition,” he told 
the NW Examiner. “I believe there is 
significant frustration with both issues 
that are consuming the board’s energies 
as well as the processes being used.”

Those issues are the proposed dis-
cipline of Pinger and banning of the 
Examiner.

Kneuven, the alternate coalition rep-
resentative for his neighborhood, has 
not been an insider, having attended 
only three recent board meetings.

“Although involved in my neighbor-
hood for 20 years,” he 
said, “it was a visit 
to my hometown last 
summer that was the 
initial inspiration. 
My hometown is a 
typical Midwestern 
river town. Very blue 
collar, with a histo-
ry dating back to the 
early 19th century. 
It was a proud com-
munity that enjoyed 
first-class schools and 
broad-based commu-
nity involvement. 

“Today, it’s struggling to survive. 
Roads have deteriorated. The down-
town is a collection of vacant buildings. 
Absentee landlords make tenants live in 
squalor. Opioid addiction is rampant. It 
leads the state in child endangerment 
and child poverty. It’s as tragic as it is 
heartbreaking. And I was helpless to do 
anything about it.”

 “That visit forced me to ask myself 
some difficult questions about my role 
in making a difference here in Portland, 
where I’ve lived for the past 24 years. 
Portland is facing numerous challeng-
es. I can watch the city deteriorate with 
graffiti, crime, trash, and homelessness, 
or I can participate in finding solutions. 
If I want to see our city rebound, it is 
incumbent upon me to step up and 
engage. I believe that a group of neigh-
borhoods, working together, can make 

a difference, and I want to be a part 
of inspiring renewed engagement and 
improving livability beyond my own 
neighborhood association.”

While Kneuven has not been a coa-
lition insider, he has experience in 
analyzing organizational performance. 
He sold consulting services to improve 
“team and personal effectiveness to 
companies, including Google, Nike, 
AT&T and McKesson. 

“The board lacks focus, being mired 
in a controversy stemming from a 
visioning process,” he said. “That con-
troversy has polarized the coalition and 
alienated members to the extent that it 
has become a struggle of personalities.

“Tragically, the purpose of the coali-
tion has been lost in all of this. Instead 
of 11 neighborhoods teaming togeth-
er to confront complex issues, it has 
devolved into a struggle for power on 
the one hand and accountability on 
the other. Consequently, the needs of 
neighborhoods (like addressing home-
lessness and crime prevention) are 
being pushed to the margins.

“Of course, there are procedural 
things that on the surface appear pain-
fully tedious. In reality, those proce-
dures ensure the representative nature 
of the coalition. 

Kneuven offered some examples:

• Votes are taken without board mem-
bers being able to speak with their 
neighborhood associations; 

• Board members are asked to approve 
resolutions without being given a full 
accounting of the issues involved; 

• The current president acts unilater-

ally, exercising power he doesn’t have; 

• Agendas are built to deny members 
the opportunity to question or seek 
clarification; and 

• The board receives advice designed to 
limit participation.

“There is no place for unilateral 
actions in a representative system. Fail-
ing this, we are failing the neighbor-
hoods we are bound to represent, and 
we are failing our obligation to our 
neighbors.”

Kneuven does not accept the coali-
tion’s decision to ban the Examiner.

“I am a firm believer in an open 
and free press. I believe a public body 
should welcome that scrutiny. The coa-
lition bylaws make no allowance for 
unilateral action. The action that ban-
ished the Examiner was inconsistent 
with the original motion, is in violation 
of Oregon public meeting laws and is a 
potential violation of First Amendment 
rights. Therefore, it is null.”

His more middle-of-the-road plat-
form contrasts with NWNW’s current 
march toward becoming primarily a 
social diversity agency, possibly mak-
ing its neighborhood representatives 
only a subset of a more broadly selected 
board.

“It is my intention to return the coa-
lition to the business of supporting the 
neighborhoods,” he said. “We have an 
obligation to the city, to neighborhoods 
and to taxpayers to return to the busi-
ness of solving problems and inspiring 
engagement.” n

Eastside HQ
3121 SE Division St.

