
MARCH 2021/ VOLUME 34, NO. 7                              FREE   SERVING  PORTLAND’S  NORTHWEST  NEIGHBORHOODS  SINCE  1986
IN

SI
DE

 

NWNW
“Digging deep,
Shining a light”

p. 15 
Pearl riot stirs 
help call

 nwexaminer

p. 3 
Zero-sum 
fallacy

p. 9 
Café Nell gets  
city help

William 
Hugh 
Wallace

By AllAn ClAssen

Ciaran Connelly resigned as president of 
the Northwest District Association last 
month, the latest in a spate of resigna-

tions that has reduced the 15-seat board to 
nine members and depleted its Transporta-
tion Committee.

Connelly ended his third term as president 
prematurely after being directed by the board 
to send a letter he found objectionable.

“I am not willing to volunteer my time to 
oppose initiatives that I wholeheartedly sup-
port,” he wrote in a Feb. 24 email.

Neighborhood president quits

The man behind 
Wallace Park

By AllAn ClAssen

Louis Wilhelms was not the 
kind of man who ordinarily 
merits a newspaper obituary. 

His date of death was unknown. 
No survivors have been identified. 
His closest associates didn’t know 
his date of birth. His estate, if there 
was such, was insufficient to cover a 
write-up in the daily paper.

Wilhelms lived across the street 
from the First Unitarian Church in 
a tent. He had been homeless for 25 
of the last 30 years and got around 
in a wheelchair after his legs were 
amputated due to diabetes. 

His homeless neighbor, Charles 
White, described him as a “hippie 
with a big beard and a big belly who 
everybody liked.”

Another friend, Margaret Jessie, 
said he was “a good person who 
would let people into his tent to get 
out of the rain.”

With those sketchy generalities, 
Wilhelms’ death was commemorat-
ed Jan. 13 in a singular service 
officiated by a rabbi, a Unitarian 
minister and an interfaith officiant, 
perhaps the first memorial in which 
the clergy outnumbered the guests 

who knew the departed.

The fact that Wilhelms at last got 
his due owes to the organized com-
passion of Downtown Neighbor-
hood Association volunteers who 
launched the Good Neighbor Pro-
gram last year. Teams of residents 
regularly walk the sidewalks, greet-
ing unhoused people and offering 

Ciaran Connelly 
could not advance 
his positions on 
transportation 
issues

Neighborhood associations blend 
supposedly incompatible themes

Compassion and Order

Cont’d on page 12

Homeless people receive $1 a bag 
to pack up trash, a program of the 
Goose Hollow Foothills League 
underwritten by donations of recy-
clables to BottleDrop. A total of 36 
bags were collected one day in late 
February.    Photo by Matt Erceg

Stephanie Hansen and Debbie 
Poitra serve coffee to unhoused 
residents in Downtown Portland. 
Photo by Wesley Mahan

Story on page 11

Cont’d on page 6
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503-781-3366

The Dan Volkmer Team
Dan Volkmer PrinciPal broker 

burDean barTlem, kishra oTT, marDi DaVis & FriTz benz brokers

licenseD in The sTaTe oF oregon 

Specializing in Historic & Architecturally Significant Homes

See  our  webs i te  a t  www.danvolkmer.com

3154 NW Vaughn Street
This is just what you want a hideaway in Portland to be. Open 
and inviting remodeled home on .29 acre lot that backs up 
to Forest Park nature viewed from most windows. Dine on 
the back “tree house” deck while enjoying the green space 
of the Pacific NW. Plenty of attention to detail in the great 
room concept living: soaring ceilings, custom floor to ceiling 
windows, wood floors, chef’s kitchen, and a luxurious and 
spacious primary suite. Close to both Forest Park trails & NW 
shops & eateries.
3 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, 2,819 Sq. Ft., 2 decks (~600 Sq. Ft.), 
1-car garage. RMLS #21322203 Call for price.

Forest Privacy, Bird song & LePrechaun 
sighting station

WiLLamette heights — airy and Light-FiLLed sPaces

3481 NW Thurman Street
Truly an ideal setting for a new home for people who want to 
be near a hiking, biking, nature trail and yet within walking, 
biking, bus distance of amenities, commute and coffee shops. 
Rarely available, .52-acre lot in coveted Willamette Heights 
neighborhood, where the street ends in birdsong and forest with 
Leif Erikson trail at Forest Park. City required pile-and-tie back 
wall has been embedded in hard rock in place and approved by 
city. Lot is geo-technically ready to build per city engineer.
RMLS #20607783 $325,000.

neW seismic retaining WaLL
vacant Lot With sPectacuLar Location in 

WiLLamette heights

We feel so fortunate to have found you and 
your capable, efficient and professional 

team. There were so many factors that made this 
a seemingly difficult listing — a pandemic, out-
of-state clients, and a house with many “quirks.” 
We can’t imagine how we would have managed 
without you! The Volkmer team’s expertise in the 
NW neighborhood was apparent throughout. 

 — Kimberly and Christian Buss

“

”

3138 NW Verde Vista Terrace
Designer for Hollywood Royalty Michael Czysz created this 
Italianate villa at the end of a quiet road in Kings Heights in 
1996. Interior Designer Nancy Richmond refined the kitchen 
in 2008, making it a chef’s dream and a family fantasy: 
commercial pizza oven and sliding doors that open an entire 
wall into a stone piazza with rock fireplace. The 21’ soaring 
entry leads to all public rooms with loggia looking down 
from second floor landing. Outdoor spaces on all sides give 
big window views of Pacific Northwest forest, birds and 
sunny skies — just 15 steps to the Forest Park Trails system. 
Includes 3 tax lots equaling 1.17 acres of land.
4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, 5,162 Sq. Ft. Sold not listed. 
$1,600,000.

La cucina itaLiana
LittLe tuscany Borders Forest Park

S O L D
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Café Nell an oasis
I’ve always loved the NW Exam-
iner, even when it didn’t love me. 
But I do have to comment on your 
most recent article on Café Nell 
[“Café Nell crushes COVID,” Feb-
ruary 2021], the oasis that Vanessa 
Preston has created in her neighbor-
hood. The idea that friends can con-
nect with other friends and/or fam-
ily members and have found a safe 

place to do this in their own neigh-
borhood is a gift. The money spent 
on this endeavor was significant 
and the benefits ripple throughout 
the whole neighborhood. 

I find interesting the comments 
about loud music because I can’t 
even remember music playing 
when I’ve been there, though maybe 
I’m getting a little hard of hearing. 
I think it would be wonderful if 
every neighborhood in this city had 

a safe place for residents to gather 
in these trying times. 

Homer Williams
NW 13th Ave.

City quiet on violations
I know of no other restaurant that 
has used the pandemic as an excuse 
to expand their 49-seat indoor 
restaurant to a 70-seat outdoor, 

semi-permanent tented space using 
a parking lot that is zoned residen-
tial. Not to mention that all the din-
ers who used to park in the lot are 
now parking on the already crowd-
ed streets of Northwest Portland.  

Vanessa Preston is not just a bad 
neighbor, as this article and her 
neighbors so clearly show; she is 
breaking the law. Her COVID-era 

Cont’d on page 5

Is it all for nothing?

A few years ago, I began 
having trouble “reasoning 
together” with some fellow 

Portlanders, particularly some 
with whom I share many political 
values.

Most notable was my first con-
versation with Suk Rhee in 2017, 
early in her tenure as director 
of the Office of Neighborhood 
Involvement. We sat down for an 
hour-long conversation that was 
cordial throughout, as well as con-
founding. Although she was unfa-
miliar with Portland neighborhood 
associations and their history, 
she was utterly uncurious about 
what she did not know. Nothing 
of past neighborhood association 
victories, pitfalls or lessons I had 
drawn seemed to matter to her. 
She brought a different point of 
view that she never modified that 
day or at many subsequent public 
speaking appearances.

Rhee was not the only one with 
whom I seemed to have lost the 
capacity to engage fruitfully. Was 
it something in the water? A new 
package of views and arguments 
was rising among local activists 
and people in city hall. It was also 
mirrored in the national media.

