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“First the punishment,
then the verdict!”

Vision quest cloaks
personal attack
By Allan Classen

N

eighbors West Northwest staff have
taken charge of the neighborhood
coalition program, initiating a broad
social equity mission fashioned upon City
Hall’s lead.
One member of the coalition board of
directors has resisted this transformation,
which he says violates NWNW’s founding
purpose and bylaws. Steve Pinger, who represents the Northwest District Association on
the coalition board, insists that NWNW exists
to serve its member organizations rather than
to create separate programs conceived of and
led by staff.
Pinger has expressed his concerns repeatedly at board meetings for nearly a year, but
he remains largely isolated, unable to slow a
transition now gaining momentum with the
hiring of a consulting firm to facilitate for-

mation of a new mission for the 47-year-old
organization.
Last month, coalition President Richard Barker notified the board by email that
Pinger must either resign from the board,
accept retraining or face discipline under the
NWNW Code of Ethics.
His offense?
Barker wrote of unspecified concerns over
Pinger’s conduct regarding “minutes procedures, staff roles, domination of meeting
time and the relitigation and resistance to the
implementation of matters that have already
been voted upon and in process.”
The turgid phrasing presumably refers to
Pinger’s reactions to changes in the program’s
philosophy adopted by gradual osmosis, not
substantive debate and motions.
Barker’s email had another gut punch:
Cont’d on page 7

Wild late-night shootout
barely registers at City Hall
By Allan Classen

T

he shootout at Northwest 22 and Hoyt
streets hurled more lead around a quiet
residential corner than did Doc Holliday
and the gang at the O.K. Corral. A total of 28
spent shells, some as large as 9 mm, were later
collected by the police.
nd

Unlike the 19th century Arizona gunfight, the
July 29 fusillade in Northwest Portland will not
make history. It barely made the news. The Portland Police Bureau, which issues almost daily
FlashAlerts on crimes and disturbances, did not
find the Northwest shootout significant enough
to issue an announcement.

carloads of gang members spotted each other by
happenstance and immediately opened fire.
“It was blind luck that no one was hit,” he
said.
A bullet went through the wall of a house at
the intersection, nearly striking a woman inside.
Police arrived at the scene about 10 minutes
after the shootings. By then the suspects had fled,
leaving behind discharged ammunition and bullet holes in about six or seven parked cars.
Scott, an attorney at a downtown law firm,
Cont’d on page 12

But the piercing blasts will not soon be forgotten by those wrested from their sleep just before
1 a.m., Thursday, July 29. Residents more than
a mile away heard the rapid-fire assault. Some
thought it was merely fireworks, an assumption
born in minds accustomed to thinking of their
neighborhood as a safe place.
Scott (last name withheld for safety reasons),
who lives with his wife near Northwest 22nd and
Hoyt, recalled that the noise matched the volume
of a man pounding furiously on his door. He
did not rise fast enough to see the source of the
commotion.
“I was asleep and jumped out of bed,” Scott
said. “This was like a horror movie. It was a
huge shootout … gunshots like crazy and then
Several cars along Northwest 22nd Avenue and Hoyt Street were hit by high-powered firearms in a brief exchange between
silence.”
The only theory offered so far is that two passengers in two cars. Portland Police retrieved 28 spent cartridges from the scene.
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3166 NW Vaughn Street
This 1929 Bungalow exudes warmth and coziness like
a favorite sweater — hardwood floors, archways, a
fireplace, multi-pane windows and stained glass front
door. The kitchen is updated and there is a versatile
finished upper level. Private backyard with 39’ deck.
Near the trails and beauty of Forest Park.
3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 700 Sq. Ft. deck, 2,314 Sq. Ft.,
4,500 Sq. Ft. lot, RMLS #21348766 $699,000.

a plum

oF a pearl Condo in
marShall WellS

underStated

on the outSide, riCh
JuiCy interior

2141 NW Davis Street, Unit #103
The Historic Alphabet District’s most refined and
sophisticated condominium building with a golden lobby
and a magical rooftop garden. This corner unit with
windows on three sides offers the architectural drama of
a grand home with the conveniences of a condominium.
11’ ceilings, wood and marble flooring, French doors,
moldings and intricate millwork create a rich, opulent
living style that is polished until it shines like the bubbles
in a sparkling cider.
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, den, parking, storage 1,341 Sq. Ft.,
RMLS #21270631 $595,000.
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“

You have been expertly patient, superbly
informative, and utterly effective in taking us and our
house over the finish line. We are deeply grateful.

Penthouse-level condo with 14’ ceilings and flexible
spaces that can be configured as best fits your
needs. Walls accented by old growth timber allows
displays of art. Windows look into a peaceful inner
atrium. Sleek kitchen and bedroom with Shoji doors
for privacy. Cafés, streetcar, groceries, galleries and
boutiques just outside the lobby doors.
1 bedroom, den, 1 bath, parking, storage, 1,140
Sq. Ft., RMLS #21162249 $454,000.
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2374 NW Kearney Street
Set out a Farmer’s Market charcuterie on the front porch
or in front of the gas fireplace and take in the quality of
the wood floors, stained glass and decorative millwork.
Main level has updated kitchen, breakfast room and
spacious public rooms. A separate entrance and a tiled
bath in the lower level presents the potential for an ADU.
Walk score 95.
3 bedrooms, 2½ baths, A/C, 1-car garage, 2,431 Sq. Ft.,
RMLS #21422935 $875,000.

744 NW Westover Square
Relax by the wood-burning fireplace with a late-harvest
Riesling on the 10’ x 9’7” covered patio. One of 18 units
offers worry-free living with 2 parking spaces, an elevator
and an artful atrium lobby. Rich and elegant with just a
hint of Hawaii and all the extras: in-unit laundry, ample
storage, guest room/office bonus space and guest parking.
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 2 parking spaces, elevator, 1,436
Sq. Ft., RMLS #21651292 $649,000.
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Editor’s Turn

BY ALLAN CLASSEN | EDITOR & PUBLISHER

Trying isn’t enough
C

Does
anyone
know what
this means?

ity Commissioner Dan Ryan faced
a figurative fastball down the
heart of the plate at a gathering of
100 Westside neighborhood activists last
month.
Pearl neighborhood activist Mary Sipe
wanted to know if the city would begin
enforcing its no-camping ordinance in
light of a recent court ruling and the
city’s new Safe Rest Villages program
soon to provide alternative shelter for
the homeless.