Pearl Office
937 NW Glisan St #115
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Rick Kneueven

“It is my intention 
to return the 
coalition to the 
business of 
supporting the 
neighborhoods.” 
     —Rick Kneuven
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Keeping it in the bubble

By AllAn ClAssen

To local neighborhood activists, the board 
of Neighbors West-Northwest would seem 
to be the A team. Composed of presidents 

or top lieutenants from 11 neighborhood asso-
ciations in the inner Westside, the NWNW coa-
lition commands a city-funded staff and offers 
the opportunity to combine grass-roots forces on 
issues too difficult or broad for singular action.

Yet over the years, this body has become a 
backwater, a petty bureaucracy little known in 
the communities it serves and exerting mini-
mal political influence. Board members often 
describe attendance at its monthly board meet-
ings as an odious chore to be pushed off onto 
uninitiated surrogates.

Scott Schaffer, president of the Goose Hollow 
Foothills League, joked to his board that he man-
aged to find others to cover for him in two of the 
prior three months.

One of his unprepared fill-ins was Vadim 
Mozyrsky, a GHFL board member who is running for 
Portland City Council.

“That was so painful,” Mozyrsky said of the September 
NWNW session. “I will never, ever go to another meeting 
you send me to.”

In October, Tiffany Hammer attended for GHFL and 
she also pledged to never return. 

“They’re just unable to accomplish anything,” Hammer 
said. “They’re just arguing among themselves.”

Darlene Garrett resigned from her position as the 
Downtown Neighborhood Association’s representative 
to NWNW in October after expressing fear that she was 
unprepared for the complex, litigious thicket she had 
stepped into.

Chuck Duffy of the Northwest District Association, 
who observed the September NWNW meeting, called it 
“about the worst meeting I’ve ever sat in on. It’s beyond 
pathetic.”

Those are only the most recent comments on point. It’s 
not a new picture.

Three years ago, Barry Newman of the Forest Heights 
Neighborhood Association described NWNW meetings as 
so intolerable he felt like a trapped animal trying to chew 
off a limb to get free.

Moments of drama captured in these comments are 
surrounded by nondescript hours dwelling on micro-de-
tailed staff reports on insurance, budgets or compliance 
with administrative city rules. The tedium may be the 
greater danger: Meetings can be so nondescript that coa-
lition board members seldom report what’s going on to 
their own neighborhood associations. Affiliated neighbor-
hood associations may go months or even years without a 
report of any kind on what Neighbors West Northwest is 
doing or how it might affect their own association. 

The one representative who has taken his reporting 
duty seriously, Steve Pinger of the Northwest District 
Association, is under investigation by the board for “dom-
inating” meeting time, “relitigating” matters supposedly 
decided earlier, raising questions about the roles of staff 
and the official minutes. Pinger is the one coalition board 
member who has explained the shifting mission and prac-
tices of the coalition to his own association and asked for 
its guidance. That kind of attention to his responsibilities 
has made him an outcast on an NWNW board where offi-
cers give orders and most of the others quietly fall in line.

While coalition meetings dwell on minutiae and staff 
presentations, major controversies may not even get on 
the agenda. NWNW President Richard Barker, who also 
chairs the Linnton Neighborhood Association, had no 
room for an NWNW update on the agenda of Linnton’s 
November board meeting. 

It’s not as if there was nothing to say. Since the previ-
ous Linnton meeting, Barker had overseen the coalition’s 
reaction to two critical Examiner cover stories, which 
detailed the banning of a journalist and a coalition board 
member and a consulting firm backing out of its contract 

with NWNW due to the board’s dysfunction. Barker 
deemed none of this of interest to his neighborhood board.

At the October Pearl District Neighborhood Asso-
ciation meeting, board President and coalition Vice 
President Stan Penkin rebuffed repeated requests to 
share news about NWNW. The night before, Penkin had 
delivered a resolution banning the Examiner from future 
coalition meetings, but to his own board, all he would say 
was “it’s very complicated” and “it’s not something that I 
feel at liberty to talk about right now.” 

A month later, he apologized for not being more can-
did. Nothing was said about his decision to take such 
drastic action without the input or knowledge of his own 
neighborhood association. 