The social goals advocated were 
familiar to me, but we parted on 
the means to get there. My faith in 
democratic processes, free speech, 
compromise, cooperation and “the 
best ideas” leading to progress 
were passé to this new way of 
thinking. 

What was I missing? It began to 
make sense when I realized that 
they lived in a zero-sum reality. 
There was no such thing as prog-

ress 
for all; 
the gains of one 
group depend on equivalent losses 
by another. Competition and con-
flict are what matters, and the nice-
ties of rules and deliberation are 
just covers for raw self-interest.

This is my interpretation, anyway. 
Advocates of the new way do not 
apply the zero-sum metaphor. 

Which is not to say there were no 
clues. A member of the citizen 
advisory body Rhee appointed to 
oversee the transformation of the 
old neighborhood association pro-
gram into a social equity agency 
said Rhee explained why neigh-
borhood associations were not 
invited to participate in the pro-

cess: If the same groups enjoying 
power and privilege were includ-
ed, they would again dominate the 
discussion. To bring about equity 
(the new term for equality), those 
on top would have to be held back 
so those on the bottom could gain 
ground.

I-win-you-lose is an ancient 
approach buried under centuries 
by progress owing to classical 
scholarship, The Enlightenment, 
science and other modern con-
cepts such as individual liberty 
and democracy. Zero-sum think-
ing describes prehistoric tribes 
endlessly raiding each other’s 
wealth or nations warring to 

conquer territory. 

How is the Neander-
thal eye-for-an-eye 
mentality over-
coming progressive 

minds in places like 
Portland? That’s too 
big a topic for this 
space, but the   charge 
that stumps liberal 

Portlanders today is that 
American founders were 
wealthy, slave-owning 
white men and therefore 
hypocrites whose writings 
were merely justification 
to hold onto power.

It makes perfect sense 
from a zero-sum perspec-
tive.

If, however, imperfect 
people create structures 
to balance self-interests, 

resolve differences peacefully 
and promote the common good, 

why not apply them? I don’t care 
if the inventor of the wheel lived a 
pure life. 

When “I win, you lose” thinking 
is applied to groups, the ideas 
from another population sector or 
identity group must be distrusted. 
Outsiders can offer help only by 
listening and saying amen.

Zero-sum situations exist, but as 
a theory on how complex modern 
societies work, it fails. It has short-
term utility for shaming tolerant 
people of goodwill, but it leads to 
conflict and division. Is it any sur-
prise that Portland has arrived at 
such a place? n
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OVER 30 YEARS.

503.928.6151
2680 NW THURMAN ST.
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The Northwest Examiner 
publishes obituaries of people 
who lived, worked or had other 
substantial connections to our 
readership area, which includes 
Northwest Portland, Goose 
Hollow, Sauvie Island and areas 
north of Highway 26. If you 
have information about a death 
in our area, please contact 
us at allan@nwexaminer.
com. Photographs are also 
welcomed. There is no charge 
for obituaries in the Examiner.

Thane W. Tienson
Thane Walker Tien-
son, a longtime resi-
dent of Northwest 
Irving Street, died 
of a heart attack at 
age 74. He was born 
Aug. 22, 1946 in 
Astoria and moved 

to California before his high school 
years. He served in the U.S. Army in 
Vietnam and was twice wounded in 
combat. After the war, Tienson 
received a degree in history at Santa 
Clara University and a law degree 
from Lewis & Clark College. He 
worked for decades at the Portland 
law firm Landye Bennett Blumstein. 
In 1998, he negotiated a landmark 
water-quality settlement with the 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
compelling the EPA to consider 
cumulative impacts when issuing 
permits for new water pollution 
sources in Washington state. He also 
worked on a case that made the peo-
ple of Oregon owners of the John 
Day River. In 1994, he co-founded 
the National Fisheries Conservation 
Center. He chaired the Institute of 
Portland Metropolitan Studies and 
was on the board of the Portland 
Urban League in the 1980s. He is 
survived by his brother, John; son 
Erik; daughter, Julia; former wife, 
Jann Tienson; and one grandchild.

Joyce Nelson
Delores “Joyce” 
Nelson, a member 
of the Lincoln High 
School class of 
1954, died Feb. 8 at 
age 86. Delores Cul-
bertson was born 
Feb. 4, 1935, on the 

Fort Peck Indian Reservation in 
Montana. She and her family moved 
to Portland in 1944. After attending 
Lincoln, she graduated from Haskell 
Indian National University, in Law-
rence, Kan. In 1957, she married 
John Nelson and they moved to Port-
land, where they became leaders in 
several Native American service 
organizations. She worked at Native 

American Rehabilitation Associa-
tion and later served on its board. 
She is survived by her husband, 
John; daughter, Valerie; son, Sam, 
brother, Harold Culbertson; sisters, 
Jo Zollinger, Karen Harvey and Glo-
ria Culbertson; and 30 grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She is pre-
deceased by her son, John; and 
daughters, Joanne and Jeanine.

Stanley E. Sharp
Stanley Edward 
Sharp, who attend-
ed Couch and 
Cathedral schools, 
died Feb. 6 at age 
84. He was born in 
Seattle on Feb. 25, 
1936. He graduated 

from Lincoln High School in 1954 
and the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1958. He practiced law in the Port-
land area. He served in the Naval 
Reserves for 29 years. He is survived 
by his wife of 60 years, Neta; daugh-
ters, Kelly Schoen and Becky Over-
beck; brother, Hadley Robbins; and 
five grandchildren.

 

Leland ‘Bud’ Lewis
Leland “Bud” 
Lewis, the “Mayor 
of the MAC” (Mult-
nomah Athletic 
Club), died Feb. 20 
at age 100. He was 
born in Mayton, 
Alberta, on Aug. 8, 

1920. His family moved to Portland, 
where he attended Benson High 
School. In 1936, he joined the Ore-
gon National Guard and saw combat 
duty during World War II. After his 
discharge, he was an officer with the 
Portland Police Bureau and then 
commanded the Sunshine Division 
from 1963-73. He then worked as 
head of security for ESCO another 10 
years. He was a member of the Mult-
nomah Athletic Club, where he led 
the annual blood drive that now 
bears his name. Last summer he 
raised more than $125,000 for the 

Sunshine Division by completing 
many miles around the Duniway 
track with his walker. He was prede-
ceased by his wife of 67 years, Janet 
Spenser; son, Doug; and daughter, 
Diane.

 

Gretchen Mills
Gretchen Mills, 
who grew up in 
Portland Heights, 
died Feb. 11 at age 
68. Gretchen Chil-
ton was born Aug. 
5, 1952, in Portland. 
She grew up in the 

Southwest Hills and attended 
Ainsworth Elementary and Catlin 
Gabel schools. She graduated from 
the University of Oregon in 1974 
with a degree in art. She worked for 
several art galleries, including 10 
years at the Lahaina Galleries in 
Hawaii. Later, she worked for Ore-
gon Parks and Recreation as a reser-
vation specialist. She married Tim 
Mills. She is survived by her hus-
band, Tim; stepson, Jim; and sister, 
Robin Holm.  

Jack W. Thurber
Jack William Thurb-
er, a resident of 
Cedar Mill, died 
Feb. 16 at age 85. He 
was born in Port-
land on Nov. 7, 
1935. In 1937, the 
family moved to 

Albany, where he graduated from 
Albany Union High School in 1953. 
He graduated from Oregon State 
University in 1961.He served in the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers until 
his discharge in 1963. He returned to 
Portland in 1971 to work in market-
ing for ESCO. He later founded 
Thurber Advertising. He co-founded 
the Cedar Mill Community Library 
and served as president of the library 
association. He was scoutmaster for 
Cedar Mill Boy Scout Troop 207. He 
was honored for volunteer service 

within the Cascade Pacific Council 
of the Boy Scouts. He is survived by 
his wife, Georgianna; son, Bradley; 
daughter, Andrea Surfleet; sister, 
Janet Brooking; brother, James; and 
three grandchildren.

 

Death Notices
Joyce A. Anderson, 94, Multnomah 
Athletic Club member.

John cook Jr., 94, Multnomah Ath-
letic Club member.

Jeff cully, member of Lincoln High 
School class of 1969.