Lakes Hope Center is providing 24-hour
food, shelter, medical treatment, mental
health counseling and job placements
from an abandoned public building in
North Portland for about $15,000 per
person per year.
Local governments may not be able to
house everyone in need—including the
unwilling—at a similar rate, but this
kind of math should be at the core of a
plan. A series of local bond measures
for affordable housing, shelters and supportive services for the homeless provide many times the cost of covering the
ongoing necessities of the approximately
5,000 people on our streets.

Commissioner Ryan spent five minutes
evading the question—devolving into
talk of complexities and challenges—
without giving a yes or no answer.

Can the available resources be directed
to the need? Not without a plan. Yet a
plan that could reasonably be projected to solve the problem in a few years
would have so much public support
that even the existing council consensus
could not stand against it.

“The status quo ... is obviously not
working,” he acknowledged.
Ryan also acknowledged the generosity
of voters who have approved four housing/shelter related bond measures totaling perhaps a billion (with a B) dollars.
“We’re at a really good time in terms
of resources. It’s never been this abundant,” he said.
He claimed progress is being made in
that more opportunities for unhoused
Portlanders are being created. But as to
the matter of whether people camping in
the public realm can be moved against
their will, he could only confess impotent bafflement:
“We have to continue to figure out how
we provide services for those who are
more challenged with where they currently are in life and how we will work
with them,” he said.
Beware of politicians filling the air
with vague euphemisms when action is
required. They not only cause us to tune
out their vacuous verbiage, they thwart
the democratic process.
We did not elect leaders amid a citywide
crisis to share our bewilderment and
sympathize. We elected them to lead.
That means setting goals, identifying a

plan with a deadline and then striving
to meet it. At intervals, they should tell
us how they are doing and by the deadline provide a full report on outcomes,
including their explanations of what did
and did not work and why.
Portland voters are reasonable people. They can accept less than total
success if they are kept informed and
if they trust explanations for things
that go sideways. At the next election,
they can cast their votes accordingly.
This is how the ship of state adjusts

 Readers Reply
Street Response needed
One might infer from last month’s article about the
Pearl District Neighborhood Association’s stance
on Portland Street Response [“Pearl backpedals on
Portland Street Response expansion,” August] that
I’m somehow opposed to the program. In fact, I was
an early and eager supporter of the program and still
firmly believe it’s necessary. Your readers might gain
a better understanding of my true position had you
chosen to expand further in your article or to have
included my email on behalf of PDNA sent to the City
Council:

course and keeps faith with the public.
Ryan believes the agreement of all five
city commissioners and the bureaus they
control is essential to address a multiphase problem such as homelessness.
He called the unanimous adoption of the
Safe Rest Villages plan “a big victory.”
Ordinarily, I might agree with the value
of agreement at the top, but I cannot
imagine a good idea gaining the support
of all five of our current commissioners.
Meanwhile, the privately funded Bybee

Tolerating unsanctioned camps wherever they emerge is neither compassionate
nor just. Homeless people congregate for
safety, yet they find mostly anarchy and
danger as their tent communities become
entrenched. Homeless people lighting
each other’s tents on fire over disputes
has become a disturbing practice, and
the Laurelhurst Park encampment
was cleared with total council support
after gun play arose. The laissiez- faire
approach to unsanctioned camping has
overwhelmed all tolerances, for none
more than those forced to live in them.
Must we wait for those in such dire circumstances to choose available shelter?
How long before we recognize that the
nature of mental illness impairs the ability to make decisions in one’s own and
in society’s best interests?
If the status quo were by any measure
working, perhaps we could avoid such
tough policy decisions. But it is not. On
this, Dan Ryan and I agree. n

Letters can be sent to: allan@nwexaminer.com or 2825 NW Upshur St, Ste. C, Portland, OR 97210.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer; include a name and a street of residence.
Deadline: third Saturday of the month.

“We understand the City Council’s recent decision to
not fund the expansion of Portland Street Response
at this time due to a lack of adequate success metrics
in the current Lents Pilot Program. The purpose of a
pilot program is to implement, evaluate, improve and
correct before executing a full rollout.
“We do, however, fully support the intent and goals
of this worthwhile program. We strongly believe a
PSR type program is a necessary component in helping people in crisis to be served by professionals
who are trained to treat mental and health issues in
an appropriate manner for which our Police Bureau
is generally not trained. We look forward to seeing
the pilot program achieve success and urge the City

Council to immediately fund the expansion of the
program at such time as it is appropriate to do so.”
I would appreciate your telling the whole story in the
future.
Stan Penkin
President
Pearl District Neighborhood Association

No falsification
A letter from Roger Brown [August 2021 Readers
Reply], stated, “There seems to be a large amount of
disinformation regarding the proposed South Park
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Obituaries
Sylvia Golden
Sylvia Golden, a resident of Northwest
Portland since 2003, died July 30 of
complications from cancer at age 61.
Sylvia Lukas was born June 7, 1960, in
Bavaria, Germany. After high school,
she volunteered at Kibbutz Shoval in
Israel, and immigrated to the United
States in 1980. She received a bachelor’s degree in Middle East Languages from Columbia
University, a master’s in Near Eastern Studies from New
York University and a law degree from the University of
California, Berkeley. She worked for PEN American Center
New York, was an immigration attorney in San Francisco,
practiced criminal law in Portland at Janet Hoffman and
Associates, and was most recently the executive legal editor for Business Valuation Services in Portland. She married Paul Golden in 1981. She is survived by her husband,
Paul; sister, Claudia Lukas; and mother, Hedwig Lukas.