Melanie Billings-Yun, president of Southwest Hills 
Residential League, drafted a letter for NWNW approval 
that was so damning that even a board that later voted 
to ban me considered it too harsh. But at the November 
SWHRL board meeting, the entire topic was ignored.

If the neighborhood boards that form the coalition 
aren’t made aware of what happens at NWNW, even those 
who sit around the figurative NWNW board table are 
regularly kept in the dark. The November NWNW agenda 
had no room for mention of shutting a reporter off from 
attendance. The day before that meeting, Barker issued an 
order banning me, claiming he was enacting an earlier res-
olution but using novel language allowing other Examiner 
representatives to participate.

How did Barker get the authority to write his own 
compromise? He didn’t bring it up at the board meeting 
the following day, and no one on the board said anything. 
Only in the last two minutes of the meeting, reserved for 
public comment, did the topic arise.

Downtown resident Connie Kirk, a former journalist, 
delivered a prepared statement before Barker advised that 
her time was up eight seconds short of two minutes.

“What I find deeply concerning in a democracy,” Kirk 
said, “is that you made a unilateral decision to cut off a 
critical news source that affects our daily lives. The NW 
Examiner is a paper that covers your decisions as a body 
under the auspices of the city of Portland under Oregon 
statutes. I’d like to know if Commissioner [Jo Ann] Hard-
esty, Mayor [Ted] Wheeler and the entire City Council 
approve of banning of freedom of the press.

“I think that you should be aware that this story is not 
just about the 27 people here. This has very big implica-
tions.”

Records request
The Examiner submitted a public records request to 

NWNW on Nov. 16 for all emails and other communica-
tions to and from staff and board members mentioning 
Classen or the Examiner. Two days later, Barker replied, 
“We will consider your request and address it as time 
allows.”

When reminded that the standard turnaround time 
under Oregon law is seven days, Barker wrote that city 
guidelines allow coalitions to “control the time and man-
ner of inspection of records.”

“We will be providing you with your requested records 
upon completion of the Executive Committee’s review,” 
he wrote. “We will process your request as expeditious-
ly as possible but not within the seven days you have 
demanded.” n

Coalition has meager contact with member associations

1122 NW Glisan St, Portland
503.295.7336

get ready to gather

prepare for the holiday season

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

Mark Sieber                                     Richard Barker                                   Melanie Billings-Yun
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By Fred leeson

The drama over demolition of the 
old Yamaguchi Hotel, later used as 
the first Blanchet House of Hospi-

tality, didn’t end with the City Council’s 
decision in July to allow demolition of 
the 116-year-old building at 340 NW 
Glisan St.

The council’s ruling was appealed to 
the state Land Use Board of Appeals by 
two preservation organizations and the 
Japanese American Museum of Oregon. 
Their first motion was to stay the dem-
olition while a full appeal could occur 
that attacked the council’s grounds for 
allowing demolition.

As Yogi Berra, the great Yankee catch-
er allegedly said, “It ain’t over till it’s 
over.”  Except now it is getting closer. 

Pretrial negotiations led to a settlement 
in which the Blanchet House, a nonprofit 
that provides food, housing and aid those 
in need, agreed to save elements of the 
old building before demolition. The piec-
es ostensibly can be incorporated into a 
new structure on the same site, or used 
elsewhere as part of a historic display.

The settlement states:

“At its sole cost and expense, Blanchet 
House will use all commercially rea-
sonable methods and best management 
practices in the demolition of the 340 NW 
Glisan St. building to preserve the follow-
ing historical elements of the Building:

• Exterior building doors and frames on 
Glisan Street Frontage, including tran-
soms;

• Wood components of ground-floor 
storefront system on Glisan Street front-
age, including frames and sills;

• Wood components of upper level win-
dows on Glisan Street frontage, including 
frames, sills, sashes, arched header and 
interior casings;

• Iron columns immediately behind the 
Glisan Street ground floor storefront;

• At least 100 original bricks.

As part of the settlement, the Land Use 
Board of Appeals will reimburse Restore 
Oregon and the Architectural Heritage 
Center for $5,000 in legal fees.

It is easy to say the settlement nets 
only bits and pieces of what the appel-
lants originally wanted. On the other 
hand, it amounts to a “win” in that some 
of the historic fabric will be saved—a 
result that went beyond the City Coun-
cil’s ruling.