JAnet h. hAnson, 1953 Lincoln 
High School graduate.

sheilA “PAtty” (lAngfitt) 
lorAnce, 73, member of Lincoln 
High School class of 1966.

sAlly (Menefee) Moore, 71 attend-
ed Catlin Gabel High School.

rAy k. o’dell, 95, 1947 Lincoln 
High School graduate.

John A. schnell, 88, Consolidated 
Freightways employee.

Obituaries
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

dining space is not in the on-street 
parking area, as is the case with 
other restaurants under the Healthy 
Businesses program, but in a lot 
that is zoned for residential use. 
She did not apply for a zoning 
variance before building this dining 
space. 

What has the city done about this 
brazen move? Not one thing. In fact, 
Café Nell appears to be one of the 
mayor’s favorite dining spots. I hear 
there is an effort underway to pass 
a new ordinance that allows for 
non-conforming uses, such as Café 
Nell, to be made conforming, all by 
the stroke of a pen. 

She has consistently violated noise 
ordinances, which neighbors have 
complained about since June to no 
avail. And her dining tent has never 
had a use permit. On all of these 
violations, the city has remained 
deafeningly quiet. I can imagine no 
other reason for this refusal to cite 
her business for ongoing violations 
of all sorts than the possibility that 
she has important friends at City 
Hall.

Jan Newton
NW 12th Ave.

Awesome success story
Regarding your cover story, it is 
awesome that they have somehow 
managed to navigate this incredi-
bly difficult pandemic. While most 
restaurants are suffering, they have 
adjusted their business so they can 
serve their customers. 

With regard to Rene Mercado’s 
comments, if she doesn’t like it, she 
should move to the country. She 
lives in a city. There are noises in 
the city. While your article is clear-
ly slanted toward the residents, I 
find that disturbing. So often we 
hear people talk about unity, but 
it’s only unity as long as it doesn’t 
affect us. I have no sympathy for 
these residents. If you choose to live 
in an urban area, there is going to be 
additional noise. I found your arti-
cle very slanted and unfair. I hope 
Café Nell continues its practices.

David Klein
SW Ravensview Drive

Pesky tribute
In about 2012, a man in the Wal-
green’s parking lot asked me about 
my Boston Red Sox license plate 
frame. Soon another man joined the 
conversation and offered to show 
me his Red Sox memorabilia. How 
could I say no?

So began my relationship with Mr. 
Vince Pesky. The three of us chat-
ted in the parking lot for more than 
an hour. My husband is a Boston 
native and ardent Red Sox fan. We 
went to many games and saw amaz-
ing ball. We took our grandkids to 
Seattle for a Red Sox game and talk-
ed with players at third base during 
pregame.

Mr. Pesky and I spoke a handful 
of other times about setting up a 
date for him to speak to our grand-
son’s fifth grade class at Chapman 
Elementary School. While it was 
never finalized, all the encounters 
with Mr. Pesky were amazing. The 
enthusiasm for baseball, commu-
nity and life were without bounds 
and inspire me to this day. Mr. 
Pesky was kind and had amazing 
knowledge of Red Sox baseball and, 
of course, his brother Johnny [a 
player and coach known as “Mr. 
Red Sox”].

While not a close friend, Mr. Pesky 
fills a special place in our hearts 
through his generosity of person-
ality and kindness to a fellow Red 
Sox fan.

Cherie Appleby-Lannan
SW Evergreen Lane

Here’s to your health!
More than 200 collective years of orthopedic 

physical therapy experience to help you stay  

on tracks, hills, courts, and dance floors!

Our practice begins with you.

Conveniently located 2 blocks from the MAC 

with complimentary parking at our front door.
West Portland  
Physical Therapy 
Clinic  llc

1630 SW Morrison Street  |  (503) 227-7774  |  www.wpptc.com

An independent physical therapist owned and operated practice

Chris Jordan
AVP | Consumer Mortgage Consultant
Retail Home Loans

Direct | 503.970.1286
Efax | 503.395.2809
5500 SW Meadows, suite 160
Lake Oswego OR 97035
christopher.jordan@unionbank.com
NMLS #229632

www.unionbank.com/cjordan

Multiple Jumbo financing options available

TriMet plans to serve Willamette 
Heights with a mini-bus on a 

special bus line, obviating the diffi-
cult turnaround for full-size buses at 
the western terminus of Line 15.

The new line could be operational 
in September unless opposition is 
brought to bear on the TriMet board. 
The normal public comment period 
ended Feb. 17.

TriMet Outreach Services Director 
Clay Thompson said the turnaround 
at Northwest Thurman and Gor-
don streets requires backing 40-foot 
buses on a narrow street, which 
has caused damaged mailboxes and 
safety complaints from neighbors. 
TriMet’s 29-foot buses can make a 
U-turn there without backing up.

The new line would run twice 
in the morning and twice in the 
afternoons on weekdays, a schedule 
tailored for Lincoln High School stu-
dents. Line 15 currently provides the 
same frequency of service to Willa-
mette Heights, which is one of three 
alternative endings of the line today. 

It would layover and turn around 
at Southwest 18th and Morrison 
streets. 

One drawback of the new line 
would be loss of a direct connection 

from Northwest Portland to Line 15 
Belmont.

The Northwest District Association 
Transportation Committee expressed 
no objections to the proposal, but the 
Downtown Neighborhood Associa-
tion sent TriMet a letter of itemized 
concerns, including moving the Line 
15 Belmont route through down-
town northward from Southwest 
Salmon Street to Alder Street and 
farther from City Hall, Portland State 
University and museums. DNA is 
also asking Portland Transportation 
Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty to 
intervene.

Willamette Heights to  
get separate bus line

Vince Pesky

By AllAn ClAssen
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water or perhaps coffee and warm gloves.

“We know we need to build relationships to 
help get people off the street,” said Darlene Garrett, 
co-chair of the DNA Homeless/Houseless Commit-
tee, believed to be the first committee devoted to 
this purpose among Portland neighborhood asso-
ciations. 

“One of the themes of the memorial for me was 
Louie’s invisibility to the housed community,” 
said David Dickson, co-chair of the committee. “A 
man with no legs in a wheelchair living outdoors 
in a tent. He was invisible to us.”

Members of the committee learned about Wil-
helms’ death from White and shared the idea of a 
service with staff at the Unitarian Church, which 
has fully supported the committee’s work and 
hosted the memorial service.

The church also hosted DNA’s watershed forum 
on homelessness in 2019, an all-day event that 
brought together 19 housed and unhoused speak-
ers and 200 participants to explore solutions to 

the seemingly intractable issue. About 360 ideas 
were put in writing, including public toilets and 
hygiene facilities, outreach strategies and employ-
ment opportunities. 

The event was so inspiring that Mayor Ted 
Wheeler, who made opening comments, “amazed 
us all by staying for the entire meeting,” Dickson 
said.

Wheeler took it as a model for “conversations” 
he held in neighborhoods across the city. Garrett 
believes the DNA forum marked a shift in public 
opinion that “worked to change people’s attitudes 
about homelessness.”

The city responded to several ideas raised at the 
forum, placing 25 portable toilets around the city 
and fast-tracking the opening of the Bybee Lakes 
Hope Center and the shelter at the Greyhound Bus 
Station.

Dickson has come to believe that the housed and 
unhoused in his neighborhood share values. He 
reflected on answers to two questions posed at the 
forum:

• Do you believe homeless people are our neigh-

bors?

• Do you believe homeless people should live by 
rules?

Almost every respondent, whether housed or 
not, agreed with both precepts, he said.

“There is a thin line between fear and compas-
sion when it comes to our unhoused neighbors,” 
Dickson said, “but we are all neighbors, and the 
only way we survive this crisis is to work togeth-
er.”

The Good Neighbor Program was developed 
by, among others, Stephanie Hansen, a formerly 
houseless woman who serves on the DNA board. 
Hansen recommended supplying cold-weather 
items such as hats, gloves and scarves.  

Thirty-six volunteers go out in teams of two or 
three to each of 22 four-block sections of down-
town. They recently completed an inventory of 
141 tents and 183 individuals camping in the area.

Neighborhoods unite
Working together also describes a movement 

among Central City neighborhood associations 
that are sharing ideas and resources on homeless-
ness. DNA leaders see a model in the Pearl District 
Neighborhood Association, which has about 70 
volunteers regularly patrolling the streets, picking 
up trash and generally being good neighbors.