Anne M. Barbey
Anne M. Barbey, who held three volunteer positions at Legacy Good
Samaritan Medical Center, died July
25 at age 100. Anne Murray was born
May 31, 1921, in Tacoma, where she
graduated high school in 1938. She
graduated from Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., in 1942 with
majors in economics and sociology. She returned to
Tacoma to work for her father at West Fork Timber Co.
until the end of World War II. In 1947, she married Graham Barbey, and they moved to Astoria. After selling
Barbey Packing Co., they moved to Portland in 1974. She
served on the boards of Legacy Good Samaritan Medical
Center and Good Samaritan Foundation and chaired
Women of Good Samaritan Hospital. She received the
hospital’s Wistar Morris Award in 2009. She is survived

by her daughters, Anita Barbey and Helena Lankton;
three stepchildren; three grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.

Fred Lee
Fred Cheong Lee, who was born in
Portland’s Chinatown, died Aug. 12 at
age 96 from prostate cancer. He attended Benson High School and received
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
engineering from Oregon State University. During World War II, he
served under General Patton in technical services typography. He began his career at Hyster,
then worked on construction of the Bonneville Dam for
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and then was a commercial HVAC inspector for the city of Portland. In 2019,
he received a Congressional Gold Medal for his services.
He volunteered at the Portland Rescue Mission, Burlingame Baptist Church and Edgewood Point Assisted Living. He is survived by his daughters, Sharla Hutchinson
and Connie Tuchman; four grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife,
Gladys; daughter, Laura; and son, Phillip.

Thomas Haley
Thomas William Haley, a member of
the Multnomah Athletic Club and the
Racquet Club, died Aug. 9 at age 86
from complications of dementia and
Alzheimer’s disease. He was born on
Dec. 29, 1934, in South Bend, Ind. He
attended Catholic schools, K-12, in
South Bend and graduated from the
University of Notre Dame. He served as a lieutenant in
the Navy for two years. In 1960, he began his career as a
hospital administrator, overseeing the construction and

administration of Providence Milwaukie Hospital and a
wing of Holladay Park Hospital. He later owned two
wholesale distributorships. He served on Providence
Health System boards and chaired the Providence Good
Health Plan board. He was a longtime member of Waverley Country Club. Tom is survived by his wife, Anita;
children, Malia Wasson, Tom Jr., Kerry Haley, Garin and
their mother, Lourdene; six grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter; one stepchild, Allison Gregory; and
two step-grandchildren.

Gordon Besaw
Gordon Besaw, who grew up in Northwest Portland, died July 27 at age 94.
He was born Jan. 5, 1927, in Los Angeles. He moved to Portland, where he
graduated from Benson High School
in 1945. After graduation, he enlisted
in the Army. He worked as a store
installer for Marshall Wells and for 88
Cent Stores, where he continued for 12 years. He married
Millie in 1957, and they bought the 52nd Avenue Hardware & Building Supply in Southeast Portland, which
their sons Steve and David manage today. Millie died in
2003. He is survived by three children; nine grandchildren; and 11 great-grandchildren.

Death Notices
Arlene (Hatori) Doughty, 64, attended Lincoln High
School.
Eugene E. Feltz, 93, a founder of Blanchet House of
Hospitality.
Molly (Day) Fling, 79, member of Lincoln High School
class of 1960.
Joann Freeland, 89, attended Catlin Gabel School.
Ann (Prutsman) Goodspeed, 88, member of Lincoln
High School class of 1950.

NOBLE ROOT
ORGANIC KITCHEN GARDENS
Consulting|Design|Garden Coaching
Specializing in raised bed and container gardens

	
  

Norman N. Rupp Jr., 98, member of Lincoln High School
class of 1940.
Carrie Saito, 83, member of First United Methodist
Church.
Walter H. Sweek, 85, member of the Multnomah Athletic Club.
Sally (Cox) Welch, 83, 1955 Lincoln High School graduate.

noblerootgardens.com
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The Law Office
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is proud to support the work of the
NW Examiner in our community.
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121 SW Morrison, Suite 1015
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The abiding Adrian Stuehler
By Allan Classen

I

confess to saying “The Dude abides” now and then because it sounds cool without thinking much about what it means.

Jeff Bridges’ iconic line from “The Big Lebowski” finally came alive for me last
month with the death of my friend, Northwest Portland habitué Adrian Stuehler.
Adrian died July 15 from the complications of untreated mouth cancer, a consequence of living without the encumbrances of an address, health insurance, employment or legal residency in the country. His addictions might have explained some of
the pain he endured, or perhaps it was the other way around. But nearly everyone
who spent time with him encountered one of the most engaging, empathetic, intelligent and interesting souls they ever met.
I used him as a proofreader, delivery person and ad salesman in the early 2000s.
His warmth and kindness toward me never wavered after I let him go. He never asked
for charity, but many went to great lengths to help him.
While others tended to the banalities of everyday life, Adrian talked about deep
subjects through the night with people he cared about. Maybe he had it figured out
all along. He was abiding.

Anna Gibson (left) captured Adrian Stuehler’s likeness
in photos, drawings and paintings.

“Spending time with Adrian was nothing short of an adventure,” Anna Gibson said. “Every moment, whether filled with delightful conversations and
stories or pure silence, was meaningful.”

Best friend ever
By Anna Gibson

A

drian Michael Stuehler, born in
Stuttgart, Germany, on Dec. 24.
1949, was the best friend I ever
had. I remember the day I met him. I was
sitting on a stool at the counter, painting.
I heard his voice, like nicotine sieved
over moonlit gravel. I turned around to
see a tall, lanky man with a trimmed
gray beard, kind blue eyes and a pleasant
aquiline nose.
From that point onward, I would see
him in the café more frequently, and
whenever I did, his presence lit up the
room. His smile was warm and his eyes
told stories.
Adrian was a man of beauty. He was a
musician, an artist and a great writer. He
loved books and he was well-traveled.
He had a remarkable artistic sensibility.
He worked as a fine arts printmaker and
taught art. He designed logos in the Portland area.
One memory always induced a smile

 Comment on nwexaminer.com

or email: allan@nwexaminer.com

on both of our faces. We were walking
through downtown Portland one night
when I said, “Race ya!” and I ran up several flights of stairs to the top of a parking garage. He followed me, laughing as
we reached the top.

4th Annual

Spending time with Adrian was nothing short of an adventure. He was a
man of so many stories. Over a glass of
whiskey, one learned so much. Every
moment, whether filled with delightful conversations and stories or pure
silence, was meaningful.