During its tenure as the Yamaguchi 
Hotel, the building was a beacon for Jap-
anese residents, who during its 25-year 
span were subjected to immigration 
restrictions and bans and were prevented 
from buying or owning property.

Oddly, the Blanchet House, a respected 
nonprofit with an excellent reputation for 
its work, apparently knew little or nothing 

about the Japanese history associated with 
the building.  The structure is listed as 
a contributing element in the 10-square-
block Portland New Chinatown/Japan-
town National Historic District.

“The settlement agreement is better 
than if no appeal had been initiated,” 
said Larry Kojaku, a board member of the 
Architectural Heritage Center. 

He added, however, that a better long-
term solution would be for the city to not 
consider demolishing a historic land-
mark without assessing the comparative 
value of a proposed building to replace 
it. That is the standard recommended by 
the Oregon State Historic Preservation 
Office.

Ironically, Blanchet House went 
through that exact procedure when it 
persuaded the city to demolish another 
building in the historic district to make 
way for the new (current) Blanchet House 

adjacent to the old one. 

In this case, the Blanchet House did 
not offer a specific proposal in return for 
demolition.  At one point, it did suggest 
building a community health center on 
the site, but there was no assurance that 
the old building would be more than 
vacant land for the foreseeable future.

At the City Council’s direction, Blan-
chet House is continuing to meet with 
a committee of historians and neigh-
borhood leaders to discuss what should 
happen at the old Blanchet House site. 
In an ideal world, they would find a way 
to rehabilitate the building so it could 
provide a community health center and 
more housing for the Blanchet clientele. 

This article is reprinted with permis-
sion from Building on History, a blog by 
Fred Leeson. To join the mailing list, write 
“add me” to fredleeson@hotmail.com


Revisiting the  

Yamaguchi Hotel

The historic Blanchet House at 340 NW Glisan St. may soon be reduced to a 
few artifacts.

Going Back
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THE SUSAN EMMONS
The shell of the historic Ballow & Wright Building, 
1727 NW Hoyt St., is exposed as construction 
begins on The Susan Emmons, a 146-unit afford-
able apartment building to its north and a smaller 
market-rate building to the south. In 2014, the City 
Council denied demolition of the 1918 building 
erected as a women’s hospital and managed by a 
woman who was also a key figure in the found-
ing of the Oregon Health & Science University 
nursing school.

NORTHWEST LIBRARY
Multnomah County has purchased a new site for the 
Northwest Library at 2030 NW Pettygrove St. A commu-
nity engagement process to guide the design and func-
tion of the space will begin next fall. The 10,000-square-
foot space is more than twice the size of the current 
branch library at 2300 NW Thurman St.

NW 29TH AND NICOLAI
A cluster of seven residential buildings is planned 
for the corner of Northwest 29th and Nicolai streets 
where the Northwest Children’s Theater had planned 
to build before the COVID pandemic. All buildings 
will be under 20 units apiece to avoid triggering a 
requirement to include a share of affordable units, 
a strategy Northwest District Association Planning 
Committee member John Czarnecki strongly criti-
cized.

QUIMBY TOWNHOMES
Nine townhouses and one studio apartment are to 
replace a one-story industrial building at 1520 NW 
20th Ave. Skylab Architects is proposing a design 
that allows windows on all four sides of the town-
houses. Each townhouse will have four levels plus 
a rooftop deck. There will be nine off-street parking 
stalls at mid-block.

ESCO PROPERTY
Owners of the 22-acre former ESCO property between 
Northwest Upshur and Nicolai streets are waiting on the 
city’s slow-moving process to reconsider land-use policy 
and zoning in this area. The latest study draft from the 
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability favors medium- 
and high-density mixed use development that includes 
residential structures. Warren Rosenfeld, a member of 
the local owners group calling itself 1535 LLC, said they 
have no specific plans three years after the acquisition. 
“Our ultimate goal is flexibility,” he said.