NEWS

35 years dedicated to
handcrafted framing

35 years dedicated to
NW Portland

Katayama Framing
2219 NW Raleigh

www.katayamaframing.com

10920 NW Saint Helens Road
Portland, OR 97231

Also visit us at 
Dekum Street Doorway!

dekumstreetdoorway.com

503-286-1291
LinntonFeed.com
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The Law Office 
of Harris S. Matarazzo 

is proud to support the work of the 
NW Examiner in our community.

Harris S. Matarazzo 
121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015 

503-226-0306

Eduardo Holeman

Eduardo@maidinoregonstate.com

(503) 403-9566

servicing the Pearl District area

Portland, Oregon 97209www.MAIDINOREGONSTATE.com

owner

MAID IN
OREGON
The Professional Standard of Cleaning

Left: Louis Wilhelms, called a “hippie who 
everybody liked,” lived on the streets of Port-
land for 25 of his last 30 years.

Lower left: A poetry reading by Street Roots 
vendors last March drew a full house of Pearl 
District Neighborhood Association members.
 Photo by Stan Penkin

Top: KATU news filmed David Dickson (right) 
preparing a cup of coffee as part of the Good 
Neighbor Program in January.

Right: Liam LostBourne, a musician living on 
the street, was delighted to collect pay for fill-
ing 10 large trash bags in Goose Hollow.

“Compassion” cont’d from page 1
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The association raised $5,000 for 
masks and donated them to residents 
of low-income buildings. After initial 
misgivings, PDNA fully supports the 
Harbor of Hope Navigation Center on 
Northwest Naito Parkway. 

PDNA President Stan Penkin 
is partnering with Harbor of Hope 
founder Homer Williams on a pilot 
project to bring low-cost shelters and 
mini-houses to managed sites around 
the city.

Penkin was touched by poetry read-
ings last year at which Street Roots 
vendors shared their writings with 
PDNA neighbors.

“That was probably the most heart-
warming event that I’ve ever been 
involved with,” he said.

Penkin is also committed to public 
safety, law enforcement and keeping 
order in the public realm. He recently 
completed a term as chair of the Port-
land Public Safety Action Coalition, 
a citizen group working closely with 
the Portland Police Bureau.

How does he hold together two sets 
of values reflective of Portland’s great 
divide?

He offers no grand synthesis, just 
a feeling that “we just have so many 
compassionate people” and “keeping 
things clean” is a big part of improv-
ing the neighborhood for everyone.

A buck for trash
Tiffany Hammer, an Old Town 

business owner also active in the 
Goose Hollow Foothills League, 
became known as the Rose Lady in 
2019 when she planted rose bushes 
to discourage camping along an Inter-
state 405 entrance.

Her latest endeavor is paying home-
less people $1 for each trash bag they 
fill while cleaning up blocks in Old 
Town, where disorder has gotten out 
of control, boarded windows abound 
and tents jam sidewalks, and Goose 
Hollow. 

Hammer helped clean up Collins 
Circle, a rockery filled median at 
Southwest 18th and Jefferson streets, 
where she posed another deal to 
campers: if you bag up your trash, the 
city will pick it up and be less likely 
to target the area for a city sweep.

Hands-on encounters like these, 
which Hammer, a former mental 
health nurse, does not recommend for 
general volunteers, put her in touch 

with street life and what it might take 
to get people connected to services 
and shelter.

“Get to know your unsheltered,” 
she advised. “We have to advocate 
for them.”

Hammer does a regular census 
of tents and occupants in both Old 
Town and Goose Hollow while map-
ping chronic hot spots. Old Town has 
had up to 275 tents, with about two 
occupants in each. A recent count 
found 68 in Goose Hollow clustered 
at three sites.

Raven Drake, manager of the 
Ambassador Program for Street Roots, 
turned to local government and social 
agencies for campsite data in an effort 
to get people sheltered at the Conven-
tion Center during a recent cold snap. 
They had none, she said. 

“Tiffany’s information on the num-
ber of tents was invaluable,” Drake 
said. “We have found more accu-
rate information from dealing directly 
with the neighborhood associations 
and houseless persons than we have 
from official sources at this point.”

Drake is noticing “amazing chang-
es” in the involvement of inner 
Westside neighborhood associations. 
While she had heard negative sto-
ries about such groups, “I’ve actually 
found it to be the complete opposite.”

“I believe these people do want to 
help,” she said. “These neighborhood 
associations that do outreach are try-
ing to help.”

Garrett, after retiring from a career 
as a community developer, “building 
the capacity of communities to take 
care of themselves” around the world, 
moved to Downtown six years ago 
and immediately got involved.

Garrett noted the large expenditures 
on housing and social services. 

“It’s an economy in itself,” she said. 
“I do question the amount of money 
being spent. The problem does not 
seem to be getting better.

“For me, working at the neighbor-
hood level seems to make the most 
sense. We’re doing it one by one by 
building relationships. … It’s a beau-
tiful thing.”

Garrett recently turned down a pro-
fessional assignment in Appalachia. 

“I would much rather be working 
right here as a volunteer right here in 
my neighborhood.” n

Alex Rodriguez (left) and Mort (no last name given) bag trash at Southwest 14th near 
Lincoln High School.  Photo by Matt Erceg
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NOBBY NEWS 
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Enter your name for a monthly drawing.
This month’s winner is Dylan Spence

The Ancient Mariner
When the catch is in, the hold 

full and the boat’s docked, 
he appears. Our own ancient 
mariner. His quest is simple. He 
craves the nob hill bar and grill 
fish and chips. One would think, 
after such an arduous time at sea, 
he would order a Nobby’s Burger, 
but he always pipes us with, “I fish 
and chips, matey.”

He sits contentedly and downs his 
meal along with more than a few 
pints of grog, the sailor home from 
the sea. 

Some regulars say he brings the 
brine of the ocean on a sea breeze. 
Others think he just stinks.

Nevertheless, when he finishes his 
meal, he always leaves with the 
same refrain, “I must go down to the 
sea again.”

We watch him slowly walk west 
on Lovejoy Street, a yellow 
fisherman’s slicker growing ever 
smaller towards the horizon.

4th Saturday CleanUp is back! 
Mar 27, 9am – 11am: help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE. 

Check out our website for more info or email info@nwportlandhostel.com.  

Escape to Nature on Mt Hood 

Heated yurts 
2-bedroom cabin 

Camping

1-hour drive from Portland, 
near skiing & hiking trails 

www.zigzagmountainfarm.com
503-922-3162        #zigzagmtnfarm

Re-Opening 
in Mid-March

Ample Outdoor Seating 
in our covered courtyard 

& parking plaza 

www.hostecafepdx.com
1810 NW Glisan St 

503-417-8143     #pdxhostelcafe

By MiChAelA BAnCud

The sooP, a new Korean restaurant in The 
Civic Condominium building at 19th and 
West Burnside, grows its own produce 

hydroponically on site.

Owner Ann Lee, a former accountant, originally 
wanted to buy a close-in five-acre farm and use 
traditional growing methods, but competition from 
cannabis growers made such plots rare. So Lee 
researched alternatives.  

“I didn’t even know anything about all this, but 
I started looking into it because I couldn’t find a 
farm,” Lee said. 

She has had to learn quickly. Vertical white trays 
are installed over a counter where young plants, 
such as calendula, pansies, borage and strawberries 
grow in shallow rows, each watered by small drip 
hoses and warmed by pink heat lamps. 

“Because they have to hang on in this way, they 
develop very strong roots,” Lee said. 

Seeds germinate in a plexiglass cube nearby. In 
time they are transplanted and become full-blown 
spinach, sorrel, arugula and cherry tomatoes. 

All of the greens tended here wind up in dishes, 
such as bibimbap, kimbap and japchae, a tradi-
tional Korean stir fry. Most are served over white 
or brown rice and generously garnished with the 
microgreens, which are flavorful and packed with 
nutrition.

“I always ask if I can add microgreens, and the 
next time they come in they usually ask for them 
again,” Lee said.