DAYS

Although his years were punctuated
with life-changing tragedy, he avoided
cynicism and embraced a life worth living. Despite everything he lost, he saw
beauty in life. I believe that’s one of the
many reasons he was so beloved.
He would often say, “You can carry it
like a load, or you can dance through it.”
Anna Gibson met Adrian Stuehler in
2015 at Anna Bannanas, 1214 NW 21st
Ave., where she works. The accompanying paintings and photos are hers.

SW 19th & Main—
children’s activities, raffles, music, food, beer

+ HISTORY!
Heritage Tree Tour
Fri. Oct. 8 -5:00 @Goose Hollow Inn

Goose Hollow History Slideshow
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Sun. Oct. 10 -4:30 @ Zion
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LETTERS

The (1) arrow on the illustration (upper right corner)
stated the following:
(1) “The Green Loop is 28 feet wide (6-foot-wide
planter, (plus) 12 feet of paved bike lanes, (plus)
10-foot wide planter). Fifteen feet of the Green Loop’s
width (5 feet of the paved bike lane (plus) 10-footwide planter) is located on the original and existing
Park Blocks Seven-12 at the park’s west side. Within
the 10-foot planter, existing trees are replaced “over
time” with “a variety of compatible deciduous trees.”

"Letters" cont'd from page 3
Blocks Master Plan. … This article and accompanying photograph seem to imply that the proposed bike
lanes (the Green Loop) will encroach on the park and
require removal of the existing trees.”
In response, it is true that the Green Loop encroaches upon the existing park and some trees are clearly
shown or implied removed. (See South Park Master
Plan, pages 50-51.) The illustration was copied directly from the SPBMP, adding only (in red hatching)
the 15-foot encroachment onto the existing park, all
dimensions taken from the SPBMP.

(2) In sum, land removed for the purpose of installing
the Green Loop within the Cultural District Blocks
(Blocks 7-12) is about 18,000 square feet.
(3) At the installation of the Green Loop, the park—
symmetrically laid out since 1877—will become asymmetrical due to the imposition of the Green Loop. The
lawn to the east will become much larger in width
than the lawn on the western side of the park, removing much of the architectural integrity of the park.
On Blocks 1-6, in the University District, the Green
Loop is entirely on park property and diagonally crosses the park at Block 2, straightening the path, which
removes existing trees and mixes an existing Portland
State University walking path with a bike roadway.
There is no validity to Mr. Brown’s claim of disinformation.
Bill Hawkins
SW 20th Ave.

Personal attacks
35 years dedicated to
handcrafted framing
35 years dedicated to
NW Portland

The comments by some of the public in support of
the South Park Blocks Master Plan at the City Council
meeting were not about the virtues of the Master Plan,
but rather were meant to discredit those in opposition
to the Master Plan. The term “conspiracy theory” was
used. Some suggested that misinformation was being
circulated by the opposition. Some of the testimony
seemed ageist and sexist and very personal in nature.
Those opposed to the plan stuck with the facts taken
directly from the master plan itself and from the Parks
Bureau’s own website.
How can we discuss what is best for the future of our
city in this climate of uncivil discourse? I love my
city. I love living downtown. I intend to stay down-

Katayama Framing
2219 NW Raleigh
www.katayamaframing.com

town and keep pushing for good urban planning and
decision-making that brings people together, not pits
us against each other with personal attacks.
LaJune Thorson
SW Harrison St.

It ain’t over
The editorial, “The masters of the master plan,”
[August] is spot on. Well beyond this important civic
issue, the vote on the South Park Blocks Master Plan
is symptomatic of Portland’s current tired form of government. One wonders what the vote would have been
had an area that includes the South Park Blocks been
represented by a city commissioner voted into office
solely by those who lived in that area. There probably
would have been at least a pre-vote open discussion
among the commissioners. Representation anyone?
As for the unfunded master plan, the spirit of Yogi
Berra lives on: “It ain’t over till it’s over.” Future elections may affect the course of that master plan.
Bob Wright
SW 10th Ave.

Groupthink in play
Thank you for the article [“Street dining rules,”
August]. Street dining has its pros and cons. When
you have a problem of this nature in a leaderless system where decisions are based on ideology and groupthink without regard to any sort of risk-benefit analysis, the cons most often come into focus as a result of
reality asserting itself.
The question of when an inebriated or distracted
driver loses control and smashes into a street-dining
establishment located on a main thoroughfare like
Northwest 21st, 23rd, Everett, Glisan, Lovejoy, etc., is
like the question of will there be another earthquake.
It’s a question of when, not if. Only then will people
consider appropriate regulation. That’s the hallmark of
an unaccountable, leaderless system. My question is
who’s dumb enough to insure these guys? The obvious
answer is the taxpayer.
Paul Boganich
NW Ninth Ave.
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Marshall Union Manor has been
part of Northwest Portland for more
than 40 years. Our residents enjoy
the ease and diversity of urban
living. For residents with cars we
have off street parking, but many of
our seniors prefer to utilize the city
bus or the street car which stops
just outside our building. We offer
a beauty/barber shop, community
vegetable garden, in-house library,
and numerous clubs and activities.
Enjoy Retirement to its fullest!
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A�er 35 years of business we will be closing our shop at the end
of September. We would like to thank all of our neighbors &
customers for suppor�ng us. Please stop in to say good-bye and
pick up some great deals. Our closing sale will begin on Sept 3rd.
Our hand knit items will con�nue to be available at
www.makohandknits.com
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Specializing in Pearl District
Condominium Sales Since 1996
Rhys Ornstein-Hawes, a communications specialist
hired by Neighbors West Northwest last fall, introduced
diversity trainings and drafted a “land acknowledgment”
asserting that the ground occupied by coalition neighborhoods was stolen from Native Americans.
"Personal attack” cont'd from page 1
“I wish to further inform you that
there has been a formal staff complaint
regarding Mr. Pinger’s behavior and attitude towards staff members.”