BLOCKS 261-262
A new developer has stepped into the Blocks 261-
262 project at Northwest 20th and Savier streets 
but with few changes from a design criticized by 
both the Northwest District Association and the 
Portland Design Commission last summer. Re-
specting the landmark St. Patrick Church imme-
diately east by reducing the proposed structure’s 
height and providing a pocket park between them 
are key issues in the approval process.

   Proposed    Under Review   In Construction      Other
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Mail $50 check to NW Examiner, 2825-C NW Upshur St., Portland OR 97210.

Subscription form

OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay through PayPal

The subscription 
drive continues. 
Our goal is 1,000 
subscr ipt ions 
in the first year. 
We have about 
200 to go.

Merry Christmas!

Please fill out the form and mail in a 
check for $50 to:

NW Examiner
2825 NW Upshur St., #C

Portland, OR 97210
OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwest-
examiner and pay $5 a month though 
PayPal.
Your editor and publisher,

Allan Classen

Subscribe this month and receive the NW 
Examiner delivered down your chimney by 
Santa and his reindeer helper.*
*A preposterous claim suitable only for marketing 
purposes.
However, agents of the U.S. Postal Service

will be dispatched to your address 
should the holiday duo miss the 

mark.
And a sincere Thank You to all 
who have subscribed and do-
nated to keep the NW Examiner 
alive and well. 
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 Going Out

December CleanUp on the 3rd Saturday this Month!!!
Dec 18, 9am – 10am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email mikayla@nwportlandhostel.com.  

Escape to Nature on Mt Hood 

Yurts (heated) & Camping
2-bedroom cabin 

1-hour drive from Portland, 
near hiking trails & skiing 

www.zigzagmountainfarm.com
503-922-3162        #zigzagmtnfarm

Now Open 
7 Days a Week!

Enjoy our covered
Courtyard & Firepit

Thu – Mon  7am – 11pm
www.hostelcafepdx.com

1810 NW Glisan St 
503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

Nob Hill Bar & Grill
937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616
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NOBBY NEWS 

BURGER
COUNT
1,273,570

Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s winner is Charles Dipasquale

Yo, Jerry! . . .
Perhaps you’ve seen 

him over the years 
passively observing the 
23rd Ave scene from 
just inside the Nob Hill 
Bar & Grill window.

In the spirit of commu-
nity, Jerry is offering 
his new information 
service, Yo, Jerry!

Info will be limited to 
goings on in Nobbys 
and outside at North-
west 23rd and Lovejoy 
streets.

Callers are asked to be specif-
ic, i.e., “Yo, Jerry. Is Ron still 
talking?”

“Yo, Jerry! is K-man still in the 
closet?”

“Yo, Jerry! Has the streetcar 

gone by?”

All things Nobbys are fair game.

“Yo, Jerry! Is the best breakfast 
in Portland still being served at 
Nobby’s?”

Like a modern day sphynx, Jerry 
observes and answers.

BAR & GRILL       1900 NW 27THBAR & GRILL       1900 NW 27TH

By AllAn ClAssen

Builders will bend your ear with 
stories of how difficult it is to 
do a project in the city of Port-

land. The approval process can be long, 
unpredictable and expensive.

If a restaurateur or retailer wants to 
do business in the street, however, per-
mits are free, rules lax, inspections non-
existent and pretty much anything goes.

It’s a loophole big enough to drive a 
train through, and in fact, that’s approx-
imately what one restaurant plans to do. 
Langbaan, an Eastside Thai restaurant 
adding a second location in the old 
Ataula space, 1818 NW 23rd Place, is 
building a likeness of a railroad car in 
the parking lane and no red flags have 
gone up at City Hall.

It’s part of the Portland Bureau of 
Transportation’s Healthy Businesses 
Program, and if this project skirts a few 
of the rules, no one has noticed because 
a program with no permit fees has no 
revenues with which to hire inspectors.

Art Pearce, manager of the program, 
believes everyone wins when business-
es find alternative uses for streets.

“Both participants in the program 
as well as Portlanders at large have 
been overwhelmingly supportive of 
this as something that’s been a positive 
outcome of an otherwise very terrible 

year,” Pearce told the Northwest Park-
ing Stakeholders Advisory Committee 
in July.