Bibimbap is a traditional Korean rice dish. Often 
prepared and served in a warm stone pot at The 
Soop, which means forest in Korean, it is filled 
with seven kinds of vegetables and served at room 
temperature. Beef, pork or shrimp can be added.

Introducing people to this concept is fun, said 
Lee, adding that Elon Musk’s brother (Kimbal) is 
very interested in hydroponic farming and that 
countries like Saudi Arabia are “already hugely 
into it.” 

Global warming has driven such innovation, 

and new farming methods where light and heat 
are controlled and little water is needed could be 
standard in coming years. In South Korea, said 
Lee, underground farms as vast as subway system 
already exist. 

Full-spectrum pink light glows within a larger 
room adjacent the dining room. Trays of stacked 
microgreens (beets, sunflowers and crispy head 
lettuce) sit in neat pods. In a corner, tomato plants 
grow out of deep water tubs connected to a small 
oxygen tank.

The Soop also sells spicy kimchi in jars made 
using Lee’s mother’s recipe. The traditional Korean 
side dish is rich in probiotics. 

“Her kimchi recipe is so special to me,” Lee said. 
“Anytime I had stomach trouble she would tell me 
to eat it. I make batches every month. Any time I 
have stomach trouble from too much greasy stuff, I 
clear it out with kimchi.” 

Homless men often sleep in doorways along this 
block of West Burnside Street, but Lee has not 
found them to be a problem.

“The first couple of weeks, many of these people 
came in,” she said, “and I just offered them food. 
They are mostly really nice and not violent. When 
it’s time to start business, I ask them to move on.”

Current COVID restrictions allow up to 12 people 
to dine indoors at The Soop. Takeout orders can be 
ordered at the counter and online at thesoopport-
land.com. It’s open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. n

Hydroponic farm makes fresh  
local produce an understatement

Microgreens thrive under pink heat lamps 
and a drip irrigation system at The Soop.
Photo by Michaela Bancud
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Pearl business

G-LOVE, 1615 NW 21st Ave., will 
re-open mid-March, said owner 
Garrett Benedict, who is ready to 
put winter weather behind him 
after recent snowfall collapsed this 
outdoor dining tent.

“Luckily, we were already closed 
for the winter so there were no 
additional financial losses caused 
by the storm,” Benedict said. “Our 
tent setup cost $3,000 the first time 
around. We’ve already ordered 
replacement tents and will have 
a new setup ready to go for our 
reopening March 17.” 

Most of the previous staff will 
return, he said.

“It will be our absolute pleasure to 
hire back staff members that had 
been laid off due to the pandemic,” 
Benedict said. “It’s been a rough 
year to say the least, but we are 
filled with hope, energy and opti-
mism about the years ahead.”

The tent at MEDITERRANEAN 
EXPLORATION COMPANY, 333 
NW 13th Ave., also caved in. “It 
was unfortunate,” MEC’s Jamal 
Hassan said. “We were just glad 
that no one was around and that no 
one was hurt.” 

While there was some minor dam-

age to the MEC setup, a rental com-
pany put up another one within 
days, he said. 

“We’re back in action and plan on 
continuing to have the heated tent 
available for guests to enjoy limited 
service for the foreseeable future.” 
MEC is not offering indoor dining 
and remains focused on making 
its outdoor dining experience as 
comfortable and safe as possible for 
staff and guests.

New York chef Danny Meyer’s 
SHAKE SHACK will open across 
from Powell’s on West Burnside. 
The New York City-based compa-
ny offers American-style roadside 
food, such as hamburgers, shakes 
and crinkle fries. 

The owner of Stem Bar, VERITAS 
WINES LLC, has applied for a 
liquor license at 2764 NW Thurman 
St., the longtime home of E-san 
Thai.

RINGSIDE STEAKHOUSE, 2165 
W. Burnside St., has reopened for 
indoor dining Wednesday-Sunday. 

BEETROOT MARKET & DELI at 
1638 NW Glisan St. has closed.

By AllAn ClAssen

City Commissioner Dan Ryan’s 
office considered the livabili-
ty impacts of Café Nell’s large 

outdoor dining space in a residential 
zone, the focus of a February NW 
Examiner cover story, and decided 
the problem is the zoning code.

Existing restaurants in residential 
zones, such as Café Nell at 1987 NW 
Kearney St., are allowed to continue 
operating there as long as they do not 
expand or intensify their activities. 
Both of those things happened last 
year when Café Nell converted its for-
mer parking lot into a covered dining 
area to compensate for COVID-related 
restrictions on indoor seating.

Café Nell constructed a complex 
of tents and lean-tos with about 70 
seats and installed an industrial-grade 
outdoor heater that exceeded the 
legal noise limit for residential zones. 
Amplified music also generated com-
plaints from adjacent neighbors.

Neighbor Renee Mercado took heart 
when the Bureau of Development 
Services acknowledged the apparent 
zoning violation and invited her to 
file a complaint, to which the agency 
promised it “is initiating a thorough 
investigation.”

“It does not seem sensible to allow 
the continued use of a dangerous, 
combustible industrial equipment in a 
residential area for an illegal, non-per-
mitted outdoor establishment,” Jill 
Grenda, supervising planner for BDS, 
wrote Mercado in a Jan. 12 email.

Mercado’s hopes for a positive reso-
lution were dashed in February, when 
another BDS planner, Mike Liefeld 
told her of a new direction.

“The city is still developing an ordi-

nance to allow all parking lots to be 
used to support temporary business 
operations,” Liefeld wrote in a Feb. 10 
email. “I know that is not the informa-
tion you were hoping for.”

Mercado told the Examiner that 
Liefeld said he knew of no other 
restaurant that would be affected by 
the proposed policy.

Ryan’s office told the NW Examiner 
that the ordinance Liefeld referred 
to is not moving forward, though 
another one “to help businesses in the 
downtown core open safely is being 
finalized” for council consideration 
in February. 

That timeline has been extended 

indefinitely.

“This issue is still in the concept 
stage,” Ryan aide Gwen Thompson 
told the Examiner. “We don’t believe 
this one café would be the sole bene-
ficiary of any potential allowance to 
temporarily allow the expansion of a 
nonconforming use.”

Café Nell was granted a noise vari-
ance last month to allow the heater 
and speakers to exceed the 55 decibel 
limit in residential zones.

“Both sound sources were found 
by the noise control officer to be only 
slightly over the city’s daytime noise 
code,” wrote Noise Control Officer 
Paul van Orden.

The noise variance expires April 30.

Café Nell received a second for-
givable loan of $246,344 from the 
federal Payment Protection Program 
in January to keep 35 workers on 
the payroll. The restaurant received 
$183,280 from the program last year 
for 20 workers. n

Ordinance may legalize  
Café Nell parking lot dining

Schedule online @: 

www.esautoworks.com
          503.221.2411
              509 NW Everett St
              Open M-F  7am-6pm

Expires 04/03/2021

$10 off anything over $100

$25 off anything over $250

$50 off anything over $500

SAVE WHERE IT COUNTS!SPRING SPRING 
IS NEAR!IS NEAR!

04/063/2021

In other news . . .

Heavy snow in February felled the shelter at G-Love on Northwest 21st Avenue, but 
new tents should be in place for a reopening March 17. Photo by Michaela Bancud

Café Nell’s expansion into a rambling tent complex violates its residential zon-
ing, but enforcement is on hold while an ordinance is prepared to make it legal.
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1500 SW TAYLOR ST.
The 1892 Holman House was demolished in 
2016 despite community protests, but the 11-sto-
ry building approved the following year has not 
yet broken ground. The Nevada-based devel-
oper, Molasky Group, did not return inquiries as 
to their plans for this site or 1440 SW Taylor St., 
where another mixed-use building was planned.

LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL
Framing of the six-story replacement for Lin-
coln High School is complete, and windows are 
being installed. The $187 million project is set for 
completion in the summer of 2022. The following 
year, the current building will be demolished and 
replaced by an athletic field. 

NORTHBOUND 30 COLLABORATIVE
A cluster of eight five-story residential buildings at North-
west 30th and Nicolai streets has been approved by the 
Portland Design Commission, which praised the “unique 
checkerboard” configuration that maximizes open space 
and creates usable courtyards. The structures will be 
framed with cross-laminated timber. It will have a total of 
145 apartments. A separate row house project, also by 
Cairn Pacific, is under construction on adjacent land on 
Wilson Street. 