‘In process’
Barker was asked by the NW Examiner to spell out what has been “voted
upon and in process,” but he would not
provide specifics.
“This is an ongoing HR [human
resources] and code of conduct matter,”
he wrote. “If Steve opts to implement
the process outlined in the NWNW
Code of Conduct, the details will be
presented to the board for review and
decision on disciplinary action if any.
You will have your questions answered
at that time along with the board members. Should Steve elect to choose one
of the other options presented to him,
this matter will be considered closed at
that time.”
The person filing the complaint was
not named. Pinger has been particularly
critical of presentations by Rhys Ornstein-Hawes, who was hired by NWNW
as a communications specialist a year
ago.
Soon after, Ornstein-Hawes drafted
a “land acknowledgement” included in
the coalition newsletter. The statement
asserts that the ground occupied by coalition neighborhoods was stolen from
Native Americans.
NWNW Executive Director Mark Sieber contends that he has editorial control over the newsletter and website.
Although the land acknowledgment
has not reappeared, the website now
includes a prominent statement in the
same political vein, so prominent that
readers have to scroll down two clicks
before learning that the organization
involves neighborhood associations.
The latter statement proclaims:
“Neighbors West-Northwest mourns
for George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and
other Black Americans killed by law
enforcement each year. Our country’s
foundational institutions are deeply
rooted in white supremacy – we recognize that systemic change is the only
way forward.”
This time Pinger let it ride, partly in

The Metropolitan
$1,125,000

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH

deference to the fact that he was the only
board member raising objections.
Pinger, a lifelong liberal, does not dispute the validity of the statements or the
need for bold action on behalf of social
justice. He just doesn’t believe these matters are the domain of a coalition formed
by neighborhood associations to carry
out their own local agendas.
He explained his perspective in an
email last November:
“I do not think that NWNW staff has
editorial control over the newsletter or
the website; that rests with the board. I
do not believe that much of the emphasis
on DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion)
is consistent with the stated NWNW
mission, but is getting pushed from the
OCCL (Portland Office of Community
& Civic Life) leadership to too-pliable
coalitions.”
Pinger wrote that neighborhood associations should “reassert their control
over the coalition” and take action to
restore “the influence over city policies
the neighborhoods once, not so long
ago, had, and need more than ever now
as their status is being systematically
diminished.”

Support our Pearl District Businesses Program. Call to see how you can help.
PDNA Board Member Livability & Safety Chair
PDBA Board Member
NW Examiner “2018 Civic Engagement” Awardee

503-849-1593

JUDIEDUNKEN.COM

He recommended putting the subject
at the top of the agenda at the coalition’s
next board meeting.
1231 NW Hoyt Portland, OR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

The topic rose to the top of the agenda eventually, but not in the form Pinger sought. This summer the coalition
contracted for $15,500 with Wilner-Nugent Consulting LLC to guide the board
through a strategic planning process to
explore a new, more inclusive mission.

Sessions closed
The first session with the consultants
was held July 29, which the NW Examiner was allowed to attend, perhaps out
of confusion. Board leaders met later
to determine whether these sessions
should be open to the public.

trucking accidents
wrongful death
personal injury
product liability

(This is not a matter over which they
have an option. When the governing members of a public body deliberate toward a
decision, these are public meetings and
must be open to the public, as spelled out
in the city’s 2011 Standards for Neighborhood Associations.)
At the August meeting of the coalition
board, not a word was mentioned of the
Cont’d on page 8

1022 NW Marshall Street #450 Portland OR | (503) 226-6361 | paulsoncoletti.com
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Steve Pinger (right) presents Roger Leachman with a gag gift
at the 2018 NW Examiner Community Awards, at which Leachman also received the Good Government Award for his work
on the board of the Goose Hollow Foothills League. Ironically,
both men separately faced expulsion from the Neighbors West
Northwest coalition for putting their neighborhood associations’
positions above those of the coalition.

by the coalition’s attorney.

"Personal attack" cont'd from page 7
complaint against Pinger or the threat
of expulsion. Pinger trusts the whole
matter will not be adjudicated until he is
given an opportunity to answer specific
charges.
But it is not clear that the process will
ever come to that.
Barker wrote, “Should Steve choose
not to take either action [accept retraining or resign], per our code of ethics
policy, the board will follow the stipulated procedure to bring the matter to
resolution.”
If a majority of the board wants him
“off the island” for speaking too vociferously or whatever reason, the anonymous
employee complaint may be a mere footnote. It may be a factor in shaping opinions
of what to do about Pinger. At the August
board meeting, the public was ordered out
of the Zoom call to hear a 30-minute summary of employment discrimination law

No names
were
mentioned,
but
a t t o r n e y
Melissa Healy
emphasized
the difficulty
any employer
has in defending employment discrimination claims,
even to the point of jeopardy for misstating a worker’s “personal pronouns.”
Orenstein-Hawes uses gender-neutral
pronouns.
Last month, Barker ordered Pinger to
have no further contact with coalition
staff, a situation Pinger considers untenable in that he needs the cooperation
of staff to update NWDA’s website. As
treasurer of the coalition board, he also
needs financial information to fulfill
his duties, information he says has been
denied him.

Familiar tactic
It would not be the first time NWNW
has used employee rights as guise to
discredit a coalition board member,
to turn an inter-organizational policy
difference into personal defamation.
In 2016, representatives of the Goose
Hollow Foothills League were accused
of “creating a hostile work environ-

ment” for coalition staff. Employees
shared their complaints about a GHFL
representative in an executive session
at which the subject of the charges was
not allowed to attend to protect the
anonymity of the accuser. The threat
of expelling GHFL from the coalition
hung over the association for more
than a year before losing steam.
Though Pinger may have few
defenders within the coalition, his
own association is in his corner.
NWDA President Parker McNulty told
the Examiner that Pinger is asking the
right questions and he supports him.
“We cannot allow him to be excluded from the coalition,” NWDA board
member Chuck Duffy said, “especially
when we have concerns about how
NWNW is doing its mission.”
Duffy, a retired attorney and former
aide to Mayor Bud Clark, said the
process employed against Pinger is
unjust.
“Steve is absolutely entitled to clarity on what the charges are. What specifically has he done? What rule has
he violated?”
“They have excluded him from
staff contact prior to any adjudication
that he did anything wrong. It’s the
Queen of Hearts in ‘Alice in Wonderland.’--‘Sentence first, verdict afterwards!’ You don’t have to be a lawyer
to know that in America we require
trials before punishment.” n

Unauthorized
change
The purpose of Neighbors West
Northwest, according to its bylaws,
is to “provide services to neighborhood associations within its boundaries.”
The coalition is governed by a
board of directors composed of
representatives of each member
association. The bylaws may be
amended at an annual or special
meeting by a two-thirds vote of the
subscribing associations, of which
there are now 11.
In recent discussions about changing the coalition’s mission and
adding board members unaffiliated
with neighborhood associations,
there has been no mention of
changing the bylaws.
By the same token, Portland’s
former Office of Neighborhood
Involvement (renamed the Office
of Community & Civic Life in 2018)
undertook a massive realignment
of purpose despite the fact that
a corresponding code rewrite
effort failed. The primary purpose
of OCCL—under law, at least—
remains serving neighborhood
associations.
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FRED SHEARER & SONS
PLASTERING CONTRACTORS
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SUMMER
IS HERE!