“The more standards we create, the 
more city staff we create to enforce 
those standards, so I think it’s just some 
question about return on investment,” 
he said.

That approach drew considerable 
pushback from the committee. Karen 
Karlsson was bothered that the absence 
of design or structural standards had 
produced an “eclectic and haphazard” 
mix of installations.

“What I don’t like about some of them 
is they’re just too permanent looking, 
and others are too impermanent look-
ing,” Karlsson said.

And nothing at the time she spoke 
was close to as permanent looking as the 
Langbaan “train car.”

It has a sloped roof, double-hung win-
dows, electrical wiring and presumably 
will have doors when finished.

“It looks like a mobile home,” said 
Tom DiChiara, principal in Cairn Pacific 
LLC, a major developer of the Slabtown 
area.

“A few of our tenants are working on 
permanent structure designs to replace 
the temporary COVID shelters they built 
during the heat of the pandemic,” he 
continued. “We’ve been hearing from 

the city about ‘permanence,’ and these 
structures needing to be more integrat-
ed with the buildings they abut and 
serve. We expect that design review will 
require good materials, good design, no 
plastic and integration with their con-
text. That is what we are asking of our 
tenants also.”

However, “I don’t see how this one 
does any of those things,” DiChiara said.

Rick Michaelson, a developer and 
chair of the Parking SAC, doubts it even 
meets the city’s bare-bones rules for 
street seating. 

Those rules include a 6-foot height 
limit toward the curb and 3-foot maxi-
mum toward the traffic lane. Structures 
must be removed for city leaf collection.

Earlier city rules for outdoor restau-
rant enclosures required two sides to 
remain open to reduce COVID trans-
mission. 

Is the Healthy Businesses Program all 
about the economic health of businesses 
rather than the physical health of the 
public?

A PBOT spokesperson was given the 
opportunity to comment, but did not. 
The Bureau of Development Services, 
which approved the electrical permit 
for the Langbaan structure, told the NW 
Examiner that “PBOT’s rules govern 
the placement of temporary structures 
in the right-of-way; BDS has nothing to 
add to PBOT’s response.”

Where is this train going?
Temporary street seating looking more permanent

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com

The structure on Northwest 23rd Place across from the Food Front parking lot is 
to be completed this month.
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2420 NW Marshall Street • Portland
503.446.1080

NorthWestPlaceSeniorLiving.com

CARF-ACCREDITED 
INDEPENDENT LIVING RESIDENCES

VIBRANT SENIOR LIVING IN A BOUTIQUE SETTINGVIBRANT SENIOR LIVING IN A BOUTIQUE SETTING

A N SRG  S E N I O R L I V IN G C O M M U N I T Y E Q UA L HOUSING OPP OR T UNI T Y

Home for the Holidays 
OPEN HOUSE 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11THTH

1:00-3:00PM1:00-3:00PM
To RSVP, please call 503.446.1080.

Join us as we 
celebrate the holidays 
with seasonal cheer!

Enjoy beautiful holiday décor and 
festive entertainment as you experience 

the lifestyle at our beautiful, 
vibrant senior living community. 

Find out for yourself why so many 
call NorthWest Place home.

‘Tis theSeason
   to be merry!

Schedule online @: 

www.esautoworks.com
          503.221.2411
              509 NW Everett St
              Open M-F  7am-6pm

Expires 01/01/2021

$10 off anything over $100

$25 off anything over $250

$50 off anything over $500

SAVE WHERE IT COUNTS!WINTER  WINTER  
IS COMING!IS COMING!

OFFER EXPIRES ON 12/04/2021

A delivery truck for a long-defunct grocery chain chugs up West 

Burnside Street at Ninth Avenue in this 1967 photo. 

 Portland Archives A2012-005

A foot bridge in City Park, which later became Washington Park, in about 1907.  City of Portland Archives, A2004-002.575

Going Out Briefs . . .

The former Boke Bowl space at Northwest 18th and Northrup streets will become 
TWO ZONE CHICKEN (above), a “chicken pub” founded in South Korea in 2007. 

HUNGRY HERO DESSERT CO., a Sherwood bakery, opened a second outlet at 433 
NW 10th Ave., in October.