PORTLAND DIAMOND PROJECT
The Portland Diamond Project has let an option 
with the Port of Portland on Terminal 2 lapse. The 
option, initiated in December 2019, was costing 
PDP $37,500 per month. PDP spokesperson John 
McIsaac said the action says little about the pros-
pects for bringing major league baseball to Portland. 
“We have a couple of other sites identified,” said 
McIsaac, noting that there may be an announcement 
“in a couple of months.”

2245 & 2255 NW OVERTON
Owners of two duplexes built in about 1900 
are removing them from the city Historic 
Resources Inventory in anticipation of a 
new city code that could restrict their demo-
lition. Members of the family estate believe 
they can get a higher sale price if the prop-
erties are sold as is and without restrictions 
on the potential buyer/developer.
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Will City Council consider disease transmission in evaluating 23-story Pearl hotel?
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Going Back

By elizABeth sABin Rouffy

Wallace Park was named for 
my great-great-grandfather, 
Hugh William Wallace, a 

Scottish immigrant who championed 
the establishment of city parks as a 
member of the Portland City Council. 
Wallace Park was christened in 1920, 
six years before he died at age 92.

Born in Ayrshire, Scotland in 1833, 
Wallace was the third of nine chil-
dren born to Dr. John William Wal-
lace and Agnes Craig. Ayershire is 
the birthplace of renowned Scottish 
poet Robert Burns and Sir William 
Wallace of “Braveheart” fame, the 
chief architect of the Scottish resis-
tance to King Edward I. Hugh Wal-
lace was a 14th generation descen-
dant of William Wallace.  

In 1843, Wallace moved with his 
parents and six siblings to Detroit, 
where he met Catherine Emma Bar-
clay. They married in 1861, and in 
1875 moved with their five children 
to Portland, where their sixth child 
was born. Hugh spent the rest of his 
life in Portland, dedicating himself 
to the development of the fledgling 
city. His home for over 50 years was 
at 195 20th Street in Northwest Port-
land (between Johnson and Kearney 
west of today’s Northwest 20th Ave-
nue).

Upon arrival, he went to work 
at the firm of Knapp, Burrell and 
Co., wholesale dealers of agricul-
tural equipment. The firm’s office 
was downtown on Southwest Front 
and Ash streets, where the fire sta-
tion stands today. Wallace retired in 
1898, after 23 years with the com-
pany.

Public service became his next 
career. Wallace was elected to the 
Portland City Council shortly after 
his wife’s death. He served two four-
year terms from 1905-1913, under 
mayors Harry Lane, Joseph Simon 
and Allen G. Rushlight just before 
voters approved the commission 
form of government by referendum. 

As a registered independent, he 
worked with councilmen of both par-
ties to enact legislation. He chaired 
the Ways and Means Committee, 
served on the Sewage and Drain Com-
mittee and addressed such issues as 
the sale of unused city property, 
liquor licenses and creation of roads 
and streets on both sides of the river.

He supported a 1907 ordinance 
authorizing the issuance of bonds for 
the purchase of both large parks and 
smaller neighborhood parks. Thir-
teen years later, Wallace was respon-
sible for the allocation of 5.38 acres 
for the city park that bears his name.  

Wallace had a passion for the role 
of art in the life of a city. In a 1912 
journal he wrote, “We must encour-
age interest in the art of the region by 
stimulating collections of art, build-
ing museum memberships at modest 
cost, broadening artist viewpoints 
and solidifying our relationships 
with artists.” 

Decades later, his granddaughter, 
Catherine Russell Sabin, promoted 
the work of prominent Oregon paint-
ers Louis Bunce, Martin Wilson and 
Helen Savier DuMond.

Wallace’s diaries also included 
learned quotations on the virtues of 
modesty and a sense of purpose.

Surrounded by his family, Hugh 

William Wallace died in Tacoma, 
in 1926 at the age of 92. He was 
buried in Portland’s Riverview 
Cemetery alongside his wife and 
three of his children. 

I never knew him, of course, but 
I was close to my grandmother, 
Catherine Russell Sabin, who died 
in 1986. She lived with Hugh Wal-
lace (her grandfather) from the time 
she was five and was very close to 
him. Learning about his life helps 
me know and stay connected to 
her. n

Above: The Wallace home 
on Northwest 20th between 
Johnson and Kearney 
streets in 1898. It was 
demolished long ago.

Right: Hugh Wallace (cen-
ter), with his granddaugh-
ter, Catherine Russell, and 
son in-law Lewis Russell in 
about 1904.

Below left: Catherine Rus-
sell with her grandfather, 
Hugh Wallace, in 1900.

Below right: Catherine 
Barclay Wallace holds her 
granddaughter Catherine 
Russell Sabin in 1896.

Above: Hugh W. Wallace in 1905

Above right: Knapp, Burrell & Co. office. 
Portland Archives 2004-002.3622

Personal journal entries of 
Hugh W. Wallace, 1890-1914
“And certainly men that are great 
lovers of themselves waste the 
public. And certainly it is the 
nature of extreme self-lovers, as 
they will set a house on fire, and 
it were but to roast their eggs.” 
(Francis Bacon, “Essays, Civil 
and Moral”)
“The first test of a truly great man 
is humility. I don’t mean by humil-
ity, doubt of his power. But really 
great men have a curious feeling 
that the greatness is not of them, 
but through them. And they see 
something divine in every other 
man and are endlessly, foolishly, 
incredibly merciful.” (John Ruskin)
“An effort made for the happiness 
of others lifts us above ourselves.” 
(Lydia Marie Child)
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delicious dining anddelicious dining and  
maintenance-free maintenance-free senior living senior living inin  

a beautifula beautiful  boutique settingboutique setting..
From its unique location and extensive dining choices 
to engaging activities and a maintenance-free lifestyle, 

at NorthWest Place, you’ll find a perfect blend of 
comfort, convenience, supportive options, 

and an individualized approach to retirement living.

But here’s the best part—NorthWest Place is located 
smack-dab in the heart of the vibrant Northwest District. 

  DiscoverDiscover......

2420 NW Marshall Street • Portland
503.446.1080

NorthWestPlaceSeniorLiving.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING RESIDENCES

ASK ABOUT OUR ASK ABOUT OUR EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS SPECIAL! EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS SPECIAL! 

A N SRG  S E N I O R L I V IN G C O M M U N I T Y E Q UA L HOUSING OPP OR T UNI T Y

NorthWest Place Cook-OffNorthWest Place Cook-Off 

Friday, March 19th • 2:30pm 
Join us for a fun & spirited cooking competition! 

Our executive chef and culinary team will challenge each 
other with “mystery ingredients” to see who can be named 

NorthWest Place Top Cook. Please call 503.446.1080 
to RSVP for this socially-distanced in-person or virtual event.

NEWS

Expires 12/05/2020

The letter criticized the Portland 
Bureau of Transportation for failing 
to initiate additional research and 
public outreach pertaining to three of 
the 17 diverters in the NW in Motion 
project. 

The NWDA board approved the 
letter Feb. 22 by a 6-2 vote.

At a Portland City Council meet-
ing last October, Mayor Ted Wheel-
er promised that extra consideration 
and public outreach would occur 
before the project was finalized. 

NWDA representatives testified 
in support of the plan while urging 
additional “outreach, analysis, mon-
itoring and contingency planning” 
to ensure that diverting traffic would 
not clog adjacent streets.

In response to those concerns, 
PBOT Project Manager Zef Wagner 
told the council, “It’s totally appro-
priate for them [NWDA] to hold our 
feet to the fire and to tell us loud and 
clear that we need to be engaged with 
them, not just now, but going forward 
for years to come, and we commit 
ourselves to that.” 

That satisfied the mayor.

“Why don’t we do this,” Wheeler 
said. “It sounds like you are willing 
to make the commitment on behalf 
of PBOT to continue to work with 
NWDA. And it sounds like the imple-
mentation is going to be an interac-
tive process, that you will continue to 
engage the community. That makes a 
lot of sense, and I am appreciative of 
that.”