Is your A/C working?

CCB# 357

UNTS!
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$10 off anything ov $250
$25 off anything over $500
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Schedule online @:

www.esautoworks.com
503.221.2411

• Traditional Interior Plaster • Lathing
• Venetian Plaster
• Stucco
Ornamental
Plaster
•
• EIFS

509 NW Everett St
Open M-F 7am-6pm

8015 SW Hunziker St.
Tigard, OR 97223
(503) 520-9991 ext.7618
plastering@fredshearer.com

Here’s to your health!
More than 200 collective years of orthopedic
physical therapy experience to help you stay
on tracks, hills, courts, and dance floors!

Our practice begins with you.
Conveniently located 2 blocks from the MAC
with complimentary parking at our front door.

West Portland
Physical Therapy
Clinic llc
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 Going Out

Ankeny Block

Thai restaurants coming

Boheme PDX

Art, music, food under freeway
A free monthly outdoor event blending
art, music and food under the Fremont
Bridge at 1631 NW Thurman St. will
continue the third Sunday of the month
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. beginning Sept. 19.
BOHEME PDX is organized by Portland
residents Alexandria Oesch and Blythe
Ingraham, who promise “free parking,
free entry to family and dog friendly”
environment. More than 60 vendors
are participating. For information, visit
bohemepdx.com.
The first BOHEME PDX was held
Aug. 22.

Ankeny Food Carts
Food carts are at last open for business
on the Ankeny Block on West Burn-

Housemade
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Specials

Thu – Mon 7am – 11pm
www.hostelcafepdx.com
1810 NW Glisan St
503-417-8143 #pdxhostelcafe

side across from the North Park Blocks.
Plans to relocate some of the 55 Alder
Street carts displaced two years ago by
construction of a luxury hotel tower
have hit road bumps and required
$269,000 in city funds to make the site
functional for up to 20 carts.
“We had to snake all the drains as they
were backing up and we pulled all sorts
of stuff out,” said Keith M. Jones, director of Friends of Green Loop, supervising the project.
“Our plans are to reopen the bathrooms
to the public, but we will need to have a
lot of work done first,” Jones said. “We
also want to bring back the stage that
was in the center of the park and start
programming the space.”
For more information, visit Fred Leeson’s buildingonhistory.blogspot.com.

Langbaan, a noted Thai restaurant in
Southeast Portland, plans to move to a
space behind the former Ataula space
at 1818 NW 23rd Place in November,
according to The Oregonian.

Besaw’s moved to the L.L. Hawkins
building in 2016 after being displaced
from Northwest 23rd and Savier streets,
where several restaurants bearing the
Besaw’s name had operated since 1903.

The street frontage will have outdoor
seating in a classic Thai train car built
into the parking strip. Guests will pass
through a separate business, Phuket
Café, to reach Langbaan.

Negociant
Owners of a delicatessen, wine shop
and event space have applied for a
liquor license at 655 NW 21st Ave. in
the Almr building. The space will have
12 indoor seats, 32 outdoor seats and
will accommodate events for up to 26
people.

Eric Nelson and Earl Ninsom are the
principals in the dual venture.

Besaw’s down for retooling
The Besaw’s website has finally updated patrons on its status after closing for
“remodeling” in July.
“In order to evolve—from refining our
infrastructure and embracing our purpose—we are taking a brief hiatus to
retool, remodel and reimagine how we
can best hire and train new employees,”
read the message.

Liquor license applications
Fern Gully Café, 1895 NW Front Ave.,
#C, in the Field Office building.
The Queen’s Head, 19 SW Second
Ave., featuring dancing, drag shows and
recorded music.
Flor Wines, 825 NW Glisan St.

NOBBY NEWS
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Escape to Nature on Mt Hood
Yurts & Camping
2-bedroom cabin
1-hour drive from Portland,
near hiking trails

www.zigzagmountainfarm.com
503-922-3162
#zigzagmtnfarm

24 Saturday CleanUp
2
0
–2help pick up litter in our neighborhood; sponsored by SOLVE.
Aug 28, 9am – 10am:
1
2
20
th

Check out our website for more info or email mikayla@nwportlandhostel.com.

–

“We look forward to opening our doors
again soon.”

Ages 3–5
8am–6pm
Monday–Friday
Play-based curriculum!
Great teachers!
Scholarships Available!

Financial assistance is available to ensure
equitable access for all families! Email
scholarships@friendlyhouseinc.org or visit
www.friendlyhouseinc.org/for-kids for more info.

Visit friendlyhouseinc.org/for-kids to sign up.

S

“News You Can’t Always Believe”

September 2021

Cute conquers all

he was seen first by
Jimbo, who, sitting by the
window, announced, “New
pig in town!”
The bar emptied onto the
sidewalks to see Penelope. She is a young pig and
seemed as excited as kids
are to discover the metal pig
sculptures outside the Nob
Hill Bar & Grill.
The females from the bar
were especially smitten. The
words “cute” and “darling”
seemed to come from every
voice.

The trouble began when Jimbo
came out to get a look and said
“Ham on the hook, bacon shakin.”
The crowd as one lunged at him.
Jimbo feared he would be ridden
out of town on a rail.