XLB, a “Chinese comfort food” restaurant founded in 2017, closed its Slabtown loca-
tion on Northwest Raleigh Street recently.

Going Back
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Sections of two streets 
will permanently be 
closed this month: A 
short section of North-
west Couch Street 
between 15th and 16th 
avenues (at bottom of 
photo) and the merge 
lane between Northwest 
15th and 16th avenues 
(at right of photo). The 
closures are part of a 
larger project intended 
to improve pedestrian 
safety.
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 Snapshots

A Portland Police Bureau mission on the North Park Blocks last month led to 
two arrests and confiscation of three guns, “a large amount” of fentanyl pills, 
crack cocaine, stolen property and cash. The mission was in response to “a 
sharp escalation in community and business complaints of increased criminal 
activity concentrated in the North Park Blocks.”

Five traffic barriers at Northwest 18th and Johnson got a coat of bright yellow 

paint last month.

A gas can was found in this SUV, which burned Nov. 7 near Southwest 16th and Mont-gomery streets. The vehicle had no license plates. One fire truck responded.

Last winter, an American elm tree identified by the city as needing mainte-
nance fell across Southwest Park Avenue, blocking two sidewalks and hitting 
a condominium building. The Downtown Neighborhood Association has been 
attempting to get a response from Portland Parks & Recreation on tree mainte-
nance promised when the City Council passed the South Park Blocks Master 
Plan. Last month, City Commissioner Carmen Rubio’s office advised DNA 
President Walter Weyler to contact Urban Forestry Manager Jenn Cairo. “I have 
personally been trying to reach Cairo via email and voicemail for more than 
12 months and would appreciate your suggestion on how best to reach her,” 
Weyler replied.

The rail crossing at Northwest Ninth Avenue near Naito Parkway was 
regraded last month to improve safety. A 65-year-old e-scooter rider fell 
at this crossing two years ago and died later in a hospital. 
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The ELEETE Price Report – The Most Accurate Tool in the Industry

Full Service – Home Preparation Resources

Professional Photography, Video and Marketing

Custom Website Built for Every Seller's Home

Expert Advisors to Generate Multiple Offers 

WHY 
HIRE 
ELEETE?

BUYERS
Two Agents on Deck to get you into New Listings

We Don’t Just Open Doors – We Represent and Protect You

Instant Notification of New Listings Meeting your Parameters

Expert Advisors when it comes to Competing with Multiple Offers

SELLERS

Trock

Ginger Gregory is an outstanding real estate partner. She brings her
own along with the experience of her extended ELEETE Realty team
to locate the right home, in the right place at the right time. Ginger
also helped us prepare and sell our home quickly during a time of
year some would say is slow. If we were lucky, it was because
Ginger made our search and transactions lucky. I cannot recommend
her calm expertise highly enough. This was not our first home or
purchase but has been our quickest and best. The whole ELEETE
Realty team was behind Ginger and supporting us all the way, it was
very satisfactory.

Harold S.

We have been very satisfied customers of Eleete Real Estate for the past
18 yrs. We recently concluded our 5th transaction (2 on the buy-side &
3 on the sell-side). The Eleete Team is the most professional real estate
experts we've had the pleasure of working with.

Teonna H.

Lauren came highly recommended to us from a friend. We had a quick
phone call to trade information, and then officially met at a party
hosted at ELEETE. Lauren set us up with ELEETE's site to start showing
us properties. When we were finally ready, Lauren showed us a few
listings. Lauren was able to walk us through the whole process, from
viewings, to recommending a mortgage broker and answering all our
questions. I highly recommend Lauren when looking for a real estate
agent. Lauren was never pushy or sale-sy, but rather a very personable
and relatable.

 TO VIEW OUR VIDEO 

ON HOW WE WORK

FOR OUR SELLERS 

 

SCAN HERE

TWO AGENTS 
SERVE EVERY CLIENT

COMPLIMENTARY 
CLIENT MOVING TRUCKS

100%

HOMEGROWN

LOCAL

AVERAGE SALES PRICE

$722,751
Portland Metro ELEETE

$571,500

OCTOBER

13
ELEETEPortland Metro

24

AVERAGE MARKET TIME

OCTOBER