But four months later, no special 
outreach, data collection or contin-
gency planning had occurred. Wag-
ner has met with the NWDA Trans-
portation Committee and answered 

questions, but nothing beyond that.

Efforts to create an ad hoc commit-
tee to work with PBOT on implemen-
tation languished. Instead, a flood of 
grievances, recriminations and res-
ignations erupted over the organi-
zation’s City Council presentation, 
which members of the Transportation 
Committee felt was too critical of 
NWiM. Five members of the commit-
tee have resigned since October.

Meanwhile, steps to install the 
diverters by mid-year have advanced 
unabated. The first diverter, at North-
west 24th and Westover, will be 
installed this month.

Instead of gearing up to play its 
role, a divided NWDA delayed until 
it was too late.

Board member Steve Pinger, who 
delivered the official testimony to the 
council, warned that the city’s com-
mitment to work with the neighbor-
hood is meaningless without a mech-
anism to oversee implementation. At 
the December board meeting, Pinger 
expressed his impatience.

“This needs to move forward,” he 
told the board. “The mayor encour-
aged us to engage with PBOT on 
implementation. Too much time has 
passed.”

Jeanne Harrison, a former PBOT 
planner who now serves on the 
NWDA Transportation Committee, 
saw it differently. She said her com-
mittee had not yet discussed plans for 
an implementation committee.

“This is so premature,” Harrison 
said. “There is not that much of a big 
fricking hurry. Nothing happens over 
the holidays anyway.”

The exchange spurred talk of hir-
ing an outside facilitator to help the 
board work through its internal strife, 

“Neighborhood president” cont’d from page 1

A concept image shows 
planters blocking 
northbound access to 
Northwest 24th Ave-
nue at Westover Road. 
Installation is planned 
this month.
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Office HOurs:                                           
Weekdays  10:00am - 4:00pm 
appOintments Gladly scHeduled!

Enjoy thE ConvEniEnCE of  SEnior Living!2020 nW northrup StrEEt
portLand, orEgon  97209  
503.225.0677
WWW.tHeuniOnmanOrs.OrG

no CoStLy Buy-inS or  appLiCation fEES
rEnt SuBSidiES avaiLaBLE/inComE LimitS appLy

Marshall Union Manor
 retireMent living for seniors 62 years or older

Marshall Union Manor has been 
part of Northwest Portland for more 
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy 
the ease and diversity of urban 
living. For residents with cars we 
have off street parking, but many of 
our seniors prefer to utilize the city 
bus or the street car which stops 
just outside our building. We offer 
a beauty/barber shop, community 
vegetable garden, in-house library, 
and numerous clubs and activities. 
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!

affOrdable Quality retirement livinG
Studio & onE-BEdroom apartmEntS

but no calls for haste regarding NWiM.

In January, progress on NWiM came 
before the board again.

The problem, as Harrison saw it, was 
the “overreach” of the Planning Com-
mittee into the domain of the Trans-
portation Committee. The lack of PBOT 
outreach to the community regarding 
the timetable and sequence of proposed 
diverters was not the board’s concern, 
she said.

“I don’t see why we should slam our 
heads against a wall if PBOT says they 
aren’t going to do it,” she said, satisfied 
with the assumption that “PBOT will 
post information on the website for the 
public.”

Connelly “echoed Jeanne’s comments” 
and recommended following her advice.

In early February, Harrison told the 
Transportation Committee that Mauri-
cio Leclerc, a PBOT planning manager, 
had no intention of halting any elements 
of NWiM. Funding was in place and the 
plan was going forward. The time for 
reconsideration and adjustments was 
over.

“I was clear that none of the projects 
would be deferred,” Harrison said.

Pinger objected, saying the NWDA 
board had come to an agreement on 
NWiM, the mayor agreed with it and 
PBOT had promised its commitment to 
that end.

“I get what you’re saying,” Harrison 
said, “but PBOT staff had a different 
take on what happened at council. I 
don’t know what I can do but throw 
myself in the middle of the street.” 

Wagner clarified that different take in 

a 1,200-word email to NWDA Feb. 12.

“City code has not authorized neigh-
borhoods or district coalitions for over-
sight over city bureaus or projects,” 
Wagner wrote, noting that the City 
Council did not amend NWiM as a 
result of NWDA’s testimony.

Wagner promised no evaluation of 
diverter installations outside of annu-
al reports beginning in November or 
December. That time is needed to allow 
drivers about six months to adapt their 
routes and for new traffic counts to be 
conducted. 

The problem with that timetable and 
sequencing, several NWDA board mem-
bers have pointed out, is that it provides 
no baseline measurement from which to 
assess the success of particular diverters.

“Once a diverter (even of interim mate-
rials) is installed,” wrote Larry Kojaku, 
a member of both committees, “traffic 
will be blocked so subsequent recorded 
traffic volume will inevitably decrease, 
which can only demonstrate its effec-
tiveness. However, subsequent data can 
never show that the diverter’s installa-
tion was not justified in the first place.”

Mike Stonebreaker, a member of the 
NWDA Transportation Committee, took 
the Planning Committee’s side on the 
impasse with City Hall.

“Our testimony requested interaction 
with PBOT and the neighborhood before 
implementation,” Stonebreaker told the 
board in February. “PBOT heard that and 
chose not to, so as a board, how import-
ant is that? We have to reinforce that or it 
doesn’t matter what we’re saying.” 

With only Connelly and Harrison 
opposed, the board approved a letter to 

PBOT stating that “NWDA’s support 
for NWiM was based on this interactive 
process, but we feel that our specific 
request has not been reasonably consid-
ered by the NWiM team. 

“We, therefore, now respectfully ask 
for your help in directing the installa-
tion of the interior traffic diverters at 
the three locations noted to be deferred 
until the other perimeter installations 
are completed and their effect is able to 
be measured and more clearly assessed.”

Connelly disagreed with the decision.

“If we’re to err, we should err on 
behalf of alternatives to automobiles,” 
he said, adding that increasing urban 
density demands a transition to more 
compact modes of transportation. n

What’s at stake?
NW in Motion involves diverters 
at eight intersections (in Phase I of 
the project, 17 including Phase II) in 
the Northwest District. The NWDA 
board approved testimony to the 
City Council in October calling for 
updated traffic counts and further 
engagement before installation of 
three of the eight. The three singled 
out are at 

• Northwest Johnson and 18th streets.

• Northwest Pettygrove and 18th 
streets.

• Northwest 24th and Lovejoy streets.

“I don’t see why 
we should slam 

our heads against 
a wall if PBOT says 

they aren’t going  
to do it.” 

— Jeanne Harrison, 
Neighborhood 

volunteer

 Comment on nwexaminer.com 
     or emai l :  a l lan@n wexaminer.com
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A presentation on redevelopment plans for Mont-
gomery Park will highlight the Tuesday, March 9, 
7-9 a.m., virtual meeting of the Northwest Industrial 
Business Association. Cody McNeal, development 
manager for Unicorp Properties, is the guest speaker. 
Visit www.nwindustrial.org for a link to the meeting.

A large tree blocked 
Northwest Vaughn Street 
near 26th Avenue for 
several days after the 
February snowstorm. A 
powerline suspended the 
trunk several feet off the 
ground, preventing seri-
ous damage to a parked 
car.

(Far left) Snow and ice 
brought down a major 
limb in Wallace Park last 
month. The storm halt-
ed TriMet bus and light 
rail service Feb. 13 and 
knocked out power to 
much of the metropolitan 
area. Photo by Matt Erceg
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About 150 protesters responded to a flyer 
calling for a direct action march from 

The Fields Park the evening of Feb. 27. 
During two hours of disruption, windows 
were broken at Starbucks, Umpqua Bank, 

Urban Pantry and other businesses, and 
graffiti was sprayed on the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services building 
and other buildings. A 31-year-old man 

and a 17-year-old youth were arrest-
ed. The following morning, volunteers 

with the Pearl District Neighborhood 
Association cleaned up the mess. The 

association has asked for a meeting 
with Portland Police Bureau Depu-

ty Chief Chris Davis to discuss how 
such events may be prevented in the 

future.