At that very moment Jimbo
became a vegan. Next week he’ll
be at the Coast with the vegan
drum group he joined.
The beloved Penelope remains
safe, and the entire Nobby’s staff
and customers hope she is a frequent visitor

BURGER
Enter your name for a
COUNT
8am–3pm, Monday–ThursdayThis
and month’s winner
1,269,560

8am–noon on Fridays

monthly drawing.

is John Slocom

Nob Hill Bar & Grill

937 NW 23rd Avenue • 503-274-9616
 nwexaminer.com
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Your neighborhood
newspaper still
needs you!
We are grateful for the 84 households who
subscribed or renewed subscriptions after last
month’s “call to arms.” That level of support
will keep the NW Examiner strong and secure
over the long run.
I must admit that the subscription drive,
which began with a boom in July 2020, tapered off as the year played out. That may
be because we stopped running “recruitment” ads each month.
If my history is right, the “Uncle Sam
Wants You” ads continued throughout the two world wars, and with
apparent success.
The lesson learned is that we need
to keep reminding you of the need.
The battle to save the independent
local press has no end in sight, but
it is worth winning.
Thank you for heeding the call.
Please fill out the form and mail in a
check for $50 to:
NW Examiner
2825 NW Upshur St., #C
Portland, OR 97210
OR
Sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay $5 a month
though PayPal.
Your editor and publisher,

Subscription form

Name

Allan Classen

Street
City/State/Zip Code
Email
Mail $50 check to NW Examiner, 2825-C NW Upshur St., Portland OR 97210.

OR sign up at Patreon.com/northwestexaminer and pay through PayPal
10
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The subscription
drive continues.
Our goal is 1,000
subscriptions
in the first year.
We have about
200 to go.

NW PORTLAND / PEARL DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MAP
MODERA MAIN

Opponents of the 17-story, 336-unit apartment building and 403-stall parking garage project developed
by Mill Creek Residential Trust in partnership with the
Multnomah Athletic Club drew hope last month from
design commissioners who expressed reservations
about several aspects of the proposal. Commissioners are permitted to comment on the height and
mass of the building, a policy that does not apply to
more recent applications.

13TH & JOHNSON APARTMENTS FOREST PARK
The framework of a seven-story mixed-use building with POST OFFICE BRANCH
58 apartments has reached full height. The one-eighthblock site will have no off-street parking. The developer,
Andrew Paul of Paul Properties LLC, is local.

The post office branch at Northwest 24th and Savier
streets will move into the River District postal depot
at 2017 NW Vaughn St. sometime next year. The
current site will become a four-story headquarters for
Thesis, a boutique architecture studio now located in
the Pearl District.
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BLANCHET HOUSE

CHOICE CAMBRIA

A 174-unit Choice Cambria hotel is proposed at
135 NW Park Ave., the current home of a five-story
1911 commercial building largely underused in
recent years. Because the existing building is on
the city’s Historic Resources Inventory, the project
must go through a public hearing. Design advice
has been requested by SERA Architects.

PORSCHE STUDIO

Porsche of Beaverton is converting a two-level
commercial building at Northwest 15th and Johnson streets into a retail center for events, branded
apparel and gadgets, and to schedule test drives.
Sales, service and other dealership operations will
remain in Beaverton. Completion is expected by
mid-2022.

The Portland City Council voted unanimously to approve
the demolition of the Yamaguchi Hotel, home of the
Blanchet House of Hospitality from 1954-2012. Restore
Oregon and other organizations opposed the demolition
of what is classified a contributing building in the New
Chinatown-Japantown Historic District, a 10-block area
in which about half of the historic buildings have been
razed.

Proposed Under Review In Construction

Other

For an interactive and continually updated version of this map, visit:
NextPortland.com
Also see the development map maintained by the Goose Hollow
Foothills League:
goosehollow.org/images/GooseHollowDevelopmentMap.pdf
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"Blind luck" cont'd from page 1
called the mayor’s office the next day to
see if someone could meet with neighbors and explain what was going on.
Repeated messages to Mayor Ted Wheeler’s office were not returned.

What can you learn
about senior living
at our upcoming event?

“That’s outrageous,” Scott told the
NW Examiner. “The mayor in charge of
the police bureau doesn’t have a staff
person [to talk to us]?”

It’s casual. It’s easy. And you’re invited.

“Is the city truly in a place where it
doesn’t have the resources to investigate
this?” Scott asked. “I don’t think you’d

A whole bunch.

Lunch

& Learn

A Portland Police officer at last met
with about 20 neighbors Scott hosted in
the courtyard of his apartment building.
What neighbors learned from the officer provided little solace. Since no one
was injured, the event was considered
merely a property crime. There would
be no investigation beyond counting and
cataloging the bullet casings.

find anyone in the city of Portland who
finds this acceptable.”
Scott said he has never experienced
such inadequate policing in the years he
lived in New York, Washington, D.C, and
several other major cities.
“The big difference,” he said, was,
“if you fired a gun in Washington, D.C.,
there’s going to be a cop there in a minute or so.”
One of the people at the follow-up
meeting was Steve Kanter, the former
dean of the Lewis & Clark Law School
and a nearby resident.
“When 28 bullets are fired in real
time, that is not a property crime; that
is attempted murder,” Kanter told the
Examiner. “That is a completely intolerable position for any civilized society
to take.” n
 Comment on nwexaminer.com

or email: allan@nwexaminer.com

Wednesday, Sept. 15th • 11:30am
Join us for our Lunch & Learn. Take a tour
and ask a question or two while enjoying
a delicious lunch prepared by our culinary team.
This is a casual event filled with good times
and great information. Space is limited.
Please call 503.446.1080 to make a reservation.
It’s a great way to get to know us.

Can’t make this featured event?

Ask about other upcoming events or schedule
your own personal tour of our beautiful community.

PLAYFUL PET
EXPERTS FOR
OVER 30 YEARS.

I N D EPEN D ENT LIVI N G R E SI D EN CE S
2420 NW Marshall Street • Portland

503.446.1080

NorthWestPlaceSeniorLiving.com

503.928.6151
2680 NW THURMAN ST.

NWNEIGHBORHOODVET.COM
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Happy Birthday

Wallace Park!!!