Congregation Shaa-
rie Torah at Northwest 
25th and Lovejoy streets 
installed a metal fence 
with a FEMA grant for sites 
deemed at high risk to ter-
rorist attack. The Portland 
Bureau of Development 
Services is investigating a 
complaint that the fence 
was installed without a 
permit or the required set-
back from the sidewalk. 
BDS opened the investi-
gation Feb. 11 but has not 
revealed its findings.

Mark Janes is Oregon Youth Soccer Association’s 
Volunteer of the Year Award recipient. Janes is 
president of Hillside Soccer Club, a Lincoln Youth 
Soccer board member, benefactor to Hillside Com-
munity Center, caretaker of the Chapman field 
and a coach to several LYS teams.

Douglas Rosling II 
was killed Feb. 8 
when his vehicle 

crashed and rolled 
over on Northwest 
Yeon Avenue near 

Nicolai Street. It 
was the third fatal 
crash in Portland 

within 31 hours and 
the eighth of the 

year.

Greg Gorski photographed this bobcat near his 
home on Northwest Miller Road last month, 
apparently drawn in by the smell of bacon 
and pancakes on Super Bowl Sunday. “This 
beautiful animal apparently lives in the forest 
between Miller and Skyline,” Gorski said.

The West Portland Lincoln Youth Baseball 
select team will compete in the American 
Youth Baseball Hall of Fame Tournament in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. this summer. The team 
participated in a SOLVE litter pickup “vol-
unteer-a-thon” at Wallace Park on Feb. 27 to 
raise money toward the $30,000 cost of the 
trip. Donations may be made to gofund.me/
e4de07fe. Team members are: (front row, L-R) 
Kenji Elerick, Henry Vanderhoff, Caleb Kahn, 
Jimmy Tilles, Reed Eldridge, Lucas Marr; 
(back row) Ronan Flinchpaugh, Griffin Nich-
ols, Hank Whitworth, Charley Chipps, Grady 
Wilmot, Quinn Alexander. Jack Aleskus is 
missing from the photo.
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3,348 SF • Amazing Ocean Views & Access • Glass House
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

Cannon Beach                               $4,995,000

1,625 SF • 3 BD • 3 ½ BA • Meticulously Maintained
Tony Apa & Courtney Clarke  503.809.4663

1,188 SF • 3 BD • 2 BA • Single Level, 0.11 Acre Level Lot
Renée Harper 503.314.7691

982 SF • 1 BD  • 1 BA  • Amazing Eastern Views
Jenny Johnson 503.267.3412 | Julie Spear 503.209.9470

2,446 SF • 4 BD + Bonus Loft Space  • 2.1 BA 
Victoria Marchese 503.780.1937 | Lynda Dowling-Wu 503.810.6166

Urban Loft • 702 SF • Deeded Parking Space
Kristen Bier 503.734.756 | Kim Williams 503.502.3573

1,017 SF • 1 BD  • 1 BA  • East Facing - City Views
Brian Budke 503.310.5252 | Debbie Walker Quintana 503.820.1626

North Bethany                   $399,888 Forest Grove                   $369,900

The Pearl                            $419,900Lakeridge                            $574,900

Pearl District                         $339,900The Pearl                           $420,000

2,674 SF • 3 BD + Den  • 2 BA  • Additional Finished Attic
Jessica Corcoran 503.953.3947 | Kim Williams 503.502.3573

1,608 SF • 2 BD • 1½ BA • NW Condo with Views
Bob Harrington 503.913.1296 | Jason Cassell 503.953.5444

Bonny Slope                         $589,900

NW Portland                        $485,000

2,293 SF • 4 BD  • 3 BA • Large Lot
Michele Shea-han 503.969.6147 | Meagan Van Eaton 503.544.1080

Sylvan Highlands                         $615,000

80644HWY101.COM

1633SWSKYLINE.COM 11725NWWEST.COM

413NWUPTOWN3A.COM

333NW9TH120.COM17503BRYANT.COM

1420NWLOVEJOY431.COM 14941NWSHACKELFORD.COM 200630TH.COM

Now, every ELEETE listing has its own website and custom property address 
domain name. Our new “One Stop Shop Sites” provide buyers with access to a 
library of video, virtual showings and photo content, floor plans, and all pertinent 
documents such as our property brochure with home details,  features, CC&Rs, 
warranties, HOA/neighborhood information, and plat maps. We are here for you 
- to make home buying safe and simple during COVID-19! 

2,430 SF • 3 BD • 2.1 BA • Old Charm w/Endless Possibilities
Chris Kuehl 503.407.2414 | Tim Shea 971.325.8750

2,475 SF • 3 BD + Den  • 2 ½ BA  • Private .28 Acre Lot
Sarah Pitzman 971.322.8863 | Wednesday Wild-Wilson 503.287.3869

2,424 SF • 6 BD  • 5 BA  • Well Maintained Duplex
Tony Apa & Courtney Clarke  503.809.4663

707 SF • 1 BD  • 1 BA • Expansive Views
Bob Harrington 503.913.1296 | Jason Cassell 503.953.5444

1,807 SF • 3 BD  • 2.5 BA  • Your Own Private Oasis
Tony Apa & Courtney Clarke  503.809.4663

732 SF • 1 BD  • 1 BA • Loft Style Condo
Bob Harrington 503.913.1296 | Jason Cassell 503.953.5444

Portland Heights                 $549,9999 University Park                            $499,900North Plains                            $525,000

The Quintet                    $235,000

Summerlake                           $485,000

The Pearl                                       $309,000

1410NWKEARNEY515.COM

6016NAMHERST.COM31160NWHILLCREST.COM1440SWBROADWAY.COM

6665WBURNSIDE414.COM

12435SW129TH.COM

300NW8TH405.COM

1,144 SF • 3 BD • 1 BA • One-Level Living • .19 Acre Level Lot
Lauren Sinha 503.705.8636 | Wednesday Wild-Wilson 503.387.3869 

Hazelwood Ranch                      $329,000

14040SEMAIN.COM

1,440 SF • 2 BD • 1 BA • Prime Location, Many Updates
Chris Kuehl 503.407.2414 | Josh Gainer 503.805.3600

St. Johns                                       $420,000

7411NPRINCETON.COM
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3,838 SF • 5 BD • 3 ½ BA • Sweeping Panoramic Views
Tony Apa & Courtney Clarke  503.809.4663

4,000 SF • 4 BD • 2 ½ BA • Sweeping Views of the Valley
Courtney Clarke & Tony Apa  503.809.4663

Happy Valley                   $699,999 Forest Grove                         $699,000

3,282 SF • 4 BD • 3.1 BA • Primary Suite on Main
Renée Harper 503.314.7691 | Michelle Scott 503.737.4940 

Bonny Slope                       $789,900
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2,117 SF • 2 En Suite BD’s + Den • Powder Bath • 2 Deeded Parking Spots
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

The Casey                                     $1,195,000

311NW12TH804.COM

354WATERCREST.COM14697SEPOPPYHILLS.COM2593NW108TH.COM

6,454 SF of Luxury • 4 BD Suites w/Private Bath, Den, Bonus
Call Lee Davies, Megan Westphal, Jennifer Holland 503.468.3660 

Forest Heights - Big Views!                                  $1,585,000

3911NWLEWIS.COM
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5,863 SF • 5 BD • West Hills, Minutes to the City, New Kitchen, Stunning Outdoor Living
Call Lee Davies, Megan Westphal, Jennifer Holland 503.468.3660 

Gated Catlin Crest – Coast Range Views - Wash. Co.            $1,495,000

7237NWASCOT.COM

PEN
DIN

G

3,000 SF • 4 BD • 3 BA • Incredible, Level, 10-Lot Subdivision
Dirk Hmura | Jessica Corcoran  503.740.0070

Oak Hills/Bethany                                     $799,900-$849,900

1 4 6 7 3  N W  L i l i a n a  L n1 4 6 7 3  N W  L i l i a n a  L n

5,702 SF • 5 BD • 4.1 BA • Large Level Yard, Privacy, & Green Space • Master On Main & Great Room!
Call Lee Davies, Megan Westphal, Jennifer Holland 503.468.3660 

Forest Heights Area – Big Views in Alder Ridge                     $1,775,000

4027NWRIGGS.COM
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