Join us for the

Centennial Celebration
Saturday, Oct 2, 2021 • Noon-4pm
NW 25th Ave & Raleigh

A family-friendly
party: bring something to sit on

Live music by
HIT MACHINE

Loads of kid’s art
activities, games
and prizes
Food trucks
(including
Dippin dots!!)
1:30 DOG PARADE /CONTEST
12:30: Celebration of park by
DON’T local residents and Dedication
Complete with prize
S
S
I
M
Ceremony of new tree and plaque (See website for more details)

GET YOUR RAFFLE TICKET FOR CHANCE TO BE ONE
OF OUR DOG JUDGES!

We love and
need volunteers
and donations!

For details go to

www.wallaceparkpdx.org
(Check our website as to status of event)
 nwexaminer.com
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Northwest Cornell Road is closed between Northwest 30th and 53rd avenues for repairs after a
large crack was discovered near the crown of the
western Cornell Tunnel. Traffic will be detoured
via Northwest Skyline Boulevard and West Burnside Street through next spring.

september_portlandmortgage_v3.pdf
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Snapshots

Flames from an encampment near
the new Flanders Crossing shot skyward late last month. Another fire
along Interstate 405 earlier in the
month also originated from a homeless camp. “Fire continues to create
serious danger in the encampments,” Oregon Department of
Transportation spokesperson Don
Hamilton said, adding that the
city of Portland is responsible for
enforcing the no camping provisions of city code.
(Photo on left by Heidi Chinn;
photo below by Wesley Mahan)

Northwest Industrial Business Association volunteers picked up about
30 bags of trash as part of National Night Out last month.
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Greg Cunningham is retiring after
managing apartment buildings in
Northwest Portland (The Baker,
Marion Court and The Burgess) for
Circum Pacific Properties for 24
years. His supervisor, Ryan Levenick, called him an extraordinary
manager and admired friend to tenants. “I’ll miss everyone,” Cunningham said, “but it was my time to
move on. If you’re ever in Missouri,
look me up.”

Work continues on replacement of the Balch Creek trash
rack in Lower Macleay Park. Lower Macleay Trail will
remain closed until the project is finished, projected to
be by the end of the year. Photo by Scott Kocher

THE LIVING ROOM SALE
Save up to 40%

Sept 3-18, 2021

The centennial of Wallace Park will be celebrated Saturday,
Oct. 2, noon-4 p.m. The event, organized by Friends of Wallace
Park, will include games for kids; dancing to a live band (Hit
Machine); a dog parade; an appearance by author and former
park regular, Jessie Katz; a written statement from former park
regular and Trail Blazer star Bill Walton; and food trucks. Visit
wallaceparkpdx.org for COVID protocols and updates.

Greg Hermens and granddaughter
Elle met former Trail Blazer star Bill
Walton on the Wallace Park basketball
court where he often played ball with
neighbors.

1122 NW Glisan St, Portland
503.295.7336
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Pick Any Two to Represent You!

At ELEETE Real estate, every client is the recipient of a two person team.
This insures you have double coverage and allows custom build the right team
with expertise in the areas you need. Our teams are then backed by our 8 person
administration team to insure your promises are fulfilled and your agents are
available in the field to serve you. Reach out to our agents directly or if you
prefer, call our Leadership Team listed below and based on your specific needs,
we will help you select your ideal team.

TO SEE BIO'S ON EACH AGENT

GO TO ELEETEREALESTATE.COM

ALICE
HSING

AMANDA
RUST

APA-CLARKE
TEAM

BETH
FLORA-HORTON

BOB
HARRINGTON

BRIAN
BUDKE

CATHI
RENDER

CLAY
LAMBOURNE

COLEEN
JONDAHL

503.880.6842

503.830.7249

503.479.4561

503.706.6849

503.913.1296

503.310.5252

971.806.2408

503.901.9781

503.318.3424

CONNIE
APA

DEBBIE
WALKER-QUINTANA

DIRK
HMURA

DIXIE
ELLIOTT

ELI
COTHAM

ERIC
MILD

GINGER
GREGORY

HARRISON
WHITMARSH

JASMIN
HAUSA

503.805.7474

503.820.1626

503.740.0070

503.320.6779

971.380.1363

503.550.3702

503.333.1390

503.432.5556

971.645.1751

JASON
CASSELL

JAZZY
SOUERS

JENI
WHITE

JENNIFER
HOLLAND

JENNY
JOHNSON

JEREMIAH
BRANCH

JESSICA
CORCORAN

JOSH
GAINER

JULIE
SPEAR

503.953.5444

951.847.1322

503.964.0576

971.334.1142

503.267.3412

971.806.2769

503.953.3947

503.805.3600

503.209.9470

JULIE
WILLIAMS

JUSTIN
NELSON

KATE
MITCHELL

KENDALL
WESTPHAL

KERI
GEERS

KEVIN
SUTHERLAND

KIM
WILLIAMS

KRISTEN
BIER

LAUREN
SINHA

503.705.5033

669.251.3230

503.318.4800

971.998.5652

503.701.9851

971.371.0833

503.502.3573

503.734.7560

503.705.8636

LYNDA
DOWLING-WU

MEAGAN
VAN EATON

MEGAN
WESTPHAL

MICHELE
SHEA-HAN

MICHELLE
SCOTT

RAÚL
BENCOMO

REBECCA
DONALDSON

RENARD
PENN

RENÉE
HARPER

503.810.6166

503.544.1080

971.998.3071

503.969.6147

503.737.4940

503.707.4619

503.269.0747

503.994.7366

503.314.7691

RYAN
GARRICK

SAM
VU

SARAH
PITZMAN

SCOTT
CALDWELL

SHELLY
BROWN

STACY
BUTCHART

SYDNEY
KEISTER

TAMARA
NEWMAN

971.506.6942

503.701.4773

971.322.8863

503.504.3007

971.221.2641

503.407.7525

503.730.0936

503.360.4159

TRACI
BINDER

VICTORIA
MARCHESE

WEDNESDAY
WILD-WILSON

971.317.1444

503.780.1937

503.287.3869
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LEADERSHIP
TEAM
503.292.1500

TIM
SHEA
971.325.8750

LEE DAVIES
CEO

CHRIS KUEHL
PRINCIPAL BROKER

ABBEY FUJIYOSHI
COO

503.997.1118

503.407.2414

503.964.3794

